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DEDICATION. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF THE BOROUGH OF OLDHAM. 

IN LANCASHIRE. 

My Friends, 
I beg you to receive this little book^ the first 
that I have published since you did me the honour 
to choose me to be one of your representatives in the 
House of Commons ; I beg you to accept of it as 
a mark of the sincerity of my gratitude towards 
you, as a mark of my admiration of your sense and 
of your public virtue; and, moreover, I beg you to 
accept of it as containing a record of the patriotic 
sentiments of the people of Scotland, and of the 
approbation, which they, beforehand, gave to that 
choice which you have made. The old and sound 
maxim, with all oppressors, is, ^^ Divide and op- 
press;*' and, the oppressions, which this kingdom 
(formerly three kingdoms) has so long had to en- 
dure, have, in a great measure, arisen from the means 
which have been found for acting upon that crafty and 
malignant maxim. These means have been afforded 
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by the prejudices^ which arose from the innumerable 
falsehoods (many of which have become proverbs), 
which have been sedulously propagated and perpe- 
tuated by those who found their own interest in the 
oppressing of us. To be powerful and free ; to be 
able to beat dovm all oppressors beneath our feet, 
cordial union amongst us all is the only thing wanted; 
but, to secure that happy union, we must first know 
one another well; and, that you may well know our 
brethren of Scotland; that you may well know 
what they and their country are; that the latter ia 
by no means that which we have hitherto thought 
it to be ; and that they themselves are worthy of our 
highest esteem, and of our warmest affection, the 
following pages are sent forth to the world, and are 
addressed in a more particular manner to you, by 

Your faithful friend. 

And most obedient Servant, 

WM. GOHBEIT, 
London, 28. Dec. 1832. 
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PREFACE. 



The publication of this Tour has been put off 
longer than I could have wished. I intended to- 
put it to the press immediately on my return from 
Sicotland to London^ which return took place on 
t6e 23rd of November; but, upon my arrival in 
liOndon, I found, that the Parliament would be dis- 
solved in a week or ten days from that time ; that 
I must be compelled to go very soon back to Lan- 
cashire; and I found so much business upon my 
hands, during the short space between my return 
to London and the day of the dissolution of Par- 
liament, that it was impossible for me to find time 
even for the writing of this short preface, and for 
attending to the sheets of the work as m'ouW 
have gone through the press. 

With regard to the matter contained in this 
little book, it consists, as the reader is already 
apprised, of a record of my observations, made 
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during the TouE described in the title-page ; and 
also of a record of transactions^ rather of a political 
nature, in which I myself was a principal actor. I 
have inserted the divers parts, according to the 
date of the place and time, at which, and when, 
they were first written. In giving an account of 
the reception which I met with on my TouVy I have 
thought, that justice to myself as well as to my 
friends required, that I should preserve the several 
addresses presented to me, without leaving out even- 
the names which were signed to them. There can 
be no doubt that every one who signed any one of 
these addresses will be pleased to see his name, 
thus recorded, more especially as he thus put do^vu: 
his name before the event which has lately taken 
place at Oldham. 

In some few instances I have made small altera- 
tions, of a verbal nature, and here and there I have 
enlarged my observations and statements of facts; 
but, generally speaking, I have not found it necessary 
to make alterations or additions in the part which 
was already written. I have made what I deem a very 
interesting addition relative to the resources of the 
Highlands of Scotland, and their, comparative value 



1 

J 



PRBFAOB* vU 

ivith some parts of England; and this addition 
seemed to me to be necessary, in order to give my 
readers something like correct notions with regard 
^ to that part of the kingdom, which has always been 
so greatly undervalued, not only by Englishmen, 
bxit by all the rest of the world. 

The MOTIVES to the making of this publication, 
are,' to communicate to everybody, as far as I am 
able, correct notions relative to Scotland ; its soil ; 
its products ; its state, as to the well-being or ill* 
being of the people ; . but, above all things, it is my 
desire, to assist in doing justice to the character^ 
political as well as moral, public as well as private^ 
national as well as social, of our brethren in that 
very much misrepresented part of the kingdom. 
This is a duty particularly incumbent upon me; 
for, though I never have carried my notions of the 
sterility and worthlessness of Scotland, and of the 
niggardly character of its inhabitants, to the extent 
which many others have; though I have, in repro- 
bating the conduct of the "booinff'^ pro-consular 
feelosoferSy always made them an exception in favour 
of fixe people of Scotland; though I have always done 
this, still, I could not prevent myself from imbibing. 



m some d^^e, tl^ pfej.udiees^ which a Icuig traia of 
oanse^ beginning to oper^ate nearly a thousand 
yeAV» €LgOy hanre hnplanted in^ the minds of English-* 
men; thoughlbad intimately knoWn:^ fbr manyy ears, 
audi: great numbers of Scotdhmen^^ fbr whom I had 
the greatest regard, still the prejudice^^ the ftdse 
iio€i^ns> lay lurking in my miudf and^ in spite of 
my desire always to do justice towards everybody, 
the injustice Would slip out^. even without my per- 
eeivmg it. In any other man it WY)uld haVe been 
of some importance that th^se erroneoiis notidna 
should he corrected} but, in tne, whose writings', 
I might fgiiriy presume, extended to every^ part of 
the civilized world, it became of very great impor- 
tance; and it became my bounden duty to do that 
justice, which I have endeavoured to do in the fol- 
lowing pages ; and to make, by a true statement of 
facts, derived from ocular proof, that atonement for 
past errors, which I have in these pages endea- 
voured to make. 

From how many pjflrs of English lips have I heard 
the exclamation: ^^Good God! who would have 

-I 

*' thought that Scotland was such a country! What 
•^ monstrous lies we have been told about that coun- 
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^^ try and people!" And^ which has pleased me 
exceedingly, not one man have I met with to whom 
the discovery does not seem to have given delight ». 
If I had hefore wanted a motive to give further 
extension to my account of Scotland, these excla- 
mations would have been motives sufficient; for, 
they would have proved, that bare justice demanded 
that, which, by this publication, I am now endea- 
vouring to do. 

Were it possible, that either this statement of 
motives, or that any part of the work itself, could 
be, by even the most perverse of human beings^ 
ascribed to any desire on my part to curry favour 
with the Scotch, or to any selfish desire whatso^ 
ever ; were this only possible, I am afraid, that I 
should not have had the courage to make this 
statement; but, as this is completely impossible, 
I make it as being the just due of the people of 
Scotland, for whose well-being, whose honour^ 
whose prosperity, whose lasting peace and happi- 
ness, I have as great a regaid, as I have for the 
well-being, prosperity and happiness of those who 
inhabit the spot where I myself was born. 

WM. COBBETT. 
London, 28. Dec. 1832. 
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COBBETT'S TOUR* 

&c. 

PROGRESS IN THE NORTH, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 23. September, 1832. 

From Bolton^ in Lancashire, I carae, through Burt 
and RocuDALE, to Todmorden, on the evening of Tues- 
day, the 18. September. I have formerly described the 
valley of Todmorden as the most curious and romantic 
that was ever seen, and where the water and the coal seem 
to be engaged in a struggle for getting foremost in point of 
utility to man. On the 19. I stayed all day at Todmorden 
to write and to sleep. On the 20. 1 set ofiF for Leeds by 
the stage-coach, through Halifax and Bradford, and 
as to agriculture, certainly the poorest country that I have 
ever set my eyes on, except that miserable Nova Scotia^ 
where there are the townships of Horton and of Wilmot, 
and whither the sensible suckling |tatesman, Lord Howick,' 
is wanting to send English country girls, lest they should 
breed if they stay in England ! This country, from Tod- 
morden to Leeds, is, however, covered over with popu« 
lation, and the two towns of Halifax and Bradford 
are exceedingly populous, lliere appears to be nothing 
produced by the earth but the natural grass of the country, 
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which, however, is not bad. The soil is a sort of a yellow- 
looking, stiffish stuffy lying about a font thick, upon a bed of 
rocky stone, lying upon solid rock beneath. The grass does 
not seem to burn here 5 nor is it bad in quality ; and all 
the grass appears to be wanted to rear milk for this immense 
population, which absolutely covers the whole face of the 
country. The only grain crops that I saw were those oi 
very miserable eats ; some of which were eat and carried ; 
some standing in shock, the sheaves not being more than 
about a foot and a half long; some still standing, and some 
yet nearly green. The land is very high from Halifax 
to Bradford, and preportionably cold. Here are some of 
those ^' Yorkshire hills" that they see from Lancashire and 
Cheshire. 

I got to Leeds about four o'clock, and went to bed at 
eight pft-ecise^y* At five in the mormng of the 21st, J came 
off by the coach to Newcastle, through Harrowgate, 
llipoN, Darlington, and Durham. As 1 never was^ 
in this part of the country before, and can, therefore, never 
have desciibed it upon any former occasion, I shall say 
rather more about it now than I otherwise should do. Having, 
heard and- read so much about the ^' Northern harvest/' 
about the ^* Durham ploughs/' and the *^ Northumberland 
system of husbandry," what was my surprise at findiog^. 
which 1 \'erily believe to be the fact^ that there is not as« 
much corn grown in the North-Riding of Yorkshire, which, 
begins At Ripon, and in the whole county of Durham, as is. 
grown in the Isle of Wight alone. A very small part, cont- 
paratively speaking, is arable land ; and all the outward 
appearances show, that that which is arable was formerly 
pasture. Between Durham and Newcastle there is a» 
pretty g^eneral division of the land into grass fields and 
corn fields ; but, even here, the absence of homesteads^ tk^ 
absence of barns, and of labourers* cottages^ clearly show,, 
that agricukure is a scM't of novelty ; and that x^arly aU wmb 
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pftsiim^ not many years ago, or at any rate, only so nuch 
€^ the land was cultiTated as was neci^ssary to furnish sUaw 
£or the horses kept for other purposes than those of agricuU 
tttiet and oats for those horses, and bread corn suffieient £&t 
tlie g^ziers and their people. All along the road from 
Leeds to Dvuham I saw hardly any wheat at all, or any 
wheat stal4>le^ no barley, the chief crops being oats and 
beana miatfed with peas. These every wliere appeared to )»• 
what we should deesi most miserable cropa.^ The oats* 
tied fip in sheaves^ or yet uncut, were scarcely ever more 
tlian two feet and a half long, the beans were about the 
•am^hieight, and in both cases the land is so full of gyass^ 
as to appear to be a pasture, after the oats and the beans 
were cut. 

The land appears to be divided into very extensive fanits. 
The et»rn when cut, you see put up Into little stacks of a 
elnuilsur form, each containing about th'ee of our soothero 
wagon-loads of sheaves, which stacks are put up round 
about the stone house and the buildings of the farmer. How 
they thrash them out I do not know, for I could see nothing 
lesembling a bara, or a barn's door. By the corn being 
put into suoh small stacks, I should suppose the thrashing 
]^a€«s to be very small, and capable of holding only one 
stack at a time. I have many times seea one »ngle rick 
eontaining a greater qaantity of sheaves than ^/tee» or 
twenty ef these stacks ^ and I have seen more than twenty 
stacksy^ each containing a number of sheaves equal to^ at 
least, fifteen of these stacks ; I have seen more than tweatj 
ef these large stacks, standing at one and the same tivie, 
in one single homestead in Wiltshire. I should not at alt 
wonder if Tom Baring's farmers at Micheldvea had a 
greater buUs. of wheat-stacks standing now than any one 
woold be able to find, of thatgrain especially, in the whole of 
the North* Riding of Y^kshire, and in one half of Durham. 

Bttt t^s by no means implies that these a^e beggarly couii* 
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ties, even exclusive of their waters, coals, quarries and mtnea. 
They are not agricultural counties ; they are not couDties 
for the producing of bread, but they are counties made for 
the express purpose of producing meat; in which respect 
they ^cel the southern counties, in a degree beyond all 
comparison. I have just spoken of the beds of grass that 
are everywhere seen after the oats and beans have beea cut. 
Grass is the natural produce of this land^, which seema to 
have been made on purpose to produce it; and we are- not 
to call land poor because it will produce nothing but meatt 
The size and shape of the fields, the sort of fences, the 
absence of homesteads and labourers' cottages, the thinned 
of the country churches^ everything shows that this was 
always a country purely of pasturage* It is curious, tfaat^ 
belonging to every farm, there appears to be a large quantiig 
of turnips. They are sowed in drills, cultivated between, 
beautifully clean, very large in the bulb, even now, and 
apparently having been sowed early in' June if not in May. 
They are generally the white globe turnip, here and there a 
fiield of the Swedish kind. These turnips are not fed ofif by 
sheep and followed by crops of barley and clover, as intbe 
South, but are raised, I suppose, for the purpose of beli^ 
carried in and used in the feeding of oxen, which have comet, 
off the grass lands in October and November. These turnip 
Hinds seem to take all the manure of the farm ; and, as the 
reader will perceive, they are merely an adjunct to the 
pasturage, serving, during the winter, instead of hay, where- 
-with to feed the cattle of various descriptions. 

This, then, is not a country of farmers, but a country of 
graziers ; a country of pasture, and not a country of the 
plough ; and those who formerly managed the land here 
were not husbandmen, but herdsmen. Fort esc ue was, I 
dare say, a native of this country ; for he describes England 
9A a country of shepherds and herdsmen, not working so veiy^ 
bard as. the people of France did, having more leisure for 
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contemplation, and, therefore, more likely to form a just 
estimate of tbeir rights and duties : and he describes them 
as having, at all times, in their houses, plenty of flesh 
to eat, and plenty of woollen to wear. St. Aogustink^ 
in writing to the Pope an account of the character and 
conduct of his converts in England, told him that he 
found the English an exceedingly good and generous peo- 
ple ; but that they had one fault, their fondness for jBesh« 
meat was so great, and their resolution to have it so deter- 
mined, that he could not get them to abstain from it, even 
Oil the fast*days ; and that he was greatly afraid that 
&ey would return to their state of horrible heathenism, 
rather than submit to the discipline of the church in this 
respect. The Pope, who had more sense than the greater 
part of bishops have ever had, wrote for answer: *^ Keep 
^* them wichin the pale of the church, at any rate, even if 
" they slaughter their oxen in the church-yards : let them 
** make shambles of the churches, rather than suffer the 
** devil to carry away their souls." The taste of our fathers 
was by no means for the potato ; for the "nice mealy 
potato." The Pope himself would not have been able to 
induce them to carry ^* cold potatoes in their bogs** to the 
plough-field, as was, in evidence before the special commis- 
sions, proved to have been the common practice in Hamp- 
shire and Wiltshire, and which had been before proved by 
enridence taken by unfeeling committees of the borough- 
Hionger House of Commons. Faith ! these old papas of 
ours would have burnt up not only the stacks, but the 
ground itself, rather than have lived upon miserable roots, 
while those who raised none of the food were eating up all 
the bread and the meat. BiiouGHAftr and Birkbecx, 
and the rest of the Malthusian crew, are constantly at work 
preaching content to the hungry and the naked. To be sure, 
thi^ themsehres, however, are not content to be hungry and 
naked* Amongst other things, they tell the working-people 
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that the waikiag-£>]ks, especially in the North,. u«ed to hare 
iu> hread» except such as waa made of oats and of barley. 
That was better than potatoes, even the '* nice mealy ones \* 
especially when carried cold to the field in a bag, £at thee^ 
i&terarj impoetorsi these deluders,^ as far as they are able to 
delude ; these vagabond authors, who thus write and pub- 
lish for the purpose of persuading the working-people to b« 
quiet, while they suck luxuries and riches out of the fruit 
of their toil ; these literary impostors take care not to tell 
the people, that these oat-cakes and this barley- bread were 
always associated with great lumps of Jlesh'tneat; they 
forget to tell them this, or rather these half-mady perrersei,^ 
and perverting literary impostors suppress tlie facts for rea- 
sons far too manifest to need stating. 

The. cattle here are the most beautiful by far that I ever 
saw* The sheep are very handsome ; but the horned cattle 
are the prettiest creatures tliat my eyes ever beheld. My sons, 
will recollect, that, when they were little boys, I took them 
to see the *' Duruau Ox,'' of which they drew the pic* 
ture, I dare say, a hundred times. That was upon a lai^e 
scale, to be sure, the model of all these beautiful cattle : 
short horns, strait back, a taper neck, very small in propor- 
tion where it joins onto the small and handsome head, deep 
dewlap, small boned in the legs, hoop- ribbed, square-hipped^ 
tail slender. A great part of them are white, or approach- 
ing very nearly to white: they all appear to be Italffat^ 
cows and oxen and aU ; and the meat from them is said to- 
be, and I believe it is, as fine as that from Lincolnshire, 
Hereibrdshire, Romney Marsh, or Feveosey Level ; and I 
am ready, at any time, to swear, if need be, that one pouiui 
of it fed upon this grass is worth more, to me at least, than 
any ten pounds or twenty pounds fed upon oil-cake, or the 
stinking stuff of distilleries; aye, or even upon turnips. This 
ti all grassland^ even from Staffordsiilre to this point In, 
its very nature it produces grass that fattens. The little 



prodiMuhg«land that there ii even io^the South of LaDoashim 
and the West-Rid log of Yorkshire^ produces grass that wmM 
fiitteti an oic^ though the land he upon the tops of Mils. Every- 
-where^ where there is a sufficiency of grass, it will &ttea an 
ox ; and well do we Southern people know, that, exce(>t ia 
mere vales and meadows, we hav^ no land that will do ibis ^ 
we know that we might put an ox up to his eyes in ow^ 
ffrass^ and that h would only just keep him front grawing. 
worse : we know that we are obliged to have ttstmips and 
meal aud cabbages and parsnips and potatoes, and then^ 
with some of our hungry hay for them to pick their teeth 
with J we mako shift to put fat upon an ox. Yet, so much 
are we like the beasts, which, in the fable, came beforo 
Jupiter to ask him to endow them with faculties incompa^ 
tible with thei^ divers ^mes and divers degree of strength » 
that we, iu this age of '' waust improvements^ Ma^um/' am 
always hankering after laying fields down in pasture, in the 
Sou A, while these fellows in the North, as if resolved to 
rival us in *' improvement *' and perverseness, must needs 
break up their pastur^^Iands, and proclaim defiance to tlie 
will of Providence, and, instead of rich pasture, present to 
Ike eye of the traveller half-green starveling oats and peas> 
aome of them in blossom in the last week of September^ 
The land> itself, the earth, of its own accord, as if resolved 
to vindicate the decrees of its Maker, sends up grass uudor 
tiiese miserable crops, as if to punish them for their intra* 
•ion ;, and, when die crops are off, there comes a pasture, at 
any rate> in which the grass, like that of Herefordshire and 
Lincoloshii^^ ia not (as it is in our Southern counties) 
mixed with weeds ; but, standing upon the ground as thick 
as the earth can bear it,, and fattening everything that eats 
of it, it forbids the perverse occupier to tear it to pieces* 
Such is the land of this country; all to the North of 
Cheshire, at any rate, leaving out the East-Riding of York* 
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shire and Lincolnshire, which are adapted for corn in some, 
spots and for cattle in others. 

These Yorkshire and Durham cows are to be seen in 
great numbers in and about London, where they are used 
for the purpose of giving milk, of which I suppose they give 
great quantities ; but it is always an observation that^ if 
yovL have these cows you must keep them exceedingly well ^ 
and this is very true : for, upon the food which does very 
well for the common cows of Hampshire and Surrey, they 
would dwindle away directly and be good for nothing at all | 
and these sheep, which are as beautiful as even imagination 
could make them, so round and so loaded with flesh, would 
actually perish upon those downs and in those folds, wheiB 
our innumerable flocks not only live but fatten so well, aiid* 
with such facility are made to produce us such quantities oS, 
fine mutton and such bales of fine wool. There seems to be 
something in the soil and climate, and particularly in the 
soil, to create everywhere a sort of cattle and of sheep fitted 
to it ; Dorsetshire and Somersetshire have sheep different 
from all others, and the nature of which it is to have their 
lambs in the fall instead of having them in the spring. I re« 
member, that, when 1 was amongst the villages on the Coxs- 
woLD-iiiLLS, in Gloucestershire, they showed me their 
sheep, in several places, which are a stout big-boned sheep. 
They told me, that many attempts had been made to cross 
them with the small-boned Leicester breed, but that it had 
never succeeded, and that the race always got back to the 
GoTs WOLD breed immediately. 

Before closing these rural remarks, I cannot help calling 
to the mind of the reader an observation of Lord Johk 
Scott El don, who, at a time when there was a great 
complaint about ** agricultural distress " and about the 
fearful increase of the poor-rates, said^ '^ that there was no 
*^ such distress in Northumberland, and no such increase 
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^ "of the poor-rates:** and so said my dignitary, Dr. Black, 
I at the same time: and tbis> this wise lord, and this not 
l^ss wise dignitary of mine, aseribed to '^ the bad practice 
** of the farmers o* the Sooth paying the labourers their 
** wages out of the poor-rates, which was not the practice in 
" the North," I thought that they were teUing what the 
children call stories ; but I now find that these obsenratioiis 
of theirs arose purely from that want of knowledge of the 
country, which was^ and is, common to them both. Why, 
LiORD John, there are no such persons here as we call 
fiarmers, and no such persons as we call farm- labourers. 
t<*rom Cheshire to Newcastle, I have never seen one 
single labourer's cottage by the side of the road ! Oh, 
Lord ! if the good people of this country could but see the 
endless strings of vine* covered cottages and flower-gardens 
of the labourers of Kent, Sussex, Surrey, and Hampshire ; 
if they could go down the vale of the Avon in Wiltshire, 
from Marlborough Forest to the city of Salisburt, and 
there see thirty parish churches in a distance of thirty 
miles; if they could go from that city of Salisbury up 
the valley of Wyllt to Wauminster, and there see 
<Aiie»and-thirty churches in the space of twenty-seven 
miles ; if they could go upon the top of the down^ as I did 
not far (I think it was) from St. Mart Cotford, and 
there have under the eye, in the valley below, ten parish 
'churches within the distance of eight miles, see the 
downs covered with innumerable flocks of sheep, water 
meadows running down the middle of the valley, while the 
sides rising from it were covered with corn, sometimes 
a. hundred acres of wheat in one single piece, while the 
stack-yards were still well stored from the previous harvest ; 
If John Scott Eldon's countrymen could behold these 
things, their quick sighted ness would soon discover why 
poor-rates should have increased in the South and not in 
the North ; and, though their liberality would suggest an 
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apolog]i>' for ny dignitary^ Dr. Black, who was^ freighted tm 
Iboadoaia a snmok, and has ev^r since beea impounded inr 
die Strand,, relieved now^ and then by an excunsion to 
Black heath or Clapham CoMMair ; to find an apology^t 
§or their ootmtryman, Lord John, would be putting their 
liheralitj to an uncooimoiily severe test ; for he, be ilb 
known* to them, baa chosen hi»<3omitry abode, not in the 
Strand like my less-informed dignitary, Dr. Black,, nor 
in his native regions in the North ; but has, in the beautiial 
oeunty of Dorset, amidst valleys and downs precisely liJre 
those of Wilti^re, got as near to the sun as he could poa* 
sibly get, and t^ere, from- the top of his mansion he can se^ 
a seore of churches, and from his lofty and ever-green 
dott^asy and- from hia fat valleys beneath, he annually sends 
his flocks of long*tailed- ewes to Apples havw fair, thence to 
be sold to all the southern parts of the kingdom, having 
Ito.K marked upon their beautiful wool ; and, like the two 
fikc^one at Maidistonb,. all tarred with the Mime brashb 
It is curlouS). too> -. notwithatanding the old maxim, that we 
all tfy to gfit as nearly as possible in our old age to the- s^t 
whence we first sprang, that Lord John's buotlier Willi a iff 
(who lias some title that I have forgotten) has taken up his 
quarters on the healthy and I say beautiful Cotswolds 
of Gleucestec^re, where, in going in a post-chaise from 
Stowb-in-tke-Wold to Cirencester, I thought I 
should never get by the wall of his park; and I e&claimed 
to Mr. Dean, who was along with me, ** Curse this North*- 
^* umbrian 8li]p'4}Fokec's son, he has got one-half of the 
*' county ;'' and then all the way to Cirencester I wa« 
explaining to- Mr. Dean !tow the man had got his money, 
at which Dban, who is a Roman Catholic, seemed to me to 
be ready to cross himself several times. 

No^ there is no apology for Lord John's observations on 
the difference betweeil the poor-rates of the South and those 
of the r<ipQctfak. 'Eo gn horn. London to his country-houses, Iw 
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must go across Suney and Hampshire^ along one of the valeB 
of Wikshire, and one of the vales of Doraetsthire, in vi4iicfa 
latter county he has many a time seen in one single large 
field, a hundred wind-mows (stacks made in the field, in 
order that the corn may get quite dry before it be put into 
great stacks) ; he has many a time -seen , on one'farm^ two 
or three hundred of these, each df which was rery nearly as 
big as the stacks which you see in the stack-yards of the 
Nosrth- Riding of Yorkshire and of Durham, where a large 
farm seldom produces more than ten or a dozen ai these 
stacks, and where the &rmer s property consists of his cattle 
and sheep, and where little, very little, agricultural labour 
ia wanted. Lord John ought to have known the cause of 
the great difference, and not to have suffered such nonsense 
to come out of a head covered with so very large a wig. 

I looked with particular care on the sides of the road all 
the way through Yorkshire and Durham. The distance, 
altogether, from Oldham in Lancashire to Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, is about a hundred and fifty miles; and, 
leaving out the great towns, I did not see so many churches 
as are to be seen in any twenty miles of any of the valleys 
of Wiltshire. All these things prove that these are by nature 
counties of pasturage, and that they were formerly used 
solely for that purpose. It b curious that there are none of 
those lands here which we call '* meadows^ The rivers 
nm in deep beds^ and have generally very steep sides ; no 
little rivulets and occasional overflowings tbat make the 
meadows in the South, which are so very beautiful, but the 
grass in which is not of the rich nature that 'the grass is ia 
these counties in the North : it will produce milk enough, 
but it will not produoe beef. It is hard to say which part of 
the country is the most valtiablegift of God ; but every one 
must see how perverse and injurious it is to endeavour to 
produce in the. one that which nature lias intended to con- 
fine to fhe other. After all the unnatural eSbrtstbat liave 
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been made here to ape the farming of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
it is ooly playing at farming, as stupid and '* loyal " parents 
used to set their children to play at soldiers during the 
last war. If any of these sensible men of Newcastx.e 
were to see the farming in the South downs, and to see, as 
I saw in the month of July last, four teams of large oxen, 
six in a team, all ploughing in one field in preparation for 
wheat, and several pairs of horses, in the same field, drag- 
ging, harrowing, and rolling, and had seen on the other sitie 
of the road, from five to six quarters of wheat standii^ 
upon the acre, and from nine to ten quarters of oats, stand- 
ing alongside of it, each of the two fields from fifty to a 
hundred statute acres; if any of these sensible men of New- 
castle could see these things, they would laugh at the 
childish work tliat they see going on here under the name 
of farming ; the very sight would make them feel how im- 
perious is the duty on the lawgiver to prevent distress from 
visiting the fields, and to take care that those whose labour 
produced all the food and all the raiment, shall not be fed 
upon potatoes and covered with rags; contemplating the 
important effects of their labour, each man of them wou|d 
say as I said when this mean and savage faction had me at 
my trial, '* I would see all these labourers hanged, and be 
'* hanged along with them, rather than see them live upon 
" potatoes." 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 24. September, 1832. 

Since writing the above I have had an opportunity of 
receiving information from a very intelligent gentleman of 
this county, who tells me, that in Northumberland there are 
some lands which bear very heavy crops of wheat ; that the 
agriculture in this county is a great deal better than it is 
farther south ; that, however, it was a most lamentable thing 
that the paper-money price of corn tempted so many men 
to break up these fine pastures ; that the turf thus destroyed 
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cannot be restored > probably in a whole centttry; that the 
land does not now, with present prices, yield a clear profit, 
anything like what it would have yielded in the pasture ; 
and that thus was destroyed the goose with the golden eggs. 
Just so was it with regard to the downs in the south and 
tlie west of England, where there are hundreds of thousands 
of acres, where the turf was the finest in the world, broken 
vp^fbr the sake of the paper -money prices, but now left to be 
downs again ; and which will not be downs for more than 
a century to come. Thus did this accursed paper»money 
cause even the fruitful qualities of the earth to be antici- 
pated , and thus was the soil made worth less than it was 
before the accursed invention appeared ! This gentleman 
told me, that this breaking up of the pasture-land in this 
country had made the land, though covered again with 
artificial grasses, unhealthy for sheep ; and he gave as an 
instance the facts, that three farmers purchased a hundred 
and fifty sheep each, out of the same flock; that two of 
them, who put their sheep upon these recently broken*up 
lands, lost their w^ole flocks by the rot, with the exception 
of four in the one case and four in the other, out of the 
three hundred : and that the third farmer, who put his sheep 
upon the old pastures, and kept them there, lost not a 
single sheep out of the hundred and fifty ! These, ever 
accursed paper-money, are amongst thy destructive effects i 
1 shall now, laying aside for the present these rural affairs, 
turn to the politics of this fine, opulent, solid, beautiful, and 
important town. With respect, however, to matters in 
which I myself have been and am concerned, and in giving 
account of which it will not be necessary for me to speak of 
the character or conduct of other parties, I am at liberty to 
proceed freely ; and, indeed, justice to myself, justice to my 
friends, and justice to our cause, demand of me that I dis- 
charge this duty without loss of time. 
I hare to relate then, that, while at Mai7 Chester, I 
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received an invitation to lodge while iharc, «t*lhe^boii8a«af 
a friend, of whom 1 shall have to speak more fully hereafter; 
that e^ery denaonstration of respect and kindness met me mt 
the door of the <:oach in which I came from Lebos, om 
Friday, the 21. September ; that in the early part of Saeten-' 
day, the 22. a deputation of gentlemen^ with Mr. Larkzk, 
the surgeon, at their head, waited upon me with an cuidresM, 
which I shall presently insert. Let the readers, in my motive 
county and parish, remember, that I am now at the ^end 
of thirty years of calumnies poured out iocessantly upcm 
-from the poisonous mouths and pens of three hundred 



nary villains, called newspaper editors and reportero ; ifaat J 
have written and published more than a hundred volumes 4ii 
those thirty years ; and that more than a thousand Toluates 
(chiefly paid for out of the taxes) have been written imd 
published for the sole purpose of impeding the progxess a£ 
those truths that dropped from my pen ; that mif whole iib 
has been a life of sobriety and labour ; that 1 have inva- 
riably shown that I loved and honoured my country, and 
that I preferred its greatness and happiness far beyond mj 
own ; that, at four distinct periods, 1 might have rolled la 
wealth derived from the public 'money, which 1 always 
refused on any account to touch ; that, for having thwarted 
this Government in its wastefulness of the public rasoaroea, 
and particularly for my endeavours to produce that refer n 
of the Parliament which the Government itself has at last 
been compelled to resort to ; that, for having acted tim 
zealous and virtuous part, I have been twice stripped of aH 
my earnings by the acts of this Government ; once lodged 
in a felon's jail for two years, and once driven into exile ior 
two years and a half; and that, after all, here I am on a 
spot within a hundred miles of which I never was ibefore in 
my life ; and here I am receiving the unsolicited applause 
of men amongst the most intelligent in the wThole kiogdom, 
and the names of some of whom hare been pronounced 
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ac&tfmpaoi^ wHbadmiratiob, even to the southeromost edge 
of tke kingdom* 

The ADDBESS^ which was preceded by a speech of Mr. 
LabIciN) was delivered to me printed on white satin; and 
I will take care that it shall be preserved in a suitable 
munner, not only for my life-time, but for the life of one, at 
hsnstf that shkll come after me. Upon occasions like this I 
always think what base and degenerate dogs those must 
be, who, while the world is looking at them with scorn, can 
crawl upon their bellies to obtain marks of approbation from 
nrinist^rs and kings. I will now insert 'first, the speech of 
Mr. Lark IK, and then the address, together with all the 
ii^atures, being well assured that my excellent friends in 
London, at Oldhamj at Manchester, and everywhere 
else, wilt think this the best answer to be given to the 
sneaking and base PRIGS of Manchester, and to their 
110% less base instigators at Westminster. 



MR. LARKIN'S SPEECH. 

To Mr. Cobbett. 

' '' Sir, — I sSh deputed by the gentlemen who have signed 
** this address, an address of congratulation on your arrival 
** in this town, to present it to you. To me this is an office 
^ which I perform with sentiments of pride and gratlBcation 
which language is inadequate to express ; and I embrace 
with ^agierness the opportunity it affords of acknowledging 
** ^e deep debt of gratitude which, as a Catholic, I owe to 
'^ the' historian of the Protestant Reformation. Sir, you 
^ cdrlaclttde your English Grammar with the following sen-' 
teiices of advice to your son: * Never esteem men merely 
'on account of their riches or their station. Respect 
** * gondness, find it wherie you may. Honour talent where- 
«< < ever you behold it unasseciated with vice ; but honour it 
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^*When exerted in the cause of truth and jattree^ ; Mt% 
!« ^ateve all thki^fy IktM hm hotMk wlwar k «li|m'f<iMMird 
'' ' to j^tect deleooeliMi innoemeie mg^m$ ikm alladse of 
^ ' p6tv«r6il giii^/ Wey sir, o» tMs ocSdaMV' are ttctwrtej 
^ pr«ni«^y ly theseiiti4n«nt»ydiihai«e adiMtteaq^ree^^ 
^ th^e heaxitiM Imea. In j<m w# hmMwr Irittat WA .oaijit 
^ onassoeiated wkfeTieey Hat cttenML tnfUk g»eaNl?vk«a«B^ 
'' not only ^^feaniodl iB»«th f^^mSt ir'msmm, fefat aeeomiittnied 
^ wit^ great e36eif^oiii»; not only aecoaaf^floiKd sritfa ^aai 
^ eJcerttons, but vditii eatfertkma tkat^ have wafofmly ben is 
^ the cafose ol tnrth and ;^ietice ^ dad^ atove i^ thii}^ #« 
^ hononr yoo, beoauseycia hato never filled to ittpiatwwSt 
V to protect defenceiess isaoc<efnce against [lowerfal gn§l» 
^* To us it is pf^caKariy pleasing to have this opportunity ei 
^ kiyiflg before you our unaffected sentiAieats of adniiratioB 
'< and esteem, because in addfesnaf yecr we oilimet fa^ 
*' suspected of flattery, nor accused of hypocrisy. You, 
^' sir, have not riches, nor places, nor pensions, nor honours, 
" nor stars, nor ribands, nor garters, at yoor disposal ; what 
** motive then can we have in presenting an address to you 
** but that of giving 'eicpression to our feeling in the sim- 
** plicity and sincerity of our hearts ? You ha^e made not 
^ only- individuals, but a nation your debtor. The^e ki not 
*^ one ei* us who has not p^sonally experienced thoafdvan'^ 
^' tages of your exertions* In your admifable Qraoimanr 
'' of the French and English lac^ageS, what Useful tn* 
" struction and how pleasingly conveyed f in yonr * A^ice 
'/ to Ydung Men,' what excellent lessons, and what ia« 
" centives to virtue and ind^>aBde^e ! in yoiir agneultufa! 
'f works, what knowledge of rural affairs ! in .your ' Cotlago 
'* Economy,' what knowledge of domestie concerns I in 
*' your Political Register^ what knowledge of the e60tt<Hny 
*' of nations ! In thete works what a'versatilily and variety 
" of talent do we beh^ I What evid^ncee of a mind at 



'^iyam ctfmfftkefu^¥9 toA mhame In lit viMV, enbrado^ 
t^^lditgi tff YMt aad g^ABftie auigaltdb, tad mt ^wt^Uof 
^ 4lM0»tint «ppcF*r HtCto mA imn»feMort We are prauA 
i^«€ joaiM €»ttr ^govnli^pmMi; ani Mgard witli admiratioii 
^' a geniiis ^t has-tdetaled yeo fnun the gukiaiiee of the 
'^ fkof^ fEi a filDMB to jgptiide a klagdUMtt/ I have bow, ur^ 
f^t^ie h«w»ar to fead te jtm tbe followiBf addf ess." 
- He tltefrpitt file addreis iiile mj hsads^ wMcb I reedred 
tMi gieatcr piide ^laa I ever reeeived anythiiig in mj life ; 
«■& as I hiatm notYdag of wbat tbe addrest was to be, I 
eselBrtied a ekort extempore anewer, whicli I am afraid was 
it very awkward affair, compaared ^i4tb the matter as well as 
wilk the aoaaaef of that wluch had been uttered by 
Mr. LAiuciif, 

THE ADDRESS. 

, *^ Sia, — We, tlie undersign^, .gladly take this oppor^ 
tunlty, by many of us lopg de»ced, of cooveyiag to you 
our respect and our congratulations on your arrival in this 
** town. We respect you, air, lesa for the unrivalled talent 
** of your writings than for the utility of those writings, 
*^ especially regarding them as directed to better the con- 
'' ditiott and improve the minds of the labouring class ; 
*' that class, which, if honours were rightly distributed, 
*' ought to be held the highest, as all the rest depend upon 
it. There is, however, sir, another feature of your 
writings, in oar eyes, even more important than that to 
" which we have just alluded ; your strictures upon the 
^' money affairs, or currency of this great kingdom. In your^ 
*^ views on this most momentous matter you have, in our 
** opinion, beea right from first to last ; and so deeply and 
" thoroughly convinced are we of the truth of your 
*^ doctrines, that we embrace this opportunity of declaring, 
'^ that on one essential point we take your advice. We 
'^ declare, sir, (and your reasonings are the cause of the 
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*' declaration^) that if any alteration whatever in tke 
cturency be attempted^ every one of us, who have moniev 
either lodged in savings banks, or otherwise similarly io- 
** vested, will^ on hearing of such atteoEipt, immediately ^r» 
*^ such money into gold, and keep it so. ; ' 

^\ We further congratulate you, sir, on the passing of the 
'' Reform Bill, inasmuch as it will inevitably bring abottt^ 
^' in the fulness of time, the success of those great measures 
'^ of which you, during a long life, have been the most able 
*^ and most unwearied advocate. Your admisMon into Par- 
'' liament, we have no doubt, will be one of the consequences 
** of that bill ; and we shall esteem your advocacy in Par- 
*^ liament of those great measures which you have so long 
^* advocated out of it, as the surest evidence that the reform, 
*^ which we have hailed as real, is real indeed. 

** We wish you, sir, health and happiness, and that you 
^*may have the felicity of witnessing, and carrying into 
** effect, that full consummation of national regeneration ; 
'* to the success of which you have been, by your writings in 
•' our opinion, the greatest contributor." 
^* Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Sept 19, 1832." 
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North Shields, 25. Sept. 1832. 
I came here this forenoon, and am to lecture at the 
theatre this evening. This place is about eight miles from 
Newcastle, down the river Tyne towards the sea; and as 
much like Wapping it is as any two peas were ever like each 
other. South Shields is just opposite, on the other side 
of this '* LiTtLE Thames/* called the Tynej and sach. 
places for stir and bastle, on the sides of the river and on 
the river, never were seen, except at London itself; and, 
really, these places seem to surpass even London in this 
respectt To describe to an inhabitant of London this famous 
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groap q{ towDSt Newcastle, North Shields, Gates* 
HEAD, and South Shields, a very few words are oecesr 
sary ; the Tyne is the Thameis ; Newcastle is the city of 
London ; Gateshead is Southwark ; the bridge that cooDects 
these is old London-bridge; North Shields is Wappiug; 
and South Shields is Deptford : and all these are so pre^ 
cisely like the big thing in Middlesex and Surrey, that it 
irould almost' make one believe that the former place had 
bred, and that this was a young one. As you go over the 
bridge £rom Gateshead to Newcastle, there are the ships 
innumerable, lying below the bridge as far as you can see 
down the river ; and there are the barges and the boats 
ahipve the bridge ; and all the same .sort of people at.work^ 
and all the same sort of work going on. When you get 
over the bridge there is the Thames-street turning round 
the corner to the right and to the left; and there is the 
Custom-house ; and there is the Billingsgate, only with the 
fish a little fresher, and with fishwomen not quite so drunken 
nor quite so nasty; and there is the ** Fish-street-hill," 
just as much like '* t'other place" as if it had been spit out 
of its mouthy only that it has not a lying monument as 
t'other place has. Newcastle is a really solid fine town ; 
just such streets as the city of London ; just such shops ; 
and just such industrious and busy-looking people. Nor b 
it (worse is its luck !) destitute of a corporation, yielding, as 
far as I can find, in point of wisdom, justice, honesty, fair 
dealing with the people, not one jot to Chahley Pear- 
son, FiGGiNS the printers tinker, and the rest of the 
THING under which we have the happiness to live in 
Middlesex. To be sure, there is not such ample scope for 
guttling and guzzling ; but this corporation, too, is allowed 
to raise taxes on the river ; it has the fingering of public 
property of various descriptions; and I am well assured, 
that the manner of its management, and the application and 
distribution of the funds, are such, that Charley Pear- 
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-»DN% COBUDOD Council mild HOvOBftl HV0iIB»'» C0M«t f9£ 

-AldermeA bftve no Teatdft ta blaflh at iMuftng tibe iMiqpdrftliiii 
4)f NfiwcAtTi.% «alkd thm l^ptimsle eaffapraag. Not lis 
•1^ deficient in tcnytliiflg bekwgkif to ^ ifmm^ Uw <daJU 
im a DEBT, teo ; a funded dOiti; MtA, i&e tViilv 
THING, wlHdh, agata, reaenOdiMi^fae gnat THING dwll 
mt Wksticivstsr, k eaa never jmi^ off! &a that ia ail 
Iftifiga this famous taimof Newcaalle f i som blas ttlie oitj «f 
liOodoik; and Gateshead 'aad te two SuxELDSEa jae- 
«6mi>le those Irasdiag af»peiidages beiaaBHeeiiliflML &]s 
€npo«8ibi«, by ^e ase €^ aay wards^ to f^ve an adaqnate 
Mm (tf tha«tir and basde i^xn tfaistiiee];, af fwUdi dtbeee 
aeems to be scarcely aay«({«iare yaid of water whioites^ 
periences onelialf hour at a time withont somethifig ar odnr 
l>eing ftoatftng upoa it* 



From North 'Shieids yoa look across tlie -water ta 
South Spiielbs ; and there is a steam-boat taldttg paesea* 
gers across every half hour. By diis steam-boat 1 croased 
at twelve o^clock to-day, and got to ^s pface about two. 
Sunderland is seven miles from Sotrni SntELiys, in a 
south-easterly direction, near the moath of u river «a]led 
the Wear, on the right bank of which, going dowaa'anls, 
the greater part of the town lies. To go into the town yoa 
go over an iron biidge of very beacrtHul architedtare. The 
liver is narrow, running down between rocks -which aic 
nearly perpendicular and of great hei^t. The bridge ctobscb 
this river from rock to rock, and is ^so far above the water 
that ships of considerable size go nnrder the "bridge i!iyt>dly 
lowering their top-gallant-inasts. The main ^eet atSiTN* 
DERLAND IS, they say, a mife tmd three quarters lin^-; 
and it hais innumerable trfaops, ^mr, tm am awrage, llnm 






tbej cause tto .olhif {mmI» ^4ii»,m»4li l# briJig lutfa^r a)} 

- Slit like BM«|;ioliiie«y^iitid7ft]^ 

teo untiiob m |Wfl«» ^M^ jNHut^s will r(M»eioi>wr wdl th« 

iMiW :«JPiiOc|iM JI|ldfJ»^«Mk^MNtf Hp /raw NiKWCA»T.JU9f 

itaoilig A^ dji»iMimiM im ^ A«£^riW Xh^y wiU jri»* 

.« jRMi <if n^y teKMiWnif I 4«re jh^^ hfti jiot wiahed tb«jt lie 
OMiId itaw0 fteeo^ 4wr KtBiisd tboas meiii whose «peecbes luid 
piO0eediQgii ab«^liitel3rigjB.v^ aUuie jto 4be whole csaoMrx^ 
smmI sK}i«se fwtqM9-ibfi^l«e &fi»)ij|ir iu the mombs otfi^m 
ike iC^ofwtiekf j|^ :Sjwex ^od I{^t* I hiure im>^ seisa 
Ihese inei) ^h «i|r ^iNa ^yess M»d Jthey Are i^ fs4r s<xmple^ 
pAiEhftf^s liftlher.s, pj|;]Qed.«.a«HP)«« v«l thi» whole of ihe jpeupk 
nftbie ^istrkl of.liii# icwiilry au Pu^h^m i^od Northumber^ 
kiid^ )9^ie)i #eiNMt tp ^Mive hee» iJwi^ys fanMWS for «ae« of 
fn^ gcmifi Md «l»fiK^«* In c^iiig £r<Mii ^ouTii ^Hi£i.Ds 
j0%v^s>%%i,AM^ pe,w«9t «u»a^ to JjVBJtow, so %mous 
jis ^ hj^tb-ipbGe^C^'^lie veo€irable £«»£ ;" to be sure, ds 
^. »meffMe Ib^ve ^PWs #om# dilbneaoe betweeu bicq aod 
liie.t«rii Seoif«s, £{49^2f #nd >SaHFwei.i«, ^d that Mit* 
FOUD who was afterwards Lord Redesdal^; but thej 
«)ie iv^retetirnes sif S^zw^castl^ ^od tbe oeigbbourhped ; 
sidl bftring Jiad .tile good J^iek to go to the South, they 
iiloftished thes«6r0i» Ii«a4 beca«i« gneat. oaen^ which ^^ 
f¥t¥^ womH Jmve Imm if 4hey Jy^ remained here : aod 
W^€iimmm 4o tb^ ia.pip^ar ^ Jba^e tteieA of this, th^t they 
liaiie aH laike«i£f«ieikU go^ i»ki0 aavAr te «oine baok to seUle 
heire agata. They \mm saat.ibair j^w mA £oe Aao^tes to 
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be put up at the cornen of the streets, which namee haT«^ 
hitherto escaped the fate of that of Wellikotoi7 ; aad 
iq all probability will now. continue to escape it. 

' Let me now give my readers in the South, if I can, some* 
thing like an adequate idea of the face of the country, o£ 
the farming J and of the collieries, and of the state]^of the 
working people, which last is always the most interesting 
object with every man of sense, writing upon the state of m - 
country. Observe, that, in going from Newcastle to 
North Shields, you go a road pretty nearly parallel m^th 
the river, and get seven miles nearer to the sea. Along this 
seven miles the farming is excellent ; fine com fields, large 
and beautiful fields of turnips of both kinds, sdwed in rowA 
with inter-cultivation ; and I saw not one field of turoipg 
which was not fine ; the pastures very fine ; the hay^stacks^ 
containing from forty, perhaps, to seventy tons of hay each, 
made even neater than those in Middlesex^ and thatched 
with greater care. No barley, but prodigious quantities of 
wheat and of oats ; the stacks much larger than those on 
the road from Leeds to Newcastle, and in some cases from 
twenty to thirty of them in one farm-yard. The cows, the 
^finest that man ever set his eyes on ; a good deal of white 
in their colour ; some quite white ; short horns ; strait back ; 
just like those in the Holderi^^ess country of Yorkshire, 
and in great abundance as to numbers though the propor^ 
tion of pasture land has been, unwisely, so considerably 
diminished. The turnips are for winter food in the stall 
for the cattle. 

From South Shields to Sunderland the country 
still the same, or rather better as it lies nearer the sea. 

» 

There are no barns such as we have in the South. All the 
farm buildings are of stone ; each has a place sufficiently 
large for beating out the corn by a thrashing machine | and 
there appears to be no such thing as a ham's floor or 2l flail 
in the whole of these counties. The terrific word *' Swing/' 



wkkA WM at once 1^ signatiure aod a signal, iir the name of 
that pwrt of the flail which the thrasher brings into contact 
mth the straw. Therelbre Mr.- Swivg never was heard 
o£in this county ; but his doings would have been heard of 
had it not been* for a reason very different indeed from that 
of any difference that there is in the character^ in the mo* 
rality, or in the intelligence^ or anderstanding, or education 
ui those who labour on the land. Scott Eldon and Dr. 
BiiACK used to prate away about the good sense of the 
labourers in the North| and about the poor-rates not being 
excesstye in the North. They did not seem to know that 
here agriculture is only a small part of the business of the 
county, and that in the southern, eastern, and western conn* 
ties it is the whole business. They did not seem to know 
that there were no farm labourers living in cottages here ; 
and that there was scarcely an instance in this part of 
England of a person working, upon the land, not living, or, 
at least, boarding, in the home 'of the farm on which he 
worked. A man who has been paid as a statesman for pretty 
nearly fifty years, and another who has been a professed 
enlightener of the. people for twenty years, ought to have 
known that there was no such thing as a village purely 
agricultural to. the north of Leeds, while the southern, 
eastern, and western counties consist of very little else; such 
men ought to have known this ; but they did not know it, 
therefore they spread about error instead of spreading what 
ought to be called knowledge. 



Durham, 27. Sept. 1832. 

In coming from Sukderland to Durham, a distance 
of fourteen miles, I came from the. sea-beach to the centre of 
the county, and gradually to inferior land. I perceive, that 
the county of Durham, along by the sea-side^ has a strip 
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ef land, rwymghk wndfSoi^tMmikf milei to 4itt «r 4mAw9p 
resenilHtog tlia country in tke East-Htding, and^iio?fin<i<i|iiam 
part of the North-lttdiog of YorUiife, to niliick lattor, 
iadeed, it joIm. Tha EasURkHag b aepaMaA feaai 4ia 
rieb part of Liiicoliiahure lyitfae liir««itt; aai dMis Ait 
fine la«d roos aH along bj tbe aca-aUb turn liTirir^ la 
Norfolk, to tbe moutb 4tf tba Tnne; moA tbaa at jpnai 
all aloBg the seapcoast to 4be TmrtLUM, iaelottig ia ill 
^wajthe estMee «(f Lord Orey at Atkmapk/t^iihamumt 
and from the 'Tw bed it eootiauot en 4a tbo ^csm «£ 
Forth, taking ia'^e fine fermtagcouittriaa (d^B^rmAMmt^ 
and Ea«t Lotitian, to behold wbich <ia « pleaaaia iteft I 
yet have to come. 

This eastern part of the county of Ditrham ae, ^ka 40 
the rest of these counties, geaevalty le9«i ; or, at least, atmdb 
more so than the counties ia the^avfth aad the West. Tlw 
country is fine, but not pretty: the kanrett firaa aii^la:; imk 
fhe atiibbles aad the atacte proved It 4o bai« kten ^aodi 
and, as to the paatuves, the turaips, and ^he^eairs, tb^ aa^ 
ceed everything of which a Soa^ara, or Waetera, ar BiNU 
em, farmer can have an idea. Tbe lAeep appear ^ta bO'eif 
fiieXEiCESTKR breed, tbe CHETior-iii'iL^baep iM}t tor* 
ing found fheir way into these vicb paatOMS. ^ ' 

But the great business of life here retaitea 4o Aa p i a duaa 
of tbe sub^soil sUU more than4o that 'wliidi'OQaies ifcwaai Aa 
surface. Th^ collieries are tbe diief pMt.af the pi«peiaf 
of the county. Sunderlakp, tbe 4woBuim.tJUMLi^*%0i 
Gateshead, and Newcastle itself, have been created 
by these collieriefir. flere is the mos t su rprising thing in the 
whole world ; thousands of men and thousands of horses con- 
tinually living under ground : children born there, and who 
sometimes, it is 8afd,ae}domeee llheaarfaca at aHi»thaagb<diey 
five to a considerable age. The thing is not :Uke4be aoiiiiag 
in Ckmiwall, which causes 8«> much tumbliag about vtbe aar^* 
face and disfiguring of the.^e of tbe couotry. Yoja^aeiMPS 



wmA ^m a «s^iip <it ]«^ buUdli^ aad «ee the smok^ 
ianting froiB spi|ie|>2Ace whece thereis^t stesiai-ieAgine amidst 
Aqm buikiii^. Out of a hole «>Biewhere amid«t tbat 
^eiitp of bttildiags GOflp« ev^rlattix^ «hip-loadff of coala. 
Si-keas U a lail^ay bam 4h« jiit to cai^ tbe coals.to the ships ; 
jllie vagnoft ica^THig tbo ^oals aro wade of sheet iron ; thej 
jHroall Qifa jiacu <A whole :traiii of them marches ose after 
Ae otkeaty floosetuiMS 4fawa by a horse^ but more frequent^ 
iosfwtted bj the paltiag of a rope, or a chaic, which passes 
aSeng a little gutter below the aurface of the ground, which 
9fi|ie or «haiQ is puUed by .the force of an engloei and thus 
jmt itoe a score ci these wagons loaded going one wsiy, and 
imotber score ^f^mpty ones passing them going the other 
maf^ without your being able to discover any cause for their 
v^otioii. The eoals are lifted up out of the pit by the same 
«igine«Dd tipped ioto the wagons^ then, «^hen the wagons 
^eC'to^^.ayps, they are. seized by another engine and tip- 
ped salo thenu Thea these are ruUways down under 
ffr,oumd/or Mnfiv^ ike -coals to the mouth of the pit, 
•ed iiorses liidi^ tbeie to:.dkraw the wagons upon those rail* 
mmj^ Soflae of tberhofses go dowji ttnd li^e there for ten or a 
4osBsak jKafs ; and a genllemflm told me, that Lord Dujuii am, 
ar tibs kiker^ I &rg^ which, bad c^gbtbundied horses under 
^pramfid Smr y»etm together. Now, when tbe old women at 
iSajttos ScoTjTETArefuUiag ^eirtea4settle&, those sources 
tdmntk wnAivti, ovwthe^bandful of coals that they have got 
Sum WiiKia^flTsa, let them have the gratitude to thank 
fk» fellows fgfft9X a»d amaU, that talte so much pains and 
'ucercise-ao aafmbingenmityto aend th^n this aort of fuel to 
aosiit Amr scanty supp^ of wood. Jill that you see of the 
^liaaes aaie 4h» railwayfli, the wagoaa, and the group of 
faiUin^l of wbicb I ^taxe apokoq* While tbe men are at 
arodc bekw#0iidii% up4ba leoah^ tbe snrf ace consists of com 
£dds, ftaafcUBFes, a»d4ii9iiip<4&elAE^ a« fine as man ever«&t,bis 
afasjfipoiB. 3%e ^GoaUpitsAie ooasideiably distant iirom each 
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other, and some of them as much as fifteen mtlcf firom the 
ships, the wagons marching backward and forward without 
either horse or man to attend them. The engines occasion, 
no very great deal of smoke, so that the country is but little- 
disfigured by these stupendous proceedings* In the vidAafe 
of each colliery there are extensive rows of small houses, ria 
which the families of the pit-men and other workmen resides 
These are all built of stone^ and covered with tiles. • All 
very solid, and very good, and invariably > well furnished.; 
hardly one without a good chest of drawers, and other evl« 
dences of good living. Kept very clean, too, and the 
ground before their houses generally very clean. I partieiiT 
lady observed, aye, and I observed it with singular pleasure^ 
that there were scarcely any potatoes to be seen, either in 
large pieces or small pieces of ground. Very few appear to. 
be planted except in the vicinage of towns ; and everything 
shows that this root is used here merely as garden-stuff; 
and that the people live, as they ought to do, principally 
upon meat and bread. No wretches^go to work here with 
*' cold potatoes in their bags,* as they did in Hampshire 
before the times of thefires^ and as the farmer was proceed- . 
ing to tell the jury that they did, when Judge Vauohan 
stopped him, and told the jury that that had nothing at all 
to do with the matter! And, here, let me observe, that it 
was unfortunate that the Prime Minister had lived all bis 
life amongst the well-fed farming people of Durham and.. 
Northumberland ; and that he was exposed to the terrible 
danger of acting upon the representations of others who lived 
in Hampshire and Wiltshire. Lord Grey can know 
nothing of the lives which the labourers of those two coun- 
ties have led for some years past : it was impossible that he,, 
residing as he has done so constantly at home, should be 
able to bring his mind to an idea of what was passing in 
those two counties, nor in any of the counties of the South, < 
East, or West. I said at the time ; I believed it then, a^^ , 
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I-*!!!! beliere H; that, if it bad been possible for bim to 
kiM>w tbe sitaatioD of tbe labourers in tbe South, Hampshire 
would not now contain pretty nearly three bundredehUdreir 
iDade fatherless by tbe Special Comniissions ; and, I hope, 
&at bis Lordship is yet to have the satisfaction of reflecting 
that he has restored faihers to those children. If he 
could see tbe widows and the mothers and the children that 
I saw only at Suttok ScoTNEYin July last, L will not 
believe that this act of mercy would be delayed for another 
four months. At any rate, it is with me the very firU 
object; an object* which I will never either abandon or 
neglect. If those men of the southern and western coun- 
ties ; and, indeed, of all the counties involved in the trans** 
actions alluded to ; if all the men engaged merely in those 
yiolences which arose manifestly out of their sufferings from 
wanjt ; if these men be brought back to their wires, their 
children, and their parents, then let the whole of the matter 
be buried in oblivion ; but, if they be not, life shall quit me 
before I cease, to make every effort in my power to keep 
alive those transactions, in every way that I, legally, can do 
it ; and in thus acting, I shall only be pursuing those pre- 
cepts which I have taken so much pains to impress upon the 
minds of others. 

This city of Durham is, like all old towns and cities, of 
shape very irregular, and the streets are by no means what 
we call handsome ; bat the inequality of the ground is so 
great, and the situation of the castle and the tower and of 
the cathedral church (which was formerly the church of the 
Abbey of'Sr. Cuthb£Rt), the little hill on which these 
are situated is so lofty, and so nicely guarded and orna- 
mented by the river Wear, which comes pretty nearly 
round it in the form of a horse-shoe, and then goes off under 
two bddges over which you pass in going through the town 
from SuKBERLAND to NEWCASTLE; all these make the 
site of this city the most interesting and beautiful that it 
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id fOiiiUe te oeacemu Tlie BislMp^ Van M<i/0m»r« 
irbose laliieFiBeai brougiit 0T«r I MMfve^lnwi Geraaaj lisT 
«U Qttoeib Cii A KLOTTE^ u a 80iit of «Mnreig» prnee heiOj 
H« lias his eotttt of Regigtr y, and «U manner W offieei anA 
93 beljODg to vegal domhiioB and revenue. The Dean wrf* 
Chafiter are a eert «€ petty eoverngoe, 4oo; each of tfaeur 
havtagy perhaps, a veveatte exceeding that of f&te £iBg«# 
llanoTer. They bave'^'re^oil^ies** <of coiJ-iB^es and •of 
kftd-^imDeg; th^ have &e tithe ef the lands ahof«e : ^legr 
iHMse the reats of the lands above, smd of the mines bedeail^^ 
I. wonder what law, Mosaic, Apostolic, CA^^vseAX.,^ 
Coifif OK or Statute, erer gave them the t%htlo s^., eeB# 
mits€i0 beecuried atfw|r, the soil ^of the lands fpregilm 
^tk^aa in truet I wonder where ihey can find ^iaw for ^^etidag 
away i^at of the*ear^, and oot ka? ing to tiwir sa cenwe y 
tliat which they (hare se received in tmist. Howwer, mm 
ehall^ I Irust, proceed , with regard to ^hese jnaittess, in a way 
tiarat will preclude all necessity for «»y;^<rf eagsitry «iol tbe 
tedtoasdesoription at which I hftve just hsntod. 



" • J' I '"■"••■^•^^^^"•••■^■^•"•-•([ar 



Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 2^ &^ l8jSU 
' I lectured at the theatre at NoaxiK Shi^lbs* or Ihe 
2^th; at Sunp£RLanx>, at the theaUe^ on Ae Mik; end 
in a room at an inn at Dueham, on the v27tb. TMs e^ieibf 
ing J have given a third lecture in the .|day chouse .at Jthk 
place. Aod now for a little '' EGOTISM,'' ai jttie eluf^d 
and emuous vagabonds call it« A stiipid pubUciftifm eaMed 
the WBs^m0$er Review^ set <up about six or sev«n feacft 
^fo, began, from its vcoy atart, to held inrth ^aaY fiftir** 
vuAU as the g^rmte^t efiuwgivers and thfi gfteade^t^qf 
imn» It was, and has been, ^ooodncted priaoi|A)ly iby itiptt 
BowniNG who is i^alled a dootor, atid twho is M^Miim 
legitimate » doctor as nay Dr. J3^A|^. ^^vfjs^m^ mu^ 



ttdJtoF at %nj nbto, tad Jebry Bbhtuam tkt h^id die 
work. The appellatioa comiDOBly ^ven to Bb^tham wtu^ 
«« THE GREAT BENTHAJVL'* WeU^ fmt a« j£aAV 
was^ 4eail3i Maole tbe gi«at sMtftal at last He made. a 
vrj%i^ which Bawaiiio was stupid ^noagh to pablish^ 
aod, horn that will, it appeared diat JaaRY was aoil 
always had been the proprietor of dus Weitmwsier Review ! 
Out then came the fact, that this miserable queer old cok-' 
comb had either been calling himsrif the '' GH£AT BEt^« 
THAM *' for eeves years ; or, which wasMvorse, had bee» 
payiag a base hireling for doing it ! That was '* EGO* 
nSM " indeed ; that would eover the name of Bejituam- 
«rith eyeslasting infasny, if it were not scceened from our 
veeoUtiction by the total insignifioanoe of the incompre* 
kensibfo oonnndmrns that lie was contmually putting, i^a 
fiapei:. For a man who isattaoked by acoms of those base 
iM envieiiB 'cr^tuies whom Pope cafied ^'the raoe that 
wgrite;" fiMr.sach a man to assert his own claims to pul:^ 
attenttani, and in iiis own name, too^ is not *' EGOTISM,'' 
but self-^c^enoe and public duty* Is it egotism in me to 
w»sf, that I iosetold that the oonntry banks would blow up. 
and that Wexlington's name would be rubbed from the 
eomen of the etreets, aod his picture come down fropi the 
mgn-po^ t Is it " EGOTISM*' in me to receive mai ks of 
xespect froia anybody, and to put an account of them upon 
«eeord! Why in voie any more than in anybody else f 
When ministers or kings are addressed^ the whole matter is 
^ thing of previous contrivance. A copy of the address is 
communicated to the party beforehand ; the answer is 
stored and got itady ; the parties itnow one another well ; 
and tlie taotives, on both side^ i»e sometimes supposed net 
So lie the purest that ever animated the mimls of .menv 
llKse mai^AS of respeot 'bestowed *on me, must of necessity 
lie vahintary and he (uncere ; in this case especially, they 
•came firom pemeais whean I have never aeesi'beferei and the 
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greatoPYMirt of whom will^ in all human probabilitjTy never 
see me again. Be this as it may, however, I received an 
ji'Dib RB8$ atSuNDERLAiYD; and , " egotism*' or *^ egotism'* 
tibt, here I publish it with all the names subjoined to it, 
and which, I was told, would have been twenty times as 
numerous, if I could have spared time to stop for the signiog. 

*^ Bia,-— We, the undersigned, take this opportunity, 
** which we have long desired, of conveying to you our J 
*' feelings of respect and congratulation on your arrival al J 
'* Sunderland. Yn you, sir, we behold the instructer of J 
** youth, the advocate of the weak, the defender of the op- ,\ 
** piressed, the great champion of the labouring classes in 
^ England, the unsparing ex poser of all abuses, and the 
*' firmest and most able supporter of the rights and liberties 
** of the people. In your writings we find displayed the 
** most powerful reasoning, combined with the greatest 
** beauty and simplicity of style, with knowledge most pro* 
*^ found, and sagacity and penetration which nothing caa 
*' elude. In your hands, subjects the most intricate and 
** complex, become easy and intelligible to every capacity ; 
'^ and while your works display talents of the most unrivalled 
** description, they were never surpassed in point of ability* 

You have studied politics not merely in the mansions and 

palaces of the great, but in the cottages of the poor : and 
'' while you have exposed the ignorance of the men who 
'* have for years wielded the destinies of this great, biU 
** oppressed country, you have made subjects too deep even 
** for their comprehension, familiar to the minds of the poor 
** and humble. 

** Grateful as we are to you for your advocacy of reform, 
'* we are not less grateful for your powerful exposition of ths 
'* fra^d of the paper-money system. Upon this subject, 
** your writings have been at once profound and prophetic, 
** and stamp yoii in our estimation as the greatest statesman 
*' of the age : events have been the commentators on the wis- 
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'^dom of your writings on this sul^ect ; and we read^lhota: 
'*. truths of your predictions in the poverty and wretchedness 
** which ' Peel's Bill ' (that statesman whose ignorance aad 
''^tconceit you have so admirably exposed) has disseminated 
'*'i)rer the country. 

*' We beg to congratulate you on the passing of the Bill 
** of Reform ; like every other work of human inteUeet^ it 
''is imperfect; but imperfect as it is, we believe it to be 
^* the first stone in the foundation of the liberties of English- 
''men, liberties which have too long been a sound and not 
" a substance. Your admission into Parliament, we. trust, 
" will be one of the most important consequences of that bill. 

'< We wish you health, happiness, and long life, and that 
" you may, ere you submit to that decree^ which limits all 
"human efforts, behold the full triumph of your opinions, 
" and the complete humiliation of all your enemies. 
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4S coasBsrr's sovatsat^ tovr. 

Fvom. NowMMth I «MBe to M^nrmTHy. on. Satardajr*^ tbe 
Sim p»rt of th» diay^ in ordoi ta lecture heae oo Satwdaj 
kighfey wMck I did to a Fery reaptelable sa^Ucace is tlie 
Town-hally sitting, for the first time in mtf li% wlieve tbe 
Judge used te si^ a&d where the chftiimaa of the Qaarter 
8es8i<His sits now, I believe* jBeng. thus seated 4m (Itt 
beoch^ a^ looking dowm upon the big table aroi^Bd wUek 
the lawjeis used to sit^ I could not he^ leiUng my ibo«gb(s 
ij off to WiNCu&sTKR^ VAUGHAN tmd ALDERSON 
apd DENMAN and. WILDE (<* our xigjaA trusty aad right 
** entirely beloved cousiu aad counsellort TiiOM a& WlLDBi 
** one of our venerable S^geanta at Law'% and WILDE, 
i say^and CnAitLEY PKAasoNyand Wilkiks tho meant 
tebikuk, whom the Pottahs have got at Pipkm-palace : 
I could not he]|> letting my thoughts ramble away thus t» 
the South, and bring the two Masons, poor Cook of 
MiCH£LD£V£Ky Farmer Boyes of Owselburt, 
Lady North esk, Mrs. Long, and all the tribe of the 
RiCKETTSEs, and Mrs, Fossell and her sOn, and 
Vaughan forbidding the farmer to talk about the '* cold 
potatoes in the bi^'' while he listened to and complimented 
an Irishwoman of the name of Ca van, whose chap is called 
a lord, and who and whose chap receives a pretty good sum 
of public money every year ; while he listened to, and con- 
plimented ihis woman for evidence tending to show that the 
labourers were well treated. Being in the judgment-feat, 
it was idftpossible for me not to think of these things ; there« 
fore, if I wandered in my lecture, which I dare say I did, 
I trust my very indulgent hearers will, if any of them sliouid 
read this, have the goodness to excuse suc}i wandering; 
and that my readers will, from like motive, have the good- 
ness to excuse the wanderings in which I have immeshed 
myself here. It was impossible for my body to be so situated 
without thinking of Wilkiks the mountebank, Tom Pot- 



tffltf file pVintpifigs of tlie ehildreu of hi« neli^botir, 
^^mir ittlil etitl^ly Mot^eid^ WILDE, his co-judges ALirisft* 
imt^VMW^igMV,md DimvtA'Sty DR^drroir tbeaQCtiotteer^ 
I^Mitvit JitifKium^ Fahm&i^ Boti:s, tnd Heurt Cooit^ 
wboM ^pfHf y Uttmlifo tte body bo wttstfog in the gr«re, by 
ttni nii ii0Mlifue tsu be, tii^cier tbatn if the body were 
tihfei 9iAth^m^ and of Tom BAnmo, and of that fine 
estttte^ w^iek K8» eoifte' to him firbtfi the Great ALirit£D 
lilinfietf ; el Ai^i&xa17I>^r^ ftod of the ftmotis Bti^oitAtt, 
l»ft Sfi^bonl ; of Frai^cis tthio tfce sott oif Tow ; of the 
baRde»fl»paC foiiRd Mr». DsACt.%'» little lieaci^ful wrkfA | 
bf AL'Sxai7ber*s feeent ad^ntoiie as <%aitcefioif of the 
Exohe^ev : of all Ihcsflte things (each of which tH^l hereafter 
lilore ««» he tk&cusBed in a more fo^nasa^ maintfer) it wa» im* 
po6ilbl4 far me, i^cetf, as i Was, in the «r<r^ of judgment ^ 
set to tfa»k ^ and Hot to think MenouHy too. 

Bat it is time new, at any rate^ to return to aiy sutgecl, 
jfiMnriBg these aoBitiers for future opportaniiks. From 
Nsw<i*a'rx»'E to Morpeth we caoie away from tl^ 
eastei^ tMtot; lor though Morpeth is fo the north 
«f ifEwCABtxE it is also to the west of it. Before, 
bowevei^, I in'oceed to any chopstick observationir, I must 
tt^ baek a bit to Newcastle, where, after the rectnre at 
the play •house, on Friday night, something took plaee whith 
effort another very plaosible ockrasion for my inducing in 
■ay " egotism/' 

I was inforaied^ during Ibe d&y oi Friday, that ftome 
l^stlemen intended to eome upon the stagfe at tho close of 
h leotur^^ and (here, before the audieiice, to present mo 
with a eopy «of the ** History dfihe T6wn of N^ivcasth,"* 
theim^or of which, the late Mr. Eiveas MACKEtrSffE, 
wasrenowtiei for his devotion to publib liberty, even in this 
town so distlng oished for the public spirit of its inhabitants. 
Adeordingty/ ^ cerefiiiony took place ia the presence of an 
aildiene^ «0B8lB.'n iidwar^ of nine hnndred persoiis^ 
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amongst whom were many of .both sexes, of the &tB%:Bgaxm 
in the town. The deputation appointed for this purpose; 
consisted of about a dozen gentlemen, the. spokesman betng 
that Mr. Doubleda r whose speeches. we had read with such 
delight in London : and amongst the gentlemen who aecom^ 
panied him was that Mr. Lark in whose speech upoii one 
occasion in particular^ made the ears of the boroughaionfgers 
tingle so nicely ; and so worked upon the delicate feelings of 
the coal-merchanty Vane Tempest Lomdonderry^ as 
to make him, it was said^ pretty nearly as black in the face 
as the goods that come up out of his pits, which he rents, 
by*the-bye, of the Dean and Chapter of Durham ; and 
which^ if he rent them at all, he shall, if I can have my 
will, rent of the nation, in a very short time, because as the 
Debt is the nation's, I do not see why the Dean and Chap« 
ter's coal-pits should not be the nation's too : black aa these 
ooals, it is said, did the reading of the speech In question 
turn the face of this great coal*trading peer, the son of old 
Saunders Stewart, and .the brother of the soft and 
gentle Castlereagh, who, at the very time when he was 
filling all the offices of the three secretaries of state, cut his 
own throat and killed himself at North Cray, in Kent, 
the Kentish jury declaring, on the oaths of true men, that 
he was mad when he did it ; and that, of course, the three 
prices of the secretaries of state (one of which was iotmsted 
with the deciding on matters of life and death) were in the 
hands of a madman : black in the face as the coals that 
come out of his pits, or as the garb of his landlords at Dur« 
HAM ; black as these, was, it is said, the face of the illua- 
trious descendant of Stewart Macoregor, when he 
read the speech just alluded to ; and impassicmed, indeed, 
was hb eloquence, when he .complained of that speech ia 
the house of Nobles, who, at last, so benevolently passed 
the Reform BilK Amongst the gentlemen who did me this 
honour, was the maker of that blood-stirxing speedi* Mc 



MonpsTH. AS 

So.U3X£DAT brought the wbrk (ia two Tolames), elegantly 
iMKifid in moroeeo ; and, lajing it t>n the table tiefore me, 
^{MUbessed me, m pretty nearly the followiog words': 

" Mr. CoBBETT, — I am deputed by a body of your 

-^ fdends, re^)eotfiiily to beg your acceptance of these 

^^ Folumes. They contain a history of the ancient town 6f 

''^ Newcastle-upon-l yne ; and we trust they will not be leito 

^^ acceptable in your «yes, when we tell yeu, that they were 

:^' written by one who, to the minute accuracy of a historian, 

^< added a zeal for the rights of the people, andanun* 

" weaned activity in their cause. We take this public way, 

^ Sir, of presenting these volumes, before this large and 

'^^ respectable audience, to testify, as strongly as possible, 

** the sease vre entertain of the utility of your exertions, 

^' whether by speech or writing ; and we take this oppor- 

^* tumty of adding, that we tnfst, that those exertions, so 

^' suescessfully made out of Parliament, will soon be made 

^* within its walls. We trust, Sir, your reception here has 

** been such, that, when^ in after times (and may many 

"** years of happiness be in store for you !), your eye shall 

^* meet these volumes, you will see them with no other 

** emotion than that of a pleasing recollection of your visit 

" and of your friends in this town. Philosophers say men 

** act from mixed motives, and, perhaps, you will think 

'*^ them right, when I conclude by making a request of you. 

** It is the earnest wish of your friends. Sir, that you should 

*' not leave this town without fevouring us with one lecture 

** more ; and it !s their wish that the subject be the Paper* 

*' Money System.*^ 

Now, to recollect what I said in answer ; for, as to pre- 
paring an answer beforehand, without knowing what was (o 
be said to me, that would have been impossible ; atnd, indeed, 
g^t-up addresses and prepared answers are things that belong 
to the humbug, by which this nation has so long been 
cheated. My answer was necessarily suggested by the 

D 
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■wDidB tiiftt'lHKl iMen^^biflMd to »•'; «ad, tnm tJiaiqwii 
^'iviiieh I dmlMse ftibaiit to giro of it,'iieaiif mtkoiMUMi wit- 
neasei iwili be -able 'to teiy hew moMly my YVooikMtoiiiB 
'Connect* 

't QoQtleiiieB, L racem thk book wi<^ twygteaifephummi 
/S^rsoveml re««oM: imt, bocMHe:it'i8>pfeient4d toowft By 
; 'Sigedtltnon vbooe • p oo chca aad et$rU, iimktg th9im:mtggtb 
'** £or«tibB '.Reform BiU, bad oo eoMkknJ»}e<iiii iilioeBC«y Ify 
/^ tbe ^tsmple wfaich'tbey gare as in dio Sootb^ m emtntig 
s ** tborflmil «iiece«9 of that gnat meawre : seeoBdv bet^Kiieit 
** IK tbe fHTodOusu^n of tiie pea of a geatlemaiii whoae aae- 
*^ flooty is ikv toaU'wbo know hkn, from a rtcottecftioQ of 
''-hk various virtuosi but partieularly in bis load :aiAl 
'' iiadoviatiag ooarse of dti&iterestod labouM in the^caonMlf 
** ParlkKm^atary Refermr^ tbirdly^ I receive tiiisprescst ^4U 
, <' your )ia«d« with peo^iar,plei»aro^ as being tbe histofj nf 
f <' tbat town ^beace i^aai^ tbe iritpetitioa (begpao uttdkr«4lte 
^^'.aa^oes^of yoar exeeUeat townsman, Mr. Gh ARi^asiHar^ 
</* woop), praying f<ftr the -sparing of the lives oi tbetil%- 
; " treated labourers <^ tbe South, amoagst whom:! was>^Mii 
*^^ and bredap, and to better xrhose hard lotwhiJeitiiasbeafi 
, Vaiy duty^ has always, since I had aaderstaadiag of 4iM 
,t^ flatter and capacity for the purpose, been the-grealsat 
'^object of my life; aad, though their saffniags wei% jtf 
y last, deep and tenible, their blood was, in part, at laasi, 
<<. spared, in consequence of yoar petition, whi<^ oaHad 
,^* forth so many others to imitate tbe humane. exampia. 
^ V For my own part, I havesaid before, aadi here^iapeatsit 
^ in the presence of an audience en w^ose good opioioa^ 
. V set the highest possible tahie, that, *rather than see' the 
< <' .working people of Englaod Mdaced to live upon petaiboes/ 
/' I Would see tbem all hanged, be hanged myself, aad '•be 
<: '* sadafif^ to bave^written on my grave, ' Here lietbe la- 
r*^ * nmnsof Wxlbiam GO:&bett, rwho was haaged, be* 
^* ^ €au|^ be- would net hold bis toBgH^withoat com^laki^, 
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^<]«MiMHifitotMnMd «M of isii» slMTfi of f{«WCV^MCIrE*; . 

*^itlifeM64AectiMk of tlM.gmakfluiMl4«s a^ iotdiilgttace tib«t 
**^Ihmm ssftkediw isfeteliccifi .M««r bo fffaiMd tfcan mir 
^'.amd. ¥Stk^q^ |».lJM«aqMit wliklh jtoilIiatb iiuufe 
i^j^«fl^%fiiillcM8i»»i«lpo«tii^ oaotberJedmre, .the lioooiir 
^^i•;too,ffeat.])otlor|^ «9fOfly.«ftG0plaed by mej aad I wQl, 
r^^^AoDeUt^ Ttljivg on . tlie ? ejgr .gi«at indc^geoce wUch ;J 
^^rhtare bfift(i4(Ne aj^jufrioMo^, prosent mjeelf belm yon 
^^^^iiefia Qfi JPfiAxsff tbe 5th olOotober." 

Jkei^ Dr. BxrACic.! Thm, 'Sye «Ioo«0 Vth'SoothJ*' 

.Xbese^iyiofi^^bi^tioks of the Isle <d Wjgjvt and of SoiBex 

jumI £oBt! ^t'B the iviay we do thH^rii'die.Niorth I 

ffkof^^fm Sujrroy ehap^^ thatic<reop:«hoat aiMDgst Ihe^soad* 

Julbl tbaliVthoway fthat.ne .go oa -ia the country where - 

4he JtirfF^-camea t^fom that, warms yoor fit^is in the.wkter* 

iFaih ! irhw I get back ,^§010, with all the add^lioaal 

** .guktlb«t^' that J am «(^octi|ig.hei!ey I wUl not take 

Jdtiog^ as I hace.dooe ; J will mle you ivith. A^ttffer hand ; 

JwiU^nake.yoar-toog^Mpy aS'^woB as yotfr heelsymovea 

JitttajBimUec ; L ahadl Aot suSor yoa ta jaovet as ifyour ioga 

^^wateitied t^gother ; 1 ahail not^gifier them* At Efsom, at 

MiMH^viaoelifigliy to be dxtwrUng oat their words a yard long, 

Ihoirtseis^aaQos a mile Imigf, aildthttr speecheoaaloog^as 

iromJSFftoic.to Ouxi^poMMtB ; -Lshalliiot aiiSer DaNitow 

to be olappiag his haad to<hiahoort» aad-l»ciiiagii{ydio 

whiMs<tf his eyesyaad thinks that that. is,$mugh,ui addMon 

^aagood-broaUSftstthat hehas^fen tothoYoters. Faith.! 

Imllpstsyottilo tighU; aodl wiU tell Dr. Black (between 

JwiUAdiael>aoB)etluog aboiit'JbisiDativotptace,LBerwickahi{e. 

J^Aoa^i I^vill pat things in^ order ;• and, therefore, pr^paro 

^wyanelroff for my reUiro. 

In^oomiag fi:om N£WCASTX£<to Morpeth we came oTor 
land' lastly iofezior .to that oa the oastera coast. The farms 
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appear to prodiKsa mooh less^ ^ paatmet ara not iiea<% 
so good ; and, which is rory euriout, the cowg ehange thebf 
,shafe^ as well as their co/otcr. They get to be swag^baclcady 
pin-haonched, their tails thick and rough, their beads 
coarse, thrir faces broad, ribs flat, and boras thick ami 
rather long. This is very cariou^ diaty la so few milety 
,we should have nearly lost the beaatifiil Hoi^DE&Kpsa 
cows, and got in their stead - these ordinary-looking thiag% 
like those of the commons and forests of Surrey and 
Hampshire. I saw some little WestoHilakb OxsKj 
as I came along, which, when fat, weigh about a third 
part as much as the Nottingham hog, of wfaidi 
I bought the ham; that is to say, about fifteen aeeva^ 
or three hundred pounds. The beef of them is irery 
good ; and I should suppose that they will fatten upoa foa4 
which will not fatten a Devonshire, a Herefordshire, a Liar 
colnshire, or a Durham ox. However, as to these larmittg 
matters, I must say more after I get to Hexham, whieb 
takes me into the western part of the county, and to whicb 
I am going this afternoon, for the double purpose of semiifr 
and talking to friends there, and of seeing an acre of my 
corn. There is some little of it growing here, a speciinca 
of which I have seen, and which is as fine as any that I w^eF 
saw in my life. And now for a word or two about po^cs^ 
mrhich ought net to be wholly omitted, seeing that I am new 
within a few miles of the residence of Aim, on whose in-- 
r^tentions and whose measures so much will now depend ! 

We hear of meetings of the Ministers at Howick, 
which is not many miles firom this place. They may meet ; 
*!but everything must depend upon my Lord Grey himself. 
My Lord Holland is, I am afraid, too infirm to meddle 
much with the matter ; and as to all the rest, they are 
*' colleagues y' to be sure, but they are either so destitute toi 
talent and knowledge, or so wrong in notions and feelii^, 
tor so fickle, perverse, conceited, and of such cormorant a^ 
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ecMHirae anibitf an, * that k wfll be utteriy imposail^ lor Lord - 
IxttET ever ta bring theoi to an agreasmeni with him, with 
i^g&rd to-fhbse yredif changes of wliich'I hold it to be iin« 
^iesaible that he must not now see the absolute imcessiiy* 
^^must askf himself, ^< What have I mlEide this r^orm for f 
^'^ly have I exposed tinyself to the ill- will aod lasting 
^'hatred of so n^any powerful persoBs? for what reason 
^:^ve I quitted this tranquil home, where everything about 
^* -ifiels 8(> t^eli ordered, and where all the people that dwell' 
<<r near me are so happy ? why have I exchanged this Eocene 
*^' ibr the storms of London, and the torment everlasting ^ 
^\it'i4h vi^iich the discharge of my office is beset %*' The 
jBwWer must be, that; he has done it for the sake of the 
f^ce, the happiness, and the perpetuity of the power of 
Im eountry ; and having laid down these premises, the 
emckifflonin his mind most be, that the Reform Bill which 
iie^ has' caused to be carried must be considered by him 
tfiAj as the means of effecting some great change in the 
itateof the country, and therefore it is reasonable for us to 
leo&i^ude that he has determined upon some such chaoge, 
to efiect which Ae has the power completely in his hands, 
ittid to effect which, in a peaceable manner, and in a man-^. 
UNft which would reflect honour on the character of the 
oountry for ever^ no nian upon earth but himself Ims the 
power ; and this is to me as clear as the sight of the sun at 
idon*day. 

I have, frequently expressed my wish and my hope, that' 
^ whole thing may be put to rights under his Ministry. I 
can see no path to a peaceable settlement without that. 
He is ti man of great experience, great knowledge, and 
great talent. He must anxiously desire to see a happy 
settlement accomplished. But, be the rest as it may, there 
is naothtr man. Amongst the wishes and opinions that are 
aflcK&t, some are wild and some wise, but all men agree that 
there is now no other man, and that^ to raise up a|other 
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man in whom the countiy would confide to dieexteirfpfar 
which it confides in him, would recj^ire sometlmig vetyr 
nearly approaching to a total breakiog-up of tilOR fbnnof^ 
government; and, if there were any truth, (wkieii tfiemr 
cannot be) in the various stones^ which we hear aliofit- *^ Mi^ 
retirementy* and about Brougham becoming Prime M$-; 
nister ; if there were any truth in these stories, whieh appear' 
to be some of the last droppings from the ropy^ brains o^ tHig' 
Wellington faction ; if there were any truth in them,' 
we might begin to prepare ourselves for something like what' 
the Cromwellians called **atfioroughgodly revolution.^ 
Oh, no ! my LordG^RBY cannot '^ reftVe;" he cannot rettte* 
either with honour or with' safety; and, in shortr, it hhir-^ 
possible for him tO' do it. Seeing all the plagueeth»&lnr 
has had to endure, and has still to endure, it would nol \m 
a!t all wonderful if he were at times, ferg^ngfor s momeafef 
the just claims of his country upon hinr, torepeiit of having 
ifieddled with the matter ; bict, havrag meddled rfM» it,* h«? 
inustgo on;' to advance he may dieeiti dvn^routf; but;ldP 
8tbp, he must know^, would be deat^ to hi* repotelioiK; 

Yet he cannot remain withmit prooeedlbg at'onoe to limits 
great changes. I dl> not say fNroceed to make diem- ifr as 
kurry ; but, to show^ at once, an intefftlon to makie? ^emv 
He is sure that he will have the people at his back; Hie estf 
do what he likes for the people, who now know thetextxBit 
q{ their power. For many, many years they have aort^ 
Known it. They have been kept in sickness and m slavery, 
by that system, the intrihsic^feebleness of which they now^ 
see. They are patient, they are- not unreasonable; they aaH" 
jhll of knowledge ; they yield* not^ to their ft^refatliers, of 
3^y ^^^9 ^° point of real patriotism ; they desire to ^er^ 
throw nothing that ought to remain ; to assert of them, or 
&ny portion of them, worth speaking of, that' diey ee^ 
anarchy and* a scramble, is the most atrocious slander thai 
ever wtts uttered by mortal man : but^ they do desire justice) 



tltf^j 4q desm to Uftve tfa«ir bardess Ugbtfned; they, do 

^IMife ii»pfi|-ti^I la^% irppwriially' oxecuted ; tkej do deaire 

t^at they mA7' keep, their eftriuiigs to themarivea^ and, as 

t|ieir;forefatberft did, they.detire. to live like men, ainl not 

likf> hogs and dogs* In addressiog the Lords, some time^ 

ag^,. I- endeavoured to.convloee them, that^ in the whole body* 

of the iodustrious and working people of. England, there 

•viAB soarQ^y a single man to be found, that had ever enter* 

taiAed. the slightest thought of envying his richer neighbour^ 

of wishing to share in his property, of wishing to see. all 

nen pulled down to a leveL In the whole, kingdom there 

is not a man who knowa the- seotimenta of persons of this- 

description so well as I do. The sentiments of how many 

thousands upon thousands- of thela have I heard ; and I 

should not be afraid to take my oath ; nay,' I would 

freely take my oath, thMi I never could gather from one 

fiijoigl^, working man, daring the whole coiuseof my commu- 

i»ifiati|)i| wjib tbeqa* thal< he wished for anything be^oi^d ; 

cl^kt 1^ wi^b#d Cor aipy. change other than, that whiph would 

leave him the enjoyment of the fair, frjiit of his^ earnings* 

l%^e iiey^i; was ^ wo^ng people in the wbole world,.8o 

r4^0Dable, so jhsI, and 190 ^as^y sfttifified« XbesQ «kre the 

n^j^tedals with wbicji L^d G;iji£X Hsa tQ w>tk, T^j making 

timely an^ su^Men^. oq^cessipna, he may do everything 

vdtii thef^ materials ; and, if he, at once, show ^ disposi* 

tvi^a to do tl^a^ which is required to hp doi^e, npne but a 

perverse man,, actuated by SjO^noe petty seiM> motive, wiU 

€|i4^l^oivr to thwart him by urging hina. to go faster tbax^ 

reason oould prescribe. The old saying,, that '* flome was 

o^t built in a day," will apply here; but, then, in ordex to, 

encourage men to hope that the building^ wiU be finished, it 

a^ttfit h^ begun ; ai^ I do hope, that it will be b^un in the 

King\qf^€€jQh to the first refg^n^ied Parliament; and that 

I^prd G^KY wiU theii tfill the country from t^e. moqth oif th$ 

I^ni^.tfo^ s(a,t^ i^ i^hich he find^th^ ki9gdo,m, ^nd give uj| 
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a solemn pledge Umt he is determined to alter that state* 
This is what he ought to have done before ; but, hampered- 
with colleagues, who have been instrumental in bringing the 
kingdom to its present state, he said nothing about it : he 
must saj something about it now, and he is the only oaao 
in the kingdom, known at all to public authority, who can 
say it with propriety and consistency. Let us hope, then, 
that he will do it ; let us hope, that he sees the necessity of 
great changes to be made ; let us hope, that he will set 
about those changes in earnest ; and, then, shame upon the 
man who shall endeavour to thwart him, or to drive him on 
faster than, reason and justice demand. 



Hexham^ 1. Oc^, 1832. 

I left Morpeth this morning pretty early, in a post-chaise, 
to come to this town^ which lies on the banks of the Ttne, 
at thirty- four miles distant from Morpeth, and at twenty* 
distant from Newcastle. Morpbth is a great market- town, 
for cattle especially. It is a solid old town ; but it has the 
disgrace of seeing an enormous new jail rising up in it. 
From cathedrals and monasteries we are come to be proud 
of our jails, which are built in the grandest style, and seem* 
ingly as if to imitate the Gothic architecture. At Mor-- 
PETH my friend supplied me with plenty of peaches, along 
with every other good thing to eat and drink ; and along 
with that, which was much more valuable than all these 
put together, his most sensible conversation. He showed 
me some of my corn, very nearly ripe, and as 6ne as any 
that I ever saw in my life. 

From Morpeth to within about four miles of Hexham, 
the land is but very indifferent ; the farms of an enormous 
extent. I saw in one place more than a hundred corn* 
stacks in one yard, each having from six to seven Surrey- 
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w^on4oad8 of sbeavea in a stack ; and not another house 

to be seen within a mile or -two of the farm-house* There 

appears to be no such thing as barns> but merely a place to 

take in a stack at a time, and thrash it out by a machine. 

The country seems to be almost wholly destitute of people. 

Immense tracks of corn-land, but neither cottages nor 

churches. There is here and there a spot of good land, 

just in the deep valleys that I crossed ; but, generally 

speaking, the country is poor ; and its bleakness is proved 

by the almost total absence of the oak tree, of which we see 

scarcely one all the way from Morpeth to Hexham. 

Very few trees of any sort, except in the bottom of the 

-warm valleys ; what there are, are chiefly the ash, which is 

a very hardy tree, and will live and thrive where the oak 

will not grow at all, which is very curious, seeing that the 

former comes out into leaf so late in the spring, and sheds its 

foliage so early in the fall. The trees, which stand next in 

point of hardiness, are the sycamore, the beech, and 

the BIRCH, which are all.seen here ; but none of them fine.. 

The ASH is the most common tree, and even it flinches 

upon the hills, which it never does in the south. It has 

generally become yellow in the leaf already ; and many of 

the trees are now bare of leaf before any frost has made its 

appearance. The cattle all along here are of a coarse kind ; 

the cows, swag-backed and badly shaped, West-Hiland 

oxen, except in the dips of good land by the sides of the^ 

bourns which I crossed. Nevertheless, even here, the fields 

of turnips, of both sorts, are very fine. Great pains seem to 

be taken in raising the crops of these turnips: they are alt 

cultivated in rows, are kept exceedingly clean, and they are 

carried in as winter food for all the animals of a farm^ the 

horses excepted. 

As I approached Hexham, which, as the reader knows, 
was formerly the seat of a famous abbey, and the scene of 
a not less famous battle, and was, indeed, at pne time/ 

D 3 
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t^e s^£ of a bbhop, aod vMcH hai iKnr ehQrcie9 of grese 
tf&tiquity and cathedral-like archttectore ; as F approached^ 
tihis town, alon^ a valte j down which rtras a small river tbat 
soon after empties itself into the Ttis'E, the lanrd became 
good, the ash trees more lofty, and. green as in Jane ; the 
other trees proportion^bly large and fine ; and wlfen I got 
down into the vale of Hexham itself, there I fimnd the 
mA tree^ certain proof of a milder atmosphere ; for the oai, 
though amongst the hardest woods, is amongst the tenderesf ' 
of plants know^n as natives of our country. Here everything 
assumes a different appearance. Hie Tyke, the southern 
and northern branches of which meet a few miles above 
HtiXHAM, tntis dose by this ancient and celebrated town, 
atl round which the ground rises gradualty away towards 
l!he hills, crowned here and there with the remains of those 
castles which were formerly found necessary for the defence 
of this rich and valuable valley^ which, from tip of hill to 
tip of hill, varies, perhaps, from four to seven miles wide, 
Itnd which contains as fine corn-fields as those of Wiltshire, 
and fields of turnips, of both kinds, the largest, finest, and 
best cultivated, that my eyes ever, beheld. As 'a proof of 
the goodness of the land and the mildness of the climate 
liere, there is, in the grounds of the gentleman who had the 
Icindness to receive and to entertain me (and that in a 
manner which wiH prevent me from ever forgetting either 
Mm or his most amiable wife) ; there is, standing in hiis 
ground, about an acre of my com^ which will ripen per- 
fectly well ; and, in the same grounds, which, together with 
the kitchen-garden and all the appurtenances belonging to- 
d house, and the house itself, are laid out, arranged, and' 
eontrived^ in a manner so judicious, and to me so oiiginal^as 
to render them objects of great interest, though, in general^ 
I set vtry little value on the things which appertain merely 
to the enjoyments of the rich ; in the same grounds (to come 
fcack again to the climate), I perceived that the rather tender 
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e^ierffeeem Bot only lived but throre pavfbotlj vfM, aod (a. 
ciit^rion infallible) tbe hUnnitU Biooki stand the wiatar 
Without aoy Govering or aiiy paina takoa to ahelter them ; 
which^ as e:76ry ooe knows, is by no inaaiia always Ilia «aie, 
«yen at Kbnsingtok and Fvlham. 

At night Igavs a leetoro at an ian, at HaxtiAiff, in the 

midst of thedomatiis of that impwdent and atafid man, Mn 

^BAUMONT, who^ fiot mauy days before, in what he ealied 

^ speech, I suppose, made at Nbwcastlk, theoght propcv, 

as was reported in the newspapera, to utter tbe foUowfog 

words with regard to me, never having, in his life, reeeived 

the slightest provoeation for so doing. ^^ The liberty of ik^ 

^^ press had nothing to fear fVom the Qoverament. It was. 

^^ the duty of the administration to be iipa» tkeir guard to 

*^ prevent extremes. There was a oronehing servility on the 

** one hand, and an excitement to disor^^anization and to 

*^ Heenliousness on the other, which ought to be diseoonte* 

'* ftanced. The company, he believed, as mueh disapproved 

** of that political traveller who was now going through 

** the country--^i^« meant Cobbett-^m they detested the 

^' servile effusions of the Tories*" Beaumont, in addition 

to his native stupidity and imbedlity^ might have been 

drunk when he said this, but the servile wretch who pub-> 

lished it was not drunk ;. and, at any rate, Beaumont was 

my mark, it not being my custom to snap at tbe stiek, but- 

at the cowardly hand that wields it. 

It is my fashion, to meet, if I can, every assailant upoa 
his own dunghill. Beaumont kuew I was to be at Hsx* 
HAM ; tlmt is his dunghill; but he took very good oare not> 
to be seen in the neighbourhood at the time ; though, which 
is curious enough, the dirty f^low made his appearanen 
there when he found I was gone off to NEWCASTtB. Such 
a wretch, such a truly contemptible fellow, cannot be an 
object of what is properly called i^itgeance with any maft 
wbo IB not worth a straw ; huti I say, wkh Swift, ^* If a 
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fi^a or a Img bite me, I will kill it if Leas ;" and, acting: 
upon that principle, I, being at Hexh^^m, put my foot upoa. 
this contemptible creeping thing, who is offering himself a& 
a candidate for the southern division of the county, being sa 
eminently fitted to be a maker of the laws ! 

The newspapers have told the. whole country that Mr, 
JoHK RiDLET, who is a tradesman at Hexham, and. 
eccnpies some land close by, has made a. stand against ther 
demand for tithes ; and that the tithe-owner recently br»ke 
open, in the . night, the gate of his fields and carried away 
what he deemed to he the tithe ; that Mr. Ridley applied 
to the magistrates, who could only refer him to a court oft 
law to recover damages for the trespass. When I arrived ai' 
Hexham, I found this to be the case. I further found that- 
Beaumont, that impudent, silly and slanderous Beait-** 
MOKT, is the lay' owner of the tithes in and round about 
Hexham ; he being, in a right line, doubtless, the heir.or- 
successor of the abbot and monks of the Abbey of Hexham ; 
or, the heir of the donor, Eg f rid, king of Northumber" 
land, I found that Beaumont had leased out his tithes* 
to middle men, as is the laudable custom with the pious 
hishops and clergy of the law-church in Ireland. Finding 
all this, I, after some introductory matter, made my lecture 
consist of a dissertation on tithes: and, I think, I proved 
to the entire satisfaction of the people of Hexham, that all 
tithes were public property ; that it would be the duty of the 
reformed Parliament completely to abolish them both in 
England and in Ireland ; and that, in no respect whatso- 
ever did the claim of the lay-impropriator differ from that 
of the clergy themselves. How it ^ould have delighted 
Beaumont to have seen himself placed in the same boat, 
cheek-by-jowl, with all the crowds of fat rectors and vicars! 
How wise he would have looked ; and how still more zea* 
lous he would have been to prevent '^ licentiousness in tha 
press I*' and how still more n^cesaary hd would have found 
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it to express his ''disappointment of the political traveller^ 
Cobbettl" 



North Shields, 2. Oct, 1832. 

Yesterday morning I came from Hexham to Newcas* 
TXiB ; from Newcastle to South Shields (where I have. 
leetured this evening) ; and now I am here with an intention 
to lecture here to-morrow night. From Hexham to New* 
CAiTTLE I came down in a post-chaise, on the south-side of 
tlie Ttne, along a valley which is as fine a corn country a» 
any that is to be seen in any part of the banks of the. 
Thames above London-bridge ; and I have seen that valley • 
from the source of the Thames to London-bridge. At its 
northern source I saw it but a mere gutter; and its other 
source (the Isis) I rode across (not more than four yards 
OT^), the water not reaching up to the belly of my horse. 
The sides of the Tyne are very fine: corn-fields, woods, 
pastures^ villages; a church every four miles, or there-, 
ahouts ; cows and sheep beautiful ; oak trees, though none 
very large ; and, in short, a fertile and beautiful country, . 
wanting only the gardens and the vine-covered cottages that 
so beautify the countries in the Soutlx and the West. All 
the buildings are of stone. Here are coal- works and rail-- 
ways every now and then. The working people seem to be- 
very well off; their dwellings solid and clean, and their 
fttjpaiture good; but the little gardens and orchards are. 
wanting. The farms are all large; and the people who. 
work on them either live in the farm-house, or in buildings, 
appertaining to the farm-house ; and they are all well fed^ 
smd have no temptation to acts like those which sprang up 
out of the ill-treatment of the labourers in the South. Be* . 
sides, the mere country people are so few in number, the 
state of society is altogether so different, that a man who., 
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hailited liere aD his lifetimei can form no judgin^iit al all . 
with regard to the situation, the wants, and the treatmeflKt 
of the working people in the counties of the South. 

They say, that here is a very large estate, worth about 
seventy thousand pounds a year, which belonged to Lord 
Derwentwater, and which was confiscated and the 
reBt6 allotted to Qreenwich Ho&pital. I woador hoW 
niaeli the Hospital gets from it! A very fit sttlgect for 
inquiry. It is quite astonishing to know the qiiaiitity of tlici 
property that, in one way and aQOther, belongs to tha no3tum% 
I do not know who it is that holds this propettj now; but, 
a time may, perhaps, arrire, when I may be able to find ifc 
ottt; If such a time should arrive, I will assuredly seehqir 
the matter stands. 

They hare begun to make a raiUway from Carlisle ta 
Newcastle ; and I saw them at work at it as I caia^ 
along. There are great lead-mines not far from Hexhabc ; 
and I saw a great number of little one*horse carts hringlog 
down the pigs of lead to the point where the Tyne be-* 
conies navigable to Newcastle ; and sometimes I Sftw 
loads of these pigs lying by the road-side, as you see 
parcels of timber lying in Kent and Sussex, and other tim* 
ber counties. No fear of their being stolen : their weiglit 
is their security, together with their value compared witli 
that of the labour of carrying. Hearing that Beaumoitt 
was, somehow or other, connected with this lead -work, I 
had got it into my head that he was a pig of lead himself, 
and half expected to meet with him amoagst these groupe 
of his fellow- creatures ; but, upon inquiry, I found that- 
some of the lead-mines belonged to him 3 descending, pro- 
bably, in that same right line in which the tithes descended 
to him ; and, as the Bishop of Durham Is said to be the 
owner of great lead-mines, Beaumont and the bishop may 
possibly be in the same boat with regard to the subterraoeaa 
estate as well as to that upon the surface ; and, if this ^oold 
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be the case, it will^ I voUgr bdiave, rfnira «U tkc pbtj.of 
die bisfaop, and ell tlwwkdlaai of Bcaumonx, l»ke^ the 
Boat Btbore water for awidier firerycaow 

Ab 1 ftppron^ied Nk%vcastlb^ tiie eolliaiea^ the rail- 
made^ the ettizesg! eomrtiy beoceiy the MBofae,.the hastle^ airf 
all the London- like appearance, again met nqr e]ra. fiut^ 
jodge of B^ fiurpiiae' when I taw a HAMM£BLSMITH- 
BBIDGE ftwingiiig upon chains^ and with joat such a lodge 
lor the toIlHDan to live in ; and with everjrtfaing. as much 
¥ke the Wek as ayoaagape is like an old onel Over k I 
went, looking at the tide below, and seeiiig the boats peab 
about, as I hav« so often dene, going frosn K&ksingtow to 
Barn-Elm and badi again. This Newcastle is leally 
and truly the London of the North : it has ail the solidi^ 
of the city of London; aU its appearances o£ industry and 
of real wealth; ail its prospects of permanency; and, 
tliere is only thk difference in the pet^Ie, that, aat New^ 
CASTLE they are all of one breed and of one stamp; 
whereas London is inhabited by persons from every part of 
the kingdom, not omitting a considerable number from the 
sister kingdom / As to which has die best populatiee, I 
am naturally shy about delivering a very decided opiaioa* 
hut this I will say, that a better race than that at New- 
castle and its vicinity, I am quite satisOed that there ie 
not upon this eardi. Here yea find all the good qualities^, 
public and private ; and, which is a great thing to say, yoa 
find them in every dass; 

Nertk Shields, 3. Oct, 1832. 
I lectured at South Shields last evening, and here 
dkis evening. I came over the river from South Sh i eld s 
about eleven oVlock last nighty and made a very firm bargaia 
wHh myself never to do the like again. This evening^ a&er 
my lecture was over, some geademeD presented aa address 
to me upon the stage^ before the audience, aceosipanied' 
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with the Taluable and honourable present of the late Mr. 
£kea8 Mackenzie's History of the County or 
Northumberland; a very intereetiDg work^ worthy. o£ 
every library in the kingdom. I shall insert this address 
by-and*by ; and in the meanwhile proceed with my progress 
in the North. 

From Newcastle to Morpeth; from Morpeth to 
Hexham ; and then all the way down the Tyne; though^ 
everywhere such abundance of fine turnips, and, in some 
caries, of mangel-wurzely you see scarcely any potatoes ; a 
certain sign that the working people do not live like hogs. 
This root is raised in Northumberland and Durham, to be 
used merely as garden-stuff; and, used in that way, it is 
very good ; the contrary of which I never thought, much 
less did I ever say it. It is the using of it as a substitute 
for bread and for meat, that I have deprecated it ; and, when 
the Irish poet, Dr. Drennen, called it ^* the lazy root and 
the root of misery," he gave it its true character. Sir 
Charles Wolsbley, who has travelled a great deal in 
France, Germany, and Italy, and who, though Scott- 
Eldon scratched him out of the commission of the peace, 
and though the sincere patriot Brouoh am will not put 
him in again^ is a very great and accurate observer as to 
these interesting matters, has assured me, that, in what- 
ever proportion the cultivation of potatoes prevails in those 
countries, in that same proportion the working people 
are wretched ; an assurance which is fully corroborated 
by my son William^ who is also a most competent judge, 
and who has had opportunities of seeing parts of France 
and Belgium, which Sir Charles may not have seen. 
From this degrading curse ; from sitting round a dirty 
board 9 with potatoes trundled out upon it, as' the Irish do; 
from going to the field with cold potatoes in their bags, as 
the working people of Hampshire and Wiltshire DID, but 
which they have not done since the appearance of certain 



eoryuseations yyvhichy td spare the feelings of tbe " Lambs, 
the Broughams, the Greys, aad the Rusbells,*' ftnd': 
tbeir dirty bill-of-iiidictmeiit-drawer Denmak, I will not- 
describe, iriuch less will I eulogize ; from- this degrading > 
curse, tbe county of Northumberland is yet happily iree ! 



Sunderland, 4. OcL, 1832. 
I have just been to give my farewell lecture at this placiB 
of interesting situation^ great trade and bustle, long and 
beautiful and opulent streets ; of kind and most mannerly 
people ; and without any more cholera morbus, or ever 
having had any more Asiatic cholera morbus, or anything 
of the kind that was contagious, than there is now in the 
sole of my shoe ; and this, too, is the opinion of every sen- 
sible person in the town. 

This morning I left North Shields in a post-chaise, 
in order to come hither through Newcastle and Gates- 
HEAD, this affording me the only opportunity that I was 
likely to have of seeing a plantation of Mr. Armorer 
DoTiKiK, close in the neighbourhood of Newcastle; 
which plantation had been made according to the method 
prescribed in my book called the " Woodlands ;'* and to 
see which plantation I previously communicated a request 
to Mr. Don KIN. That gentleman received me in a man- 
ner which will want no describing to those who have bad 
the good luck to visit Newcastle. The plantation is 
most advantageously circumstanced to furnish proof of the 
excellence of my instructions as to planting. The prede-- 
cessor of Mr. Don kin also made plantations upon the' 
same spot ; and consisting precisely of the same sott of 
trees. The two plantations are separated from each- 
other merely by a road going through them. Those of the 
predecessor have heenm^desix-and'iwenty years; those of' 
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Mf; DojTKiir sis peunj and, inereclible m kmfty appokt^ 

tlb tre^m the letter ar&fuU m lofty as tlioi» in the fdranev^ 

ai^) bandog, the equal loftiness, are vastly supeiiorjii poiiil^ 

o£ sJbapey and, which is very curious, retain all their freali* 

nesa at thif season of the year, while the old phmtationa are 

brownish and have many of the leaves falling off the trees, 

though the sort of trees is> precisely the same. As a sort of 

reward for having thus contributed to this very rational 

Bouroeof-his pleasure, Mr. Don kin was good enough to give 

me an elegant oopy of the faUesef the oelehratedf E$kwxc|c, 

who was-at once a native of HiiyiCAST]^ and an bfOUbtmi^^ 

to the towns and whose books I had h^dJxom the^ tip»«LUiativ 

niy. children b^an to look at books, until^ taloieija from bo^.)^. 

that sort of ra^^ne which I had to eitperienoe at the. timc^ oC.* 

no^ memoi^able fiight across the Atlantio^: in. ordei! to. sequel • 

the use of that long ann. whioh I oauMid tov temk Co^i 

ruption from Long Island to London. . .i 

In^Mr. Doi^xn's^ Utehfin garden (my #y<efli being mti^ei 

closed in such a aac^e)^ I saw what I had nei^4$ean b^farah 

in any kitchen^ garden» and whiah it may liMS very us^M ^ 

some of mj readers.tOr have described to them* Walkf^*ui4\ 

i8> when destroyed in the spring, nover destioji[ed. by c&i^. 

coid^; bttty. ninety-nine times out of a han4red« hy. w^yb^ 

frosts^ which descend always perpendicuJ^yy Ited which 

are generally fatal if they come between the escpaimoo qi, 

the blossom and the setting of the fruit; that ie te^saj^j^ i^. 

they com* aft^ the blopm i^ quite op^U) ^)d before it hft 

disetttsoij^ itself from the fruit. The gri^t.1Ji^gKthemit: 

fere^ ia getting, walUfrHti^ is to kee|^ off th#se fi^ofittf* Ti#' 

Ereneh if[»ke use of boardiy i^ the n^|^ibeM^boo4 (4 PiW|i«i%u 

pii^iec^ing from the tops, of the waUs; aedf se^poiited kf'i 

pfiles ; and oeme peysone coolrive to. hare onxtain^ ^ceaiftp 

omr the whols tree at night and te be draw«^/iip in 4#t 

leegntng. Mr. Dos kin's waU% have a top of ifivm; ^Mvb 

tMbtop, orcap^ pf^^ts abo\^ ^^^ht mb^ beyonil tjmi^mi 



■^ 



<]^'iS^'^nSt;, i»fe(kh 19 qmtir sv Ackiitt t^gottd agaUnfl' til^' 
welB#oit9, Di^ielr always, fail perpendiofiUcriy^ 7fali* it » 
ccntntyy of stone to be- stire'j but tliose^ whb* oa» alferel* lt>; 
bttM valbif6r the purpose c£h«riog'i)v«ikfniit; caoaiffilidt' 
Ui cap them in tiii») maoner r to rear tbe> wfil], {dlmt^ tb«r« 
tree^ and^tkefr^ to save the expense* of' th» cap, ie' t^\f' 
soiDBilli]%19ee tlie old prov^eiinal i^urdity» ^ d^ loiiog tiiv 
ehfp for'die-;sake of saivifig'a' pennyworth of tan'* 

'At Wc. Boi9^itisrV I saw a portrait of Bewick, whicfl' 
i». Mad:U» be a^ great likeotss, and whieh^ dfsugii ImagtnaK 
t^tgeee a gteatwayia such a ctte, resdljr bespeake thair 
idmplldty, a»com]MHiied whli" diat gemusj which di^iii*- 
goMfed'the^maii. Mr. Wm. AR^sTnavt? was kind' 6boil||il' 
tiPiiislsa me a present of a copy of the last perfonnaneeoi^ 
tilte^s»'jii8% celebrated wnm^ It \w endi^ed"< Waits^* Foif 
D^ATH^^ exltfbkiiig Shpeoir QMHome josttdioarto^ile^ and 
ppeeedetli by^ am espko»toty' wviHn^, whieU^ doei^ ad maeiy' 
betaoiQ' to tite Iteart 60 Bkwk^K' tm «fae wheUr of his dfftsigfir 
pot together do to hisr geniasi l%e' 8%ht ol liie^ pietute^ 
tfie'ireiidiog*of tftie»pi%lace'toil; atod the fiietithatit was^tlie 
IIM [eflbrt'ol^ tfiv raavj aflegedY^msde it*dffiettit to pre^^ 
TWrt'tenwfroiiet stiEHing» fmiir the eye»of any one mit'tia^^ 
oeMmoaly eteeled witlimensMfiK^ 

Fretad^ Mr; Bo»Tctir*S- I- came- off to- S undies s.A.iri>^ 
tfoongfr €ra?T£SHE:ftfD. Away to^myiefl^ down- onstfaendi^ 
of the Tnnr, lay the variens works fiir the'dnnmng up 0^ 
ceiir, ibr ^le making'of coppersiy for the ntaktng-of ' tav^ 
nesia, ^ Bpens safite, of' soda, of 'saeqf% of glass^ aad of* 
Gm^ kaaws wltot besidies»^ Heie axe htli«> id' Ume^ttaii^ 
oiilrof whiel^, i^ steiaSi, they gj^ tiie neaarbf deng'tfaese* 
tl^gs.. Whyr^«^ saltv are? oallid' ^s&bh mUt I alwiQrer 
wondemdv seeing dM Bvebas ir a pMity infibnge ia n^ 
mrtlr^ coMiy of Skny^ fimow &p ny^iiag that I' even 
MMHd ef k«t llw ^sa^rttcer apoo' ka dews,, whaoe Nasft) 
ai# fimiQiidFeir»eet tgw aatotjas f y or to^gemhla wkh moaejr 
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that tbey have got out of the taxes ; and for cauntff'fneeWi^flf 
hild in the village, where gentleiaen, about' upon a le^^ 
(geaitn^y tpeaking), in point of intellect, with* the 
tlutt they ride, used to me^t,- in the days of '^Pitp 
prosperity /* to draw up and pass declarations 
Paine V Rights of Man/' and to enter into solemfir 
|4edge6,to take and to pass Bank«of-£bgIand notes, *«t tfa^ 
lime when the old Lady had nothing but one piece of pap^r 
to' give for another. In my little book, eatled^^PAPBtt' 
iM3>AiNST Gold," which e?ery nian in this kingdom ougli^ 
nmo to read, if he have not already r^ad it, I have recorded 
the stupidity, the insolence,- and baiBeness of those Idw ^-^ 
ra^ts and pretended loyal men of my native 6(Hintyi' 
Pitmen ! I will not be so unjust as put the Pith^iv^^* 
Durham and Northumberland upon a level with these' bmtM 
that used to meet at Efsom, whom, if I oould properly' 
describe, the description would make the sensible p^ple of 
the North scratch the word ** Epsoltf " out of the appeUft-> 
tion of this article of their manufacture* 

Lime is burnt here to be- sent to Scotland; and the wet 
sometimes gets in, sets the vessel on fire, and produces very 
great calamity. Like every thing else here, the lime^bttraM^ 
ing is on a scale of prodigious magnitude. You see mn^ 
thing here that is pretty ; but every thing se^ms to be' 
abundant in value; and one great thing is, the Woridii|^v 
people live well* Theirs is not a life of ease to be siH-e^ 
but it is not a life of hunger. The pitmen have twenty-fhur 
shillings a week ; they live rent-free, their iuel costs th^m 
nothing, and their doctor costs them nothing. Their work' 
is terrible, to be sure; and,- perhaps, they do not have what 
they ought to have ; but^ at any rate, they live well, their 
houses are good and their furniture good ; and though they< 
Hve not in a beautiful scene, they are in the scene wheve' 
they were born, and their lives seem to be as good as that' 
of the working part of mankind can reasonjBi^ly expect*^ 
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Alm^ tke whole, of &e country hereabouU is owned by 

^tkt ettiioiis tMng called the Dean and Chapter oi Dur* 

lauM. AloMWi the whole of South Shiblds it theira, 

vgimikted upon leasee with fines at staled periods. This 

yQp&u and Chapter are the hrd$ of tke Larde. 

LoN DON PERRT, with all his huffiog and strutting, is but 

jk tenant of the Dean and Chapter of Durham, who souse 

him fo often with their ^nes that it is said that he has had 

-to pay them more than a hundred thousand pounds within 

the last ten or tweke years. What will Lokdonderrt 

l^tthat he is not the tenant of the public before this day 

five years ! There would be no difficulty in these cases, but 

OQ the contrary a rery great convenience ; because all these 

tN^iaDts of the Dean and Chapter might then purchase out« 

^d-out, aad msdce that property freeliold, which they now 

hold by a ienure so uncertain and so capricious. 



Alnwick, '7. Oct., 1832. 
From SuKDBRLAKB I came, early in the morning of 
the 6th of October, once more (and 1 hope not for the last 
ti0ie) to Newcastle, there to lecture on the paper-* 
MdNEY, which I did, in the evening. But before I proceed 
furth^y I must record something that I heard at Sun- 
DERLAND respecting that babbling fellow Trevor ! My 
readers will recollect the part which this fellow acted with 
regard to the ** liberal Whig prosecution ;" they will reeoKect 
that it was he who first mentioned the thing in the House 
of Commons^ and suggested to the wise Ministers the pro- 
priety of prosecuting me; that Lord Althorp and Den- 
man hummed and ha^d about.it; that the latter had naf 
read it, and that the former would offer no opinion upon 
It; that Trevor came on again, encouraged by the works 
of the curate of Cxowhurst,tuid by the Woody, bloody old 
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4iHBi»ra«t<Mi«aoi^MJLfg€l bMktal^ JCy.wiiiJiw 

#dU.%iidMr moUmI that tke U«>dy «U Tinm tth«r.|W^ 
tArtb anoihirMdomMBt «» iijB wfiw w«i t <ifGtmiiMi> ii^wii i >n 
^'BiuNi£U» TiiMKCi4Her, and .Soa^osn .S&uh 
Mth^ -^fAt ^«»8 Ja Hoft9HAH Jail iwith ia ^aittf 
^llj^«»t bb^aWs. i%>iiaatUisJuK>w»ttoyg<<ilfe<rfttfabvaflOT 

Ji8) ppogfe99» whiidk cfacwaflftainatn « aia 4iM ^to^ be «lalidr* 1imr». 
vS'lify^rtcQlkcly Ji09it«e¥9<t^t from tlia ^r«yifir|tvlT< 
4^Uus.Td^&yoii with tbexitiaost^ disdain; mA tit a t ^ M be 
^.theattacks wHch I wrote alNXit htaiy Ip^^^^l^^^^^ ""W^it 
<^TR£#VOa AND POTATOES ;" 9Mmm dMiit Jie liaMl 
xne becaase J -was^resolvadi fif«-4Mr.&ra na^^^liat «H>iksag 
men should aot live upon potatoes in my cauatij. Nov, 
mark; now, chopstieks'^.^-^eiivfi^HBiiark the wgk^tf, 
the justice, the proa^titudoy and the excellent taste of dvaae 
lads of theiNooiXH! ^M the last general election, whidi 
'jtodcptaee.alliervihe '^Jibflfal Whigprosaaiilioii'' bad.becia 
J^giuiy TABVoa-^iRas^a candidate for .the^,«ity of «Duii,si4iif^ 
JHdiich Is ,aJbout fif|c>en miks fmn this Imf y ftoarn/of Swr* 
iPaibJ^AKD. The freemen <^f DuBiHiW.are.^i^ ¥0ta».i4i 
Jbat .city, and s^ne osf these freemen residerat Suxjn^* 
JjAnd. Tbw^foi^/d^&llow (Lw]«h to GK)d;^Kili oonld «#e 
him !) want rto SuND£<Rx,ANiD Xo canvass th#se frniacmB 
fosidifig tb^e ; ^and they peked him qiut ,Qf the.jl^pffim^ ..^ad 
(oh^ppr^priatejnissiles!) peliedi»im.oiit with.^9 *^'acfiurs0d 
Xix^tf*' jh^allectifig s^d.shoutiag after him^^*^ Trevor ><ui«/ 
fiOtatofisI," Ah! #t|]pid .oo|U30inb4 li^e.did he imagiiMb 
mh&i he was pl^yi^ : his gaff^-with -Ah:i!»09,B 'Wi Daif^ 
iMA^iWhatwoiild/be the ukimale «£G»Gt o£ IhatijgamQ^I 

Before I set off £pom Newcastxs in the«iiiQraiag» I wt«t 
lo,Mr. Wn. A&Msxjioiia'^y to take my leave of .him«ai 
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"iiblJIfag. AKMrmoKo. I tben.mciinMdno Jfi0.Mjic«sw« 
'^siK%*i»i»ch iuid been my 'head^qoftrters, aad4U ^faickl 
t.ika^ BBceived <«eii teeatmetit as skxwagtm ^do ;i«ceive ^ 
^'SiiAWCiit^Ti.E* TbeQee> I tookaiyieave ofa town in wlaieh 
iji^ had axpefiefided mon real pleaeute, and .my ^friends in 
ujidiicb 1 'had «veiyTeaeon to be better pleased witl|»'thaa 
.jerfihttay ej[{ual number of persons tbat I had eter before 
%JMei] «t any period of my life. To select particular persons 
«-to.«aine,.in sueh a case, wouM be oseless as ^dl as isi- 
^fVQpvt} when-all have so much ^^ratttude dueto them from 
.joBe, thev whole Ust fluist be nuned, or r must keep«ilenGe as 
t^o^rticiihuft. LoMiBt say the^same as to North ^hullds 
«.:aiid Svudebi^ak d. T expected^ to meet* warm andseDsible 
.^iriendfrat Nvwcastle, and in its neighbourhood. I should 
'^h9t9e been disappointed ifl had not hwad them ; the reality, 
\kowever, ^surpassed the expectation ; and I was really glad 
vtiiaicircamstanees forced me away; for my attachment to 
/|ii6 scene i^rew upon me rery fast ; and when J took le«fe 
.«f M{8.>MiAC&8NzrEy and her obliging and excellent family, 
-^Kiy 'leelings, in spite of the credit which the most brutal 

and mercenaiy villains on the face of the earth. have given 
«jiiefor want of any ^feelings at all, were far different from 
«1diese with which we take leave of persons and of towns 
-^h^n^e visit in the ordinary courae of our lives. I deem 

myself the better for having, seen Newcastle and its 
^yeepb: in them I have found new causes for loving my 
'"OeMitiy and my countrymen, and for preferring both to all 
.mher comtriea and all other people in the world : and,'thns, 
'*#or^the present, I takd my leave of Newcastle, with,addi- 
^'Ik^nal knowledge acquired, additional friendship clinging to 
iwnf heart, and ^additional motives to exertion for the goody 
^die haipiaess, aod the greatness of England. 

From NswcASTXE to Morpeth, the country is what! 

heftre ^deseribed it to be. From Morpeth to this place 

(AniiwiCJc)^ the country, generally. speaking, is very poor 
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'at to land, scarcely any trees at all ; the farms enormoualf 
extensive-; only two churches, I think, in the whole of dse 
"twenty miles ; scarcely anything worthy the name of a tree, 
' and not one single dwelling having the appearance of -a 
' labourer's house. Here appears to be neither hedging nor 
' ditching ; no such thing as a sheep-fold or a hurdle to be 
seen ; the cattle and sheep very few in number ; the farm 
servants living in the farm-houses, and very few of them ; tlic 
thrashing done by machinery and horses ; a country without 
people. This is a pretty country to take a minister from to 
govern the South of England ! A pretty country to take^ 
'Lord Chanceller from to prattle about poor- Znt^s and aboit 
surpfus population ! My Lord Grey has, in fact, spent 
his life here, and Brougham has spent his life in the Inns 
•of Court, or in the botheration of speculative books. How 
should either of them know anything about the eastern, 
southern, or western counties ? I wish I had my dignitary 
Dr. Black here ; I would soon make him see that he has 
all these number of years been talking about the bulPs honis 
instead of his tail and buttocks. Besides the indescribable 
pleasure of having seen Newcastle, the Siiieldses, Sith- 
DERLAND, Durham, and Hexham, I have now discovered 
the true ground of all the errors of the Bcoi^h feelosofers with 
regard to population, and with regard to poor-laws. The tWo 
countries are as different as any two things of the same natute 
can possibly be ; that which applies to the one does not at aSl 
apply to the other. The agricultural counties are covered 
all oyer with parish churches, and with people thinly distri- 
buted here and there. Only look at the two counties of 
Dorset and Durham. Dorset contains 1,005 square miles'; 
Durham contains 1,061 square miles« Dorset has 271 
parishes; Durham has 15 parishes. The population ^f 
Dorset is scattered ovex the whole of the county, there being 
no town of any magnitude in it. The population of Dcfir- 
ham^ though larger than that of Dorset, is almost all ga* 
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Ihered together at the mouths of the Tr^«, the Wear, and 
the Te£». Northumberland has l>87i square miles; and 
Saffolk has 1,612 square miles. N^Vrthumberland has 
eighty 'ei^ht parishes ; and Suffolk has Jive hundred and 
ten parishes, $o that here is a county one third part 
sisaller than that of Northumberland with six times at 
many villages in it! What comparison is there to be 
made between states of society so essentially different? 
Wkat rule is there, with regard to population and poor- 
laws, which can apply to both cases! And how is my 
Lord lIowiCK, born and bred up in Northumberlahd, to 
kxM)W how to judge of a population suitable to Suffolk? 
Saffolk is a county teeming ivith production, as well as 
with people ; and^ how brutal must that man be who 
.would attempt to reduce the agricultural population of 
Suffolk to that of the number of Northumberland ! Tlie 
population of Northumberland, larger than Suffolk as it 
i&j does not equal in total population by nearly one-third, 
notwithstanding that one* half of its whole population hare 
.^ettrngekher upon the banks of thr^FT?iE. And are we to 
get rid of our peoj^ in the South, and supply the places 
of them by horses and machines 1 Why not have the 
Ipeople in the fertile counties of the South, where their very 
existence causes their food and their raiment to come? 
Blind and thoughtless must that man be, w1m> imagines that 
ril hvkt farms in the South are unproductive. I much ques- 
tion whether, taking astr ip three mile^each way from the road, 
coming from Newcastle to A ln wick, an equal quantity of 
what is called waste ground in Surrey, together with the 
cottages that skirt it, do not exceed such strip of ground in 
point of produce. Yes, the cows, pigs, geese, poultry, 
gardens, bees and fuel that arise from those wastes^ far 
exceed, even in the capacity of sustaining people, similar 
breadths of ground, distributed into these large farms in the 
poorer parts of Northumberland. 1 have seen not less than 

E 
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ten thouMstd gee«e in one tsaet^ goshmb^ in abe^t si^ 
Bules, goi^ from Chjobhak low«d« Fajcvham in &im|i« 
I believe theaa geese alone^ raised ei^tiiAf by cace mi ^ 
the conmon, to be wocth more than ibe dear psofit that -cm 
be drawn fcom any aimila^. bi^adth df laiid between Mo^ 
VZTU and Alkvick« What foUy is it to talk, .thtfOs^ 
i||f>lyii)g to tbe coaaties of the. South prj»cijple«. aad jrn^i 
ajaplicabte to a country like this I 

To-moirow morning, I start for ^' Mon^AJi: Ashek^I.^ 
My readers will, I dare s^y, perceive how KMich mjn^ ** a^ 
tcklhict " has been improved sioce I ciiossed the T^jij^ 
What it will get to when I shall have crossed tibe Tw%M^ 
God only knows ! I wish very much that I (^uld atq^.4^ 
day at Berwick, in order to find some ^*feel&$qfer *' ^. 
ascertain, by some chemical process, the exact degree of tbe 
improvement of the '^ untalluctJ' I am a&aidy howevei^ 
^hat I shall not be able to manage thia; for I meat g^ 
along ; beginniog to feel devilishly home-aick sin^fi 1 ieft 
Newcastle, 

They tell me, thatLoiidHowiCK^whojsJust married ly^ 
the-by^ made a speech here the other day^, during which bi^ 
said, '' that the Reform was only the means ta an Mud^ 
and tbat the end was cheap government." Qoodl Sitaja^' 
to that, my Lord, and, as you are now married, pray let tha 
country fellows and girls marry too : let ua have cnzAW^ • 
GOVERNMENT, and I warrant you, that there willhenxMOb 
for us all, and plenty for us to eat and dciak; it is tip 
drones, and not the bees, that are too numerous ; it is th^ 
vermin who live upon the taxes^ and not those who worlc |q^ 
raise them, that we want to get rid of. We aie keepii^ 
fifty thousand tax-eaters to breed gentlemen and ladies £guc 
the industrious and laborious to keep. These axe tba 
opinions which I promulgate ; and whatever your flattiearMa 
may say to the contrary, and whatever ^^ feelosqficai " «t«ft 
Brougham and his rabble of writers may pat forth, thesa 



<qpinintii of fliiae y^ BmsJUf pfevail. i irepeat my anxioiis 
wUk (I maM c^Ii k a hope if I coM\ ttnt your fitber'i 
ftwctoiaoo oiaj Jm eqmi ta y« nnie, aodtfaat he wiil da that 
vluek i»<dbttHMd«d by the rq^ht whieh the peopfo have td 
laeiet Hjpetft iBeftsvm neoessafj 4o reetoro dw greataess and 
hapfftiwee of ^ coniUry; nady if he ehcnr a 4!i8poeiti(»i fc^ 
4a 4ht^ I shottftd tdeeift myielf 4he most cRnaaal of all maa^ 
Uuad, if I^ware ta^iBaafceuaeof any infinesce that I posses^ ta 
feeder hie fladeHsAifig naore difficult thaa it naturally must 
has bal, if ha ahew sot that d^spotttiony it will be my 
basaden doty 't# eadeaveur to drire him from the possesaon 
of power ; tat, be the ^onseqaenceslo individuals what they 
seajy the greatteaB, the freedom^ and the haj^iness of £ng« 
land mail be f e«b»ed* 

TO Mr. COBBETT. 
^Atf €k»^ratulaiefy Addrea of the undersigned inha^ 
inieuU§ of the borough -of Tynemoicth, and North Skietds 
jtmdvicinit^^in the couiUy of Northumberland. 
^ Aa eolii^ileaed people, bursting^the bonde of ignorance 
Ittdemir by whieh ilhey hare long been shackled, can feel 
only sratimenta af gratkade towajrds ^se who have in any 
wenf been instmmeotal towards their deliTerance, or who 
have patriotically aided in the great and glorious work of 
regenerating their country by enlightening and informiDg 
the minds of their eouatrymen on subjects of the highest 
iojkHrest, as it regards both the happiness of individuals and 
the prospecity of nations. Amoofst this noble band of true 
patrioU we recognise you, Sir, as supeireminently distin* 
gttished alike foe taieaits of the higheit order aad the most 
aidcjrt zeal ia your country's cause ia all times of difficulty 
aad danger: added to which (what must command the 
admiration of most intelligent per8(m6), your unwearied 
industry and manly, uncompiomising perseverance^ in the 
mflintenaaee and defeaee of just principles of civil policy, 
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wh]:ch must, so far as they are or may be adopted (and 
adopted they must be by a reformed Farliameot), cootribate 
greatly to the prosperity of the country. For these and all 
your valuable labours to ameliorate the condition of tiM 
labouring classes, and also for the high gratification we 
received from your interesting and entertaining lecture at 
our theatre on Tuesday evening (25th September)^ be pleased 
to accept of our sincere and grateful thanks. And we can- 
not but think, that in your peregrinations through the 
country you must behold with delight, and must indeed feel 
as well as see, that though you have laboured more abund- 
antly in the great work of reform than any of your contem^ 
poraries, you have not laboured in vain ; that a rich har- 
vest is now in view ; and that your political views and 
principles are now recognised, not only by the humble, un- 
sophisticated mechanic and artisan, but also by many of the 
higher classes, whose prejudices you have in great pari 
succeeded in removing. Your present labours in travelling 
over the more distant provinces of the North, instructing 
your countrymen in their civil rights and duties, must, in 
our opinion, be productive of the greatest public good, at 
this important crisis of our affairs, by disseminating the most 
interesting political truths, and at the same time dissipating 
those powerful prejudices which have prevented their general 
reception. 

We anticipate, with a pleasing satisfaction, the period 
when you shall, by the discriminating good sense of a por- 
tion of your countrymen who duly appreciate your talents, 
be removed to a higher and more extended sphere ef use- 
fulness, and when you shall have it in your power mors 
effectually to storm the remaining fortresses and strongholds 
of corruption and tyranny, both civil and ecclesiastical^ 
when both the law and the gospel shall be administered as 
ouy ancestors intended they should, pure and unexpensive. 

We congratulate you, Sir, on the passing of the Reform 
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Billy which you have so long laboured to accomplUh. With 
all its imperfections (which are many) much^ we are per* 
anaded^ will be gained by the extension of the suffrage, and 
the increased popular influence at elections, if the people 
be sufficiently vigilant and discriminate in their choice of 
proper persons to represent them in the great council of the 
nation. But we have at the same time deeply to regret that 
the old corrupt mode of electing members is still continued, 
and that the aristocratic despotism of wealth must still pre« 
ponderate at our elections, and render nugatory, in many 
instances, the advantages obtained by the extension of the 
elective franchise. Hence we hope electors will now them* 
selves be comunced of the necessity of the ballot^ to remove 
every^ undue and corrupt bias which may be offered by a 
base and unprincipled aristocracy. The ballot^ therefore, 
we hope, will be one of the pledges everywhere demanded 
from candidates. 

That you may long live to enjoy the fruits of your labours, 
in the esteem, respect, and gratitude of your countrymen, 
^nd see, as a consequence, the regeneration of your country, 
and general happiness and prosperity prevail throughout the 
British dominions, is the sincere and ardent prayer of youjr 
frieuds and admirers^ the undersigned : 



Jobo Tumball 
Thomas Mathwin 
John iVIarshaU 
John Robinsou 
Dan'd Hume 
Balph Kogei-sou 
Thomas Smith 
Matthew Brown 
Richard Lowdou 
Andrew Middleton 
John Kelly 
Robert White 
George Hill 
Rfter Cowey 
fiartholoiuew Mason 
Andrew Hare 
Miles Raeltou 
David Coleman 
William SmaU 



Andrew Dun . 
lliomas Jackson 
William Wright 
£dward Charletou 
Robert Richardsou 
Thomas Wright 
Charles Smith 
John Fell 
James Reay 
Andrew Penman 
William Hare 
Alexander Gray 
William Iron . 
Peter Geldart 
Joseph Lamb 
Robert Thornton 
Michael Gordon 
Morris Neal 
Edward Campel 



Thomas Askew 
William Brown 
John Jackson 
Edward Bruce 
Robert Lowry 
Peter Jew-sou 
Michael Ball 
William Ball 
Thomas Grey 
Edward Dundas 
Isaac Freeman 
Saniuei Marr 
Roger Matthews 
John Grey 
Robert Kirkby 
Peter-Watler 
William Cowey 
Robert Kelly 
William S. Newham 
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John Wright 
Peier Jiihoseu 
■John Johnson 
Andrew Macpherson 
MIcliael DftTidaoti 
William 'Hiomsou 
Saiitael Turner 
Alexander WilUams 
James Shields 
Andrew Davidso9 
George Yoang 
William Bell 
Peter Black 
John Field 
Andrew Smith 
lliomab Wiliiama 
Ralph Morgan 
George Thomson 
William JeniciuB 
John Bell 
flamnel Stevens 
Michael Watson 
David Sontfaereu 
Barnard Holly 
'lliomas Jackson 
Andrew Yonng 
James Taylor 
James Thompsoa 
George QvBy 
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Henry Armstrong 
John Jofanson 
IVilliam Gray 
Peter Price 
Peter Smitli 
John Dam 
George Peters 
James Blair 
Thomas Sinclair 
Ralph Phillips 
Edward Burn. 
Samuel White 
WiUiam Bell 
Matthew Robsoo 
George Gordon. 
Robert Oreeu 
Andrew Reid 
William Jewson 
Peter Waddle 
James Beaumont 
John Wentworl 
John Samuala 
Edward Turner 
Thomas MiUa 
Pelcr Bally 
Thomas Black 
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Andrew Davidson 
Robert Smith 
James Ferguson 
Tlioraas Gordon 
John Askew 
William Gibson 
Nesbit Dunn 
John Brown 
John Wilkie 
ThoniM Gtlmove 
George Green 
Peter Lawbor 
John Rows, setu 
John Nesbit 
Michael Williainmn 
Samoel Wright 
Andrew Thompson 
Joseph Hill 
Thomas Waugh 
Johu^>rguson 
Edward Biuley 
Peter Arrowsmith 
Robert Boag 
David Donnison 
John Eisdon 
Andrew Lewis 
Charles Gordon 
Thomas White 
Ralph Boners 
Thomas Hill 
Geof^ Yonng 
Alexander Scott 
Nicholas Smiles, sen. 
Nicholas SmUes, jun. 
Thomas Wilson 
Henry Frederick ' 
Tliomas Waugh 
Philip Sparks 
Robert Miiburn 
James Smith 
William Johnson 
Francis Ellis 
James Leslie 
Roger Ligton 
John Williams 
John Thompson 
John Burlison 
Henry Young 
Matthew Rate, )nu. 
William Rate, sen. 
Samuel Anderson 
John Briggs 
Matthew Poster 
Henry Storey 
Thomas Robson 
Ralph Morton 



ChristopboliaM ) 
Cttthbert Browu 
Fi«dench lamb 
Nicholson Davison 
Matthew Hales 
Robert Phitiiiottn 
Thomas Nicuolson 
DavidArk^ 
JohnRo«er» 
William Newton 
John Gellmore 
Peter Wylie 
Jdhn Audersoa 
Thomas Pye 
Robert White 
Peter Black 
John Hendriek 
James Leitehfield 
Henry MnUmn 
William Jackson 
Bienjamio Gibson 
James Afldrawr 
Henry Bell 
WilKam HeMjside- 
Henry HasweU 
William Haswdl 
James StsiMM 
WUliam Black 
Matthew Fenrak 
Michael Davldsoa 
Andrew Cass 
James Longh 
Robert Donglas 
David Steel 
John Thomas 
Thomas Thomas 
William Johnson 
John Hill : 
Robert Lamh 
Peter Scott 
North Thompson 
James Smith 
Thomas Lester 
James Wangh 
John Stephens 
Mark Dodsoq 
John Houter 
William Hnerst 
Lambert Gray 
William Oliver 
William Hansel 
Thomas Sanderson 
Rirtoo Nixon 
Gideon Scott . 
Thomas Robf oa 
John Harrisov 
Henry Wate 
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James EIHqI 
Luke Oaif 
Robert Buso^JB** 
JoJmmwed 
Wm. Uolefaiiiioiutiiii. 
Ralph Hall 
John Winis 
George Haaibi* 
James Dowey 
Thomafl €arr 
Robert BcU 
Hornsby BsteiiiQMa 
John Drydoi 
Thomas MoHey 
ChrisSoi^r Morky 
Matthew Wardie^je». 
Matthew Waedle, jwk. 
WiUlam Cor^t 
Willian I4esbett 
Tboans CoKea 
JohaSugiiea 
William »ail 
William Boteon 
John TbompsoB 
Robert Re» 
Willian Qoimd 
James QmAemam 

Ralph Akeaakte. 
James Ctovdba 
John Mackey 
Robert 1Mb 
Lancdot Broam 
Abraham White 
Graham Walker 
James Wiikiusaii 
Walter Scote 
John Chi^er 
John Batf 
Benjamin ParkeM 
Wilann Faidem 
Joha While 
Joseph Craiff 
Hiomas Moor 
Johnson Wile 
John Moimton 
Robert Wri^t 
William Obmm 
John Adansoa 
JohnBifidle 
Philip Mainftr 
Ralph Mankea 
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Mark Mills 
Nathaolel Paiur 
JohnMaiirt 
George. Jaduum 



Robert li«a«tr 
Joseph tiiMie 
Timothy Wate 
Francis filafce, i«n* 
Francis Biak«yjiia« 
William Hceoots 
Samnel Bcncal 
Christopher Bengal 
George Thobonni 
Benjamin Park 
Richard Wilkinson 
John AtkJos 
John Bacon Newham 
George Wiiliamsoo 
Stephen Robfon 
Robert Jcnkiogs 
Alexander Jobsoa 
James Jaco¥iii 
Robert Gipsoa 
William Alexander 
Henry Icastadle 
William Bcewn 
ThemasStobs 
William Stobbe 
William Miller 
Richard Lewthian 
John WCMtkf 
John Fei^^ttseii 
Henry Wisemaa 
Joha JooNM 
Henry Mad^tosli 
WiUiam Stephensen 
George Masilial 
Wilaoa liiidmlsoa 
John Carr 
Temple Fleming 
Joseph- Anther 
James Condly 
William Goiully 
John Jackson ' 
John Heron 
William Liddle 
Peter Boart 
John Story 
Francis Story 
Joseph Tempson 
William Han 
William COhwin 
James Ncrisoa 
John Carry 
William. Pifllmcy 
Thomas Gitisea 
George Groat 
Edward Stepiieas 
Matthew Rirtteii 
Richard Eiicea 
Thomas QtMa 



John Fraheer 
Francis Dl^binson 
John iBdmemIs 
Beojemie Pinder 
Tliomas Hall 
Peter Sinclair 
Robert Lee 
William iiesHe 
James Limes 
George Rimaby 
John l.«e 
John Reed 
John Oakman 
Robert Riglitson 
Joseph Farinandetv 
Robert Hanter 
John DriTer 
William Anderson 
Thnmas Marsh 
Robert Ford 
George Fermaia 
Thomas BellbrA 
John Mdfen 
William RobsoQ 
Thomas WHkiBS 
Thomas Ffaier 
Thomas Snmaer 
William Wmtd 
Roger ThompseB 
Lanceieft Grievm 
Francis Las^ 
Joseph Place 
Wilmm Ikrilock 
George Gor4oB 
James IUciMrd«Mi 
WiUian YarvMr 
John Benoet 
James Gowaa 
Christopher Mate* 
Thomas Thompson 
Gray Brown* 
WUbamCob 
James Fergtison 
Henry Wheatly 
Gesrae Simoion 
William Gewtock 
JMnesBeyd 
Peter Scott 
John Mohen 
David Green 
John Gfeea 
James Lawson 
Hugh Hofasun 
Peter Leg 
Thomas Reed 
William Joboson 
John Cladc 
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Willhim Emvy 
David Peters 
Henry Thompson 
William Crutcliall 
John North 
John Gray 
James Jackson 
Ge«rge Oizon 
George Crow 
William Gordon 
Adam Harvey 
Edward Tanior 
Bidley Rob»on 
George Stewart 
Ralph Brodie 
William Toy 
Henry Forsyth 
Thomas King 
John Gray 
Thomas Dawson 
William Deck 
John Roe, sen. 
Andrew Simpson 
John Doiiison 
Edward Dohson 
Joseph Summers 
Peter Potts 
John Hogson 
William Black 
William Jackson 
Thomas Haswell 
Peter Hart 
Robert Henderson 
Thomas Banks 
William Partis 
Henry Gowland 
Matthew Mills 
James Potts - 
John Braddal 
John Williamson 
James Miller 
Chris. Stephenson 
Samuel Purse 
William Penrose 
George Stephenson 
John Thompson 
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John Rubson 
William Paul 
Christopher Stephen 
Henry Atkinson, sen. 
William Bankes 
Thomas Hunter 
Benjamin Dinis 
William Coalchester 
Timothy Simpson 
James Dixon 



Henry Emmersnn 
James Peterson 
Ralph Wi«e 
lliomas White 
David Brown 
John Harorson 
Joseph Hunt 
George Mould 
Thomas Potts 
James Hogson 
Ralph Brady 
Joseph Black 
Robert Scott 
David Coventry 
Thomas Scott 
Robert Bowman 
Gilbert Randel 
Robert Sham pus 
Robert Cowens 
William Riddle 
George Vasey 
Samuel Smith 
Henry Anderson, Jan. 
William Comm 
Henry Re\*e8 
Alexander Alexander 
William M«Lean 
Henry Fordyce 
Robert Robsou 
Richard Hardy 
John Scott 
David Lawrie 
John Jackson 
Robert Middleton 
John Roe, jan. 
George Lee 
William Brown 
John Brady 
Richard Bowtt 
John Gray 
David Toy 
William Mather 
William Barker 
Robert Nicholson 
Thomas Pearth 
William Nicholson 
Robert Boult 
Joseph Barker 
Joseph Nicholson 
Peter Davidson 
David TurnbnU 
Ralph Sykes 
Alexander Pegg 
Peter Jackson 
Andrew Simpson 
Hugh Jones 
John Saddler 



Peter Parker 
John TuriibuU 
John Gordon 
Humphry Cozon 
Matthew Marshall 
Robert Scot 
John Sheldon 
William Chiiiton 
William Smith 
Giles Robinson 
Robert Harle 
Robert Forstt-r 
Ralph Crawford 
John Rodom 
George Robinson 
William Wilson 
John i^rrington 
Ralph Wilson 
Richard Wilson 
Richard Erringtnii- 
William Cltamners . 
John RodKCrsOQ ' 
Thomas Baley 
John ^kipsey 
John Harper 
Henry Laverick 
Robert Simpson 
William Simpson 
James Simpson 
Robert Pearson 
John Spurs 
Thomas Lavrtck 
Mark Lavrick, sen. 
John Lavrick 
William Lavrick * 
John Sparks 
Mark Lavrick ^ 
Robert Arkley 
Robert Clark 
William Charlton 
William Wilkinson 
William Nicholson 
Robert Gordon 
Adam Jordon 
John Cut hey 
John Jordon 
Henry Unuiu 
John Wonders 
James Wonders 
Henry Wonders 
George Wigliani 
Jonathan Whetley 
Anthony Atchson 
James tarr 
George Pearson 
Edward Pearson 
George Pearson 
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William BoUoson 
Jacob Keatouby 
James Keear 
John Rea?ley 
lliomas Bowdon 
Edward Nicholson 
Robert Naisbet 
Robert Kinniur 
William Gibson 
Joseph Richardson 
Samuel l^ackey 
James Lackey 
Thomas TnrobuU 
Thomas Reavley 
Thomas Uddle 
Alatthew Cravin 
John GUnding 
Hugh Williamson 
WiUiam Glen 
MatUiew Wood 
JolmHails 
Peier Peall 
Henry Peall 
John Peall • 
Thomas Carsell 
Robert Rodgerson 
Robert £rrii>gton ■ 
WiUiam Stavers 
George Winter 
John Winter 
Robert Raisbeck 
William Raisbeck 
James Sanderson 
Martin Middleton 
George Auckland 
Josepii Read 
Thomas Sanderson 
James Engllshf 
Charles Scorrer 
William Pearson 
John Pearson 
TlionVas Hussejl 
John Hunter > 
Naisbet Hunter 
William Hunter 
Thomas Hunter 
Stephen Gray 
Chiistopher Pearson 
John Moad 
Peter Dixon 
Edward Lowes 
William Lowes 
lliomas Scorer 
John Little 
Richard Little 
James Little 
John Httle^ sen. 



JohnCoale 
Robert Shipley 
Francis Reay 
Francis Bailey 
George Sanderson 
James Sanderscm 
WiUiam Sanderson 
Thomas Sanderson 
Robinson Sanderson 
William Walles 
Matthew Johnson 
Thomas Musgrove 
Charles Musgrove 
Christopher Lawsou - 
John Douglass 
Joseph Douglass 
Wilham Douglass 
lliomas Wilson 
John Wilkinson 
John Horn 
WiUiam Robson 
James Cletinet 
Robert Milburn 
John Cracet 
R«>bert Storker 
Noble Hedley 
Mark Sutheren 
George Ditchburn 
James Smith 
James Young 
Thomas Carr 
Alexander Carr 
John Englcby 
James £mrey 
Adam Emrey 
Luke Gray 
WiUiam Pendley 
WUliam Vardy 
Robert Liddle 
John Bulmer 
John Wild 
John Wild. sen. 
Anthony Wandless 
Alex, wandless, juu. 
Alex. Wandless, sen. 
WiUiam Peudley, sen. 
Thomas Wonders 
John Waddle 
Samuel Birley 
Lancey Dobson 
Henry Dobson 
Toshe Taler 
Henry Gray 
WiUiam PeaU 
William TurnbuU 
D.Uornsby,jun. 
John Elliot 
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Patrick Jones 
Thomas GaUon 
Andrew Nelson 
Peter Thompson 
Ralph Stephens 
Robert Dixon 
Ralph Horiisby 
Thomas Tbomption 
A. Thomas Stafford 
Thomas Rea 
David Rea 
Thomas Thompson 
James Stafford 
Thomas Hornsby 
John Charlton 
Walliou Turner 
Funelot Bornon > 
George Venus 
Robert Punshon 
John Turner 
PhiUp Laing 
Andrew Stafford 
Itobert Allan 
John Alan 
John Scott 
James Hunter - 
Andrew Jones 
John' Hogarth 
John Thoburn 
Peter AUon 
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John Baxter, jun» 
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Will. Gordon, sen. 
David StuU 
William Henderson 
John Woodcock 
Stephen Lamb 
Edward Spence 
John Ho^g 
Thomas Giloghtley 
Thomas Spencer 
Luke Reay 
John Reay 
George Kiiox 
Robert Holoday 
Luke Elliott 
William BeU 
William Simpson, sen, 
John Wrifcht 
George Cliarlton 
George Riddley 
John Telford 
Richard Jobsnn 
Nicholas Catley 
Heury Snawdon 
Thomas Heplewhite 



COBBBTt's Mf^rHEWHf T0l?B« 



Bobert Heddley 
John Yoang 
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Joshua Marchet 
Kobert Swioburti 
Charles denHaen 
Robert Oswell 
Robert Whaton 
Thomas Woodhoose 
Thomas Honisby 
Thomas Dawson 
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James Maclean 
John Miller 
Alatthew Robson, jun. 
Waton Thompson 
George Tliompson 
David Vardy 
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Jones Laughtou 
IMatthew Robsoni sen. 
Samuel Wilson 
Henry Mills 
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John Oliver 
John Johnson 
'William Ferguson 
Thomas Oalson 
Willhim Snihcrland • 



William F%ck 
Ralph Mankin 
John Moriey 
John Ferguson 
John Macardy 
Daniel Lee * 
William Hill 
Robert Brown 
Henry Morden 
John Han war 
John Peacocft 
Thomas Lilbunii ten. 
Daniel Davison 
Thomas Lumpaon* 
Abraham Webb 
Alexander Thompsos 
George Aynsley 
Robert Robson 
John Walker 
Thomas Uthnm, jnm 
Ralph Staflfbrd 
Thomas Stephens 
GeorgeiRea 
James Armstronir 
Peter Forest 
William HiU 
Andrew Old 
Thomas Homsby 
John Hill 
William WHght 
Thomas Jackson 
John Paconer 
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Ralph Homtbey 
John Hormftey ' 
Daniel G^illon 
John Ktng 
Peter fVme 
Thomas Phrg 
Hen 17 EfevlqnoiT 
Patrick AHon. Esir* 
W. D. Walkw 
D.Hill 
J.C. Drarf 
John* Jarvw 
WiUianr Smnidrt 
George Nuter 
John Gregsow 
Thomas Heron 
Thomas Mayor 
John Roger 
Fixast Tnompsim 
James Hindsnaw 
John Macone 
William Houston 
George Mackenzie' 
William Truck 
Tober Gregson 
John* Hnrgnire 
William PhiUpson 
John nvcter 
John Vash 
William Dacre WHg^f 



Edinhurgk, 14 €kt, 19^^ 
My proeeedingB at this- eity xniist be reserved for At^ 
scription after I have brought mj readers forward from 
Alnwick, in Northumberland, at which place I wroliem]^ 
last Register f to this famous capital of Scotland ; to unknam 
that which I hare known in consequence of my coming tn 
which, is what I would not expeiienee'for '^ all the gi^d im 
the Bank of Engird/' which most of my readers wUl per* 
baps say, is no great deal ! 

From Alnwick to Belford, which is about fourteoi 
miles, we first leave behind us, with every fe^ng of con- 
tempt which haughtiness: and emptiness can excite inr t^« 
human mind« the endless turrets and lions of th« de- 



mmeAwxt of S»rrHSOBr, eanmody called Peucy, whoi* 
fat^iery CAKKiNa aai BZi£i« and FiwftB m ttmD«iscilii% 
yiiieiiied tHid«r liie name of **lMm axiTUftON/' ia a 
piMpai «n4^ded *^^Tke IhtMtund tie tasBimfi'nmm /' d» Ikika 
tevlng eommkttd the ma of endeavooEiag to evade PrrT'ls 
m a mim d taxea. Tliere wsa a flag %tiig on the batdmaeoCs^ 
lor -faidicato to tte fatsafa annwd that die deeeeadanl ef 
HoTa^nv ^v^ pmeat ia tiie easfle^ Leaviag all Mi 
Viliiad m, vm eaaie aloag through better land than that 
Ibetifeea Mohfith aad ALsrurKiic. Then was aeme 
t^eat oQt, aad aeme oato dso ; aad (Mie field of very find 
MtSy act eat. No tx^s worthy of the aante, except a feiv 
A^ft«, aad those vary had. Ab we advaaeed, the hxmM 
igrevr kfg^r an^ the laad better: the tuvflips every^diere 
iae. I saw a iocfc of sffi^l bkde; aad I ^ not recollect 
baving tseen any small bird on this side of YorkBhi^i 
except ia l^e warAi plantations of Mr. DoNKisr, of New« 
CASTLE. At aboat seven miles from AItHWick, I saw ^ 
sea to the right, and^ for a rarity, a villageM^harch. There- 
abouts, they tell me, Is the seat of Lord Geet, void of hi* 
Ibrother Qenerai Geet, who, as I was told, being at 
Al17 WICK on the day when I was expected there to lecttire^ 
and being tohi of it, expressed bis surprise to find tha^ the 
people were going to hear me, observiag, ^at my leeturimg 
was aH a humbug ^ in whxck the General would have 
Ibend Hmself very much deceived, if he had heard me 
pat it to a very numerous and sen»ble audfence, wheth«p 
Ibey reaHy thought that they ought to be- taxed to pay thres 
generals fer evisry regiment of foot aad of horse in oat 
elegant service ; and whetiber they did not thiink that that 
elector would deserve to be trampled lo death under a 
cavalry horse's feet, who would give his vote to a eandidate 
that would not pledge himself to put an end to this mon* 
•trous waste of our moac^. If the* Chneral bad lieard 
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tlie sort of answer which the audieoce gave to these qnes' 
tkMDS, be would net hare thought the leetnriag " a kumbw^ 
' Here we get amongst the mischief. - Here the farme an 
enormous ; the stack-yards containing from -fifty to a Imhh 
dred stacks each^-and each stack contaioing from fit^ttt 
ten large southern wagon-loads of sheaves; Hei« . the 
Ihrashiog^machines are turned by ST£AM«^ENG1NES| 
here the labourers live in a sort of barracks : that is to say^ 
long sheds with stone walls^ and covered with whataiH 
called pantiles. They have neither gardens nor privies met 
hack-doorsi and seem altogether to be kept in the same wi^ 
as if they were under military discipline. There, are ne 
villages; no scattered cottages; no up-stairs; one little 
window, and one door- way to eaoh dwelling in the shed or 
barrack. A large farm-house^ and large buildings for the 
cattle and the implements; one farmer drawing to one spot 
the produce of the whole country all around ; a sort of 
manufactory of corn and of meat, the proceeds of which.go, 
with very, little deduction, into the pocket of the big land* 
lord, there being no such thing as a small proprietor to 
be seen^ though the land is exceedingly fine and produces 
the most abundant crops : the good part of the produce all 
sent away ; and those who make it all, compelled to feed 
upon those things (as I shall hereafter more particularly 
show) which we in the South give to horses and to hogs. 
This> readers of the Register ; this is the scene, chqpstidEs 
of Kent, Sussex, Hampshire, Wiltshire, and Berkshire ; this 
is the scene, and these the '* country people,*' in whlch^ and 
amongst whom, were born and bred those Ministers who 
sent Vavohan and Aldebson and Denmak and 
WILDE, to execute the special comu issioiis in the 
South! 

All the remainder of the way, through Belford and to 
Berwick, the land continues to get, if possible^ better and 
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beUer; the turiups incomparably finer; the stack-yardi 
Hi^iKMing in number and bigness of stacks; the ateamt 
i^bimaeyB taller and taller; and the horrible barradu longer 
«»d' longer, and more and. more hateful, to the sight;, 
Grucious God ! have these fellows the impudence ; havt 
^ tbey the insolent assurance, to hope to bejable to bring the 
people of K^nt, Sussex, and Surrey, into this state}. Thii 
is " rwr^il life,** with the deyil to it ! But it is useless to 
waste one*s indignation upon the subject : their emigration 
schemes and their poor-law schemes will all be blasted ; and 
th^ themselves will be the subject of ridicule and contempi 
for ages to come. 

-: I descend to^tlie Tw££D ; and now for the '* antalluctr^ 
As I went over the bridge, my mind, filled with reflecting 
on- those who had crossed it before me ; saying to myself, 
*^ This has been the pass of all those pestiferous feelos^er^ 
*^ whom- 1 have been combating so long, and who have done 
** 60 much mischief to their own country as well as mine : " 
saying this to myself, and thinking, at the same time, of the 
•dreadful menace of the '* Scotsaian,*' and of that '^na-^ 
tifmcd debt of revengey* that he said Scotland owed me ; 
wdth my mind thus filled, I could not help crossing myself 
'AS I passed this celebrated bridge. 

Bj&rwick, which is a good solid town, and has a river, 
into which small vessels come to take away the corn fiom 
the com-faetories, and which was formerly a strongly 
fortified place, is regarded, by law, as being in neither £ng« 
land nor Scotland, but a separate dominion ; and, thinkipg^ 
that this was a safe- place, I intended to stay here the night 
of Monday, the 8th, in order to prepare myself a little before 
I actually, got into Scotland ; but, seeing placards up en- 
joining the observance of the fast on account of the cholera 
morbus, and being rather hungry at the time, I, travellings 
by post*chaise, resolved to push on another stage, in order 
to avoid giving o£fence by indulging my appetite in such a' 
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state of ttiiDgs'; Ufaerefbre, on I csmtB, exdaimitti^, -tm tte 
cMise got upon Scotch Gronfid : *^ Aisg^snf toMste t B^ 
gnce defend me ! ** happening to remember so mttclk 0f mntf 
pntjer or play, or somethtng wfaicTi I have now 'fergntteni 
It was plagfarism'y to be sur?; but I committed It fovcfl^sMh* 
tarilj, and I wiih Lord 'BtLoxtcttAM eouM wkj as mnfi. 
witli rsgard to the dfvertSBetf of phiudw tkat te ftas oon^ 
netted upon me* 

Coming out of Bbirwick, we have the- sea to am tfgM 
for some time, with no trees, stone walb, very finer lantf^ ttfot 
Tory fine tamips. Affcer this, there come a rocky ^i^ wui 
hilly poor ground for a short space. At eSbontt fMBt mihet 
fmm Berwicb:, the sea gets farther ofiP, the Rtnd^ beafrtifiil^ 
the turnips fiAy acres in a piete, fresh and fine, and the land 
clean as a iower-garden ; and thfis, with great staeft-yardl^ 
and bog barracks here and there on eadi side of tier, we com^ 
down to^ the village of Aytok, and to the beatitiM' psi>k silt€ 
gurdens t£ Mr. FbatiTCE! '^Fhped at tii» soifiid, iay 
Crenios spreads her wtngs/' and tirgea me to ask Mir« 
CreeveT, my formidable Tival at OLDHAXf, whetkep4lHii 
is that same Fotcdyce, who was once strve^or &f cr^tm 
lemdgy and also cotlector-generctl of the taxis^ m Scoilandt 
and who was, somehow or other, related to tte Duchess of 
Gordon; and who had AK ACCOUNT, a^butt wMcfa 
account Mr. CftEEvitY had given notiee of a mo<$sn, aad 
which motion he was, somehow or other, pi^ested fmoi 
making when Pitt was last in office ; and, fcrther, whether 
Mr. Creetet, if he ^Ye a seeet in ther^brmed Fai^i* 
oitfit, will revive the motion now ; or whether he wi& gl^ 
me the information that I may revive- it, if I should happett 
to be in that Parliament ; for, though this may be the sneers'* 
sorof thatMr. Fordtce, Mr. Creevet, whois-alawyer^ 
knows better than I do, that the crown acknowledges no 
laches, and that ^e 2xX of Elvzetiteth win huift pnblMs 
neney as a pack of hounds' {mnt a fo2t> from cover to* cover: 



Ayt^i^ e«q»itti «f « pttreel* ef very hooMly stone fteoser; 

Irart tkefMBwpto* seeffr id- look vefj well, aod pttf^uhtly'tlKi 

%o79y i»li6 aft wettF « soft <»f stif caps, ftnd wim hck imf 

ttad imntf. Wfaca we get ferl&eroov tke Ikad gets poor 

aadi h^Vtiie fead ^rata &bofi(f asonni^ the faffis, «nd hV 

IbwrCtQwerckit^ waree) a KtHe nm of wftter, mi tbe sides 

#f wkiek aft some narrow meaiihows. The Bffi» a;re here 

eevered wi^ setiAfby woed^, tery rauelr like those in die 

p«erest parts of Hampi^ife and E>orsetshfr& At the end of 

flmrteen siSes firenr BsitwreK, I came to ffovNDswiKnT 

Ibb, ft plaee fer <iaogiBf^ horses ; and I liked ^e look of 

tfie plaee so welf, i^e honse seemed so convenient andclieany 

aAd^ the landfoni^ so cinl and intei%ent a man, that f 

ras^red to st«^ here* dl night, whkh I did ; in order to 

siesdy Af head a ^tfe, andto accustom it to that hirge and 

ftesb mxffj^ of ** aTtimMuct '^ which it had' heen imhihmg 

e^er sloce I crossed the Tti?e, and more particularly since 

mj crosmn^ the^TwEED. All these new ideas about thrash* 

iog-machinet worked kf s^eant; com- wearers, kept in 

Banraeks, without back-doors, or prmee^^ all these netir 

fdns, of such vast imporf^nce m mra] philosophy • espe^^ 

cdalty when I feaiod* myself m Dr. Black's* na^re courttryi 

asd tecdiected widt what urgeney he had pressed upon as of 

theSendi, Ifec ** prudence" of his countrymen in checking 

psptt/a^ft by resorting to i//£^£fB9mfe mdulgencer, instead 

of ho^img theraselfes wiih Wfves; a^I* these new ideas 

aNUtted a Utile digeitiag^ in my nund, before I conM, with 

conmos pnidenee,^ proceed to present myself before critics 

ia. sevece as thoae whieh- I must natnraHy expect to meet 

With at tiba ftantain-head of feelaeofy itself, where tiiere 

waie (as I had been loM at Newcastle) mor neven newe*^ 

jxsqpcrSytdiasssBing rae wkh iStie greatest ▼iralnice. 

Qa Taaada^ Morning, my hemt thamfHng against my 
Rbsyoff I daehed at a» round arat^as I could prevail on> the 
posfe^boy to dme. For aboot fi^o miles the land continued 
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the same as before ; a little sort of moor, ia wfaieh they ^ 
peaty the valley narrow^ the hills oa the side rocky, citltl'*^ 
iwted here ami there a little^ the rest of the grottod flowing 
•crabby firs or wyos ; but great numbers of the Cheviot- hiM 
sheep feeding on them; and very pretty sheep. these acie# 
They have no horns, are white all over, legs not loag» bo4^ 
very truss, rather larger, and a great deal prettier ^eep thaa 
the South-down sheep. The Highland sheep, of whiclt. 
you do not see a great many here, have black fac^, black 
legs, and very long, very white, and coarse wool. They 
are very beautiful little sheep ; and I will certainly eadea^^ 
vour to get a breed of them to put upon the heaths in Suf * 
rey, where, I think, they would soon supplant the little sus<^ 
able things that we call heath-croppers. My Lord Hoi^*: 
LAND has always some of these Highland sheep at Ken- 
sington, in his beautiful park and farm, which he dii^gurej: 
and half spoiled, during the building madness of his coU 
league, Robin SON *s ^^ matchless prosperity'* of 1824 and 
' 1825. When, in the former of those years, I saw " Addi- 
soN-aoA d" come and cut his beautiful farm across, and 
when I saw " Cato Cottage** and ^^ Homer Villa*' start 
up on the side of that road, I said, my Lord (and I am very 
sorry for it) will pay pretty dearly for his taste for the '' claS" 
$ics" These '^classics** are, sometimes, not very safe 
guides even ifx matters of a merely literary nature. So 
long, however, as you confine your enthusiasm to paper and 
print, you merely expose yourself to ridicule ; but when your 
taste pushes you on to the levelling of banks, the tearing up 
of trees, the felling of oaks fifty years old, and, above^all the 
rest, to dabbling in brick and mortar, the classics become 
most perilous and pernicious companions ! The Chemot- 
hill sheep have rather short wool, and are very pretty sheep 
in all respects, but I dare say that the mutton of the High" 
landers is better; because my Lord Holland must know 
all about the matter; and I know that he has had a «ip« 
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ply of these sheep at Kensikgtok for a great nmoy 
yean. 

*^ Along here we see black and red cows, very small; coiih 
pa^ed with these io Durham and Northumberland. The 
ox<M, some without horns and some with horns, and chiefly 
black; adl come from the Highlands, and are all excellent for 
ihttHig* Tliere are immense fairs, which are here caHed 
■Tipy$t8, at which these cattle are sold, and from which th^ 
go all over the soath of Scotland and all over England, 
except Sussex and Kent, where the Welsh cattle are the 
favourites. These oxen^ fed upon the turnips of this coun« 
trfi apd without any hay, will get quite fat during the 
a»ttmnai and winter months ; and the beef in Northumber- 
land and in Scotland is as good as any in the world. 
' There are some oats out here yet, and some wheat out 
also. But noW) at about seven or eight miles from Ho un ds* 
WOOD, we get through the hilk and out of this litt^^^narrow 
▼alley ; we see the sea to our r^ht, and the fine level country 
opens before us. Here we entered into what is called East* 
t^THiAK ; and just at a little village called '' Cockbnm^B 
P^f^/' where there is the second church that X have seen 
siabe I quitted Behwick, we get into the county of Had^ 
v^i?OT ON, where we see the sea all along upon our right 
iHlw# get to^DuKBAR (a distance of sixteen miles front 
Houki>^wood), and such corn-fields, such fields of turnips, 
sach tilrnips in those fields, such stack-yards, and such a 
<^i^l absence of dwelling-houses, as never, surely, were before 
seen in any country upon earth. You very frequently see 
note than a hundred stacks in one yard, each containing, oii 
<a average, from fifteen to twenty English quarters of wheat 
or of oats; all built in the neatest manner; thatched ex* 
*fs»»ely well, the thatch bound' down by exterior band?, 
spars not being in use owing to the scarcity of wood. la 
*<i^nie of these yards the thrashing-machine is worked by 
hsKSes; but in the greater part by steam ; and where the 
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«nlftaniatadi8taDC6,b]rwkid«rby wftlcT* s^^MitHiilii 
oenntry of the finest land that ever was seen^ all the eleMoM 
wmm ta have beea pressed iatothe anaiaMe seniBe ot ewiap^ 
img the paojple from the faoe of (he ear^, m ar&w ^tA ^M 
whde aflMuat of the prodnee mmj go ialo tlie hmda «f « 
Sttail muaber of perasin, that Uiey may wfttaaderit at ham 
don, at Parky or at Rome. BBhre we get urto DirinKMl 
we foaiid the road (which is rerf fine and hisad) aistea^ 
. oarered with carts, generali j drawn by erne hoise, aH iowied 
^dth sachs of o«ro« For se»«fal miles it s|)paHsad to^ haa 
Nfttlar caTaleade of carts, each earryiiig aboot tw^fs 
EiigMsh saekaof com, aad all geiog to Dbwbab, aridekii 
ft'Mttle sea^iort (tfaot:^ a large town) a]^peieatly nmde fa 
the express purjiose of robbing Scotland of a]i its pvodner, 
«nd of conveyiMp it away to be squandsred m sasBes^ mB fia* 
ai|»alaon, of gamhliag, and of every other fiee taariing Is 
viliate man and en&eble & natioa. 

fiatweea Hovudsmtoob and J^vkt^mm, won eapsft 4a 
BoxBciLGB-Paih, winch faoa near it a aert «f vtittagi 
CQCflistiog of very bnd^Iooidng hoasesy mlA Hkt fm§tit 
le^Biag very hearty and by n^ raeana badly itmrntA, 
aspeeiaSy the iktle boya and g^ls, whose fpsod looNs i hass 
adoured ever siaee I entered Scotland ; and ahoat phmn tkl 
parentsseem to care ««eh oMre tfaaa th^ do' ahaoa their 
haases or theoaelires. They do not put hayate^ watk hail 
when they aie jnnsg^ as thay do in EngkMd ; and>difleefiMS| 
th^areatrai^itcr and aimbleroafcot; bcut httpa is a tatsi 
aarde s sae s s aboat the dwe^n^fimcM. :Yoa ase aa smh 
thing as a litde^ffdea befooe.«he door ; and baae «f Amm 
Baaserooa oraaments and those eonvmuafteeadbaoi lahesaiW 
dwellia|9Ei, whiclik axe the piida of England^ »id by mkkk k 
k diadngaiBhed fbra aH the other C4»uilde8i&tfaO'WQrid» 
The dwelUng-plaee of a mere workim^ eenaUrfmam in te 
Uinsted States of America k, geaara%^a misesahleshedtSl 
tha rfmnd'obQut of which appears ta havai&oawaar at ailL 



'Tbej told us thai the Duchess of Roxb.u&gh Uvsd at this 

RoSiBUEGh-PabjCj, wluch is a Teigr£Qe place, aad v«rf 

Waall woodec^ aad at vbbh I cauld not look witlMut tlujik* 

iamg irf .Bu&J)£tt's. second poor ^' jDuioe GawUv^' wboa^ 

leaKsed har a^arant is* oc receaUy was^^a caodidaU fi« 

abe £^ of NoawiCHy as meotioned ia my RegisUr of 

SfiOiBe time bade, where I gare the history of old Sir Jamsa 

IxKis's getting the dukedom, marrying a yoiug wi£s at 

Coar-score, haviog a son by haCf which, son is now a miaor^ 

aad which wifeisnow tlie diwhess living ia this pa!rk« Faith 1 

If GdbMhnM, had got this dukedom^, his heir would sot need 

fl sinecaxe place in the Chancery, and his brother would 

lif^t need a conHnissionendiip along with SsKioR,.aad tfaa 

.^'*fr€por^&er" CouLsojTy whom BjiouauAu has set to 

mmkf under the name of a poor-law eommissianf to digest 

m planfi>r aa- entice new distidlMUioa of the serenaea of afl 

SngUshmen's estatesi. ffom the lord down to- the Ibsty^r 

•abflliiig freehdder ; for to this dukedom of Roxbv&gk 

ail^pertaiasaaiauDflaue estate la the counlyef thatnamei 

vfaiek ia hounded to^ the south aad the west by the Chsvioit 

Bii^LSy and through which, from one end of the county to 

liie other, runs one braneb of the Tweed ; the south* 

Mstem part being bounded by the Tweed itself, having on 

iia hanin kvd;, ]| poisUe, OaH finer Iteathia land of the 

ibOTOi^aNSy Lord! horn " Bvk^ Gawlilk'* would hanRO 

JwreUed ift passessba of this ertatel Hia heir a^pareitt 

!WOiddhsvehadi)£€K Gunm&T fiur a. hantsmaa, instead 

dCora^sag under the gabardine of this brewer^baoker, ki 

4ljBier to be Muffled into a seat £» the ailgrof NoawECK; 

teeensB^KBca ol Ite rec««aBicndalt(Mi of the fitmoua palrbt 

BiDKTSy udm used to tetftfai ua the ahsokte neeessiiy of 

Mt^rw$f the. loewts aui of the aetuxsod Red Book^* and 

lAo hat aswr tha idioibvlihe fbtiy and impodeaee'to be ^f ing 

lothmstoiie'of AeUtS'^m^Mg HofiHoiraEa iatoaseat&r 

the dfty of Batb* 



ti 
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At Dunbar, in the town, and going quite across tli# 
Uj^r end of the main street, which is so wide as to be 
worthy of being called an oblong square instead of a street? 
aerocs the end of this street stands the very plain, but very 
solid and very noble-lookisg house of my Lord hAVUtu* 
BALE, on whom I should certainly have called to pay my 
respects, if I had had time, his Lordship having been, upon> 
several occasions, personally cinl to me. 

At about three miles from Dunbar, we see, away to our 
right, standing upon a high hill, with beautiful woods about 
it, and looking over the sea, the house of the Earl of Had* 
DiNGTONy whose fine estate sweeps, we are told, all around 
this county ; and which is very far from being destitute of 
trees. At about five or six miles from Dunbar we came». 
at a place called Beltonford, to the bunch df farms rea-' 
dered so famous by the monstrous farming and cattle con* 
cerns of that Mr. Rennie, the account of whose failure 
occupied, some time ago, so much space in the London 
newspapers ; and whose affairs really seem to have been 
Upon a scale such as states or sovereigns might engage in. 

" 111 habits gathered by unseen degrees; 
As brooks make rivers, rivers swell to seas.'' 

This couplet, which has been a proverb ever since it wfts 
first published, is applicable to this agricultural madness* 
Mr. Rennie never thought beforehand, never dreamed 
before he began to stretch out, of the lengths to which he 
would be finally led. Here, again, and at every other atepi 
we behold the fatal effects of the accursed paper-money. 
What was there to check a sanguine and enterprising mind 
in pursuit of wealth, when money was to be had, in any 
quantity, by merely dipping a pen into an ink-staod, and 
writing a few words upon a little bit of paper ! Such a man 
had no need of reflection, if the system then existing could 
have continued ; if the system of " cheap currency/' id 
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eologised by that profound statesman Lord Howick, could 
have coDtioued, Mr. Ronnie must have gone on iAcreasti^ 
in wealth; but it could not continue; foreign nations would 
not suff^ us to have bank-notes to so great an amonat. 
passing along with gold ; and then the system blew up, and 
Mr. Rbnm IB was destroyed; and destroyed, too, without 
having ever suspected the possibility of it, and without, 
even to this hour, clearly understanding the cause. In such 
a case a man is not to be accused of dishonesty ; the wrongs 
which he does are not wrongs of intention ; he is impelled- 
by unseen causes; and he is no more answerable for the con- 
sequences than is the man who, being knocked down by 
another, falls upon a child and presses it to death. But 
here is the dilemma ; either the innumerable persons who 
have, in the manner of Mr. RENNiii^, scattered ruin and 
misery around them ; either these persons have all bees 
criminal, or this is the foolishest or the wickedest Govern- 
ment that ever was tolerated upon the face of this earth * 
an alternative, which, if put to the vote, would be decided 
in favour of the latter proposition, by nine hundred out of 
every thousand men in the kingdom. 

The country continues much about the same all the way 
to Haddington; only it has more woods, and these very 
beautiful, consisting, however, chiefly of beech, ask, syca^ 
more, and birch, though with here and there an oak tree of 
small size. 'Before we reach Haddington, we see innu- 
merable carts carrying the corn towards that town. Here 
are 6elds with trees round them like the finest and largest 
fidds in Sussex and Kent About two miles before we get 
to Haddington, Sir John Sinclair's house and estate 
lie a little way on our left, and Lord DALKErTii's farther 
on in the same direction, in a fine, well-wooded, beautiful 
valley ; land as fine as it is possible to be ; a hundred acres 
of turnips in one piece ; and, as I am very well informed, 
with forty tons of bulbs upon an English acre. Everything 



COBBKTT's JQOSarHBBK TOUR. 



\ 



ii dbnataai ^e tet peqilt, i9h» iiMe ham 9/luMmtlf 

mtbevay of joke that Isppovoiyiiofe^ tfant i^vttt to 
na^e ^ emAm> ks ar(MB^ or tl»t it iriE be^pouribad te 
iata&lMtt «f niaefaief. 

iU^^iMi&TOir It a laii^ a gooi^ aadaotid town; Md^ 
faek^ dtu%led ia ^le wudat^m fine a cmiatry, aMnt^ia^fe* 
laere ^aiia«w «f iopplyii^ the fasme, besUet beiag mm 
SBuaefiie suurt tor eora^ pooo e m a greai deal of weaMw 
Alter we 4|aU Hik^si^GTOK, ve eoa^ k> a |4aee cidSed 
TjtAK&sTy wUeh is a sort of a GoUieiy towat hs» mm 
Qdiieriee aad ml-Eoadfl; aad the coanQr, as "mil ae (te 
tear* of Hapi>ik&toH| are envied with eoaie fkoia litf 
^oapce. Coaung on from this place to Mv^MSLB^tra^H, wm- 
aee the aiaaih «f the Firth of FoaTH, awi^ t& oar 
nght ; aad d^wa there, cloee by the sea^ lies that PaasTov^ 
PAir«9 readered faaioiia by the hloedy battle fot^t afr 
that place* Here we lode aciSMK the Firth iato the Bam 
eouaty of Fife, aad see the Highlaads begm to nea 
up beyond Kinross, aad the FiafH of TaIt* The pvoe- 
pa9t b^re is very beautiful, and thus we go on to Musskl^ 
BvaGH^ which is a sort of place of resort tot Es&itNBtr&^S 
people ia the snaiaier. It is eaUed a village^ but it ia 
m. feaiil7 a very fine town (or the greater part of iL* 
From ^ifl place, elose along by the water^side^ we come 
to another village caiiad PoaTOBSLLo, aad then to £3>ib'« 
BVROH Itself, at wlueh I arrived abo^ half^past^wo o'^ek^ 
and took up my quartan in the house of a fiiead, of wham 
I must not joaoite particularly i^peak aatil I am placed be*^ 
y«»9d the posdibility of being in hie hoase after he shall 
hare seen this accouat. Heie, thea, I was, ia that ettyi 
of ii4>ich I had heard aad read «o mach t "of which I IomI 
spoheii' in temis, n<rt oae of which was -to be retra^»d at 
bag as I was ia it ; and my reception in whidb, six aewa* 



f«fitrilMEe,4o^«if «flthiiif «f the ^uBdistds k E^kBd (iIm 
Woo4y <iUl l^iief faf > no latiuM eoieeptcd), kaid, &r biom 
I^NMiA i«(Aili, fatM bbooniig t» rroekr luyt only morlfifyjfig 
9mA 4^(ipiM6M> but «veii fctaooallj perilow ! Atd, htm 
il wmp m ^]» rMomrMd capital ef 'iSfeotiaBd, tbal I waa 
jygtwwwiy mtkont civeii ttbtering a.«iiig)e nv^md io my deteea^ 
t^4»a«ii apgr* Inaaiplb o««r all tiiese aAPdcbiia calmmiialefa, 
mi4 ^Tw te l^MMe and deleitaMe ntea la power, who bad 
^iipldyjod tlie awi^Aafy wi«lch«i to Toaui ftitbiMr^a* 

Bist^baibra I prooaed to ei^baTOW l^dcsariba to my 
Eof^idk neadest this beaut^ad dty, and its still mom bean* 
^vd eavinma^ I laiisfc endesv^ur to perform a taak far mflpe 
loAsrestiiig to BsalU and especially to die ^eopie ol Skotlaadf 
fsalitiide^ OB my. past, to whom, would reader the perferan* 
Misa of this task a botiBdea duty, even if Eagiaad had U9 
iaieresi iaii; bat the £act is that it is t&tezestiog toal ef 
us aUee ; aodi if I discharge It aa I ought^ in a mauv 
r^epgH^fisantfift with the importance 4>f ^the sid>ject, I riadl 
xsusfgrne the lastuig thanks (^ every good man in thekii^ckuBi* 

JM me }ook hack^ tliea, over this fine country, flora thtt 
Tws£B to the FiaTH of Forth. When at Newcabti^^ 
I )fii^mA tbtA. S^ick uegroMts wore fegsAuAy saat fiam 
that jptoee back ii^ Scotland by pas^^tar^i that the eon* 
^fCfance of them was cmitf^aci^ for ; and that the can* 
trafilar received two pounds two shjlUngs for each jaun»f .; 
4a( thiflcoalsa0har pnttheoi down at a place called Kylo% 
or Selsoi, -a pkMia five miles distant fcoaa Belfohb, on ^bm 
load Ui E^wjrCK ; that tibe vagrants ware d^vesed inlai 
the.cufttodf of a police-officer, who saw them depouted is 
the parish in Scotland nM&ed in the pass; and. that the 
ccmlmctor had somettmes taken the same individuals ai 
ofiM a» tea or twelve timfis 1 These factB* of the cerrea^ 
neas of which there caa he no doubt, may be nsefol to Loed 
Baouoham's most wise commmionf the great ol^ect of 
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which is to get rid of the £ogli«h poor-laws ; that is lo 
sajy those just laws, which, before they were violated hy 
St URGES Bourn B*s bills, ensured to the working peofilecf 
England something like a due share in the produce of tke 
earth, in eompensatiou for the loss of that patrimony wfaidi 
the aristocracy had taken away from them at that season o£ 
enormous robbery and plunder most falsely, called the Re- 
formation. These facts, so astounding, so nnanswerablef 
may serve also (and I hope they will) to make Mr. 0*Cov- 
NELL less positive, and less pertinacious, in opposition to 
the ONLY measure that can ever make Ireland a countiy 
fit for either a poor or a rich man to live in. These &cti 
may (and I trust they will) serve the further purpose of 
inducing my dU^nitary, Dr. Black (who is spoken of with 
great respect here), to hesitate before he another time holds 
out the labourers of Scotland as an example to be followfd 
by the chopsticks of the South. He does not, indeed « per* 
severe, like Mr. O'Conmell, to revile the iastitutioB of 
poor-laws ; but still, he talks of the t^norance of my comi* 
trymen, the chopsticks ; he imputes the fires to their sgnto- 
rance and not to a sense of their wrongs; he contrasts 
their turbulent behaviour with the quiet submission of the 
labourers of Scotland, whom he represents as being WELL 
OFF in consequence of their fewness in number; be 
ascribes the suffering of the labourers of England to the 
excess of their numbers, and not to the weight of the taxes 
and the low wages which those taxes compel the farmer to 
wish to pay. These are most pernicious errors 5 errors^ that 
have produced the greatest evils ; and errors which it shall 
be my duty to dissipate, if I find myself equal to the task; * 
.With regard to the poor*laws ; before any one is impn* 
dent enough to propose to abolish them, or to change them 
(except back again to their original state), let him hunt* 
throughout Scotland and Ireland, and there find an jEh- 
glish vagrant } there find 9, pass- cart to convey beggarl 
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back again to England. This is the first thing to do before 
a pack of Scotch and Irish renegadoes get together to hatch 
the means of robbing the working people of England of tha 
compensation for their patrimony, as the people of Scotland 
and Ireland have been robbed. Before any quack.be im- 
pudent enough to propose to abolish English poor-laws, let 
*bim stop the pass-carts, which are constantly in movement 
to carry out of England, and to toss back upon their own 
soil, the destitute people of Scotland and Ireland. 

Here is a thing calling itself " a Government, ^[ and a 
" paternal Government '' too, having three countries under 
its management, out of two of which distressed persons arei 
continually prowling into the third ; and that third is as 
constantly engaged in carrying these distressed persons back 
again by force, and tossing them back upon the soil from 
which they have made their incursions ; and this work of 
carrying back (causing great expense) is constantly going 
on through numerous channels every year of our lives, froai 
the first of January to the thirty-first of December: and 
with all this before their eyes, this " paternal Government '*. 
is incessantly at work, hatching schemes for reducing the. 
third country to the situation of the other tivo ! It is 
useless to rage ; and, there being a liberal Whig Ministry 
in pewer, I stifle my feelings, and refrain from doing justice 
in characterising this Government. 

But now. Dr.' Black, about. the famous '*^ antalluct " of 
the labourers of Scotland, and the ignorance of the chop- 
sticks of the South; those causes of turbulence in the 
latter, and of quiet submission in the former. You are a 
Scotchman, Doctor ; but you know nothing about Scotland. 
You live in England ; but you kndw nothing about England. - 
Sooks have been your teachers ; . and that which you know 
about tlie characters, the capacities, and- especially the mo^ 
tives . of living authors, ought to warn you against trusting 
the stuff put forth by the scribbling coxcombs, fools, and 
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knaves^ that are dead. I, takiog permiesion to use the 
WGtdn of theapofiUe, " bear witness of that ^hich I have 
Men." It is iiotyet a week since I set my foot in Scotland ; 
3^t I have seen enough to make me cleanly understand the 
ground •work of all your errors relative to this most impor- 
tant of all human matters^ 

I find that thera is a sort of poor-laws tit some parts cf 
Scotland ; 4kat the counties bordering on the sea, through 
which I have come, that the county of Fi^e, and oth^s^ 
iome of the rieh parts of Scotland ; that this city, that 
Pais^ley, Glasgow, Greenock, have compulsory assess* 
ments for the relief of the poor; but that, in all the intft* 
tier, and over the far greater part of Scotland, there is ne 
such provision, and that the destitute depend entirely upon 
eollections at the churched oors, and upon other alms volun- 
tarily given. The people of England compelled the • Go- 
rarnment to give them a legal d^im upon ;the landgene- 
lally in lieu of their patrimony y which consisted -of #ffi* 
<tient and substantial relief out of the tithes. The people of 
Scotland, embroiled and torn to pieces by conflicting tyvaiits<; 
and the people of Ireland, kept down by the iron arm of 
llie greedy aristocracy in England ; had not the power to 
compel their rulers to do them justice, and give them# 
compensation for the loss of their patrimony. Therefttfe 
these two countries were robbed without eompensatioft 
erer obtained; and therefore it is that destitute p^nons 
pcowl from them into England, and that the EngUfth des- 
titute ^persons stay at home. 

Even Scotdi (Parity does a great deal, and the distri*- 
hution of the alms being committed to their exemplary 
parodiial ministers, a great deal is done to alleviate the 
sufferings of the destitute. In the rich counties and the 
great towns where the assessmmit is compulsory, it is, 
nevertheless, extremely defective. It is a Jiiced svm for 
the year. Xn^tbis city it is ^x per •eAt. on the retttaJ; 
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Ant 'thm ^v^liiofa .is a rAilytot i» :be rtfealed of «Mlbtr tfanc^ 

$die jjudfMy ifikid every oae btlonij^iig to tiw eeailty oktoi en 

leomtafitioD;; very tteioMly, -to he eiire;; 'bnt ibcgrtdaim % 

<4lad*llie7^«Te:it; iftD)3.tliii9 ebouta thousand df the deceit 

jHieii in the «eity pay isaAiog towards the. relief of the poor^ 

jQrhe:8iiiKi thus raked .16 ffoundjto be .Tsry inadequate: bere^ 

&i.xtittia fifiejasd beautiful otiy, with as mudi ?eal fnety as b 

to be found in any.jj^laoe in the world; «wkh winistets mt 

«ttHi0eBt,ruid^wilh a whole people as chatitable^ the assess- 

dasants faU^socinuaohjIbort of tiie necessilies df the ease^' that 

thetstifferiag aad the b««|!^iy^ thaiighso mttchobeoked by 

j&e proud tstemacbs of the pe<^e, surpaea, in a ten^fold 

'degree, 'that^whsch is to be found in any place in England % 

^ftudiif I weie to aay in a :£fty^fold tdegree, Itb «not >thtnk 

Ihatl^auld goi>^y(iiid:the'&ct. From eveiythrBg that 1 

>:aii.learli,au)thiDgi.can' exceed :the.dil%eQee, the pains, the 

ddinfitereslailness, with^wili4h thejuade ^raised for Uie poor 

att £QtiNi&uaQ<ii are managed -, and >yet such is the distieK 

mod atiofa the beggary ! Well, then, what does this proret 

It proves the wiadoffl as well as the justice of the act of 

JSia^beth } it proves*that^ to ma>ke^Hie relief what it ought 

ito be, 'tiiere mast ^mt all times be, as in England inndihe 

-iPiaiedStaUt &f America, a|)ower to. collect, sot a oertaia 

sum tittriag the year, but as much as shallbe wanted during 

Ate year^ aad the adoption of measures to secure the^ due 

i^j^lication as well as autefficieat collection. 

Having now. -shown that evoi in Scotlandnceessity^has 
dictated something in the way of compulsory assessment, 
leaving Mr. O'Connell to reflect on these and on the 
foregoing facts, and respectfully suggesting to him to con* 
sider whether it might not be as well to sweep beggary out 
of Ireland first, and then for us to discuss, when the people 
shall have their backs covered and their bellies filled, the 
question about a repeal of the Union ; leaving Mr. O'Con- 
iTELL and these matters here, let me now, Dn Black, 
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tuTD to you again, and talk to you about that famous *' an- 
ialluctf' before-mentionedy that keeps the labourers of the 
North so quiet, while those of the South are so turbuleut x 
and about that ** moral restraint " of the nasty-pensioned*^ 
parson Malthus, and that *^ prudence in abstaining frovk 
^marriagef* which makes the labourers of Scotland so 
WELL OFF ; because, Doctor, it is this last-mentidned 
inatter which is the great thing of all. 

Now, then, let me tell you how those persons are 0!^ 
^hom you wish the labourers of England to imitate, and 
with whom you wish them to change situations. But 'I 
will- not address myself to you here. I wiU address myself 
to the chopsticks of the South; and this part of this RegisUt 
I hereby direct my printers to take out of the Register^ 
after they have printed ofiF the edition, and to put it in- a 
half sheet or quarter sheet of demy paper, with a title to it^; 
just such as I shall here give, I hereby direct them to print 
ten thousand copies of this address ; to put at the bottoia 
of it, price ONE PENNY; and 1 hereby direct the persoa 
keeping my shop at Bolt»courty to sell these addresses at 
^ve shillings a hundred; or at three shillings for jift^*, 
Now, then, Doctor, Brougham and Malthus and Lord 
Ho WICK and Stui^es Bourne and Brougham's other 
poor-law commissioners. Senior and Coulsok the re* 
portheVf and Harry Gawler (the Duke's brother) and 
Malthusian Burdett, and all the whole crew, shall find 
that I have not come to Scotland for nothing. 
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COBBETT'S ADVICE 
TO THE CHOPSTICKS 

OF 

Kent, Sussex^ Surrey, Hampshire, Wiltshire , Dorsetshire, 
Berkshire, Norfolk^ Suffolk, Essex; and of all the 
other Counties in the South of England, 

Edinburgh, 14. Oct. 1832. 

My FrieDds, — ^This is the finest city that I ever saw in- 
my life, though it is ahout fi^e hundred miles to the north 
of the southern part of Dorsetshire ; hut neither the heauty; 
of this city, nor its distance from your and my home, has 
tiimde me forget you, and particularly poor Cook and- 
Farmer Boyes and the men that were transported in 1830. 
I have some admce to offer you, the ohject of which is to 
iodtice you resolutely to maintain the rights which^ agree-* 
%&ly to the laws of our country, we all inherit from our 
li^efathers. Amongst these rights are, the right to live in 
the country of our hirth ; the right to have a living out oi^ 
the land of our hirth in exchange for our labour duly and 
honestly performed; the rights in case we fall into distressi, 
tQ have our wants sufficiently relieved out of the produce of 
the land^ whether that distress arise from sickness, from 
decrepitude, from old age^ or from .the inability to find 
employment ; because there are laws, and those laws are 
just, to punish us if we be idle or dissolute. 

There is a reform of the Parliament ; and, it is touching, 
your conduct as connected with this reform, that I am about 
to offer you my advice ; but before I do that, I must speak 
to you about what I have seen in Scotland, of which this 
fine city is the capital. You know that many gentlemen in 
England have Scotch bailiffs ; and that these Scotch 
bailiffs, particularly Callendar, the bailiff of Sir Tho- 
mas Baring, in Hampshire, and another one or two 
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ivhose names I have now forgotten, were principal witnesses 
against the men that wefe brought to trial for breaking 
thrashing-machinesi and other acts of that sort in 1830. 
You know that these bailiffs are always telling you how 
good and obedient the labourers are in Scotland, and how 
IVELL OFF they are; and yet they tell you that there are 
no poor-laws in Scotland* 

All this appears very wonderful to you. The Govern- 
ment and the parsons tell you the same thing ; and they 
metryou, that if you were as well^ehaved' as the Scotth, 
aind as quiet, you would be as well off as they^ar*. Th^ 
Shy, that it is your ignorance that makes you not lite tcr Um 
tipon potatoes while those who live upon the tithes and- the 
taxes have the meat and the bread. They tell you' thatyov 
would be better off if you were but a» sensible and TfoalB 
Ibut be as quiet as the Scotch labourers. NoW,theB, I'wtB 
tell you how well off the Scotch' labourers are; atndtlMl 
ycltt will judge whether you have l^een' wise or' fboHcSi, fii 
What you- Have been Idtwftifly doings for tvro years^past, vnA 
k view of maWng your living a litUe better than it was* 
. - This city is fifty- six miles from the river Twe«i>, whiefc 
separates England from Scotland; I have coam thormigb 
iihe country in a posti^chaise', stopped' one night upon thii 
i«oad, wad have made every inquiry, in order that I migUt 
Be able to ascertain the exact state of the labourers on the 
Iknd. With the exception of about seven miles, the hifi#hr 
the finest that I ever saw in my^ life, though I have secii 
every fine vale in every county in England ;- amd in the 
United States of America I never saw any land » tenth pot 
so good. You will know what the laud is when I tell yoo^ 
that it is by no means uncommon for it to produce seven 
English quarters of wheat upon> one English acre, and forty 
fenis of turnips upon one English aore ; and that there are^ 
sdmost in every half mile^ f^pont fifty to a hundred- acres of 
tumips^in one pieces sometimes iirA«^« turnips and souetlnitt 
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S¥f0d$i; all in rows 21s straight as a liffe» and without a 
w«ed ever to be seen. in miy of thai^ beatitiful.fieUs* 

Oh L how. jou will, wish to be- h^e ! '' Lo»l," ypu wiil-sii^ 

ta yoiireelreSy *^ what pretty vUlsigefi ^ere must be there ; 

V what nice churches and church-)tards ; oh ! aiMl what 

^^. preciously, nice ale-houses ! Come, Jack,, let us set off 

^* to Scotland ! What nice gardens shall we have to out 

*^ cottages- there ! What beautifMl flowers our wives will 

have climbing up about the windows,, and on belli sides of 

the path leading from the wicket up to the door I And 

what prancing and barking pigs we sliali have^ running 

'^ out upon the common, and what a flock of geese, grazing 

upon, tha green I" 

Stppl. stop ! I haTe not come to listen to. you, but tq 

maka you listen to me ; let me tell you, then, that there is 

Baither village,, nor church, nor ale-house, nor garden, nof: 

pottage, nor flowers,, nor pig, nor goose, nor coowaon, noc 

^een; but the thing is thus:. I. The. farms. of a whole 

couat^r are, generally speaking,: the property of one lord ; 

2. They ace so large, that the corn-stacks frequently amount 

to HK>re than a hundred upon one farm, each stack having 

&i.it, on an average, from flfteea to twenty Englieh quarters 

^ corn ; 3. The farmer's house is a house big enough and 

fine enough for a gentleman to live i.a; the farm-yard is a 

sqfiare, with buildings on. the aides of it for horses, cattle, 

and im|>Iements ; the stack-yard is on one side of this, the 

stacks all in rows, and the place as big( as a little town#> 

4r On. the side of the farm-yard next to the. stack-yard there 

is a place to thrash the corn in ; and there is, close by this, 

always a thrashing-machine, sometimes worked by horses, 

sometimes by water, sometimes by wind^ and sometimes by 

atoam, there being no such thing as a barn or a flail in the 

whole country^ 

" Well,." say you, '^ but, out of such a quantity qf corft 
*^ and of beef and of mutton, there must some come to tha 
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*' share of the chopsticks, to be sure !" Don't be too surt 
yet ; but hold your tongue, and hear my story. The single 
labourers are kept in this manner : about four of them are 
put into a shed, quite away from the farm-house and out <rf 
the farm-yard; tvhich shed, Dr. Jamieson, in his Die-' 
tionary, calls a " boothie," a place, says he, where labour- 
ing servants are lodged. A boothie means a little boo€h ; 
and here these men live and sleep, having a certain allow- 
ance of oat, barley, and pea meal, upon which they live, 
mixing it with water, or with milk when they are allowed 
the use of a cow, which they have to milk themselves. They 
are allowed some little matter of money besides to bay 
clothes with } but never dream of being allowed to set thei^ 
foot within the walls of the farm-*hou6e. They hire for the 
year, under very severe punishment in case of misbehaviotit 
or quitting service ; and cannot have fresh service, without 
a character from the last master ^vliA also a character from 
the minister of the parish !' 

Pretty well, that/ for a knife -and-fork chopstick of Sus-' 
sex, who has been used to sit round the fire with the master 
and the mistress, and to pull about and tickle the laughing 
maids ! Pretty well, thatf But it is the life of the married 
labourer that will delight you. Upon a steam-engine farm 
there are, perhaps, eight or ten of these. There is, at a 
considerable distance from the farm-yard, a sort nf barrack 
erected for these to live in. It is a long shed, stone walls 
and pantile roof, and divided into a certain number of 
hoothies, each having a door and one little window, all the 
doors being on one side of the shed, and there being no back* 
doors 5 and as to a privy y no such thing, for them, appears 
ever to be thought of. The ground, in front of the shed, is 
wide or narrow according to circumstances, but qaite 
smooth; merely a place to walk upon. Each distinct 
boothie is about seventeen feet one way and fifteen feet the 
other way, as nearly as my eye could determine. There is 



aa QaliDg,:and no floor but. tlie.earth. . In tfaig placd a: nmii 

%ii|d his wife and family have to Jive. . When they, go into 

it ibexe is nothing hat- the four bare walls, and the tiles over 

tbeir heads, and a .small. fire*place. To ipake the most of 

ahe. room, they, at their own cost, erect births, like those in 

a. barrack«room, which they get up. into when they go to 

bed; , and here they are, the man, his wife, and a parcel ,of 

efajldrep, squeezed up in this miserable hole, with their meal 

«ji(d their washing tackle, and: all their. other things; and 

yet it is quite surprising to behold how decent the wotnett 

esdeavour to keep the place. . These women (for I found all 

tbe men out at work) appeared to be most industrious crea* 

tares, to be extremely obliging, and of good disposition ;. and 

tiae shame is that they are permitted to enjoy so small a 

portion of the fruit of all their labours, of all their cares. 

But if their dwelling-place is bad, their food is wbrsei 
being fed upon exactly that which we feed hogs and horses 
upon. The married man receives in money about four 
pounds for the whole year ; and he has besides sixty bushels 
of pats, thirty bushels of barley, twelve bushels of peas, and 
three bushels of potatoes, with ground allowed him to plant 
the potatoes. The master gives him the keep of a cow fi>r 
the^ year round ; but he must find the cow. himself : he pays 
{or. his own fuel ; he must find a woman to reap for twenty 
whole days in the harvest, as payment for the rent of his 
boothie ', he has no wheat ; the meal altogether amounts to 
About six pounds for. every day in the year ; the oatmeal is 
eaten in porridge ; the barley-meal and pea-meal are mixed 
ti^ether, and baked into a sort of cakes upon an iron plate 
put over the fire ; they sometimes get a pig and feed it upon 
the potatoes. 

Thus they never have one bit of wheaten bread or of 
wheaten flour, nor of beef nor mutton, though the land is 
covered with wheat and with cattle. The hiring is for a 
year, beginning on the 26th of May, and not at Michael- 

F 5 
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in»: tlM ftmier take» tlw mao, just at th««faMi iM^gil 
4M^ MfdM out of him; attd if he die^ iMidm vimi lite 
uutminnrk is doaew The Iftboufferifl witellif air tto mumf << 
the niftster, who, if he wfllD«l keep» hitt biBye»iJte ymm, 
can totally ram him^ by rdtiaioff hun » ohsracloi^ 'She 
leow ia » thifigmofe ia immethaaF redky ; ali»>si8y bedboot 
«io ealfe whev the 26th of Ma^y eeaaeer^O' wtf^-naff^lte 
Sirai stteatioo' to nmfee renoval pentonH t(^hei»>Mi« IMi 
#ttiiy has NO HOME; and aw home ew» any awuil e 
eaM to have who can thue he m^M^ meiy j««e of his 
life al the will of a master. It rerj freqeegttf- hwypuw 
ilksfi the poor ef e«tm^ee are conapeSed to sell tMrzeoer tihr 
Aext t» netfaiag^ sad, imAee^ the iraetai^ of etoraeiir 
^/om #Ae last emflof^r maices the maa a real slnr«v wenia 
off thav the neg^ hy many degrees; &» bsre tlMaeii 
Beither law ta ensure himreiiefy nor metiveia.the aoaater 
to attead to hia heakb or to pseeecre hsa life; 

There^ chopalieks of Stnaex, yon can neiWisee whatBiv^ 
^ish seonndrelSy calHn^ themsetves '^ geaekneav'* get 
S<»)teh bailii^ fer. These bs^ift aore geaeraitf llieaom e£ 
aootie of these ferasears^ lecommesded t^ the gfincliDgrTuffiaaa 
'^ England hy the grinding raffiane in Si^Iand;. Six^ da^e, 
from daylight to^dark, these; good and laboriaimmiclpartMt 
amd kind people laJsocir. 0» as average they bsmv sii 
English mitea to go^ to aay chiireh. Here are tw^^tne* mte 
to walk OQ the Sunday; and the eoAseqoeaoa fs^ thM thi^ 
very sddom gow B»t, sa^ yon, what ^o they do wMi ai 
the wheat and adl the beef and all the mutton; aad what 
1)eeomea e£ the nmney that tl»y aie sold for 1 Why the 
catde asid sheep walk into England i^a ^leir lega^ the 
wheat is pat into ships, to be sent to London ov e i sowh w e ^ 
and aisi to themoaey thaktheae are sold for^ the fainaer is 
ailawed to have a li^e olit^ but almoat the whole of it is 
seat awi^ tothe landlord^ to be gambled of otherwi8efiKi«sB^ 
dered away at Loanov^ at Paeis, <^ at Rome. Tlie fatft 
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o# tb9 bod ift e&orm0U8 : fbivr, five,, six, ox seven j^iu^a foy 

£Aglish aore: tb« fanner is not alloiwed tog«t mudb.; 

tla« wbole of tb« produce of these fine l^ndftgQoes 

iftito tiM pockets of the. loccU ; the labourers lure their slaves^ 

:«Ad the iarve^s Uieir slare^driFers* The faj:»-yards are^ ia 

Smctf fa€torie^ for making cora aod iiieM» curled on prijooi- 

991% b^^ the meaae of horses aod xoAchimery* There ace noi 

fNefiple>; aad these men, seem ta thiak^that people are ujone' 

^mVB^y t€^ a state. I came over a traet of coontry a great. 

4ieal bigger than the^cowitj^ of Suffolk, livith oidy three to.woa 

^ k« aad acoup^ of viUages, Avhile the county of Suffolk 

IjisuN twenty^niae market tawna and 491 villages. Yet our 

pH^us Government seem to wish to reduce Eegland to the 

^teto of Scotland; and you ayre reproached and abused, and 

<eaUe4 ignorant^ because. you will not reside in a '' boothie^** 

^s^ live upon the food whieh we give to horses and to hogs I 

Take one more fact» at which you will nojt wonder ; that, 

tkcmgh Northumberland is but a poor country compared 

with this that I have been describing, the poor Scotch 

labourers get away into England whenever they can. There 

i» a g^eat and fine town called Newcastle-upon-Tyne^ 

from which and its neighbourhood, the coals go into our 

'Country. The poor Scotchmen flee from these fine and rich 

lands to beg their bread there ; and there they are put into 

caravans and brought back to Scotland by force, as the 

](iish acre sent from London^ from Manch£st£R, from 

BiR>f iKGHAM^ and other great towns in the Souths la 

lint this tlie greatest shame that ever was witnessed under- 

the sun ! And shall not we be resolved to prevent pur 

^untjry from being reduced to a similar state ; shall not we 

venture, if necessary, our limbs and our lives, rather than 

aot endeavour to cause, by all legal means, a change in the 

€Q!ndition of the labourers of these two ill-treated countries? 

>y hat!, shall any lord tell me, or tell any one of you, that 

y^u have not a^ right to. be in England as well as he has ? 
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Will he tell you that he has a right to lay all his landt 
waste, or lay them iuto sheep-walks, and drive the people 
from them ? A stupid land^owner might say so, and might 
attempt to do it ; but detestable must be the Government^ 
that would suffer him, even to begin in the work of giving^ 
efiect to his wish. God did not make the land for the few, 
but for the many. Civil society invented property ; but gave 
it not that absolute character which would enable a few- 
owners to extirpate the people, as they appear to be endea- 
vouring te do in Scotland. Our English law effectually 
guards against the effects of so villanous a disposition : it 
gives to all men a right to a maintenance out of the produce 
of the earth : it justly gives to the necessitous poer a claim 
prior to that of the owner of the land. Thus law has bees 
greatly impaired by the acts of Sturges Bourne, which 
created the select vestries, and introduced hired overseers 
into the parishes. It is my intention to use all the means 
in my pewer to get these acts repealed ; and it is upon this 
subject that I am now about to give you my advice. You see 
the situation of the Scotch and the Irish, in consequence of a 
want of the poor-laws ; and the design manifestly has been, 
and yet is, to go en by degrees stripping England of the 
poor-laws. Sturges Bourne's acts were a great stretch 
in this direction ; let us, therefore, use all our strength legally 
to annihilate these acts. 

Your case is this. For a thousand years, your forefsithers 
were, in case of necessity, relieved put of the produce of the 
TITHES, and were never suffered to know the pinchings 
of want. When the tithes were taken away by the aris- 
tocracy, and by them kept to themselves, or given wholly to 
the parsons, your forefathers insisted upon a provision being 
made for them out of the land, as compensation for that 
which had been taken away by the aristocracy and the 
parsons. That compensation was given them in the rates as 
settled by the poor-law. To take away those rates would* 
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llierefere, be to violate the agreementi which gave you as 
much right to receive, in case of need, relief out of the land, 
as it left the land-owner a right to his rent. Sturges 
Bourne's acts have not, indeed, openly violated the agree* 
meat ; hut they have done it in a covert and indirect man- 
ner, by taking away the power of the native overseer to ad* 
iniiiister relief, and by taking away the equal rights of rate* 
payers to vote in the vestry. 

To get these acts repealed is our first doty, and ought to 
he our earliest care ; and I do most strongly urge you to at- 
tend at all elections, whether you have votes or not^ and ta 
demand of the candidates that they will vote for the repeal 
of these acts. I exhort you to he ready with petitions in 
support of those members of Parliament who shall demand 
this repeal. Though, according to the Reform Bill, you are 
not to vote, yet you have the right of petitioning : and if 
you make use of that right, and in a proper manner, we 
shall never again see those days of degradation of which we 
have now seen so many. 

As God has now blessed us with a harvest such as the 
oldest man living scarcely ever saw, I hope that you are all 
enjoying the fruits of it, in proportion to the labours that you 
have performed, and to the sobriety and the care that yoa 
have practised and exercised. I shall be glad, when I see 
you again, to find you better off than when I saw you last ; 
I confide in your resolution to maintain your present rights 
unimpaired, and in your efforts to recover those that have 
heen lost ; and, in that hope, 

I remain, your faithful friend, 

Wm. COBBETT. 

There, Dr. Black, now talk about your " antalluct*' as 
long as you please. What a Sussex chopstick would say 
if he were asked to live with his family in one of these 
*^ boothies,** I do not exactly know ; but this I know, that I 
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riionfaliuMfc.Ulie to b« tke mftfttonmke l^.pi^positipiirtohiai^ 
^afieeialljr if h$ had a iill-kook in his hmndl Siotr «§.«. 
ti» notiDn of, hir tongue and liis lefs^ hia ba«d& woidd mfv|it 
qQwl% eoonf^ ia suelit a caMi la sbort^ Soetor^ jo« haisp 
BfiTOP seeoy as4 ]io« caa kaoAr nofchiag ol^ tbe laboiirei»<i£ 
ekber comtey* II jou had aeM- a giwat doal of tbe 4«cile. 
and ckMifallf-fftbaitdiis kJ»oiiiti» of Sdotland^ yoa eoiiii 
know still less than you knownom^ abomt the gbiua-aaA- 
it&i]ioFB ehap9 m the- South, whoU' neiilihep iat&Mai» nor 
thieaitsv nor certain^ of puaishi&onjl^ will niove to d» thafr 
which they Blink thef ought aotto^bo eamwumfiBd t» dow 
Tfaitjr wiU not, even if they greaily g^aiai bf it, do,aoything 
out of the track of their habite. axtd ps^udicea. Yeft^ ifk 
tfadr stuhbocn adheroBce to theif wocdsy and in tbek^ fmr- 
feet MBcenfi^^ a sensibfe naaa fi»dsvaxoD^iHSAtioya*£ic |b«ir 
vsntowaardaees; but, tltt rules which naay very wett 9^^ 4^ 
one of these sets'of niea^ may be wbuliy* iimpfiti^aMiB t^ th» 
other. And, as to the '* anteUlmt^*' be you ^ga^Jied^Ikittmy 
that the Scotch labourers would not be a bit leesiateilectfial^ 
if they were to< sit down, to diniMir every da^ to wheaftea 
bread and neait^ with kmvest and fiorks and pclatesj aad a 
mce clean cloth e^ery Sunday^. as they do y^ in a.conaider« 
able part of the faros-hoeees ia tbe^ aiDuthera coftatie» of 
Eagland. 

I now come baek to thi& delightfui and beautiful city^. I 
!th6iigbt thatt BjaisTOS^ taking in ita heights aad Ci.iFTair 
eod itarocka and ifa ri^er, was the Eaest cky in the. world; 
but Edinburgh with its castle, its. hills, its preti^ lit^ 
sea-port, eoiiTeiii^tly detached froin it, its vale of rich land 
lying all around > ite lofty hills in the back ground, its views 
across the Firth : I think little of its streets and its rows 
of line houses, theu^ all buik of stone, and though <0pcry* 
ibaog ia London and Bath is beggiv^ t& these; I think 
noting of Hcfyrood House; but i thiiric a great deal of 
-the fine and well-ordered streets of sh^^; of the retfjgiilaiiity 
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itAMt yen p«peeit# awrywiiere in thm mwamfg&amtt «f 
%«niies8'r as'd ^ tliiidfr s^l more of 1i«» asbscnce of ait ^amt 
t^pffB^iiamBj and th»t aAetstion of csa^euoMaHf awl tiMt 
SftwieatxawwHin il i Bf of soperiorily', tloDt jptnr see itt^akMstadl 
^te :f0inig 1MB tikait J011 amU with mtb* fMbManM^pontt 
ef ^lie- great teivwHt Eaigtod. I wa& notdlsafifnialtd ; hi 
I expected ta fsd EdhMighflia fiaeat:«ily iartlie fcta^pAMMi 
fe w inimttciem s al WmwcAvrLz, aad whli mscny Saatek 
gentlemen for yeawpos^lea^Iirefiuedniafertiiia; bat sM 
tlte real^ haa gfeatljr larpaeiad eveiy idea tliat i bad 
Iwnieci ajbove it* Ttue jDvopIs^ howeveri ilIM exceed tba 
j^aee ; here all k eMKtf ; jtm do net meea wkk radeneai^ or 
4e^nsam^ tlkeifaifft ef a ditfMiritioa to olilige> evea ia ptnoaa 
Htlie hfwegi sh^ of Mfe. A fmadtook vm rooad tin 
entircMB of theeity^: he hwi a tti?Bpxfee tklset; receired at 
the'&rsl gate which ^ei^ed fire or six gatai. It waasi^ 
fialesi fifrhin t0UU the ftftufe gate<-)feeper» that lie fa«d k; 
Wtees 1 esvrfhat; I saM to mjBelf, '* Nota hene: Gate^ 
^^kxmpem tsdee peopfe'a w^d is SeotlttBd; a things that I 
^ h«re not sm» bdave &!»<» I left L(mf JHaadJ^ 
' Ift tMe toav roiiad the eity we< aneat by » tcr^beiMlilai 
ffttle c«iafttry4i«ti8ey ac wfikdv Mr. JfirrRET, the Lord 
MhmeaMe, ^ea. Ha did not' dO'ine ttie honour to attend 
mj' ]ectwe§> on aecouat of' ilK-heakh, wbidi eaosO' I mi 
verf is&rrj for r for it wBi reqaire health aad sptrtte^ too, for 
Mm to bM^ ike- stornr tivatie abeot to i^iiig up, ofnleee 
hia^ party^he pr^pmed to do a gieer many tfaiogs o£ wfakh 
f^Kf appear not aa yet t9 b»re . dreaaMdl . la tbe^ coarse rf 
lhicBttle«9i]rI wvirttoyaad to the top of, the aaciint Craig» 
»rf LLAR Cas^, wideh staodH on a roek aVahoal threenalsa 
from Efyinmjiean aad ftotft frhieir yov see the castie aad 
1^ dife ekyof 'Bmars^Ke'ii ; aad yoai hA aeroa» Ike Fmk 
irf FoRTHy and, beyond it» and orer the eoaaty ol Fifb^ 
aad^the Finii ofT^r, eee tkelUgldante ri«oQpt it appears 
tlart partof thi# eaede ^as d««ioKiked 1^ tba Ength^, wha« 
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that merciless monster Heory the Eig:hth inyaded Scotland,, 
in order to compel the young Qaeen of Scots to marry hii 
sofiy PriDce Edward ! So this ruffian, who was marrying 
and beheading wives himself all his lifetime, actually under* 
look a war for a purpose like this ! This young, queen lost 
her life at last, by the hands of the myrmidons of his savage 
daughter; but, at any rate, she enjoyed some years of hapr 
piness in France ; and one minute of it she never . would 
have had, i)eing in the hands of a Tudor. 

This castle has round it, with some exceptions as to form, 
fi, circle, the diameter of which is about ten miles, of landj 
which lets on an average for seven pounds the English acre* 
It lets the higher certainly, for being in the neighbourhood 
of a city like Edinburgh ; but not much higher. Here 
is an area of seventy-five square miles ; and here ought to 
be, according to the scale of the county of Suffolk, about 
thirty- two churches and thirty-two villages around them; 
aud with the exception of Musselburgh, there is but one^ 
or at least I could see but one ; and is it possible that among 
so m^Likj really learned and really clever men as these are 
at Edinburgh, not one should be found to perceive the 
vast difference in this respect between, this city and all the 
cities in England, and to perceive too, how much greater 
and more famous Edinburgh would be, .if it were sur* 
rounded, as it ought to be, with market-towns and numerous 
villages ? You cannot open your eyes, look in what direc^ioa 
you will^ without perceiving, that Scotland is robbed of its 
wealth and of its character by a stupid and . unnattoaal 
nobility. And, if the reformed Parliament do its duty, it 
will do by Scotland as Henry the Seventh did by England; 
and we shall very soon see villages rise up in Scotland, and 
see a stop put to the caravan bringing back to the North 
vagrants from Newcastle. . 

With regard to my lecturing concerns, which are of far 
less importance than any other of the subjects of this 



EDINBURGH. 113 

volume, I have to observe, in justice to my hearers, that 
better manners never were exhibited in this world than by 
my audiences here; and that, though I have seldom failed 
to experience great cordiality and great indulgence, never 
have these been exceeded at any of the numerous places at 
which I have thought it my duty to offer my opinions. The 
four lectures were advertised in the following words : 

* " 1. On the necessity of a great change in the manage- 
' ment of the affairs of the nation ; on the numerous 
' grievances inflicted on the country by the boroughmonger 
' parliaments ; and on the duty of electors to pledge can- 
' didates to measures which shall remove those grievances. 

"2. On the nature of the pledges which electors ought 

* to insist upon, before they give their votes; and, on the 
^justice and necessity of the measures to which they would 
^ be bound by those pledges, including amongst those mea- 
' snres a total abolition of tithes, lay as well as clerical, in 
' all parts of the kingdom. 

"3. On the injustice of taxing the people to pay interest 
'to those who are called fundholders; and on the resources 

* possessed by the nation, for making, from motives of in- 

* dulgence and compassion, such provision for a part of the 
'^ fundholders as may be found necessary to preserve them 

* from utter ruin. 

" 4. On the mischiefs and iniquity of paper-money 

* generally ; and on the necessity of putting a stop, as 
** speedily as possible, to all paper-moriey of every de- 
scription.** • 

These subjects I went through at the Adelphi Theatre, 
before an audience consisting of rather better than a thou- 
sand persons. That which was wanting in me (and a 
plenty was wanting) was amply made up for by the good- 
nature, the indulgence, and the kindness of the audience. 
I had not read the vile newspapers (for I never do), but my 
friends had ; and they, who do not know so well as I do the 
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effect of snch publications, were greatly alarmed lest F 
should meet with a hostile reception. I uniformly told tfaew 
not to be afraid : they were surprised at my confidence ; btfS 
tbey found it amply justified by the event. The trtith is, 
that, in the first place, the Scotch are a sensible people. 
When you have fools to deal with, you do not know whaV 
may happen. Then, that which I had to utter was so true; 
and yet, uttered in this bold manner so new ; beside, 
there were my hundred volumes of books written by my own 
hand ; there was my battle with this powerful and malig- 
nant Government for* more than a quarter of a century, 
ending with its last foul attack, and my trtumj^ant deienee, 
in the Court of Kiny^s Bench ; and here was I, an utter 
i^anger, five hundred miles from my home, to make an 
appeal to reason and to justice ; under such circumstaoees, 
to have doubted of a patient bearing, would have been to 
show very little knowledge of mankind in general, and no' 
knowledge at all of the people of Scoflasnd ; but^ my recep* 
tfon very fer exceeded my hopes. Every man that I 
have met with at Edikburgh has been as kind to me as 
if he were my brother. Young men are always more 
zealous than those of an advanced age ; and the oondnctof 
1^ young men of Edinburgh towards me bra been such 
as it is impossible for me adequately to describe. 

It wa& desirable that I' should give one lecture air a place, 
and upon tenns that would enable the working people to 
attend, without hinderance to their occupations and without 
a tax upon their purse. •For this purpose, a very large rcNiai 
was engaged last night, where I attended, and* ^ere I 
hacangned fijr the better part of two hour»; and 1 wish dit 
Lord Advocate had been well enough- to hare been prnsent ; 
im then he might have had a foretaste of that wbidi is to 
cenie. Upon, this occasion am Address was presented to* 
me, to which, after the nrnonec of '' other great nun,'' li 
had prepared a written aaswer, contrary to- my usuAlpfBO- 



EDINBUAGH^ 1 IS| 

dee ; but which I thought proper to do upon this occasion, in 
order to show that I deemed* this a. matter of very great im- 
portimde^ a»J. really did deem it. With the insertion of 
tills ^address, .preceded, by the very neat speech of Mr« Duk, 
&Mowed by the names which were attached to it at a.veryi 
short notice, and those names followed by my answer,. I 
shall now conchide this long, and I am afjraid the reader 
will think it? weaiasome account of my entrance into 
Soodand*. 

Mr* Bf F. Dun, teacher, in. presenting the Address, said^ 
^' Sirr-^I am deputed by a respectable body of my fellow* 
** citizens to present, you witb a congratulatory address on 
" your visit, to- this city* We have long observed your 
'^ strenuous, indefatigable, and disinterested exertions in the 
** cause of Reform ; and g^ad are we that these exertions 
*^ have not beei|. made in. vain.. A march in human a&ira 
^* ha& coDunnnced, and although yoa have been hitherto 
^' saren years ha advance,, wa trust that now you and all 
'/ ganulne Reformers will auurch, hand-iu'-hand. tiU there be 
^ obtained a radical reform^ and an utter extinction of all 
" monopolies, corruptions, and abuses. We are proud ta 
" avow. Sir, that we: owe whatever political information we 
V do possess, to yoiur writings, and we are satisfied that in 
'^ addressing you we are only expressing;, the sentiments of 
*' thousands of the inhabitants of this city» It is gratifying 
** to be able to state that no sooner had the humble individual 
^ who. has. now the honour to wait upon you drawn up this 
^/ address^, and scarcely was the ink dry, than the names o( 
^ inaoy of our respectable fellow-citizens were attached to it. 
*< With. your. pemussion I shall now read it." 
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To WILLIAM COLBETT, Esq. 

Edinburgh, 13. October, 1832. 

Sir, — We, the undersigned, respectfully take leare b, 
Express the grati6cation aflFord^d us by your arrival in the 
metropolis of Scotland. 

Unknown to you even by name, with no other excuse ior. 
the liberty which we have taken than the admiration and 
respect which the worth of your character and the splendour 
of your talents generally excite, we have come forward thus 
publicly to bear testimony to your unremitting, and we 
rejoice to say, successful efforts in the cause of Reform, 

In you we do not so much behold William Cobbett, 
the ablest of writers, the most consummate politician, as the 
fearless, the uncompromising advocate of the rights of the' 
people. Fully convinced that your writings have been the' 
means of exposing that system of misrule by which the many 
have been so long plundered for the gain of the few, and by 
which the usurpation of a grasping aristocracy has been 
perpetuated, we earnestly hope that you may be preserved 
to us for many years, and that your health may remain 
unimpaired, so that you shall have the happiness of witness- 
ing, as well as procuring those objects dearest to all' disin* 
terested and patriotic men, — the blessings of cheap govern^ 
menty cheap law, cheap religion, cheap bread, and a good 
day^s payment for a good day's work. 

You, Sir, to whom the political world owes so much, need* 
scarcely be informed that there are many of the inhabitants 
of this city who will always rejoice in your success. Should 
you, as we confidently anticipate, be one of the members in 
the people's reformed House of Parliament, we have no 
doubt that your voice will ever be raised in the cause 
of the working classes — that you will be the unflinching 
supporter of civil and religious liberty — and that no exer- 
tions shall be wanting on your part to root out every species 
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of corruption and abuse from whatever source it may ema- 
nate, and whoever may be its supporters. That patriotisni 
whiob has led you to advocate out of Parliament those 
healing measures which we fondly expect to be the mighty 
realities of what is termed the Reform Bill, will, we are con- 
fident, incite you in Parliament, with /our usual ability, and 
by arguments completely irrefragable, to render reform NOT 
A DEAD LETTER, but a measure of practical utility to 
tile country at large. 

In this city where the newspaper press has enlisted itself 
under the banners of one or other of the two parties who 
have alternately assumed the reins of Government, it is 
most gratifying to us to be able to state that you, who it is 
well known will allow no compromise, no party considera* 
tioos, to influence. your opinions, have numerous and daily 
increasbig friends. 

That their esteem and regard may long continue, is the 
sincere wish of 

Sir, 
Your most obedient servants, 



B. F. Dun, teacher 
John Chad wick 
James Affleck 
James Peiitland 
John Stewart 
Wiiliaui Biaikie 
John Prentice 
William Aitkin 
James Muir 
Itobcrt Affleck 
John Jackson 
William Niven 
Thomas Jo vine 
John Heid, M.D. 
W. Wallace Cleghorn 
John Csaig 
iUlau.M'Kay 
Alexander Little 
Jj^mes Nlsh 
Marshall Cree 
John Mitchell 
Colin Munroc 
James Wilson 
D. Leitch 



William Marshall 
George Adair 
John Vouug 
John Todd 
Alexander Warnock 
James Prentice 
James Burns 
Lawrence Moncrieff 
David Todd 
Patrick Lawrie 
James Bremuer 
J. Poole 

Francis Oliphant 
David Taylor 
William Pen 
James Patersou 
James Sutherland 
John Robertson 
Donald Henderson 
William (>unn, sen. 
John Hutchistm 
Alexander Campbell 
Adam Ptilson, sen, 
Adam Poison, juu. 



John M*Kay 
James Cumnbell 
Alexander Sinclair 
George Goldie 
Johu'Waiigh 
Chaik'S Youn^ 
John O'Duiinell 
John M*Aulty 
Hugh Tloberison 
John Gibson 
Robert Cree 
James Brodie 
John Marshall 
Robert Mitchell 
George Jackson 
William Boyce 
James Linen 
John Wangh 
John Micklejohn 
Alex. Niny, surgeon 
Francis Oliphant 
Alex. Branderman 
Co!<mo Webster 
Stephen Peers 
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•Retec Sinton 

William Uwiie 
0ohn Anderwrn 
JoUd Nftpifr 
Archibald Campbell 
William EfocclKr 
Joho llobertBou 
Charles O'DoDnell 
Coil. 0'Doiui«U 
Bobert Mount 
John M*Mattiis 
Patrick Moonev 
John M'Callocb 
John Hamilton 
^icha^l Bargoyne 
Walter Rom 
James. Rom 
James Gormen 
Willtanl WiJaoii 
William Robertson 
JohnM«Kay 
James WUiy 
Alexander Reld, M.D. 
Archibald M«Doaaki 
John 'iliomson, Buc- 

cleugh-street 
W. Barii^ CauievHay- 

side 
A» Henderson, Canst- 

way-side 
J. Pathersouy Cause- 
way-side 
D. Inglis, SU MaiT's 

Winde 
William Wemyss, 15, 

Jciniesvsquare 
D. Boss, Canall-^treet 
John Qiant, N.Back 

Cauoi^te 
Hugh Patersoii, Jack's 

close 
Ninian DicksoOy New- 
street 
Nathaniel Gorman, 

Cowgate 
D. Bain, 133, Cowgate 
James 'fait, Kay's-ct. 
Charles Burk,'Cat)OM- 

gate 
James Young, Gol- 

ford-park 
Jo^n Witiiiad,Browu- 

street 
John Fitiloson, Grass- 

market 
James Ferguson, High- 

stieet 



ttttgb.GilUM, Cimh 

causeway 
Keneth GiAles, CroM* 

• causeway 
H. P. Barron, 104, 

tiicolsoDrStictt 
William A. Grant, 

Greenslde-street 
Thomas Nicol, Mt, 

Richmond-street 
WiiliamMein, Ulth- 

walk 
John Lime, 44, Rose* 

street 
Charles Stepfathei;, 

Uuiitei'oMiMire 
George Haraisty,,Wri« 

ter's-court 
Jamea Mutdoch,Noi:th 

Back, Gakiongate 
Robert Gibson, fit. 

Leonard-street 
Robert Wright, Ca- 

noBgate 
William Hillhouse,N. 

B. Canongate 
William Ri»tik|Be,Ab- 

bey-hill 
Thomas Kay, 16, Rox- 
burgh-place 
James Pratt, North 

ifiAokCamogaiB 
James Mills 
A. Arkeue 
John Wilkie 
William Sttu 
William Stenhonse 
William Henderson 
George-Gray 
Robert Lyons 
William Peirson 
Steele Storrie 
John Rattle 
W. Whiteliead 
Adam Liddle 
Egel Andrew M'Kay 
Andrew Laiidir 
John Sime 
George Qrmestoa 
John Archibald 
George Godie 
Hunter Grubb 
Thomas Innes 
Robert Cranston 
Hugh Garden 
James Allan 
William Bruce 



Jdlm M'Keiuie 
Aleiaoder Bruce 
Alexander 'M«nice 
Kohrrt Colder 
William Gonrl^^ 

James JVlorrison 
Robert Balcarres 
William Wilson 
Alexander Watt 
SimoiLEtaatr 
Robort Goariay 
James Boyhm 
JobiiMiUaii 
Alexander Grant 
Robert Muivasr 
William StewHOM 
John Baltom 
Gario Young 
John M'Kenzie 
Jam«s Meglea 
Grunter Xbub 
Alexander Macdonald 
JimesiGonlon 
Huodrey Ross 
John Mairtoa 
Audrew Mulrfljss 
JobnArtcbtabel 
Murey Don 
J. Young 

Barney M'Ginnes 
Peter Tailor 
Barney M'Grone 
Walter DoMal 
D. Smith 
Alexander Ross 
Wiiaam«. Ross 
James Brown 
William Muir 
William 'Young 
Patrick Muir 
James Muir 
William^ Lemsden 
John YouDg, II, Pros* 

ton- street 
J. Thomson, George- 
court 
J. Mihie, jiio., €tus»» 

way-side 
J. Milne, nee., Caoio* 

way-side 
J. Sinclair, 8, Presttn* 

street 
Robert NiabetiSt.Leo« 

nard-street 
G. Bairn, Caasew»y« 

side 
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John Kerr, Causeway- 

James Walsou, Oattse^ 
way-fti4e 

R. Gibb, Ridimood-fir* 

J .^urn f Caoseway-rftide 

W. Litt4e» H<>pe-j>ark 

J.CuthbertsoOy CiM8e<- 
way^ie 

ArchibahllBglis 

WilliamTorner, Atiti- 
gaa-street 

Thomas Watson, 10, 
BacclettKh-streel 

David M'lttiosb, 34, 
Coltege-wyiid 

W. Fotherifiji^iam, 55, 
Causeway 

W. HeudereoQ, Cause- 
wav-side 

W.SwaQ, 14,'Clerk-8t. 

W. Bucbaoan, Caose- 
way*side 

R. Buebanan, Cause- 
way-side 

Thomas Goldie, Abbey 
hill 

John Musket, 3, tDal* 
ryiD}>le^ace 

James Thomson, Gil- 
ford-nark 

Alexander Vatcb, Ca- 
Dotigate 

William Borland, 3t. 
John-street 

WiUiam Rauken, St. 
JohnVhill 

Watteu Wfight, High- 
street 

Thomas Knox, 26, El- 
der-street 

George Adam, Sc* 6, 
George-street 

Robert Stewart, 2B, 
Holy-street, Soutii 
back of Canoogate 

James Palmer, James- 
street 

John Hawk9, i, Cal- 
ton-hill 

Alexander Al'Ponaidy 
17, Cowgate 

R. McDonald, 400, 
Cowgate 

Andrew Scott 

Alexander Baird 

John M*Phenoa 



John Tighe 
David Ht'udersoa 
Peter Douglas 
Peter M alien 
James Graham 
Robert Young 
James Blah: 
John Miller 
John Brash 
Robert Meek 
Martin Clark 
Archibald Sheilee 
Andrew Ailken 
William Napier 
W. B. HiUiard 
Charles Joluison 
James Mihie 
Walter Wright 
John Mathison 
James Greig 
John Brown 
William Mitchell 
John Kessen 
Geo. Bruce Anderson 
Mores Nug 
AlexatKler Stevenson 
Francis Stevenson 
Cbarlea Fwrier 
John Eailic 
George Gilbillen 
John A. Thom 
Gf orge Johnson 
James Sommerville 
James Gunn 
Rube It Innes 
Audiew M'Donald 
David Pen ton 
John G irdiner 
William Bremner 
William Mackay 
James Shearer 
K. W. Sutherland 
W.N. Manicy 
George Pratt 
Cliailes Burt 
Georije Ferrier 
Jame» Liue 
John Innei 
William Gerard 
David M*Gibshan 
W. M' Carter 
W. Scr4»ii;uie 
R. Giitfin' 
James Boyle 
John O'Buine 
Michafi Queen 
John Meddcay 



Robert Storie 
James Boilaii 
Philip Boilan 
Luke Welsh 
Andrew Quia 
Patrick Quia 
James Duncan 
James M'Laugblan 
Roderick McDonald 
James MfGaughle 
James Douglas 
Peter Qaen 
David M<CoU 
John Ferasen 
Ritchie Laurie 
John Walls 
James fioyn 
George Mackay 
David. Duncan 
Charles iiberiff 
William Aitken 
James Muir 
James Baird 
A. Gun, 59, Castle-st. 
John Campbell 
A. Williamson 
Edward M'Krink 
Richard M'Leay 
Lewis Goodlet 
John Whyte 
Robert Cockburn 
James Nasmyth 
W. DouU 

Alexander Nasmyth 
Alexander DouU 
George Nasmyth 
Kdward Bowley 
William Guthrie 
William Hendecsau 
John Young 
Alexander Robertson 
Alexander Austin 
James Arnott 
A. Koualdson 
Alexander Liddle 
William Ross * 
WilliavB Gibson 
William Reid 
Andrew Laurie 
D. Anderso^i, Cansc* 

wayrside 
Peter Barnet 
George Bryce 
Thomas Scott 
A. Larry 
William Lyon 
James Caumogham 
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James Thorn 
Alexander Stewftrt 
John Laurie 
VV. Davidson 
D. Uobeson 
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entry 

B. M*Leady writer ' 

John M'GilliTray, 
Leren-street 

Andrew Romaldson 

John Rees 

John Dixon 

S. Watts 

M<Minor» Canongate 

James M'Pberson 

W. Stewart, Carlton 

George M<Kay 

Jas. Wilson 

WiDiam Gregorey 

T. Cnrrie, Quin-street 

John Black 

William White 

J. Jones, Hanover-8t. 

Archibald Cross 

J. Bower 

Thomas Broedn 

John Milke 

William Tait 

Bobert Watt 

John Johnston 

Thomas Das 

Thomas Wethman 

Jftmes Aitchison 

James Gloey, Bed- 
ford-street 

S. Scott, High-street 

Peter Speoce 

Robert Chisholm 

John Risdoll 



Peter Yale 

James Douglas 

W. M<Rae> High-st. 

James Bracks 

Peter Sim 

William Barns 

John Burns ' 

William Scoon 

Alexander Tod 

Walter Ronaldson 

William Shirriff 

James Paterson 

Patrick Carolan 

Joseph M'Laoghlan 

D.Bailie, 105,Cowgate 

Thomas Robertson 

John Muiray 

James Grant 

William Bermet, 61, 
Rose-street 

£wen Cameron, 186, 
Rose-street 

Wm. Crichton, Rich- 
mond-place. 

R. M'Rain, Canongate 

Alexander Walker, 8, 
Oibb's-entiT 

W. M'Wilkie, Stock- 
bridge 

William Walace, Ca- 
nongate 
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MR. COBBETT'S ANSWER. 

Gentlemen,^-! thaok you very sincerely for this mark of 
your esteem, which, though some persons may be surprised 
at my receiving it, is by no means matter of surprise with 
me. The nation in general would naturally suppose, that 
the virulence and falsehoods of the base newspapers would 
produce some effect upon your minds prejudicial to me: 

o 
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your conduct upon this occa«oA: wilt comdnce Ihe whole 
country* that m) judgment wet correct, when I de^pisetf*' 
the efforts of thew Tehicles of slander, .and relied, upon jama 
penetration and your justice. 

To make tlie grasping part; of the aristocrai^ recoil froiis* 
its usurpations^ and loosen its gra^, has long beea a prin^^ 
cifal oliject of my labours; and nerer will I* desist from the* 
pursuit ttntU the working man, in whatever ealling of life,, 
•hail have his foil share of the f^uita of the earth and of hiJr 
own labour. 

Gentlemen, it. was the labeurerft of the Siauth who com** 
pelled the Ministers to bring in the Reform Bill'; it was 
piifidpally the gpreat towna that compelled them to carry it. 
to the last stage ; and it was again those great toWns tha^ 
produced the final result. The work has been the people'^y. 
from the beginning to the end-; and,, for the Reform 'Bitt 
not to be " it dead letter y'' the people must still carry oir 
the woilc; firsts by choosing prepe^^ members where the|r 
can ; and, above all things, by coming to the support oS 
those members who shall be found d[>k and ready to sop^ 
port their cause in the hoese. 

I do not say, Gentlemen, that. I receive ail address at 
Edinburgh with a greater, degree of pleasate than I sheiidd^ 
leceive one at any other place ; but I receive this address 
with very singular pleasure, becauae it' gives a contradiction,, 
in terms the most striking, to the aasertion of that infamonti. 
press which has pursued me with its viperous tongue, from 
the banks of the Thames to the. banks of the Firth of Forth. 
Therefore, Gentlemen, you are entitled to my particular 
thank&; in rendering yott which, I shall be joined by every 
true friend of our country, from the Isle of' Wight to the* 
Borth of the Highlands of Scotl&ndX 



• ■ • • • « « 

Olas^Wf 19. October, 1832. , 

Qfii Sfond^ aamifig^ the IStli of October, I wafit in a 
flMriftge^ fittnkbad by «i} kind frieodi at EDnrBUAOH, 
nrho actompaaied me ia it,. t{» a place called Q.cbenV 
F^a^RY, wbere you cross the Flrth of Fortii^ to go oyer 
ta a little place calM< North Ferry, whence I went in a 
peat^ohaiistotiieancieattowfi ofDuNyaRMMKB. But ben 
Ibce I' proceed to ^vea^ further account of my progress, I must 
etoerveon'flomeUiiojg; that I le& behind ma at Edinburgh, 
namely, the Caledoman M^cury newspaper,,promulgatin9^ 
iii^ OBO of its oolumns of the 15* of October, Mr. Dun'g 
address to^me at the Waterloo Boom, the addresa itself^.- 
mid my answer to that address ;. and in addition to this^ 
tbeieditgr's statement, '< that the large Waterloo Eaomwm 
^ crowdiBdto^ces^ltkDgbt&aQ the hour appointed;, that, 
** on hia entrance, Mr. Cobbett was greeted with r^ated 
** rottgtdB^of applaud ) and that, at the conclusion of the 
** leotttia, thanke were given him in the shape of three 
^ ffenareU cheers ; and that he was again cheered when he 
^ diOTO off from the do<Nr of the hotel.'' 

Ibi another ooluma of the same paper is the following^ 
whieh. the C^Z^onKxis gentleman had the justice, the good, 
taste, and the sound judgment to extract and insert from 
tbat rumble* tumble of fihh and of beastly ignorance, called 
the Ohbe newspi^ef :•— > 

** CoBBBXT. — Cobbett, who haa by this time, we sup* 
'* pose, commenced hia lectures at Edinburgh, has htest 
*' {doubths^ receiving an overjhw of that sort oftribtite^ 
^* to which hitfreqmnt scurrilous abuse of Scotland and, 
'* ScdrntMn has so naturally advanced a claim* The 
" GeAedoman Mercury ^ receired to-day, contains an. 
*^ elaborate article, in which the almost inconceivable con* 
** tradiotioaa and inconskteiieies of the oracle of the Regis^ 
** ier ase-dQly set^fortb. In a ^oeral way, this^ of course, 
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** conveys nathing but that wUch all the world knew before; 
" but as a refresher for the mindern Athenians, preparalwy 
*' to the opening of a lecture, it Is a formidable affair!* 

Thus we have a specimen of the expectations of Ml 
beastly crew of hirelings. Here was this stupid oaf, who il 
scribbling in a dirty newspaper in London, while the mrmy^ 
fist represents him as a brevet-colonel on full pay doing 
duty at Chatham barracks, and whileNve aie taxed to the 
tune of five hundred a year, to pay him for his Chatham 
services : here was he, cherishing in his beastiy mind the 
thought that I should be hissed and hooted out of Ediw* 
BURGH ; or, as another newspaper of that city had advised^ 
flung into the deepest and dirtiest ditch' that could' be 
found: and this thought we see coming into his bniCal 
head, in consequence of *• an elaborate article,** wbkh had 
been put forth by this very identical Caledonian Mercury f 
But, though this might not much surprise one, coming from 
a blundering skull, the produce of potatoes, and filled with 
blubber instead of brains, it really is matter of surprise, 
that the editor of the Caledonian Mercury^ a name* at onoe 
descriptive of a sensible people, and of uncommon science 
and literary acumen; it is really matter of astonishment to 
see these two things put forth in a paper under such a title/ 
and in one and the same number. 

Enough of these envious, malignant, mercenary, mean, 
and cowardly wretches ; but not enough, and never enough, 
of the people of Edinburgh, of all classes, with regard to 
their conduct towards me ; and, self-gratification aside, 
this is a matter of very great importance, in a public pboat 
of view ; because, somehow or another, no matter how' it 
has happened, but, somehow or another, my name has 
Jbeeome identified with certain great measures, involvinf^a 
4otal change in the manner of conducting the afiairs of this 
jkingdom. No matter how it has happened ; bat it is 90m 
'Therefore, Lord Grey, if he be not blinded by'the set who 



>B»cmnd Uipy mufit, in this one fact, see quite enougb t^ 
ladiiee hkn to believe tbal it is utterly impossible that th^ 
GoVennnent should proqeed At aU^ if it attempt to get along 
avi^iit makwgspmetliiag Uke /^a^ sort of change for which 
I hser^ jsoloBg been coQtendiog% I breech him to think of 
ibii oaatrler seriously ; and not to imagiue that this unequivo* 
oal pppularity of mine is a thing conOned to the breasts of 
Ike ^Ofkimfi people. It was not of these that the audiences 
4^ the theatre of Edikburoh were composed. It was not 
wkh these, that 1 was invited to dine in that city of science 
s4 sJl sorts. The. popularity did not, and could not, arise 
^m, any cause other than that which I have stated. I 
^em not one single soul in that city ; my notification in the 
^Jf^ister thtiX I intended to go to Edinburgh, brought me 
«%«letter from Messrs* Chadwick and Ireland^ mer* 
xbants, wbpm I had neither ever seen or heard of before in 
<^y life* The price of entrance at the theatre was, oa 
^leoouot of the high charge made for the use of it, a great 
4eal higher than I could have wished, and necessarily 
axeluded working men ; and yet that theatre was crammed 
&U from the beginning to the end., There was nothing ia 
;ny.. writings; nothing in my character, except that it had* 
)Hmi vilified more than that of any other man that ever 
lived ; nothing in my station in life ; no possibility of my 
.ever being able to oiake a return for any favours received* 
.Tbei^ore, my reeeption and my treatment are to be 
.aacribed solely to the favour with which my political prin- 
<|lples apd my well-known endeavours and intentions are 
viewed. Perhaps Lord G.R£Y does not think it worth his 
while to read my Register ; if so, that is his fault and not 
jmlne: if he do, let him ponder well upon what I have now 
fli^, before he listen to the advice of those who would make 
•llpim, believe that he can get on with a reformed parliament 
withoul making any great change. 

In returning, now, to my most . delightful tour: upon. 
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leaving Si>ikbvrgh, ttlong tfae -yery fincftt teni yfllto i nni 
lliat I ever eaw, tiie canse^ways oa die-eideft of ^v^faiali «i 
edged vith white etone, aad the gutters paved m niod^^ 
Dioee of a etreet; in leavtng EDiirBtJii^n (ira^casaeeloee 
by ihe castle, wbteh I had not -seen at eo thtft « dMtaaoe 
before, a&d up into whidh-Lwoukl Bot^o, eeetag-^ ai 'time 
vere soldiers th^e ; for -merely speaking •to any one ef 
nrhom (he choosing to s^K^ear that 'I had >eiideav€ar«d te 
reduce him to desert, or quit ^his post) / im^ht have iemt 
"hanged by the neck till I was dead, accordiog^^ mlaii^ 
origioaliy drawn up by Scott Elook, passed forttlie'li£i «f 
the " good old king," revived again (on tiie nwtion o££G»»«r 
ExBON)*whea his worthy eldest* son -came to tiie a faToaa^ 
and now kept 4n full force by the liberty4oviQg^W^hi§ii <« 
Thk cosUe, like Hie Chrisfeian chai^, ib built vpoam 
tock, which rock is very lofty, and akBeet pe^peadaoiikari 
uo that it is a most interesting ^and magaificeut .spsst^ 
tacle, especially tf you are t>A aay eaaiaeBoe at <a iitlii 
Idistanee firom the ei^; infisitely-gvander -and ^more iaia^ 
Testing t^n 'St. Panl-s ftom Batt£»s«a Rise* f 
ireBMmber ^notMngof the eort «qual te lt,'ex<eepttiie iMt 
tDf LiKCOXK caHiedral. As you c€»ie out of ^^m eiiy^ 
^tt see the very -pretty and eonvenieat port ef CEita^ 
about a mile and a half away to the right j ^e Firth 
Df Forth is before you; the bemittful coualy of <FtiS 
ion the tyther side of that; ^nd the Highlaeds miag 
tip in the distant view. JFust at coming kik» tiie 
Country, lonng fl%ht of the water, you get ^iato |hs 
■estate of Lord 'Hoseberry, -vrhish is oae >ef the 
estates of Scotland. It has everything ; iae 4Ms^ 
pastures, fine woods, immense tracks of beaa^&l tuwilps^ 
istack-yards with a hundred stacks tn ee^^ *a^, fae » w i e¥SS^ 
Tendered monmfal to me bythe sight of 'the thwafe hig w i' 
chine and of the heggarly barrack, in which are moomed-te 
1h« on oats, bai%, peas, and potatoes, thoie vMtemi wkoam 



mm «teMJ^» «Qrt^mif»9, ^mt hmi^ jdaM^ nor Ao«bi 4f 
Afte* jnft mm^ i}m top of ^LosA B&sft«RA«ar*«ih«HM^ 

^ak'Ieaf« f>i om irienda, tad sailed aoinasllie Exaxa, » 
# Ift^ JHWt» «iittcU teak ss Q«er ia .«boiit .lea nainutoi^ 
«tt0i8g ike meulb of tth« 'Fkth away lo ourri^t, mad 
#a«tBf ifoar faage ^io^qf-war lying ia ordiBaisr ojioiit.a 
^ila upto our hiu Jq tbat dincliAay.toQyWiiriftw thegraai 
ipanasloQ of Lonl HdPSTOUN,ia a very beautiful aLtoatiaB^ 
ilka i«eU* wooded .fiaa-ky fiocDuog part of hi^ inuaaofla'eBtala^ 
^biG|Kia«>Uiey<aay,Aaiitb6ri}f:^eififlastiaSa6daad« These 
lMwi!^Mi#a0 do j^ »WQ^ with nij iuma ideas of See^ 
|aad«4beiigk I Imm Ibat tbera wait some varffiae^uiia 
flttd <plaa«B in Jfais c^nl^^ hoi it Is «ai|r baeiaes^ truifr Ca 
|baoriji^;tbait!wUbh I have j«ea»^yi8f jns «tgard «rfaatenir 
to what I formerly thougbt iipea tfiaiattbjefit. 
, F«aiii.the NoftTii FA&ii.y to J)vwm»^uiJi»:x,^t\mrsaan* 
ti^r^ wbioh bela»)g«» T am tekl« iftdafiyio laed IloftAY., and 
Ibm Iwrthar on te Xoisd ELQtUi, and is in tbe aauaty of 
^^«B> ifi^aead^lewd ; fthpJaod.aQt a^^gyiod suftitbai ia E^t^w 
and MdD-Lo^MhAW.^h^i^Allv^ryi^ia^.; tbe.farais.la^.af 
I»efore4 the ttiraiprfielda «prodigiQ»«$ aad <iiai&jrml^ guod 
Jbtyood ideiariptionj this beiog tb^ Q^uo^ry fcr ti)faips» 
Moaaee tha ^iiY tineTar deslniys tbaia «aa U does in (Ba^ 
laad $ iwbiab^ imhim 4hty hear U, ^1 loahae English famiw 
MB«B }|o weadsr tlhat Jiha orops ace so taaiformly ipood. 

Aaiirc«»ifi|»iKa, iKhkb is iiiowa j^laea fei* the ataaii» 
iiatary ti tabtef^ololha laad ilaya-ao«eBi» ;aoniains abtai 
jHiirf«efiri9ui4eeaf^bansaiadikhabitaAts, and ifi» like all ofehiw 
laaaiiCaeAiiiiBg places, maia Tabandacl ia^anall aad naaa 
iM»usas tibaa in haiases cof jk dl&raot daio^plioo. Ji is^ 
9i»rarthekfls«^Ai8aDd«olid4aini^i0^ is^ r«iura oae oianrikr 
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to Parliament, who is, they say, quite wortby of its sensible 
Bnd spirited inhabitants, a good portion of whom, in spit^ df 4 
dieadful alarm about the cholera morbus, attended in a cfaap^, 
tnm the pulpit of which I harangued them on the necessity 
of driving out at the door, or tossing out of thlB window, any 
candidate, who, offering himself as their representative^ 
should have the audacity to tell them, that it was beneath 
him to pledge himself to do that which they wanted him to 
do for them. After the harangue, I spent a most pleasant 
evening (which I made too long) amongst these intelligent 
and zealous men of Dunfermline, and promised to send 
them a small collection of my books for the use of their 
Political Union ; which I shall do as soon as I get home. 

This town is celebrated for the abbey that formerly was 
here, and has been the burial-place of several of the ScottSsh 
kings, particularly of the renowned Robert Bruce, whose 
tomb is just opposite the pulpit in the church, and whose 
names are written, or rather the letters of them are ^n&i 
up, round the spire of this church. 

From Dunfermline, I had engaged to go to Fal« 
KIRK, which, together with other places^ is now to send 
one member to Parliament. We left Dunfermline 
about noon on Tuesday, the 16. of October, had to go 
fourteen miles to Kincardine, a little town on that side 
of the Firth of Forth, and then to cross the ferry to go 
to Falkirk, at a distance of six miles from the ferry. 
The land, upon leaving Dunfermline, appears to be as 
fine as any can be in the world ; the pastures very fine^ 
and also the trees ; the people are within the reach of fish ; 
and there is wanted nothing, apparently, that God himself 
could have given to man except fuel j and that is here gives 
in coals, which may be dug out of every field, and whidi' 
are so cheap as to be hardly worthy of being accounted a 
part of the expense of a family. Yet, in the midst of aft 
this, how fares the man who labours on the land ? What 
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yduur^ of its produce does he enjoy ? . These questions must 
receure their answer.in another address to the chopsticks of 
^he Soijith* 

•f • ■ 

COBBETT'S ADVICE 
(2irD address) 

TO THE CHOPSTICK S 

OF 

Kefit, SusseXf Surrey y Hdmpshirej Wiltshire, Dorsetshire^ 
Berkshire, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire^ Norfolk, 
Suffolk, Essex ; and of all the other Counties in the 
South of England. 

Glasgow, 19. October, 1832. ^ 
My Friends, 

In my former address I described to you how the married 
labourers of Scotland were treated, in what places they 
lived, and what they lived upon: 1 am now going to de- 
scribe to you how the^single men live; I mean the farming 
men, who are what the law calls servants in husbandry. 
I mentioned to you before, that these men are lodged, a 
parcel of them together, in a sort of shed^ and that they are 
never suffered to eat or drink, or even set their foot in the 
farm-house any more than the oxen or the pigs are ; but t 
had not then examined the matter with my own eyes and 
ears, which I now have done ; and I shall, therefore, now 
give you an account of the whole thing, and shall give you 
my advice how to act so as to prevent yourselves or your 
children from ever being brought into the same state. 

On' Tuesday last, the 16th of this month, I went to the 
farm of a Farmer Reid, near the town of Dunfermline; 
The land is as fine as man ever set his eyes on, having on it 
some of the finest turnips that you ever saw; and ther^ 
being in the stack-yard about three-score stacks^ perhaps^ 
each containing from fifteen to twenty quarters of corn ; fine 
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fnutures. I told jou before, ibttt -lhe*8lnf|fle 'm^n^UnrM'hitL 
sort of shed, which is here called a ^' boothie f* tnifi ^ 
farmer upon this farm living near a town, and beibg said to 
use his people ratlier letter than flie4M»inon run, I wished 
to see with my own ei^es the ^\bi»tillie *' upon this farm and 
the men in it 

The custom here is for men to plough with a pair of 
borses ; to go out at daylight ; c^me in at twelve4>*cIoG]^y 
And stay in till two; then go out again and plotightill 
Bight; and I have seen many of them at ptaugh till sun- 
set. Coke of Noifolk brought this practice >from Scotland 
to Norfolk; and it has spread -over a good part df England. 
It is a very bad practice, though I adopted it for somertim^ 
und, I found it no advantage to me, while it was a great 
slavery both to the horses and the men* 

I went to the *' bootkie** between twelve and one o'docl^ 
in order that I might find the men at home, and see what 
they bad for their dinner. I found the "ioa/Aic*" to be a 
ahed, with a. fire-place in it to burn coals in, with one d.ooi^ 
Kay, and one little window* The floor was the ground. 
There were three wooden bedsteads, nailed together like the 
births in a baxrack-room, with boards for the bottom of»then]u 
!rhe bedding seemed to be very coarse sheeting with coarse 
woollen things at the top.; and alLseemed to be such as 
similar things must be where thece is nobody but men to 
look after them. There weie six mei^ all at homej one 
sitting upon a stools .four upon the sides of the births, and 
pae standing talkii^ig to me. Though it was Mondf^, their 
beards, especially of two of them, appeared to bensome days 
old* There were teji or twelve bushels of ':Coals lyinjg ina 
beey> in one cornex of the place, which was, as nearly as I 
could guess, about jsixiteen or eighteen feet square. There 
iwas no back-door to the place, and no privy. There were 
some loose potatoes lying under one of the births. 
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tmr^j;^ W<9ig^ 9^ 4ie^ ^iQ£l|) farmjog pen are about t^o 
[^QI9ndb» a j^ar, or jiot q\ilte four sl^Uljiqgs |t week. Then, 
^^ lUTje fmiii;k4 iv;pyi^<¥i8 JA Jthp iqili^wkif oianaer : each ha^ 
filfmfii hiff^tm) feck^sd coaxte i^a^pa^al j^* y^^^K ^nd three 
**jp?A^pii^"»of J»itk a 4?^j J?tnd % " choppin' is, I believe^ 
tgu^ tf^ t^ f^fsJdsh.%w^. Th^ haTe to .use this m^^l^ 
if^ok cn9Q||h^ Ahoi;itt ^ey^^A ;pouBd^ either by mi^iD|; it 
^thivild li^atj&r or with hsxt} they j)ut.ftQm^ of it into f, 
\f^\, pour lameJboi^i^ \vater upoja it, thcua ^jr ,it about an^ 
€^ut ; and thegr i^l ihi3 .B&QSJB ; 9Ai you will he sure to 
ji^gifi^ber that «ame. Wheu they use iniUc with the meal, 
tJuBy4^8eit io the^saroe .way .that ;they do the wa^^er. J saw 
c^me oX the hrpse mi^ifid up ready to e^tj and this is by no 
means hA^ fttulf, only there ou^ht tp he half-a-pound of 
good .n;^at ip eat alonj; with it. The Americans make 
^^broae" of tbe<CQC|;i-meal ; but» t^en, they make their brose 
ic.^h4nilk jofit^d pf water, and they send it down their 
thcoats^id company Miith buttered beef-steaks. And if here 
was Aome bacon .along with the bro^, I should think the 
hrpise very jtropc^r ; .bec^.use, in this country,,oats are more 
easily grown in some parts than the wheat is. These men 
were^not trouhkd with cookiQg ut^exuils. They had a large 
iron aauc^anw^nd .five or six ^brose-bowls ; and are never 
troubled with those clattering things^ kuives, forks, plates^ 
vinegar-cruets, .salt-cellar$> pepper-boxes^ mustard-pots, 
table-cloths, or tables. 

Now, I, shall not.atten)pt any general description of this 
treatment of^thotie who mak^iill the crops to come ; but I 
^vise yoji.to foot well, at ^tj and I recommend to you to 
dp .eveiy thing within your power that it is lawful for you to 
dQ,in order to show your hatred of, and to cause to suffer^ 
ao^jone that sh^ll attempt to reduce you to this state. The 
iJKVtfd^and ,the .milk itre |iot worth more than eighteen-pence 
a week; .the /»bed is worth Aothing; and here are these 
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meo, who work for so many hours io a day, who are ab^ 
laborious, so obedient, so civil, so honest, and amongst tilt 
best people in the world, receiving for a whole week lesa< 
than an American labourer receives for one day's work b«| 
half so hard as the work of these men. This shed is stock 
lip generally away from the farm-yard, which is sumrandeft 
with good buildings, in which the cattle are lodged quite ui 
well as these men, and in which young pigs are fed a gzeitf 
deal better. There were three sacks of meal standing in 
this shed, just as you see them standing in our &tm4 
Louses filled with barley-meal for the feeding of pigs. Tfae^ 
farm-house^ stamding on one side of the yard, is always U> 
sort of gentleman's house, in which there are several maidr 
to wait upon the gentleman and lady, and a boy to wa^ 
upon them too. There is, generally, a BAILIFF upon 
these farms, who is very often a relation of the farmer ; and^*. 
if he be a single man, he has either a small '' booihie** to 
bimsdf, or a place boarded off in a larger ** bootkie ;" and he 
is a sort of a sergeant or corporal over the common men, who 
are continually under his eye day and night ; and who being 
firmly bound for the year, cannot quit their service till the 
year be out. 

It is from this source that the *' agricultural gentlemen^ 
as they call themselves, in Ei^land^ have been supplied wi(ik 
Scotch Bailiffs, who are so justly detested by you. The 
Scotch land-owners, who suck up and carry away almost 
the whole produce of the earth, have told the English land- 
owners how they manage the matter here. The English 
fellows find that they can get nobody in England to treat 
men in such a way, and, therefore, they bring them up from 
Scotland, and they pick out the hardest and most cruet 
feUows that they can find in Scotland ; so that we have not, 
by any means, a fair specimen, even of Scotch bailifis; 
because nineteen twentieths of them would not do the 
savage thbgs which the English tyrants want them to dOt 
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Well enoogb may jovt conpiun of Scotcli bftiUffii; and, 
wherever you find one, you always find the employer to be 
% grinding, hard-hearted man, and I adrae you to hare 
fear eye upon every man who hae a Scotch baiM ; for^ you 
aiay be very sare, that hie intention is to bring you down to 
4ie shed and to the brose; to prevent you from ever seeing 
knife or fork, or bread again, and to have you conndered as 
lieing nothing better than the catde. 

I shall address' aiiother paper to you before I leave 
Scotland ; and in the meanwhile it is right to tell you that 
eveiy good man in this country (and the &r greater portion 
of^em are very good men) detest these agricultural tyrants 
ae much as you and I do. The tyrants take the produce of 
A» land and carry it all away, and treat worse than horses 
aad dogs those who make the produce to come. When a 
labouring man offends one of these tyrai^, he is doomed to 
starve, or to get away oui of the country $ and the poor 
creatures go away from some of the richest lands in the 
world, and get into England to b^; and then they are sent 
back again as vagrants. And this, my friends, is the state 
to which it has been attempted to reduce the labourers of 
England. Have your eyes open ; be resolved to maintain 
all your rights; be resolute in it; and then you will not 
only preserve yourselves from this horrible degradation ; but 
yea will rescue from it your oppressed fellew-suljects and 
brethren, the labourers of Scotland. 

I am your faithful friend, 

Wm. COBBETT. 

IHrecting (as I hereby do) my printers te print off, in the 
same manner as directed last week, ten thousand copies of 
this address to the chopsticks with price a penny at the 
bottom of each, and with intimating to my readers that, by 
application at Bolt-court, they may have them at five 
shillings f<^ a hundred, or fifty for three shillings ; with 
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Craw BvwtfNi»LiK£to FA^iiKiaK ;4iielHUi<m>ilb.Mli^ 
<if^Ae load ^^jrtWitB ^y fiac. We do«(at,i£Nr4i0^ra«d t3% 
«ee the Fi««wof F««'SHs4»«t«ik«ot^bni^iaiiid^^ lEkf 
iioiBB'sre ^inepf^aei tiOTiip8iewipii«wgtyiaa;J<By ■wnt^ 
jrowe -of 4reM $bj.4lie mim^ HnB-iwd f tte tettv ijpiTOW 
«Hi4 imfb «dl VAgr ; ts jwauriW ia j w nnt i ^ i^m jAto? 
getber (abating only tbe^muit 4( iBMie^owiiiwuril ifiiilHirfjili 
Mlde gar^toii»X » <I ^^r ^"^cQ^ tfiiimgli i« idipy.iifi9» <^ 
ibttr vr-fiw miks in>» 9u«;F&»ttijmft«» OMietMMlMt 
HFilage called 3>oa v-Bi2^Rir,, ^iboqaafcinvBWMBaldwmiiyiiia 
up^etaixe ; «n '^e biaildkigi ^xtrendir m^ imi $mms 4i^ 
^el^ake 441]afe d« tfaatatfeaygrie >a statei)^ 
«f the ilMaaee beiag «i«|Rl9r> «nd jnaar 2«f Aam ^MaB#Uii|| 
4mmi, Tbb^la§ey*9ve perceiaeiBB^aaQeia8<MB«ii|u«fc jil, hit 
^been ifmacipally ^oeaated i>y -tbe £iliifig*; iar^Jmnim^Std 
iHir«ekv«6, «rirti :tiie .Fx3tT« of FoaTfa dbae tsiiMim )lyr iHiR 
yft, and've aee little 4K>iiees>bB»e emd then iiU Blaagrthii 
4B^ei>e. A littfe &fllh«r xn «R^e»8ee 4km weada <a£ fiif^i^MMi 
deirn'to our 1^ neiyrilhe «ater rand *upoii ithe lead ^fvihtf 
iwe :«ffe> «N9B emDe Ao «. tnanaka, rtakl fMtlf 4>lllo^ ^eatiad. 
IPen^. Here law ate ^tttaggameogst^M ^Eaaeds ; lor tianl 
«etideB*Sir Jqhst EnaBKiNE, Inrslber .and aneeaffortof Sfes 
Jiymes EfMi&i37« (and awt^ar Wa^u^kM m i ilhaagl# 
«fao Mn^ (dead, mod «i»oeadedbgr ^biaJmtber jI^j^k* afl4 
which Sir James was hmdmid^No. i« ofiaurl^^.^Uwil^ 
Paget^ who, aa ;the nmnupmffm told us, and as the courts 
decided,jhad J(o.'^.'in Sir George Murray, who is nov 
canrassing for a seat in Perthshire, just over the hills to 
«ttr ffighti The oe«aqpaf«i«,:ttf]d tiie««ai4s^iQqb i Wf^ %|tTe 
b^rad her lad^hip; and da that oaial<riiail hs^iaiApilai^. 
^fMppf^iS-tht mUk afead taie jto jbmwtm ^ jaead !m$f >lte 
ivofld « eoaaradieliaa *mth?aagatdito-lhiftiaflEiHri4»r j iiaiHi 
laag MttaipartiaiilardatenMt ia theuaftdaiirf )i^ M#ill^ 
^ho feyito make one ofsthefmnrck^f jaJtiaad 9t Qu]i«Da«i* 



curg^ ^*nmuBgit*iio*wwrt' fcnajnating *0f<ril'tli0 iwMut/dttg 
creatures in this world ;' bcsiies ^iMehy Mw %, in *mm^ 
fwpMtS) *% pdviB 1itf9Qghi|^ "ti Ae 'peiopjb t ind 4 ^ tiot 
ffifikthe*woMe4»f*itty«Mf ^ar'Mag-aimt of Hiwn l hd l d tr4« 
m^ wuwUke fins, illy'Iiord^k>t«iiarfrBtiM94o-flay,'^^iNg| 
'^tt uttn nii^ *eitt nrntton^tfll he^beeaiiie a^tfbeep.'*' And « 
l it lj uiaj r «Kt*tama'tffl 'Oxe beeones tanes, Ti oif wir 'ium^ 
utf^Bg "lAie may %e "oa 'Ihe ii^iiliMe. 'TUIb fas^inHipg 
cnMtQTe/tlioa^'ilie daajj^ftoi "UFfiie^Biefl^CFsmiRiGS) "asA 
tteHnter tif -Ifae Mai f i is of ikftGHnwRiif htA oaepeaiiMi 
gltea her^Wl^^sfae^was anmafleOy^aiid'aiiotlier at^her-nafs* 
iiage to ^Sir ffAiras ^asicnrz. 4ttd Vxtrdiett, when^ia 
was airony patriot, aod wAien%e was teacBinipw^'lhc ocess- 
8^f <^ ** teaf log "Ihe leaves^out t>f ^e accursed Med ^o^f 
t^ifli just -asnnnSb aeiH aslie^s now ' p raisltig <be Ktag^aaA 
Ae'Qaeeti, aod'ttrghig fhepeojSIe of 9aTH -to^^leotifc ^laee* 
man ii^o*was trarsed ion siiecufe'papy *«0edvevertotnnit*fes 
mention Ibe particifbr case -of ourf asciaatinglmdy ^Lovf sa , 
thoo^ *he niigfat^s^wdfl fa?e m e ntio ne t l Laidy #tniAKa 
Rat> whom little BAircBOy tltis eoHeagoe^ tet <mee'%pewer 
attft ri^fat *Hononnkittle priry-eounsetlor) led "^ *^ie ifhar'a 
Htde ^iiHe 'Vgo Trom Hie pension^iisty * where "tfhe 'had Hbeea 
stidlting fat tufctfty-vwt ywrs tti "ffte ^cast^ ^aagh 4he 
dattghter df one umrquis^ and the nrter m iinotfier. ¥'aitii^ 
she may 4>e -siidktng on the ^wasion^st yet, ^Mrattythiag 
Ihat I know to fee co nt iar y *! 'Btft^we wiH'kaow^llabeiiC 
etna ^hy-antt'^by: we *wRl %8fe bn^ ^Lord Al'tsohvIs 
reasons for heaping money upon these ladies, while Ihosa 
who f Ul the land live upon '■' hrose, ** -and wUle those who 
malcethe dlothing 'haTe^not^hdlf lenoa^h tD«at. Aye, and 
we wni pift IMidy BoRi>CTT*totiie'Mfc, tee. ^We «^'see 
trhether he will help to tear the leavasoat <tf^th»"<ce a raed 
Med Bool: ; ** Whether lie ^Ml h^ to anfleafDurtoyw d aoa 
■a much xH ^m eqintriUe al^asmeflt 'as *iih^ indaiee Aa 
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) 

Imwier privy-ooanaellor to give u» bide the ancNiiit of 4it 
lecemagAofjAdy Juliana. ; > : ^^} 

Qukti&g Tort, wbich is a rerf pratty piece,. vjnt^comafA 
little farther on, to the very beautiful houee and pwrkof ^^ 
Robert Prestok, who is now the owner .of Cui.ro«S| 
which lief away to our left on the side of a very bftfiwtifal 
bjMid in t|)e Firth of Forth, in a little detached part of tfan 
great county of Perth, and divided from it by the. small 
c^nty of Clackm ANNAN, from the chief town of whk^ 
Lord Erskine took his title. Cu|.|to$s is i^ very beiMt; 
tiful spot. Rising up and bending round by the side of .tijij 
vater. As beautiful a place as any to ^be found about, Ijbg 
lile of, Wight or the Southampton Water. It was Iiht 
possible for me to see it without thinking of the New* 
Forest, Netley-Abbet woods, and particularly of that 
HoLLT-HiLL at which once resided that Lord Cochrani^, 
who was born at this.CuLRoss, it then being the estate of 
his father; and to reflect on whose treatment always fills n^ 
with indignation inexpressible, knowing as I did, and as ^ 
do, that, even if the thing imputed to him had been a crimci 
be was innocent of that crime ; and remembering, as I do^ 
all the base ooeans that were used to render him de^icable 
in the eyes of the people, whom he had served in Parlla^ 
ment with more zeal and fidelity than any maa that I have 
ever known, my Lord Radnor only excepted; and who 
was more capable and more disinterestedly disposed to serve 
his country in arms, than any man that I have ever known 
in my life. , 

fiefore we get to Kincardine, where we are to cross a( 
the ferry^ we go over about a mile or so of poor hei^y 
ground, thousands upon thousands of acres the like of which 
liny one may see in niy native Qounty of Surrey. Here, a 
few miles to our right, we see the Ochill hills, run* 
mqg along from east to west, and dividing the county 



GLASGOW. 137 

of Fife from the county of Perth. These hiHs are not 
mdled HiffhkmdSf though they are very lofty. As we ap^ 
proach Kincardike, the view is by far the inest that I 
ever beheld. We are in the midst of beaatifal land on each 
side of us ; the hilh before-mentioned continue rising to our 
right r on our left we have the Firth of Forth, and then 
the fine level lands between that and Falkirk, and at the 
back of those rising up the very high hilts which divide the 
connty of Edinburgh from those of Peebles and 
Lanark ; while, a little to our right and in our front, the 
Firth of Forth takes another beautiful bend, with flat lands 
dn the side of it; then come hills rising one above another, 
tad behind those, we see^ at a distance, perhaps firom twenty 
to fifty miles, the tops of the Highlands called the Ben* 
CHOCAN, Ben-Liddi, Craig-Benyon (all of them 
tonical mountains of a prodigious height) ; and, lastly, the 
tip of the '* lof^y Ben-Lomond" itself, which really seems 
to touch the sky ; which has been the subject of so many 
sonnets and so many songs, and the syllables composing the 
name of which are as sweet and as sonorous as the mountain 
Itself is majestic. Very near to the little town of Kincar- 
1>INE, where the ferry is, is a very fine house, built by 
Lord Keith, looking down into the Firth of Forth. We 
crossed the ferry in five minutes ; and, getting into a post* 
chaise which met us by appointment, we proceeded to Fal- 
kirk over a level country, called the carse of Falkirk, 
just like the Fens of Cambridgeshire and Lincolnshire; and, 
apparently, producing, like them, everlasting crops of wheat 
and of beans. Here they dig coals everywhere ; and close 
by Falkirk there is the &mous Carron iron-foundery. 
Before we get there, there is a country-house, on our right, 
called KiNNAiRD House, which was the place of residence 
of the famous traveller, Mr. Bruce; and, tothehonout 
of the people here, they seem to reverence the place on that 
account. The Carron works, prodigious as they are, 
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lwlttnkIlyMi^« iiumQrou8iWoikiiig<pof)iikibft:afa>iiltlitait 
aad htBe is Aioh a poptdatjon, dybring ia «o -fiMterifti.«t» 
#pQCt ffOttlihiiie of tbe manttfacturiog towiiBtif haaewMnff 
SMCwdAm, aad Yatkalinre. 

Bef6» we jgtA into Falkxric, we eroiMd th« iBModai 
eaaal which coaneets the watets of the Ati^wtic waft 
these of the Germak Oc&ait, comiog^ut^if ihe FifUnff 
Fdrtjq, and ending, as we -ehaTl hy^nd«4>y aee, in A* 
Cz^YDS) between Qreritock and Gxasg^v« The nsaaMr 
in which a thing se appaFently wonderfid hastbeea^Sefitedi 
H^Aer jny teste ner my time wHl <indiKse nw to e nfan^ ei ff 
to describe: it is sufficient for me tohn^w lliat the^^tMni 
is> and suffeieoi ibr the £ur greater part of «iyifmtein<tt 
knew, thatj by the meanr of this Qanalj^^oods, of.awjr snrigh^ 
lnre .much more aeisily-sent from GRfieKoois: ftnll QhAwmm 
to EpiK'Bu^aii, jthan ^ffam Lojip^k .to SfJitM^mf -eir^ 

At Falkirk, my friends {BaoirisKfr^M and Vefn fBov* 
74Ut wUl say thsit '' they aia /eofc," bit -it jsiAa ¥MS 
tto we have to do with) rang ^he chmr^ hi^ iaJmmm 
of my imvalt and itefeiv^i me with a heaitj-duant .^l tkf 
4eor of ths hotel. Naw, stop a bit* Is it not wineth ^mhiir 
foe Lord iQmB.Y <to -think n little about 'this, And tlo'-lwi 
Jigaia tothat whieh I more pariioulariy ndd^ess |e Mm in 
jthe early .part of this artisk ? As to gabbling, bm-i^iimA 
feelosofinng BA^U0^HAlhf nnd hiscf^m; as to popr^tofiit 
tIdagsUke the plowman and the brewer pa^^^oonseilacis 
|k8 to-^8eH»reata«efi,«ho knoMi^ that theymn^t^he unlhiiip 
if my doctrines and my.propositioi^piievail; as to tfaesa osa nf 
.tiues, aH the addresses .^presefited to me ; jaU the hiEmoum 
yM^ widch I haf^ been leceived^ by tho^iands npott-thnu* 
^ndsi»>^ whom I (Imew not aiBingle :9eul; tall ^e'^ie^^rf 
4»Baey <mofie than ^xty pnvtpds a niihA)?paid lort^Mg^ 
APtdawd me U ihe Omatfe, 'e«sn at Eitinbmth. AJI^heiQ, 
and all the^e^ whioh I hai^ «till to.i:ek%e ^to iki»M9$ 



a my. .deetfiM* ^pravdyi, ^hegr lOniit either ^ 4o jtnko tb« 
inoBQl or bkdc aboes, thegr vUl ihink>of nothtog 4niI of 
«M»B8.t«hbh ihay tbiak caloukted tO'Coiinter««l one; Jtb^ 
viiU.dw raokkig Ibeir AUtfHd ekulb ^r tndcs Aod oonilii* 
««a«BBm beoMTfiedon io coajiiiiclion wiib, and bgr .the 
liMifimieiitaUty of, an A oNatinres as tbe Potteas anil B ax^* 
9&& and SnuTTLmroRTH and UiexreompaabnitboJfifsh 
oiauatdiank.; tbroagb tte JSMaof of which veny idoAliiat 
«ap4UtB» thay hava now Isean aendiog pmnpkkU (begmng 
timmmme nfiheir mounitbimk o^mpmnion) to Atnr ^c^rr^m 
lyimrianli in JSi>iNav«aii, faXKiRK, Gllasoow^ Pais^ 
9»ir, ^aad GasEnocjc ; ibasa {lainpblato paiatingont pmn 
liddarigr my imUnga (wAen / umm in VuitAikjRUFHiA) 
•jninnr MixiM and fba-nthar .^S^ratab 'refoimav who wait 
tnwapactad S]^ Pxrar and Di^KHAa;; the ctufiiil JEW* 
CMM md JBAsevfift and ^StaunuuEnrQiiurK, not isaMH 
iag Ha iKdc .it {fK>i^le *th&t vlhoia wrkiii^ nra anwn* 
WMJ I thirty ^Mftra 20U4 ifaat I ana rtben xml^ 'tiMtty ya«ni 
oM imfiwlf, or Aaiaaboiili:; tboit I waa 'theii .U«ing in .# 
ftMiitiy wlMsartta att^mdanifiaiit J^renei 4iafty prawai 
MsTHt saad :laa ann^fMniom; and that ribttt ^waa anfingh* 
md «iighl 4o ^aiRa hats aaoogfa ibr me* who waa an 
JB^UshmanytLwi nho .hnaw jiotiikif at^idl abonft the merita 
agv dcaaM it P iif JAatit and lua akffaar ; tbe vtilfar and nob 
aaH af Manobaitar aot^Meaaingilo think it.pQa8]bla thatth* 
&Mtcb. •had .dtaaeiMieBt anangb fta peraake /tbaoe thinci^S 
jOlilheaa wcmb, 'ihaficraoaYTa, TfiaM«aM/&, the H^iw 
A<a?ftniii 4be PoTT«»s» and the Jihe, taot fiwgattiAg S£iiU 
fGBAMX WiliDS^mdihiaOiaaitberJadg^ Djmii^AM^ ^vhoaa 
Ba(pbita^ihe caaetof f^ionnar B0ar»g laad poor^QoMCy.and 
incdw eaaataf Iha j^ofJEajfyf itt^f iai^!poaiihly9Hit^be.«e<* 
joenharedj .ihai adl4haie«¥amin ^loiildaae »o two ^p a al $i 
fiaanpaibaiB >aaantyar or ^thar ^u^plaiaaMk, lupifana 1 isnn the 
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put down, and that they shouM entertain'tlie hof>e c^ an* 
compUtfaing tfae thing ; seeing that their atupidity is vqafel 
to their spite, is of no more consequence to the ptihiic,'lAi«li 
it is whether I crush a parcel of cockroaches with nay §90% 
or sweep them into a fire with a broom ; hot, what ih» tiewl 
and EXPECTATIONS of my Lord Gret aie, wkh n^ 
gard to this matter, is of tremendous consequent H lit 
whole nation^ and particularly to my Lord Qrey himstdf. 
I shall return to this matter by-and-by, wiien T ba^ 
proceeded further with the account of niy tour. At Pa£4 
KIRK I lectured from the pulpit of a obapel^ as I had ilonft 
at the town of Dukfermltke; spent a very pleasant 
evening in a company of the most respectable tradesmen ef 
tiie town, with whom I sat up so much beyond my vamA 
hour, that I had not time to breakfast bef(«e I came ofFat 
eight o'dock in the morning, when I departed amidst Ai 
cordial farewells of very numerous friends. At first, thcr Jat 
land continues for a mile or two, on our way from ¥a& 
KIRK to Glasgow ; but soon after we get upon high bmii 
•The English reader will take care not to confoand kiigh^ 
lands with Highlands. The former are like HAMPffi?EAn 
and HiGHGATE, and Epsom downs, compared widi-^he 
lands approaching the Thames; but the Highlands m 
chains or groups of mountains in variety of £:>rms and of 
heights, such as the imagination can never form to itseifi: 
they are rockSy the base of some of which is many milei 
across, and the points and edges of which, whett taot 
actually lost in the clouds, seem to touch the sky. This 
distinction my readers will be so good as to bear in mind; 
We were now, then, upon some of this high land ; aaid, 
with the exception of the little bit which I mentioned In 
Berwickshire, and the still smaller bit in FirRSHiac^ I 
now, for the first time, saw poor land in Scotland. H«a<e k 
is generally a sour clay. The ground is too high, and too 
cold for oaks ; and, as no other trees like clay, eveiydang of 
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t^ tree kind U scrubby. In some places there is peat. In 
me part of the journey, we passed by Bokny^Muir, which 
miAaiis pjretty<^niQgr; on an .accusation for designing to as- 
fmfthle a rebel aroay on which, the Scotch reformen sufr 
fend so cruelly in 1820, when, as was. then said, the in* 
fi^ous spies were so numerous, that every man looked upon 
•rery other. man as a spy, unless, he personally knew him# 
llieBe *' paternar' exploits of the THING, in the exposing 
irf which, and in defending the Scotch re&rmers^ / only was 
heard, was forgotten by the shuffling fellows at the Three 
OoUen Balls at Manchester, but it was not forgotten by. the 
good peo{de in Scotland ; and particularly by the reformerf 
ia Glasgow, who sent me. a written vote.of thanks in 1820, 
sad who now, joined by nine -tenths of the whole commu? 
mty, hare been showii^ their gratitude to me in person. 
;AAd,' do those muckworm creatures, the Potters, the 
grubbing Tadc aster fellows, imagine that, merely with 
dbeir promises to pay printed upon bits of paper, and with 
tbeir three golden balls; and do cackling Shuttleworth 
luid pompous Baxter and full-blooded Yankee Dyer; 
4o they imagine, that they, with the aid of a mere real 
T9l0untebank player, coming piping hot from the caldron of 
Sergeant WILDE, being the fellow-labourer of << our 
Cimrley *' in London : do they imagine, are they such com-* 
pilete brute beasts as to imagine, that they could peniuade, 
sot the Scotch people^ (for the thought would be worthy of 
death 1) but even one single half-dozen of Scotch plough- 
men, or. Scotch weavers! If I, where in the Court of 
King a Bench, and haying the group of Whig Ministers 
before me, stpod in need of all my contempt to relieve me 
from the danger of suffocation at the thought of running 
atony front the ''Greys and the Broughams an4 the 
Lambs ^nd the Russells;" what, oh God I what am I to 
^ad in need of to prevent me from expiring at the thought 
of bmg checked for one moment in my course by such 
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Busty cre^Dg tliings^ as tKe FoTTEits and^ the SflUTTtie* 
ifORTHs and the Baxters !' 

"We came bj tlie 8tage<-€oack; and iir tfie^ ceteh^ iBeitt 
irere three rerysenstblis and' polite geotltoeDi one (d wlkna^ 
a very nice yotiDg man, was* a hop^merehanfcwid wiiie*raef^ 
cha&t; and as, somehovr or another, he began ^ aay^ aone^ 
thing about hops, T took an oppofttinity oF showing oflT my 
at-onee-extensive and minute knowledge' of the sul^eety 
ffom the planting of the plant to the bagging and selling sf 
the hops; naming particular plliees emln^it for the^ gfowUl 
of the article. By-andohy, the gentlemen begau tx^ talK 
politics ; from participating in which I carefully aiistaiiiedy 
sitting as silent and looking as deamre, as ^e eoimtiy 
people say, as girls who have made a i^ in f^mr time da 
at a christening, there being- a Babf^ in the case in both ia*^ 
stances. Bat^ by-and-by, the conversation hegaa to tina 
upon myself, and I thought it: neeessafy to take the eilrlieit 
Opportunity to apprise the gentlemen of my identity ; and 
the hop-merchant having said, ^* I should like to hear him 
speak,'' I said, yon do hear him now, ^r: an expteiiallott 
took place, of course 5 and, whatever might be tiie senti« 
ments of any one of the three, all was very pleaaattt. The 
hop-merchant then came hack to our old^ subject, e xpf e ssi ag 
Bis astonishment that |, who had been seconstiaBtly engaged 
in pursuits of a quite different nature, should understand $a 
minuteVy every little circumstance belonging to the raieinf 
and harvesting and curing and vending of hop» ; an Mi^ 
nishment which was, doubtless, remofed when r told faimy 
that the first work that lever did in my life, watt^ tie the 
hop*shoots immd' the bottom of the poles with rushes? and 
t%at even a^ soon as I could stand upon my feet, those feet 
used to help to trample the rushes, spread upon the fioorfbr 
the purpose, in order to make them plmnt to de witb» 
Seeing that I had thus begun at the very bottom of the 
business, his wonder must have ceased that I understood » 
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mbcb i^ut hopHi After stiowiiig bim, thftt^ if the infernal 
duty urero- taken off, which co$ts marB in the coUectiom 
dmn itg gfas» amouot; after showing^ him the- meoBUmia 
^ect of this hinderance of the fjift of God coming to our 
ImmkIs ; after making it clear to him that the brewers of 
EpiU'duitGH ale iirould have for nine'-pence, instead of 
liiree shillings^ the hbps which tbey now use^ if this mon^ 
sfarone piece of foolery on the part of the Goveram<»nt wem 
put an end to; after this I bragged a little abont having been 
born in the parish of Farniiam, which produces the best 
Ilops in the universe, feeling bold, seeiog-.that no Kentish^ or 
Sussex, or Worcestershire man was present. For, there is s 
tenderness upon thift subject^ which scarcely fails short of 
that when a yousg lady of i<)rtune is the objeot of riralship^ 
My unanuensis, who is a Sussex- mao, was, to my peifeet 
convenience, on the outside of the coach; or^ it is rerf 
likely that I should have been* less &rward to indulge in this 
Httle inslattte of human vanity. I promised' this young 
gentleman, titut when he came to London, I weuld'takeMmf 
dbwfl and show him the plantiiitions and the people in my 
o^untry, which> I told him, was very beautiful, and wheva 
be would see hop-works in their highest perfection. If he 
should see this, Ibereby repeat my invitation, just observing, 
thkt it will be as wetl, if, while he is there) he does>nets«y 
anything to ex^te a suspicion In the minds of the people 
that he thinks that it is possible thut there may be hepfipin 
t»me part or other of the woiid equal to the *♦ FA^tmiA M*/* 
@iiardiag against this, I will warrHilt him a mdst cordifidi 
reception. 

tVhen w«Kget t& GiiASGoir, we alighted at ar h^tei ; smi' 
t^ugb I was engaged to take up my quarters at the house^ 
of Mr. DaVI'd BfeLL, Clytifb BuiLDtNGS, as I hwi not' 
bieakfiurted, Ttbereforeset to that work at the iufij withsmf 
l^ss ot time, upon evtrything that is good, but particulariy^ 
Upon a(me^ ttndtr' Beef-steafc»r r thing which I have ntfV^ 
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met with before ia more than one out, of ten beef^telBik jobs 
in my life; and, I may as well stop here to observe, thst 
which I have omitted before, that all the beef that I hayfi 
tasted in Scotland has been excellent. It appears to coae 
from the little oxen which the Highlands send down in sudli 
droves ; and a score of which, please God to give nie life, 
I will have next year in Surrey* I should suppose that these 
Jittle oxen, when well fatted, weigh about twenty score, which 
is about the weight of a Hampshire hog eighteen months or 
two years old. The joints are, of course, small compared 
with the general run of beef in London. A sirloin appesurs 
to be no very great deal larger than a loin of large veal, 
rump and all. The meat is exceedingly fine in the gralo; 
and these little creatures will fat where a Devonshire or 
Lincolnshire ox would half starve. My project is to get a 
score of them, let them run upon the common tjll the corn-. 
tops and blades are fit to cut ; then feed them with them;, 
after that with mangeUwurzel or Swedish turnips, and have 
them fat as butter in the months of March, April, and May. 
I have never seen a piece of pork in Scotland, and there are, 
very few pigs to be seen, though I saw in Berwickshire a 
litter of the half wild breed ; that breed having been brought. 
{rojh the Mediterranean by my Lord Laud£RD ale's son or 
brother. The mutton at Glasgow is chiefly from the 
black-faced Highland sheep ; and, if it have age (four or 
five yeans old), it is exceedingly fine, though the same pains 
are not bestowed in making mutton fat here as are 
bestowed in England ; and the same may be md of the 
beef; and the reader recollects that the Scotch youth, 
who came to me at Kensington, would not eat his 
breakfast that my daughter had prepared for him because 
the beef W£^i '* var}f fot;\ and, really, my rage upon thai 
occasipn would have been less violent, if I had known that 
the general taste of his countrymen was against very ^t 
meat. These little black-faced sheep, which may easily be 
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made as fat as you please, shall some of them march lato 
Surrey, or be carried in a steam-boat; and my Lord 
Holland, who, to my certain knowledge, has been eating 
this mutton these twenty years, ought to have told us the 
secret long ago. I think a flock of these little sheep and a 
droye of these little oxen, are amongst the most pleasing 
sights that I ever beheld. 

So much for the meat of Scotland ; and now I am talking 
about victuals^ let me observe, first, that the wheaten bread, 
of which there is an abundance In all the towns, is just about 
as good as it is in London ; that, besides this, there are oat- 
cakes made very thin, which are very nice things of the 
bread kind, it being understood that I am speaking of such 
as are made in the houses of gentlemen, merchants, and 
persons who do not very rigidly adhere to the saving of 
expense ; for there are some of these cakes which rank with 
the " brose *' mentioned in the former part of this article. 
Then the oatmeal, when ground and dressed in a nice manner, 
is made into porridge, just in the same manner as the Ameri- 
cans make the cornmeal into mush, and it is eaten with milk 
just in the same manner. Every morning but one, while I 
was at Edinburgh, it formed the principal part of my break- 
fast; and I greatly preferred it, and should always prefer 
it, to toasted bread and butter, to muffins, to crumpets, to 
bread and butter, or to hot rolls. This is the living in Scot- 
land, along with plenty of eggs, very fine butter, and either 
Ayrshire or English cheese ; and everywhere you see a suf- 
ficiency of good victuals (including poultry and game); you 
see it without ostentation; you see it without being com- 
pelled to sit whole hours over it; you see everything good, 
and everything sensibly done with regard to the victuals ; 
and as to the drink, just as in England, you always see ten 
.times too much of it ; and I verily believe that I shall be 
the first human being that ever came into Scotland, and 
went out of it again, without tasting wine, spirits, beer, or 

H 
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cider. Everybody drmlu too much;, and. it ia not- jufltl» 
reproach the working people with dFuak6Bne8Sy.if ywi^ wJkm* 
bodily exertions da not tend to^fNTCMroke thirst) setcihem^tllli 
iniscbieroufi example^ by indulging in- d«iak^ uatil balrift 
renders it a sort of necessary o£ life. While all th» woM 
seem aetonished at the wonderful laboia!S<! that I am pH» 
forming now, I feel that I am leading a very lasy-life.^Thii 
ceason is, that I am always sober ; always well (whatever*^ 
fbTTBRS may think of it) ; andy therefore^ alwaye fit taba 
doing, something^ and alwaya wanting to^ be doing 
thing. 

I shall lose sight, of my ^^ toaa*" presently, if I da 
come back to it.. I had scarcely begun my breakfast; tvfafli 
the room was crowded with friends, who/ in- conse^ence ef 
a mistake which I had committed, had gone to another inn 
to receive me. To name individuals in. such a. case woutt 
be- improper, when all wez« equally -entitled tcrmydiaiikgb 
As soon as I was ready Mr. Bell brought a canriagia, 4taA 
took me home to his elegant and pleasantly situated house^ 
in which I now. write ; from which I go to-morrow by tfas 
steam boat to Greenock, and to whiclkl shall xetasn, aftar 
having been at Gk&enock, Paislet, aod Haj<ilxos>; 
and then, in a day or two^ set off to' England by the way of 
Carlisle, stopping a d^y at -Oldham, and anotheit a6 
Manchestea, hunting out the PorrxERS. from their hide 
by way of episode* And now what ^ am I* to say of thit 
Glasgow, which is at once a xity of the gmatest boaiitf^4i 
commercial town, and a. plane- of manttfactuces also yvsft 
great* It is Manchester and Litbrpool in oae (oii>% 
smaller scale) with regard to commerce and manu&etBies; 
but, besides thiS) here is die CUy oi Glasgow^ bulk in u 
style, and beautiful in all ways, very little thoTt of the N«ir 
Town of Edinb-vbgh. The new Exchange k » 
magnificent place ; ' aad« indeed, the^ whole* of the dtj, 
pared te which the plaaiered>-up Regenl«i«r»et ia beggaiiy^ 



sliiaef'.aafik. doaw^ imvddmi^ and efcfytiiiBg^ .b»ipeak.8did 
HQitl^ . wMioiit . a&7' tMltJ for ostoslsitkMiu or dM>Wv IW 
lMAu£ai6taiPiB§^pa»^ ^^ ^^ ^*tt ohimiioyB «mI the toMkey 
M^ftt tte^ast «iid <rf li»^6if|fy and aoaiowhat wqparated fponv 
iit-lAo llukt tihoor ir t«fyrlitiie snmbe'ift Gx.asgo'Iii. Thcr 
airep C&fri» nms doww-thiouji^ tbe citj^ aad shi^ como' 
v^^aad fiiB bjT tlio vfhmh for tke- bettiMr part of » nile. 
O—dfl osi^liorettdEen out oi^ sliippad with tho greateot aia^ 
-poaloiiBot- BigiloF up than- the point to which the shipr 
wiBy theroaUB tkrtrbiidg^ify whfeh croa^tbe Cxypi^ for 
^km€(mv»a»ncA of going quicUy from one side' of dio city to? 
tko^ otlAK*. By the side of ike riyet, above the brtdgesy there 
10 a» piaLco- modostij called GxA3*GOrir*GASi£i7-, containing 
flfebonta huadrod-Eogliek acres of land, which is in very 
ftstt gr^Bi^eward^ and is at aM> timosopen for the oitiaent t(V 
§ti tafoT'their reoreatton. 

. Having thiee lectnres to deliver here, and having en« 
gBigedi to'^ to GasfiK ocK 4he day after the delivery of the 
tfaidiv ^ l^d 00 time t» walk about; but Mr. Be^l- has 
beeit^so good as4o takemeround in a carriage^ that I might 
aot^ go away in a ^ate- ai ignorance with regard to the 
«xt«Atnnd character c^ so important a place. I will give 
ws account of this pleasant ride^- by inserting a paragraph 
flMn the Qla^gow Chronicle of ihts day ; to Mr. PaENTicfi 
1k9 editor of whieh, I take this opportunity of expr^sing my 
best thanks for a series of civiicies, far too* great for me to 
lepi^ in an adequate manner :-~ 

, «*» On Thufsday, Mr. Cobbett, accompi»med by Mr. Bell, in 
** ft^ carriage and pair, visited various. parts of the city. Set- 
'^ tkig ovt from Clyde-buildings, th^ proceeded by Carlton-- 
*^ place, along the Old Bridge, and then westward by the 
^ aorth aide of the river to York^s^eet, up that street to Ar- 
M gyle*8treet> thence to Buehan-street, up St. Vtneent-street, 
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V. Hope-fttreet, and West George Vstreet, round Bljihwood* 
*' square by Montague-place, down Bath-street, from which 
'* M r, Cobbett saw.the shipping in the canal at Port-Duodu. 
^ Proceeding down Buchanan* street by St» Vincent-plscei 
** round George's-square by South Hanover-street, and 
** Ingram-street to the Royal Exchange, where Mr. Cob> 
*^ bett alighted, and walked round the Great Room. Mr. 
" Cobbett expressed much admiration at the splendour of 
'' tlie building, and the elegance and extent of tbe Great 
'' Room. The party then proceeded down Queen-street, 
*' Ai^yle-street, Glassford- street, Ingram>street, Montrdst- 
" street, George's-street, to the University, where Professor 
** Mylne received Mr. Cobbett, and showed him the Ma« 
^' seumj the College, the Paculty-hall, &c., all of which Mr. 
*' Cobbett seemed much pleased with, and laughed heartily 
^* at the prospect of his being elected Lord Rector. From 
** tbe College Mr. Cobbett proceeded up High-street to the 
*^ Royal Infirmary and Cathedral ; from thence down High- 
** street, Saltmarket-street, and drove round the Greeo, 
*' which he admired exceedingly, and calculated by the eye 
'^ that it contained above a hundred acres* Mr. Cobbett 
then visited Messrs. Henry Monteith and Co.'s Turkey 
red dyeing and print works at Rutherglen-bridge, and was 
*^ received by Mr. George Rodger and Mr. Harvie, the 
''managers. Mr. C. seenied much gratified by his visit to 
'* the works, and acknowledged the attention paid to bim by 
'* these gentlemen. Mr. Douglas, being at Bridgeton on 
*{ his canvass, accompanied Mr. C. through the work. Mr. 
^^ Cobbett then proceeded through Bridgeton, .by Canning-. 
" street, Green-street, Tureen-street, to Gallowgate-street, 
-^^ and down that street, by the Barracks, to the Old Ex- 
' '^ change, where he alighted and visited the Tontine Coffee 
'" Room; Mr. Cobbett very much admired the room, the- 
'*\ buildings, and the arcades of the Exchange. He then 
-** proceeded westward along the Trongate and Argyle-street, 
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•* lip Queen-atrtet to Upper St.Vinceut-street^ and alighted 
** to meet a party at dlDoer at Mr. John Boyle Gray's. On 
** passing tHe George Hotel, George-square, Mr. Cobbett 
^* observing two soldiers on duty, exclaimed, ' What are 
^' these soldiers doing there V which was explained to him. 
^* Altos^ether Mr. Cobbett expressed himself much pleased 
^' at the extent and appearance of- Glasgow. We under- 
** stand he will lea?e this city to. morrow for Greenock, but 
•* will return again here. Mr. Cobbett will, very probably, 
^ visit some other establishments and places in Glasgow o& 
^' his return.' 
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Oreenock, 21. October, 1832. 

After lecturing at Glasgow, on Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday nights, I set off by the steam<;boat for this town 
yesterday morning at eight o'clock, accompanied by my 
l^ind and generous entertainer, Mr. Bell, by Mr. Doug- 
!las, of Barlock, who is a candidate for Glasgow, and 
l>y Mr. Gray. I had not time in writing at Glasgow to 
notice several things which I should not have omitted. There 
itf the finest, most convenient, and best conducted cattle 
market that I ever saw in my life* I do not like to see 
manufactories of any sort; but that of Mr. Monteith, for 
the dyeing and printing of calicoes and shawls and hand- 
kerchiefs, and upon a scale of prodigious magnitude, I did 
go to see, and I saw it with wonder that I cannot describe. 
First, there was a large room full of men, engaged in draw- 
ing, upon paper, the flowers and other things which were to 
be imprinted on their cotton ; then there was another set to 
put these drawings upon blocks of wood ; then there was 
another to fasten on little pieces of copper upon the wood ; 
then there were others to engrave upon copper, in order 
to print, pretty nearly as printing work is carried on; 



IfiO cobbbtt's mobxhbbn toub. 

then caine ^be men to mark the copper wllh ibe' blodM 
according to the drawings ; and hdiHj .came -the pnoton, 
'Who carry on their work by Toilers, and eflfeet their purposes 
9n a manner se wonderful, that.it .almost makes one'a .head 
awim but to think of it. The buildings belongiiig to this 
dyeing and printing conc«n are as large as no viory inooo- 
aiderable country town. 

I was not aware that Glasgow was an ancient fcity; iHii 

J now find, that it was the see of ose-of the archbishops ef 

Scotland, which was divided into two archbibhopiifis, OBCi^iii 

the east and one in the west; the see of the latter of which 

was Glasgow, and that of the former St. Andrews, in 

the county of Fife. There is a college here of very ancient 

establishment, which ^ as the above paragraph relates^ I went 

to see. Of the cathedral, only the nave and the chancel 

remain; the traneepts appearing to have been :de&ii>IiiBhed. 

It is very ancient, and was cnce veiy grand, thoi^ for 4 

longtime it appears to havetbeeamisarably neglectisd; hot 

H;he two ends of.it serve as ^ohurches to two-pariehesof %h$ 

•present inhabitants^ whibh^ however, Aeeminot to be attended 

ito with that care, and kept in that good- atate/^at the eitber 

xhuFches are. 

With regard to the treatment 4hat I received at' GliASr 

"oow, I cannot speak of 'it, until the next number n/E mj 

Register ; because I am to return to Glasgow again^ to 

be at a public ^dinner there on the 29th of this .month t tUi 

Register will appear there before -that day, and I wiah not 

to be at Glasow when that Register shall be received tfaer& 

My treatment, therefore, by the people generally,* and espo* 

^cially by individuals, is. a subject that must be reserred untS 

my next Register ; when I must also speak of tHia place, 

and of the treatment that I have received here. This pm» 

•eent article I shall conclude with inserthig an addbbsBv 

which, on Friday last, I received at Glasgow, fronr 'the 

^refonners of Newmili^s, ATRsiiiREy who came ito me 
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from that town (a dktanoe of abont twenty miles) for the 

«aE]^86 purpose of pzeseotiQg me this address. If vulgar 

Mjqu Potts^ aod his vsouiitebaBk coxnpanlon; if the Whig. 

^dge^Seigeaut WILDEy and Del a ytov the auctioneer; 

if the tallow-^man priTy-counselloT, or the brewer privy* 

oonasellor; If Brougham and Den man and Brouguam^s 

precious crew of poor-law commissioners ; if these feilows 

fioiild4i«ve4MeB and heard . • . . • . Oh, no! what a fool 

lam! It 'Would have produced no effect upon these ooa«» 

«eited <aiid slupdd creatures; but if my Lord Grey could 

liave seen the ^iepotation that came twenty miles to bring 

aie the following paper, and could have heard what they 

•aid, in addition 'Co what they say in the paper itself, he 

iPoi^ha«e said to faiooself : ^' If any considerable portion 

*^ -of'Soeh'meQas these, think as these men think, and have 

** £nn»ed tl» resolution that these men appear to have 

^.(fefmed, I nrast *adopt ibe propositions of Cobvett, or; 

^ after a^vata #tzng^le^ isink in Ute attempt to resist them?* 

^e^JBanner of presenting tysADBAEss, the hand-writing 

la whi^ it jvas tiiawn %p ; the^leveraess, the great talent 

displayed 'by the^entleraan^*very young man) who pre«< 

tB«ited it to me ; .the beatitifai speech ivith which he pire<^ 

ftcedthedeIiTery<»f it into my hand^ everything belonging 

to the matter would have dicti^d to a man of sense to 

exclashn, " The pnnciples of this man must prevail, and his 

plans must be adopted." Here follow the address and the 

names subsciilied to it; and, let the base Potters, the 

atDpid SaiuTTLBTVoRTii, and Baxter, read it, \and then 

wait eagerly for the arrival of the Moody old TimeSt to see 

if it contain nothing to comfort them. 

To WILLMM GOBBETT, Esq. 
The reformers of Newmilns, Ayrshire, beg leave to con* 
grutulate^ou jwith feelings of ti»e most unqualified -gratifi'* 
ealion and delight upon your ^isit to the land of our nativity. 



152 cobbett's nobthsbn tour. 

which long did, and still does^ contain hearts devoted to 
the cause of freedom. We have long and fondly cherished 
the hope of being enabled to address you in person, and thus 
we gladly avail ourselves of the present opportunity. Our 
long perusal of your unrivalled writings has kindled in us 
an attachment for you, which nothing but the hand of time 
can extinguish. Your manly and unwearied advocacy of 
the rights and usefulness of the working classes, has called, 
and will call forth, the thanks and acclamations of a grate- 
ful people. To the labours of your pen we are chiefly in- 
debted for the exposure of the workings of the paper- money 
system ; a system fraught alike with cruel oppression, and 
destruction to sound morality. The plan of an equitable 
adjustment brought forward by you in the Norfolk Petition , 
and which you have ever since so ably advocated and de* 
fended, in conjunction with the other measures so clearlif 
developed in the lectures delivered by you upon your fooiw 
teen propositions, we consider to be the only real cure for the 
miseries of a long-afflicted and injured people. And, sir, 
we will not, we cannot despair of justice being done to us 
so long as God in his goodness to you and our country, 
grants you health and stren gth to continue your exertions 
in our behalf. We rejoice in the triumph of the Reform 
Bill, although v^e know it to be short of our just and natural 
rights, as we trust it will be the means of your introduce 
tion into Parliament along with a sufficient number of other 
representatives, pledged to and supported by the people, who 
will carry into effect your or similar measures, which will 
make our beloved country what she once was, and what 
nature has so admirably fitted her for by her geographical 
position, and by the strength, industry, and ingenuity of her 
inhabitants, the queen of nations and the abode of liberty, 
peace, and plenty. 

That you may live to see your labours crowned with 
success : that you may descend to the grave amidst the tear& 
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of a grateful people, and that your memory may be cherisbedl 

« 

as the friend of your country, as long . as its history shall 
continue, will be our unceasing prayer. 
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Adam Haddow 
John Campbell 
James Campbell 
John Parker, Jan. 
George Nisbett 
Andrew Allan 
James Sbaw 
John Donald 
John Nisbett 
liVilliam Murray 
James Reid 
James Nisbett 
John Dasnalde 
James Wilban 
Peter Nisbett 
Matthew Richmond 
John Smith 
John Howie 
James Midleton 
Thomas Midleton 
Andrew Mackie 
Bobert Dabriel 
Henry Harris 
James McGregor 
Andrew Love 
David Pollock 
Matthew Nisbett 
Thomas Reid 
John CdmpbeU 
James Bell 
George Pollock 
Robert Pollock 
Mungo Reid 
Jame^Campbell 
John Wilson 
James Richmond 
Alexander Brown 
John CamjfbeU 



Andrew Brown, sen. 
Andrew Brown, jnn. 
Alexander Smith 
John Smith 
Hugh Smith 
James Smith 
Andrew Nisbett 
John Alexander 
James Shaw 
James Campbell 
Robert Campbell 
James Nisbet 
James G. Smith 
John Smith 
James Smith 
Andrew Terrane 
■ James Mason 
Robert Morton 
John Steel 
Archibald Borland 
William Steel 
George Smith 
James Morton 
Hugh Muir 
Archibald Hood 
Alexander Inglis 
Alexander Parker 
James Yonng 
James Cameron 
David Sorance 
James Brown 
John Harris 
William Lambie 
Hugh Lo?e 
James Morton 
William Morton 
John Morton 
Alexander Hood 
James Sawers 
Hugh Sawers 
James Inglis 
Andrew Pollock 
John Morton 
Daniel Ferguson 
James Young 
James Brown 
John Borland 
William Smith 
John Jamie 
John Harper 
Hugh Morton 
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John Borland 
John Norton 
Nicol Brotvn 
Robert Triler 
Thomas Brown, sen*. 
John Dykes 
WiUiam Smith 
Thomas Paterson 
James Morton 
Archibald Morton 
James Mair 
George Mair 
William Alison 
Robert Hood 
John Hood 
Richard Morton 
George Hood 
James Howie 
William Cunningham 
James Lumsden, jun, 
Thomas Craig 
James Rumfrey 
George Morton 
Archibald Jorrance 
Andrew Jorrance 
Robert Young 
Archibald Young 
George Smith 
Adam Yaller 
John Brown 
William Brown 
David Smith 
Robert Steel 
Peter M<Kinzie 
William Harris 
Hugh Paton 
William Woodbiirn 
James Polock 
John Auld 
William Frew 
Hugh Young 
George Morton 
Nicol Brown 
Thomas Brown 
John Mair 
James Mair 
Robert Alexander 
Thomas Mair 
James Mar ton 
Thomas Brown 
John Klipatrick 
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jTobutlloiiiien Adam Morton MJ^tObtw FoUadF 

Thomas Dykes James Torrance ' Matthew Mair 

James Auld James Morton AvcikibahiMibiWi 

John Hood James Smith Matthew Wylie 

Hogh Narton James Yooog James 'MitcMl 

John Brown J. W. Lvon, surgeon 

Hugh Mair John Riehmond 

Newmilns is «o situated, that. I can go tbraaghUttlii 
going from Glasgow to get intone CARnaiiE road^ 
and^ do this I will ; unless somedhifig should ibappen 'to 
render the doing of it rery inco&venietit. I answered tta$ 
address verbally, there being no* time for doiirg iC'4n -^urf 
other manner. Precisely what I said I cannot now recol- 
lect; but I was so struck with .the behaviour of the ^depnta^ 
tion, with their unfeigned attachment to me, whom they had 
never seen, aiid whom they are probably never to see agaii^ 
that I was induced to trouble them at greater length, in my 
answer, than would, generally speaking, hare been proper; 
but, I took this opportunity of assuring these kind aitd clevisr 
young men, that, if I were chosen a member of Parliafment, 
happen what would, I never would , jEbr one single moment^ 
be a party to a deceiving of the people ; that I had tAkemL 
farm as a place of retirement 5 and Jthat, if t found the 
people of England so base as not to go hand in hand with 
the people of Scotland, and insist upon those things being 
done which ought to be done^ I would retire to that Jarm^ 
and never remain for one minute to give my countenance to 
a sham ,* that, however^ I felt perfectly confident 4hat the 
people in England would also do their duty; that they woiiSl 
insist that the work of legislation should be done by <2ay- 
lightf and not carried on under the roof of a idctualler^ 
mixing legislative speeches whh the rattling of knive8> fork?, 
plates, and dishes, the drawing of corks, and tfaejingHng df 
glasses ; T trusted, that the people would insist, that the 
work of law-giving should no longer be carried on in this 
manner 5 and that, in that case, they might rdy upon my 
best efiforts to the last moment of my health and strength. 



: I . kavoi f aeaurtfd irery . pr^isicgv ianUatiABs fipoia tftt Qth^x 
«ida fl^ AeFiaTH^of JFoktul, and 6om Stirling. 1a* 
deed iff osa StiAXiiKGr, .P£.&rrii^ Duhoes, MaNCAOftE^ 
^S£R32££ir,.£i»aiJ^9,i£i4tybatia called ;kke.NortiiL of Seoir 
land. If L^er« Attre.«^at the Par liaueirt would oot be •i^* 
«f»lred,J ^onldHgo to Jtheae plao^s noM^; but, as I havalp 
4io "wiih a. aet «f jpsetty. geQttoaikeQy ^aometaUowoiaen aq4 
i»Mne basemrerB.as.iK'ell a44>riYy<^}oiin8eUoKS9 ^hase busiaes&it 
«0eiDS toW*to^afiiJceluunauaiSaur6Juncertaui|<aad human life 
iftbardoA; I date not.{nove.iny body> at pfoaant^ farther f^MB 
iiie scene ^of actipnlhan I now laoi. If it {>leaae' .God to p|se- 
^ervajny life, Jiotil theimiddle of next June, I will come t^ 
the Mi^Uii with one af jsay sons, aud I wiillgo into eve^ 
Htmn^^. suad^o ««an into the. O ek K£ y^, .and see the ;good 
4feQ|>le.4he«e,.to whom I taught the stia^^plat manufacture. 
I.wiU^^.andae&fbow the Highlanders live, Jkud how they 
i^alae theae pietly sheep ftnd «ixea that thsy send to be de- 
.^f^pu^: by 'Others. I will, go and in<^ice upaa the spot 
«'jii«ther the natives iiof the county of SuTJifaLAi^o we«e 
•dbrivenfijam theiaad-of their birth by ihe countess of that 
9Aame,.ad»d iby Itjer.imsband^ the Marquis of StvAFfokd,; 
^aad if I be in Parliament, I will then- endeavour, to induoe 
jthenatickU) and. through it the Parliament, to con^ to some 
»aettled.d^erraMa^oa relative •tatbe ijght 4>f land-owjaers to 
iirive away thejaatives of the. land, or to" refuse them a share 
,of its iproduce. Tt is high time that we come to some settled 
jDotions lelative to this matter. J am very sorry that I caar 
Aot.aaeept,the invitations that hare been given me now ; hut 
I will endeaiiiour to show my gratitude by my visit nexjt 
a^ear. 

Gremock^ 22. O^L 1832. 
It was high time that somebody shonld come to Scotland 
to be able to -explain to . Englishtfnen how this country has 
beeta treated • I, Wiho had known so many. Scotchmen .^ever 
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aizice I was sixteen years old, who bad had so many of them 
come to visit me, io the jail into which I was pat for writiag 
against the flogging of local-militia men ; I, even I, had 
strong feelings excited in my mind against Scotland gene^ 
rally (always expressly making great exceptions) by the 
scoundrelly '^ feehsofers^** who preached np a doctrinb 
tending to cause the people of England to be treated like 
cattle ; ev^i I could not make it out how it was, that Scot* 
land should spew forth so many of these monsters. I now 
see io the bottom of the whole thing. Those who have 
read the history of the Roman empire^ know that it ex- 
tended itself oyer all Europe ; and that the farther any part 
of its subjects were from Rome, the worse they were treated 
by their goyernors (called pro-consuls) that were set oyer 
them. La Fontaine, in his beautiful tales, relates, that 
a man came before the senate from one of the distant pro* 
vinces to complain of the monstrous injustice and cruelty- 
exercised by the pro-consul in the proyince from which he 
came; that the senate heard his eloquent and indignant 
description with patience ; and then laid their heads together 
to consider about the wrongs inflicted on this province, and 
about the answer that they 'should give to this eloquent 
complainant ; when, one of the senators said, " Make bisi 
*' himself pro-consul of his province, and you will hear no 
'^ more complaints from him, I will warrant you." This 
was done, and the province was oppressed more than ever*. 
Just thus it has been with Ireland and with Scotland, which 
have always been injured by the selfishness and treadiery 
of those whose birth ought to have taught them to be their 
protectors; and, the renegado villanous ^' feelosofers/* who 
have come to London from Scotland, have been, and are, 
the corrupt tools of the Scotch oligarchy for selling their 
own country, and of the English oligarchy for pillaging and 
enslaving the people of England. Here is this great com* 
mercial and fishing town of Greenock^ with a population 
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of thirty thousand souk, and with a custom-house like a 
palace^ to have one memher of Parliament, while the miser- 
able town of TiiETroRDy in Norfolk, without any trade, in 
the middle of a barren bit of ground, and with a population 
^ only 3,462 souls, to have two members of Parliament ! 
A hundred instances, pretty nearly aa shameful as this. 
Blight be pointed out; but, here is Dumbarton, on the 
aide of the Clyde, at once commercial and manufacturing 
to a certain extent, having a population far surpassing that 
i»f Chippenham ; but there must be two or three other 
towns added to Dumbarton, making up about fifty thou* 
9ftnd people, in order to entitle them to have one member, 
labile the old rotten borough of Chippenham, which has 
emly 5,270 people, is to have two members ! How came the 
Scotch members in the house not to contend against this 
monstrous injustice ? Ah, faith ! nineteenrtwentieths of 
them would have been glad if Scotland had had no members 
at all! But, as it is; bad as it is ; monstrously unjust as it 
10, it will put an end to the pro^consulships^ and drive all 
^e *' land^clearing " and poor-rate*aboHshing ^^feeloso- 
ferB " to the devil, who must be sighing for them as the 
bridegroom sighs for the bride. It will be a happy meeting. 
As the coachman says, in Tom Jones, it is very proper 
that there should be a hell for such monsters to go to. How- 
ever, as they may escape in the next world, I am for doing 
them justice in this ; and, if I have not been diligent enough 
heretofore, I will noWy at any rate, discharge my duty. 
' As a little specimen of the treatment which the Scotch 
pro-consuls have suffered their country to receive, I will 
mention the conduct of what is called the << TRINITY- 
HOUSE," with regard to pensioners. This has been a 
great instrument in the hands of corruption* I must ex- 
plain a little the nature of it, before I proceed to the speci- 
men above-mentioned. This ^' Trinitt-house,'' as it is 
called^ is a corporation^ originally founded for the purpose 
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•file purpose i>f securing s«fe«a?ig»tion'i&laftiid'CRKt«£wiff 
ftiarboaiB. Tbe memberB ef it' oooitet ^ tmhrnt aie caM«i 
"< «/(ier brothers ; " and a great nanber «f ihe anstaeraef , 
•\rho floarcdy know a buoy iremm. tea^kettle/ave ^^ elder 
tbrothers ** of- Uns 'concern, ivhich liar the ^ngeong ^ im- 
saense^sums of money; "-a xicaaintlaace ^vMeih you -Ime 
already supposed , the moment ymi heard diat lihe «trts^ 
'€racy thought it an honour ^o belong tott. Tfattie ^4ld*r 
Imi/therB *' ^ the money by taixesi letved upon sh^, aad ail 
sOTts of sea^^TesselBy and by lihe rafts of eatttes, whi<^, at 
various times, good and pablio-sj^rited meroliaiitB and oter 
men faa^e bequeafthed 'to this corporvtien, £ram the joott 
benevolent of motives, and for purposes -which they expecltid 
would be anvwered by their bequests. A refmned BarMa- 
ment, unless it vrtll want refovming- again thejG»&t week, wii 
ransack this monstrous concern to the b^tom, aad ^eaf^dve 
^ elder brothers," that themeney is^not to 'be-expended icpoa 
grand 'dinners, and the Hke. But, at present, I mean 4D 
n^ak oiily of 4he treal»menft which ScaHmmd-Treceioes ham 
these '^'older brothers;'* andthis^teo, oaly in the partiealar 
case of its pensioners. A part ofitfffuadsifijniiiuaUy ea* 
tpended in pensisins given (oar ought to be jgi^an) to Jaed- 
terious eeafaring persons, having «eived fdacipaily «i 
matiters coanected with commercial navigalies ; aad itet 
•wdthnmatit^s »re1a(ing to the* warlike markie. l^esepea- 
sioners are natural^ persons lidongk^ to -the seveeal co«- 
mereial sea<^povls ; and, -if the T'&i3riT¥^H0«£S£ wesejust 
in bsstspwiiig these peesions, we-Nshoald naturally. &id that 
Hlie aoniber of peamioDesrAt eaoh eonHnesesalisea^iport, «Baald> 
In seme ^degree, at any *f ate, coreespoadwitk the amount lof 
-trade and popalatianiof each seAi-peiit nspectively. Lathe 
year 1<825, an aooount ^eif the aamher^of Jtbeee ^peafiieosai 
was laid before Ibe tParlianaeat and puhlasbed. luiitet 
vacooHUt, the oommerdsallewas'wereauDged in the foUewwg 



■maiMV/ ivilfa AtM-manhnjot pennDiiais.tqgpnnsi eaeir; -maiA^ 
ifftiwifiwolob'aiid irstfi nadwi4rtiH;w«»t someihiog'to ooii« 
wko^c^nkBn^^oSfA»tfa^macy off the'panot^iOQSttlW'goTenimenty 
kt tfasm lotfefwtU.ait :tfait' Met. 



Nambfr of 



AberiBtwyth • . 17 

Alonby ' • • . 19 

llerwiak • • . • ^2 

BUleford • • • 93 

Briitol • • • 72 

Caeruanctm . • 81 

Dartmouth . • 177 

Setter • .. ,. 179 

Fishguard ... 123 

eatu8bormi)$h • . KM) 

lifr«coinbe • • US 

Ipswich ... 67 

Lirerpodl « • .. ^282 

lAiDdon . ' . . 37ii 

Lyniington . • 86 

Kewbi«giQ .. . 85 

iNevrha^reu • • 16 

^tntance • • S6 

RanMgate • .. 59 

Scarborough ; • 15B 

8dUr .... 38 
Shieldses (the two) and 

Ne\t'castle .* . 678 



Number oT 

Staith • • . 280 
Stockton-upon-Tees . 65 

Slmiderhiad ,^ . HO • 

Workingtou • . 255 

ITarmodth • • . -SGO 

Total for Euglaud . 6408 



Scotch Towks. 

ikberdeeu . . « • . ^^ 
Montrose • • .91 

Glasgow , « • 2 

Greeuock « • . 5 

Total for fiMtlaud . 112 

Iriah Town. 

Cork «... 60 

Total for Ireland . 60 



l^re,you KOfBkndrelSj^^fe6lB8rfer8l*''V9ho sell your own 
Gotmtry, and who come to point out to our oligarchy how 
they shall check the population and drive the people from 
tltejand ; you renegade seoundr^ls; you'hase instruments 
^lojuirtlce/tyranByy add onieHy, who applauded the dnving 
irf the na^tms oat of the county of Sutiieelakd, and who 
wreadvising'an insolent-and stupid beasts of land*owners to 
desolate the Plages and drive out the peof^ from Kent and 
ftom Sussex^ and to have a few slaves in ** 6oof Aws" to 
raise -corn and cattle for the French to oome over and take 
at" their pleasure ; there^ you renegado Scotch scoundrels, 
Hhat is what you ^ould never find out ! But, it is what the 
Scotch reformers 'hare seen long and long enough ; and 
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therefisre it is tbat thej gatber rouod me on whom tfaey can 
rely for my best efforts to pat an end to tbese abominations. 
What! your ^^ feelosoficaV blood, though put into you 
by the earth and the air of Scotland, can move, can it, 
tranquilly through your veins while you see the little miser- 
able village of Newbigoik, in Westmoreland, which con- 
tains only a hundred andfifly^two soulsy have almost as 
many pensioners upon this list as the whole of Scotland pat 
together, while Greenock has only ^ve, Glasgow only 
twOf and many other towns of commerce not one ! Bot 
Newbiggik lies close by the rotten borough of Applebt ! 
London has no right to more than about a thousand of 
these pensioners ; and yet it has more than one half of the 
whole. Do not these things want rectifying ; and are you 
not the greatest villains that the world ever saw, or die most 
stupid of beasts, to be crying up the happiness of Scotland, 
and to be labouring to reduce England to a similar state? 
Only think of the monstrous partiality here exhibited. Here 
we see the little miserable port, which is hardly a port, of 
Workington, with two hundred andjifty'^ve^imontn, 
while GLASGOW has two ! Aye, but Workington is close 
by the rotten-borough of Cocker mouth ; and the voters of 
CocKERMouTM would naturally not be the worse for a pen« 
sion, given under the name of seafaring men at Working- 
ton. Base and mercenary ruffians, your days of ^^feelo^ 
sofy '* and living in idleness are at an end : the reformi 
defective as it is, will destroy you as completely as if yon 
had been shot or run through the body. No matter about 
Whig or Tory ; the people will have these abominations 
put an end to ; and, you must take to the honest calling of 
sweeping the streets or blacking the shoes. I have a hun- 
dred times said, that, on general subjects, when speaking of 
our country, I made use of the word England, I wish to be 
understood as including every part of the kingdom. I know, 
that^ for England herself to be happy and free^ her laws (as 
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tbe^ Btood before the reign of George the Third) must be 
extended to, and firmly take root in^ Scotland and in Ire* 
land ; I know, that e?erj. lash given to either of these two 
countries inflicts a wound upon England herself $ I kuow^ 
that the accursed *^boothie$*' of Scotland^ and the accursed 
pota,to-diet of Ireland, tend to take the meat and the bread, 
and the knives, forks, and plates from the tables of the 
labourers of England. Therefore, a love of England herself 
would induce me to endeavour to cause justice to be done 
to Scotland and to Ireland ; but, if that were not the case, 
I should hate myself if I were capable of keeping silence, 
b^g a witness of these mcmstrous oppressions. 



Paisley, 26. October, 1832. 
Iji my last I had not time to say anything about my 
passage down the Clyde, from Glasgow to Greenock i 
and for the reasons there stated I spoke in a general manp 
ner, only, of my. treatment at Glasgow. L must now 
say upon that subject, that I was, at the house of Mr. Bell^ 
received as if I had been a father or a brother; that I 
dined there, and also at Mr. Gray's (writer) with many of 
the first merchants of Glasgow ; that Mr. Bell's elegant 
and very pleasantly-situated house ^as at my service for the 
receiving of friends, deputations from the towns and villages 
aronod ; and that, in short, if I had gone to that fine city 
and beautiful scene of commerce and of manufactures at 
the same time ; if I had gone thither with power to add to 
the riches of the place, and to dispense honours and favours 
around me in all directions, I could not have been received 
or treated with greater favour and kindness. Mr. Prek- 
TICE, the very respectable and -able editor of the Glasgow 
Chronicley was the only person connected with the press 
with whom I came in immediate contact I should want 
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vords to describe tlie extent of 'kn geed offieea, ksd #et 
expeiience furnished an» with the 'mesQS'of 'adequaMjT 
describing it bj a contrast. I say then (and thatnviMdft 
jostioe evesi to him), that, in character and in condiict,'*ll6 
^cnnred himself to be precisely the ^9ntrary of ^he isCamoM 
imretches, whom those two impndent wonfen, Akvfa BactM 
and'FAirKT WeaighT) hire to write in the kloddy-otil 
Ttmes; precisely the contrary of what was %hat Ja€C 
Walts R, wkom Scott Eldok nnade a justice of the peaee, 
and who is now (monstrous impudence 1) a WhigeaadtdiM 
for the coonty of Berks ; predseb/ the 4)OHtrttry of ivhist 
this fellow was wken he wastiie manager -of the bloodf^ 
Times, 

As I mentioned befbxe, JViessis. Bsi.Xr^ Doctglas of 
Barloch, and Mr. Gray, accompanied us to Greenock, 
whece we were received by Ihe two Messrs* Baive, who 
ace gfttat .merefaants these, a,nd :by my exoelieo^iaiid elaach 
ddj^adsiandfadhareats, Messis, iMdarEWSiK , OthMwrnaoLi 
a(ad4>lbexs,^:m|»eetable laradeHBen mifcaLttfMn. AgmtaWy 
to :appoiiitment, vne^wBre ledgedeat Afr.fBArai£!s ^euotty 
Jbonse, about thfaeiquarteBSjofva mile ottt of iher to«Ra,<8llM^ 
atad close oalhe bank.>of Jthe Firlh of- Ciyde, vaUk 4lM 
Itttie vMlage of HALiLz^SBUjtGffi en i^e otter hmAi^ mi 
ihe Highlands rising .up behind that. 

The vdiole of the way dotwn theXjkTUB is tnteivsil^ 
;beyond descsipdon. It is afine wddeniver a4iG!LAB04Mr; 
gets wider.andrtwiderof course; but for sevssral lallttidtHiB 
it is ^walled on each side in the iincet com]4ete aKaDDer.r '^U 
the way down to our left we have Renfrev6yre|>very^Mn 
aefter ove lea«Ee Gi,ask?ow, which is iaftbe'Coaatyjof'-Lanask 
Tiie land to our right is, first, a 8tnp<of ^kvelish^gMiaai) 
with Kttla country seats, with 'hepe^and ih«ie<a waamfoi^ofy 
of some scwt. To our left dt vs «an «e«fieiiisd flat tki -vetjtm 
tend. Thereareeeyeral copsldcraMeco«ntorys<eala» 4lM B » rf 
Lord Blaittyre and of Mr.^FSERs of ErLDjDi»£rU, |a 



ftfvticuliur. .At about Indf the way.doTKUi, the town of Dujf- 
SAaTON lies on our right; the Cattle of D umj} a jaT^K^oa 
A loond jmd Almost :»pierpeiuiiciilar took ataodiog-out in >the 
water } .an object wocth trairelUf^ from 4ha Isle of VYJghtto 
ibia apot baxelj to see. The io?mv£ Dum^Anrav lies 
^«o betweeo two hills. The ground now becomes very 
vhilly ou our r^ght, though it is generally cuULvated for some 
^Uetan(Qe hack ; a&dy behind these high grounds, the High** 
landstower up-;: and this is the sort of coast which contiaucB 
^n;to £riUbSKacK> and then 43outini]es ail the w.ay round .to 
jtbO' corner of the main land opposite the Isle of Butb. 
^bout .half ^fay betwx^en Djjmj^a&tov and Git£&Hpcj( is 
on our leOt the little se&*port called Port-Glasgow; 
and. here the ground, from being &it as beferci become^ 
fOfiliy>and«lafty very near ihe ahoDe, oind thas>continues aU 
the twa^ to QfiE£K:QCj^ . 

,/A4«abcmt'#even miles fsom.GnAAaaw vwe>paas4he,imoath 
p£ ^the famous eana), «bicbigees jolose .li^ <Gla soovt^ oletm 
)|ydkl«CLaj9i,jMd -which ooiniectiek.thfi?JPirth DfiG&tYBE wMk 
4he£i£lh<Qf.FiftR7ii; Andthus oeoiiectsthe wsaleroof the 
AxftAirx40 wiA those of the GoMnan Ocean. .<Nf ar D\ju* 
^UU8«ciK we{p«i8sediihjs,^9pot wheie they aay «re thedremaias 
irf.ihereU.Ro&}aawaU,wUoh'weatfram)heFklbofCjiTO£ 
to theFiith.of •FoBn:^;; aqd hytbe meaas of which thcee 
genkkBUMm ddiooghtiiproper to- divide the Highlands ikom the 
Jbawlande lif Scotland, ;I ma^ as well fobserre.herey that 
illie AfNi'ChTikE rises. in the onountaiasvduch'divide, the 
Mmaty.iOf £rfiftKBUR&<2iiroffl the county of LAisiAJUc, .and 
4hat other ibraachesifif it me »oat of mountaiae that diuds 
«tber-jcettAtiea.of .Fa£3Lse .and Dumfrub and-AxR hem 
Aho'Muaty of .JLi AH AJKK . The overi Forth nses at the loot 
«f . the £uaDous«^mouBtaia? called .ifiEBH-LoaiOKD, and . rooi 
down (tinoiqfh tbe.^ttowitiyifdtartiHng PERTasHiRE from 
SvutLiveHHizJUE, iand vSehMiniBbire itom ihe county ^of 
XSxiAoaiafs&KN;ai7. All <to the :nDrth .'of • the . canal which 
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joifis these two Firths, is called the North of Scotland: tbl» 
other is, of course, called the South* - ^ 

The harbour and bay of Greehocx are very fifie. Tin 
town, which consists of thirty thousand people, is built <m a 
Kttle flat, the high land beginning to rise np immediate 
behind it to the south ; the streets are regular, conreniently 
wide ; the houses built of stone ; and everything wearii^ 
the appearance of ease,, competence, and great solidity* 
The house of Mr. Baine, in whi<^ I was lodged, was, in 
every respect, as nice an affair of the kind as I ever set b^ 
eyes on ; outside, inside, and all about it, as complete as 
anything of the sort that I -ever beheld* But, the great 
curiosity here, and the thing upon which the people pride 
themselves, and most jusdy, is what they call the '^Shaws^ 
WAT£R^'' of which I must speak a little, though my accounl 
must be very inadequate. For a- good while I declineii 
going to see this affair ; but, at last, I did go^ and I njoke 
that I did ; for I have seldom seen anything in my life thi^ 
afforded me more pleasure. Greenock lies on a little flai^ 
to the north of very high rocky hills, which stretch roaad 
behind it nearly from water to water. No fresh water 
istream or river comes near it ; and though it had pahlie 
pumps or wells, it often experienced very great iBconvemence 
from the want of fresh water. On the high land about 
six miles to the south of it, there was a little stream or 
bourne (as we call those runs of water which are occai* 
sionally dry), which came out of one of the still loftier htUs 
to the south. After going in a northerly direction fer some 
distance, it took a turn to the west, and went down a deep 
ravine into the Firth of Clyde, not approaeliing anywhere 
to within six miles of Greenock. • Ta finding its way to 
the ravine, it passed along a flat at the back of the 
Greenock hills. By the means of dams, the water, pro* 
ceediag from this bourne, was formed into a lake; at six 
miles, observe, from Greenock, but between the lakeaad 
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GRiB£NOCK> was a cliain of lofty hillt, beginning at tbe 
(east, and terminating towards the west. Here was the 
wjuter, bat the difficulty was. to get it to Greenock. After 
vadons schemes about tunnels to go under the hiUs, and 
»team-*|>ninpin|p, and Qod knows what besides, Mr. Thom, a 
aative.I believe of the Isle of Bute, made a proposition for 
carrying the water to Greenock by an aqueduct, which he 
finally accomplished, at a comparatively trifling expense, and 
in a manner so clever, as to be worthy of the admiration of 
«fvery beholder; and there are now two hundred and 
ffixty acres of water in the grand reservoir^ with three other 
•obodiang reservoirs, of greater or less extent ; the whole 
amonnting to 396 acres ; and there is all this water brought 
to the side of th^ high hills behind Greenock ; and there 
it comes tumbling down in various aqueducts ; not only sup- 
ply iog the town with water amply at all times, but furnish- 
mg the means of turning flour-mills, cotton-mills, or any 
^i^ of die sort, at the cheapest possible rate. Four large 
nulls fdr corn, or flax, or both, are already put in motion by 
this water : they are building how, and they say that here 
are the means x>f working forty of the largest mills that caii 
exist. The reservoir or lake, is six hundred feet above the 
level of the sea : the aqueduct takes the water from the tail 
of .the ravine, which is very deep, and carries it along aroand 
the end of the high hills at the back of Greenock ; gets it; 
creeping about, in all directions, till it finally brings it to its 
destined spot, always by a fall of six feet in the space of a 
mfie. To guard against the consequences of melted snow, 
or torrents of rain, there are self-opening and self-shutting 
shaees ; and, therelbre, though the aqueduct is only six feet 
wide at the bottom and twelve feet wide at the top, its bank* 
are never disturbed. They say, that the people were wholly 
iocredalous as to the practicability of eJSecting this thing; 
that scarcely anybody believed that the water could ever be 
breoglit to Orebnock ; and that, on the day on which the 
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M|ii0daot WW opened' i«rtfi»*^vttter to preoMd, iditiM»tlMHf 
ttfn ^ousand perMMwere nwembtod to^ <rteiei»'1fee>WBo]>^ 
tlMB brilHMe •aperinem. IVfo. Tk»Wr wlMi»d«* im^ Av 
Immoir' to aeoonpuiy me aoid Jfr; Boi^iirs^iandia^viaai 
die lake^ is « nmn of too mneh aense aod too nucb mmltm 
■et a«^ Tftkio upon as emp^ Htla ; hktii Oeorg^ ^b Boor^ 
Imdmade bkb* a» bamnet kstaad. of Covrvs T&DiVTBK^ 
VfAzmuK Scorrr, or Panea Bate Dvs^lvt, haiviiiddy at 
ftBjrate, bavey in aomo dogvte, dimittalMd tbe ooatenpi 
and diflgost witb whieh mea aowtiaw tbat haditt«3P«d ban* 
ditaryboaoar; 

After going to tbe Scoteb cbvreb, oa Sosdajr-tiMt^lal^ 
aad tbese bebdding a very decent an^vitey and-Raari^f; 
from tbree wses of St Pavl.'s 2AdEpiBtia to>TiiioTHi:^ 
beginning At tbe 14tb, a veiy able^ senaon ia dtinic»o^'tfav 
ddctfkie of tbe Trinity ; after dining; on tbe Mcrsimy; inik 
Mr. Eaine, tbe cbief magistrate,, ia company in(ib bis cal» 
teagae, and seversU otber geatiemen o£ tbe place ; I set off 
(after anotber leetave tbat eaeaiag)tbe next day^fortbk 
place; I caaaotrboweverytyLoleaTeiof GKEsaiocMy/«pdtfaD«t 
obeen^ag on tbe contrast wbicb it formed* witb^ aH^e^ otber 
sea-ports tbat I bad ever seen ia my li£k Captain Coma, 
with wbom I crosasd tbe Atbrntie- tbe-^ last tiaie^ aaed to-bv 
ovfrlastiogly pestering me mtb bis praisfls>of XjrftE^Nr^aK ;: 
aboa4 its solidttyj. cleaaliness^ and tbe good« maanersof tfaa 
fw^. As I v^M' going to tbe- cbufcb, tbe si^ bioagjii 
CoBB' to my ndad* AU tbe people seemed to bovm tfaa 
streets ; all goiag.away to tbmr different cfaurdies ; no naisv 
of any sort; no dirtily-dieased pemea ; andlnoftasool tobv 
geea wbo' did ooi seem seriously lei^aged ta; tbe boBiaasa fiir 
vbicb tbe day was set apast; Cobb ased to say, (bat ifr 
was Jike a Coaaecticot sea-port ; and I dase ai^ it iai lea 
the religion is the same, aadl dare say that tbe maaaawol 
tbe people are veiy much* alike... 
. . Siv Michael Sh-aw Stewart is tbe liM^d-owaer in aadr 



an>und Qa^fiNOCic ; he haa a nesy beautiful place- a little 
^y from the Ukym^ aacL down, b^ the side of the Ftrtliks 
tbece axe maoy^farma io a little valley goiag. fEom his houaa 
f}iuid to • Gr&£1I0GK ; these fanne are small, but thai 
peopJe appeal. to be very comfortably oflf, and, though laving 
aa»agst these rocky haHs^ twenty times as numerous as in 
tbe^ue latl|jids>ia the Lothiaj^* The deciduous trees da 
mot gpw largie ; I saw no oaks at all; but Sir Michael 
Stewaiut has some very fine woods, of fir and lareh upoa 
the hills round about his house ^ the ever-greens floaiisb 
here surprisingly j I never saw the Portugal laurel an4 
the arbutus in greater perfection. The horse-chestnut, »the 
Ume, the plane,. the sycamore, and the ashy all seem ta 
flourish as well as in. any part of Eoghind. Ayrshire comea 
down^ in one part^ very near to Ga££NOCK. The cows are 
ef the Affrshire-breed, white and red, with a large portion 
i^i red ; small head and neek^ fine tail, straight back ; ia 
shorty the Durham, cows precisely, only upon a small scale* 
From these cews comes cheese, in great abundance and 
very -fine. Tliey^sa)^ that it is the only county in Scotland 
that produces cheese. I should. lUce very much to have half* 
a-dezen of these cows ; but to get them from* such adis?* 
tance is next to.impossible, without an eno^^mous expense ; 
^d^ perhaps, they would degenerate after all. 

Is the soourgiagdays of CASTLiaEAGH (who soon after* 
vefd&cut hisown threat and killed himself, at N out u:Cra.x« 
in K^ttt, and whe^was carried to his grave amidst the ex* 
uUing shouts, of the people of London and Westminster) ; in 
those sceurgiAg daji^s the scourge reached even* Grebkock ;> 
eovuptioa in her fuiy hunted out victims amoagat the public^ 
i^iited men, even- in this pioua and quiet town ; one of 
\rhomy deeming accusation t» be a sentence of death, and 
^ving himsdf up as condemned, even before he was tried 
&r hig^-treaseot actually shaved his head, that the execu» 
tioaer might not be i^le to hold it up by the hair ! The 
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jury saved him : helired to see the end of Castlereadb, 
&nd to shake by the band one who had risked so much ia 
defending the conduct of him and his countrymen iipen tfaatt 
occasion ! Ah ! f4X>li8h and base villains of the Lon don a^ 
Edinburgh press! If you forget these things, the rt* 
formers of Scotland do not. To the grateful recolIectiMi 
of these acts of mine, I owe the reception that I have met 
with. Relying upon this recollection, I set at nought all 
your instigations to Scotch hostility : the result has shown 
the innate virtue of this people; and also shown the sound-* 
ness of my judgment. 

Statesman Vansittart, who began his brilfiant 
career as Commissioner of Scotch Herrings, first started, it 
seems, from this nice town of Greenock, which is famooir 
for its fisheries ; and, what is curious enough, the Scolelt 
have by no means forgotten the statesman, and the small 
manoeuvring which was played o£F by him, while he was bat 
Scotland ; the nice little contrivances to get himself the 
freedom of the city o/'Edinburgh, and all the other pretty 
means by which the base creatures of old George Rosk 
assisted to get him puffed up, in order that there might ho 
a pretence for giving him parcels of our money. The his- 
tory of this Vansittart is all that will be needed by our 
children who are now about being born, to enable thera to* 
judge of the state of degradation of their &thers. Hik. 
man did what they call study the law ; canied a bet^ 
(made for holding briefs) to the qnarter'Sessions o/'Read* 
ING in Berkshire, of which county he is a native; having 
marched^ in all possible ways, in the same line and directloii' 
as Addington, and having started with him from pretty 
nearly the same spot. iThe law not being a profitable trade 
with our Van, he took to politics; and we shall, by-and- 
by, see him taking to piety. His first stroke in the way ef 
getting on in the world was a pamphlet^ written by him us 
praise of the Pitt-ststim of finance ; and the object e£ 
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vhich was to induce the nation to believe that the war did 
lliotat all impoyerish them; and that THE DEBT which 
iPiTT's mooBttotts loans were creating, presented no subject 
0f alarm to the naind of any sensible man, excepting the 
4HiccumstaQce, that " the sinking fund might pay it off too 
sOionV* No M'onder that Van is a peer, and a law-maker 
in hi« own ijght ; from such hopeful beginnings what was 
4iot aaturaliy to be expected ? Van's promotion began, as 
Ikiatter of course ; and there being great scarcity in England, ia 
the years IdOO.and 1801, Van was, in the former year, made 
f* Commissioner of Scotch HerringSy** and as such came to 
Scjb^land, uuder the patronage of old Georgb Rose, then a 
fecretaryof the Treasury and a sinecure placeman to the tune 
ef 3000/. a year, with another sinecure place for hiseon Wii> 
^liiAMy to the tune of two thousand pounds a year^ or there* 
ajbiputs; which sinecures his sons, George and William, 
a|iU have^ while the weavers of Paisley are covered with 
raf^ and are half started. Van having executed his com« 
saisaion, went back to England, slavered over with the 
praises of the base part, of the. Scotch, and well loaded with 
^le oontempt of every Scotchman of sense and indepeodence. 
Tlie salary of the '* Coqfimissioner of Scotch HerringV con- 
tiflued till he got~ah6tl]ier post, the name of which I have 
IbrgetteD, but which, (iloubtless, he will be desired to tell 
some of us one of these days. Pitt went out of office in 
Ifi^l to let ia AODINGTON, to make the peace of Amiens 
for Inm; and Van (great ia finance) became under his 
Qpautrymao, Addington, a secretary of the Treasury^ 
There was Van now in his element: taxing ^ funding, 
hanimgy and Exchequer^billing. Oh ! what a time for 
¥av I His glory, however, was too great to be uninter* 
nipted. Pitt, tired of being out of place, and his tax- 
saliiig erew sighing to be again at the honey-pot, turned out 
Addihgo'on ;. away went poor Van, but well provided for 
by a retiredallowance. Pitt lived hut a short time after 

z 
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tlik: die Whig Miaktry thai tiieceed«d hiai kgted btft 
Humx raootlis ; the ohl Duke of Pouti^akd beeaow Pnmt 
Mi^Mler; asd PEmcBTAi.^ die wal Minialtr, was pkoedift 
the po6t of CJumeellor of the Etthefiur ; and back w&ot 
Vas into ki« post of socretarj of the Treasury. Perck^ 
TAL having been put an end to in the ynM 1812, the vise 
LiYBRPOOL becaaie Priffie Minister, and Vav, Chan^Uat 
efthe £xckeqmer; in which poet he reaaiaedy «atil sse^ 
ceeded by ** PrQsperihf Robinsov,'* m the year 1823^ 
vhea the Kuig did lisaiaelf the honour, aa htMiear qvilt 
KTorihy of each a kiag, to clap a coronet on the luad of Vah; 
«ad pu«t him in the house of iiereditary lawgivem, vadai te 
title of '^Baroit Bbxlbt," of Bbxlby, in the eeuatyef 
Kent ; where Van, they say, is now in the habtt of ssa^ 
inff hymns in his groires, on one bank of die i^elty litila 
•rivet Cray, having in full view, at the sanae time, oa tha 
other bank (at scarcely a stone'a thiow distaace) tiie heuia 
in which Castlbreagh eut his own tWoatI 

Curious prsgress ! begioJiing witb the curiag of Scotdi 
herrings, and ending in a peerage ! Carious literary pro^ 
gress ! beginning with a pamphlet expres»ng fears that tha 
national debt would be paid off too soon, and eadiag walh^ 
the circalating of Bibles and the singing of hymns ! B«t 
Van had inents as a statesman^ to be sure? Yes, that ha 
had ; for, ia 181 1, he proposed a resolution, which the 65S 
adopted, stating, that a ^* one-pound note and a sAilKajp 
were eqtaal in value to a guinea in gold" In 1819 ha 
supported Peel's Bill, and the doctrines on which k was 
founded, and which declared that the one'*pound note ktsd 
been worth onlyi fourteen shillings in gold m 1811 ! ia 
1822, Van brought in a bill (which was passed by tha 
clever 658) to issue smaU notes again, in violation oi tha 
biU of 1819 1 This was Van's last and greatest act of aM; 
iDr it produced the terrible yanic of 1825 and 18^, 
which has been ruining letmilies^ undenaimag ipopextj, aad 



•yroiweiag imiperittbfcr wwuiy y itom tlwtt day to thb ! Dviil 
tttUee tlie King, 1 svj^ tliMy if Im had net node Vab a peer! 
M^lier Jottodiaii WIL£>E, not aajof hk DESCEND- 
tifelf TS^ «v«r iDeritad a HALTER l>etter tkaa Van meriltd 
«peenigel 

But what » iMst e«rio«« in tlM hLstovy of Vav, », that, 
iwlitle a nati«D, whofe awoejr matters Vav held the ma- 
amgemrat o^ ww gfowing poor. Van was growing racAf 
Tys is tOflMtkiog rer^ ytfmtAerfalz that he ehottld be 
fpwwin g rfcii ^i^le tlie natioB was growiag poor. la 
JnoNiR li^, geneially^ we find, that dl beloogiog to the saaoe 
^eaeem becowe rich or beeoaie poor tegethmr. If the farmer 
Income poor, je« soon see his servants and bis stock of every 
^seriplieo exhibiting symptoms of his diminished means. If 
libe tradesiiHui become poor, you see all his work-people worse 
^Aid and worse fed. All being under the influeace of the 
^nuMFcaKse, ail experience a similar effect. Just the contrary 
with Van, who is said to be worth half a million of money ^ 
and who, having the Kanet, the lark, and all the harmonious 
inches, to join him in the day, and the nightingale's melody 
lo^ assist him by night, sings h» hymns in some of the 
sinaeetest groves with which God has ever had the goodness 
t» garnish the earth: just the contrary with Van, I repeat, 
who has tbtts been rising into enormous wealdi, while the 
indastriotts millions, of whose money he has so long had the 
fogering, hare been sinking into misery ; and while that 
B%BT which he (pious man !) was afraid would be paid off 
tffo sooUf swelled up, during his financial (xn^er, from 
three hundred (tnd forty to eight liundred millions of 
tovereigns ! Wonderful thing ! Strange spectacle ! Pro- 
digious cause, which could produce effects so opposite at one 
and the same time! 

However, leaving the ^^ feelosofers** to account for thisj 
I cannot dismiss Van without talking of sometlnng j>rac* 
McaL How it was that Van goi his money it is impossible 
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for me, precisely, to say: how much was brought him bj 
the daughter of old Eden, who was also, nearly all his life, 
a placeman and a pensioner at the same time : about thesj^ 
matters I will not speak, because I cannot speak with cer- 
tainty; but I know these things; namely, that Van had 
.little. or nothing thirty years ago; that he now has a town 
house, a country house, and a peerage ; and that he is said 
to be worth a very large parcel of money, besides those 
estates in land which we know him to have ; and I know 
»that,. though his salaries were large enough and a great deal 
too large, they could not have been much larger than the 
amount of his annual spendings during the said thirty years. 
-New, then, I put it to any reasonable man, whether we 
ought to be deemed impertinent and troublesome, if we 
were to ask Van, in this day of our need, to kelp us a little* 
to give, us a lift ; I mean, to give us a little of his money f 
1 am aware that it will be said by his friends, that he owes tts 
nothing ; that all that he has has been honestly gotten ; and 
that if we, sinful creatures as we are, cannot account for his 
having got rich while we have been getting poor, it is because 
we are unable to comprehend how effective piety is in the 
producing of riches. Those friends of Van will refer us to 
the history of Gil Blas, giving an account of the pro- 
.<digious prosperity of Don Manuel Ordonnez, who was 
a keeper of the great poor-house of the city of Vallado- 
XI D, and who ** was so pious a man that he got rich in 
taking care of the concerns of the poor J' I am aware of all 
this; I am aware that there is nothing to oppose to 
4hese observations of the friends of Van; but still I must 
he permitted to say, that I can see no harm in respectfully 
applying to Van to spread a little of his money about 
amongst us as well as his Bibles. We ask for bread, and 
he gives us a book; which, as far as the belly is concerned, 
4s much about the same thing as giving us a stone. In 
•hort, not to inince the matter any longer, I am for making 
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ft regular application to Van for some of his money. Poh! 
for the coronet and the robes ! let him keep them ; but, for 
some of his money! am for malcing a regular application^ 
either in the way of gift or of loan ; and, if I be in Parlia-> 
nient, and if no other man propose it, I, William Cob- 
BETT, am the man to do the thing. The French repub^ 
licans (sad dogs!) had what they called des emprunts 
forces ; that is to say, forced loans. Nay, in one or two 
instances, they had dons forces ; that is to ^^y ^ forced gifts. 
God forbid that I should propose an imitation of these sad 
ifellows ; I shall tread in the steps (as far as I have any 
influence) of the " heaven-born*[ minister, Pitt; and shall 
propose, in the case of Van, nothing more than '' a voluU" 
tary loan,'* or, ** a voluntary contribution,'* not forgetting 
^to remind Van that he was one of the great literary 
defenders of these two methods of obtaining supplies for tlie 
relief and safety of the nation ! And thus, I, for the present^ 
lake my leave of Van, giving faim my positive assurance, 
that, if he and I live till I have been in Parliament a montby 
iie shall again hear froiki me, who have not had my eye off 
Id m for a month at a time, during the lastthirty years. •■- 
« There is a neighbour of Van, who was brother secretary 
of the Treasury along with George Rose, and who is now 
a noble peer under the name of Farnborough, in which 
parish (near Bromley in Kent) my Lord Charley Long 
has his mansion and park and some of his estates. I dare 
say he would be glad of an opportunity of lending the poor 
nation a little money, or even giving it some, if applied to 
in a respectful and every way proper manner. I am for no 
impertinence in these cases ; for no disagreeable questioning 
or altercation ; but just a simple and respectful appeal to 
the charity and generosity of the parties. However, enough 
of these things for the present. I must now get on with my 
tour ; which tour my readers will, I dare say, wish to see at 
an end, being, as it everlastingly is, interrupted by these 
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digressioBt. Welly then, to get on, we so^ off from €^K£>ir«^ 
o€k; a^ut two o'docl^, after haviag surveyed tlie Siulw^ 
VfATERf and taken leave of our friends; and after havkg 
(which I had nearly forgottep) been to see the straw bonnets 
and hats of Mr. Muia. My readers wiil recollect nay mi* 
meroiiB writings about this straw^honnet manufacturey a&4 
all the instructions relative to which I have given wUh so 
much care and neatness in Qiy little work called '* Cottage 
Economy ;" they will rec<^llect what infinite paias I took 
mbout it ; and I can tell them, that it was not only pains 
that it cost me ; but, altogether, more than three httndred 
pounds in the way of expense, without ever having the 
design or thought of pr<^ting from jt. myself ia aay ^eg^nea 
whatever, directly or iodieectly, I was^the odginatOir and 
the p^fecter of the whole thing myself. Thismanufaptoi^ 
gives decent and whoksome employment to mitny p^aiaas 
in the South o£ Eo^and^ and t9mf&$6 iato beautifal M^eloi 
ei dress the offal produce of our own oaAire £dkk. Amo9t0i 
ether pejssons who apjplied to «ub &r icforniatioa respeetuig 
this matter^ were two very simple but very worthy mea &om 
the OaKVBf Islands, which are situated to tbe nortk ^ 
the North of Scatlandf and about e^^t haadred nailea to 
the Dorth^of London* Whether I deserve, as the moniiedi 
^iteful, and ridiculous reptile, who writes the Scoisamm 
Bewspaper at EDiNBuftou^says; whether I deserve, as lim 
beaten reptile aays I do, to be deemed an enemy <^ Scoteht 
men, let these good fellows of the Orkney Islakos t«2L 
If they had come from my own native parish, I could not 
have treated them with more generosity and kindness. Hkt 
distance from which they came^ indeed, waa aa addttioaal 
motive to the exercise of kindness towards them. Victuals 
and drink, at all times of the day, and at the same taUe 
-with my own family, were at their service. I devoted to 
them time which I never yet bestowed upon peraena of high 
rank in life. 1 shoved them the various sonts of the straw; 



PJkI8i.BT. 173 

-expiaiBcd to then the nodes ^ platting, of bleadiiaf , of 

vtuKiBg the ati^w ; and tet some young wom^i at pkttitify 

t&eat tfaej night see U»em at the work ; gave them speciflMM 

<#( tiie platj and of the straw, and of the mode el sewittg it 

tiSigedier ; wrote many letters to them afterwards, and got 

£r*Qks from my Lord Foi.ke«tone and other nenbets» 

^Mt the postage night cobt them nothing. Before this they 

used to plat split'Siratv j and, for the making of that poor 

Mttle and €oafse-Uttff> ihsy used to import the str»w 

Jr&m En,§iand f They iww raise theif cwn straw ; and 

nboHt two thonsand M them, la those meat northern parts ; 

in those little klaads almost in the Frozen Ocecm^ now gain 

•omfortihle liriogs at theiir own little homes, by a iminufaei> 

turn which sarpasses everything of the kind ever seen m 

Great Britain, IM these people say Whe^ I deserve at the 

liABds of Scotchmen. I wonder, hy4iie4>yt wbe is tiia 

ianditw»er in the Orkkxts; what piond leather-^headed 

§0€l it is ; and whether he has not yet discovered that it it 

ins dnty to come to me and Uiank me for this great heneSl 

4onn to his kkuidsi if the banghty land ^upttl aad tnsolednt 

aristocmoy think it wise, tartly* to diseourage the progress 

of so dear a ben^t to the eovntry, neroly beeaus^ k caaaoC 

bo encouraged withoat adding to my oekbrity, and withent 

ecealiag pubMc gratitude towards me ; if they think that, by 

ibis eoodttct of theirs, tliey can prevent the people from duly 

oatimating my services and for facing grateful for them ; if 

the stupid things think this, or have thought this, will they 

wow open their oyes, or will they hb blind still ? Wtti they 

ntili psisevere in showing their insolent ^ite ; after what 

tiiey have now seen ? I think they will To die mordliea« 

taon of their |>ioiid stomachs, let diem know these things* 

tiiat the people^ the milUons^ everywhere say, *' If any 

** ^ker man had done this fpod to the country, he wmild 

** h«v4 been applauded to ^ skies by the aristocracy^ and 

^^ leadnd mtk rkhes at our expense f. that, even this hue 
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ttod maligDMit hostility (which is everywhere perceived ftnd 
understood) has made the people rally round me with ten 
^mes the zeal that they otherwise would have done ; audi 
let them, for their comfort, take this, that ninety-nine wcut^ 
out of every hundred, in the whole island of Great Britaiir,' 
are firmly convinced that the reform will not be worth on^ti^ 
straw unless I be in Parliament ! There, mass of stupid 
pride, take that, get it down into your stomach, or chew 
it about and spit it out again, just which you please. If I 
had the power to destroy you (speaking with some except 
tions), I should have as perfect a right to do it as a'maii' 
has to kill a viper that is just about to stick its teeth iiit^ 
his fiesh, and, if I were not to do it, as I certainly stioutf 
not do it, the forbearance would be an act of generosity and 
not of justice. Ah ! turn up your upper lip, and draw tfp 
your nostril, now, do ! Be supercilious asses to the lastl' 
But, remember, that you have an account to settle with the^ 
people, who may possibly be less disposed to forbearance 
than I am ; and whose demands, they being just and legal^ 
no man will have a rights even to endeavour to control.' 
Remember that ; and now listen if you like, or let it 2X0^ 
if you don't, to the account of my progress in my tour, which 
will be much better employment for you than the endeavour 
to hatch addle-headed schemes for driving the working-' 
people from the land of their birth, and for raising by 
steam-engines corn and cattle, which there will be no*' 
body to eat. ' 

After viewing Mr. M uir's great parcels of bonnets and 
hats, we came on through Port-Glasgow to Paisley, a 
distance of about sixteen miles. At first, and until after we 
pass Port-Glasgow, the Firth of Clyde is close uponf 
our left, with high and almost perpendicular rocks, covered 
on the top with scrubby underwood, on our right. Then 
gradually wheeling round to our right, we come into a' 
country perfectly fiat, stretching all round to a great dis^ 
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laoiM* Tbe land isaflprtbf fenny or niooriftk land, but ap** 
(NureoUj bearing fine crops of coro, though we saw hem 
nolle of those soble fields of turnips which yre saw in th« 
«ou9ties of Berwick, Haddington^ and Edinburgh, that ig 
to say, in the Lothians* The cows are still of the Atrshirs 
breed, and very fine. We arrived at Paisley about &vn 
o'clock, and Ilectured at seven, in a large church; I did 
the same the two succeeding evenings. On the 24th, I 
went, in consequence of an invitation which that gentlemaa 
gave roe in person at Glasgow, to dine with Mr. Spiers^ 
at his beautiful seat, near the Clyde at Elderslie; 
where I saw some as beautiful trees as I ever saw ia the 
whole course of my life ; and a great many of them, too ; 
in short, as well- wooded a park as is to be .seen in all Eng* 
land, and as well arranged and as neatly kept ; the pastures 
of this park as fine as can possibly be conceived ; scores of 
oxen fatting, and hundreds of the little black-faced sheep^ 
which, I perceived, get the foot-rot sometimes, when brought 
upon these fat lands, Mr. Spiers, who is called the 
father of the county of .Renfrew, who is said to be the 
oldest reformer in the kingdom, having commenced hie 
career in that way in 1778, who was ten years a member of 
Parliament for this county, who is a brother-in-law of liord 
Dun das, I believe a nephew-in-law of Lord Fitzwilliam, 
and who, of course, has had ten thousand tugs at him to 
withdraw him from his reforming principles, has, neverthe- 
less, the surprisingly great merit of having been able to resist 
the power of all those tugs ; as a complete proof of which, I 
mention for the satisfaction of my readers, and for the mor* 
tification of those toad-eating, spiteful devils, the hired 
scribblers of the Scotsmauy VLud Jack Walter, and the 
she-proprietors of the bloody old TimeSy the fact, so honour- 
able to me, as well as to all the other parties concerned in 
it; that Mr. Spiers (the greatest land-proprietor in the 
eoooty of Renfrew) came to Pauley to be chairman of a 

X 5 
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finner, girea tome there, ea the 26. of Oeteber^ aecoaiiia-' 
Bied bj his 8on4B-law, Mr. BoNTiir&y who k a caadidals. 
Irtrthe county (against Sir Michael Shaw SteitajitX 
irhoae adklress I shall by*and^by insert, who ie a youag^ mam 
af great promke, and who is, I . am ^gkd to say,, likely to 
BOficeed : this venerable and unirersally-respeetefl geatleBua|« 
accompanied, besides^ by his eldest and second sons, didaia 
tnA the reformers of Pais let ike very great hoaaur of 
pnsidifig at a dinner, which was eondocted ia a miuiaer 
worthy the good sense and pabHc spirit of the parties, and 
whichy after short, neat, and pertiaeot speeches frond tha 
gendemea whom I have named, aad from othem, and pacr 
tiealarly from Mr. Spiers's eldest eon, who discovered ia 
this little specimen, quite enough to convince me of his car 
fiacity to be greatly useful to his country. After l^iefie thiaspp, 
'this dinner terminated at a very early hour, without a siag^p 
nan appearing to have partaken of anything stroeger than 
vater. Here I, in fact, took my leave of the people ef 
Pa ISLET, amidst marks of friendship, such, indeed, as- I 
liave everywhere experienced, and such as would, if there 
were no other ties, bind me fast, to the last hour of my lifei 
to the service of my grateful, kind, and geaerous €Ottiitfy<* 
men. 



Dalzell Houses near Hamilton^ 28. OcL 1832^ 

The day before the dinner took place I went to see the 
beautiful manufiicture of silk, carried on by A$ir. Fultow 
and Sob. I never like to sfie these machines, lest I shonid 
ha tempted to eadeavoui to understand them.. I, caa^ 
■tanUy resist all the natural desire which people^ out af 
kindness^ have to explain them to me. It U also wonderful 
that as in the caset)f tjie sun aad the oiooii and the stai^ 
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I Ml qvai» flfUisfied with wUfiei6ii% tht «ffKt«. Thik tfik. 

aJBUhr^ however, afibrded oo^ very pleamg «iraumstaiMae«' 

It was aU pot ia aMtioa bj a wlle#]^ toraed by tbiee mea ; 

mad tbera wee a great miaber of yoiuig wemeii aad cirle 

eisj^yed at ibe work» and aU very neatly and aioely 

AnMsed« The thkigf they nake «re beautiful beymid de*r. 

amptioB* I weul afienmide t» iee tbe WMivtag of ehawk 

and of waiileolkt*«tuff at Mr. Bii&axTT's; tbe meane dnd 

operatiDa rdiatk^ to wbieh, appeared eiill aMMre woiiderfii}« 

In these fabnee our ^oaatrymeo now fittTpae% aot oaly all. 

tbe rest of EarepOy bot tboae of ladia too ; aod I upderetaad 

^MKt PAifti.EY eurpaasee ail the rest of the IdogdoBi ia thai 

WB9f^eei, A bleesed Governmsnt it mast be to produce a 

elate of tbiags in whioh a betrrack, fumisbed with weil-feda 

Yi^l^loth^dy and well-aroied soldiers^ is established for the^ 

pi»^se of keeping ia a state of obedience to the laws, these 

inf^ious and indefatigably industrious people, who, while 

the soldier* are well fed» weU elad^ and well lodged, have 

not half a sulSoieocy of food of tbe very coarsest kind ; 

IdiTe their bodies half covered with rags ; scarcely know 

what a knife, fork, and plate mean ; and have, in many 

ei^KSt notlung but a mere whisp of straw to deep upon ! 

Blessed state of things! Better that the counti-y should be 

nbandoned i better that it should become a desert, than that 

such aetata of things should be sufiiered to exist ; better that 

destruction shoiild come upon the whole of us, than that the 

makers <^ these beautiful goods, should be thus compelled to 

live like hogs and dogs, whili^ those whose bodies are 

decorated by these goods are wallowing in lu?^ury, proceed* 

ing from deductions made irom Uie earnings of these inde«^ 

fatigable people. Oil the same. day, when I expected to go. 

and see Mr. Dujicaii Hekpe&sok, who, from his attach-. 

ment to me, or rather to jny writings, had taken so much 

pains to ouUirate my an'n^ I was informed, that I bad to sea 

bis widow^ fiaflf that he had died on the day of my first 
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anivml i^t GItASoow. As a mtrk of Biy tetpeei for fkf 
nemory of so worthy a man, a man of so much paUie 
spirit^ and so justly boloveol, I went to see Mrs. HsKDEasoiTy. 
atwhiok she .was very much pleased ; and she showed m»« 
letter, written hy myself to her late husband, on lAaA 
ahe had set so much value as to have it framed asl 
hong np as a pictare. Not to see him, and still man 
to find that he was dead, really oast a damp over mj 
pleasures at Paisley ; though at no place where I halt 
ever been in my life was I ever received with more cordi^i 
Qor was ray reception anywhere ever aoeompaniedj widi 
circumstances better calculated to leave lasting impresdoai 
c^ gratitude on my mind ; amongst which circumstances I 
must by no means overlook the hospitable, the kiud, tte 
cordial, the brother-^like, and sister-like manner in whichl 
was received, lodged, and ent^tained by Mr. and Mia 
Archibald Stxw A KT, of whom I took my leave yesterdsy 
morning (Saturday the 27lh), and came to this place by the 
way of Glasgow, stepped again at Mr. Bell's, beiog dieie 
taken up by him and brought to Hamilton where (agsio 
m a church) I lectured last night. I forgot to mentisa, 
that, even on the day of the dinner, I went out, in tfa^ 
middle of the day, and lectured at a very nice little msaa- 
facturiog town called John stoke ; and I will be boundf» 
say, that a more soul-stirring sermon never came from that 
pulpit before. I did not meit the hearts of my audience, 
but 1 made them pretty hot, when I described the flaanner 
in which my Lady Sutherland had swept the people of 
the land in the North. ** What ! " exclaimed I, «< have 
** we not a right to be upon the land of our birth ? Ars w» 
** to be told, that we are bound in duty to come out and 
** venture our lives in defence of that land against a foreigo 
** enemy, and yet, that we can be swept o£F from it wfaes 
** the landowners please V* Faith, my Lady SuTHERLAiritj 
would have had some new thoughts come into her head, if i 
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^iMild bave wkoMsed the indigoaQt and enraged looks of my 
iieaffere/ 

. i Tkis nooa*leeture at Johhstone was to make up for tlie 
idle time io.the erening that was to be passed at the dinner; 
So that, here have I been in Scotland twenty days, and I 
Imto lectured every day except the Sundays, and on each 
of the Sundays I have written a Register. Having tra- 
▼dled) besides^ the belter part.of twa hundred miles during 
Ae same time, slept in seven different beds ! ** What I " the 
LoKD Adyocate and Abercrombib and the Potters 
mod Shuttleworth and their mountebank, andCHAR** 
MiET Pearson and Sergeant WILDE and Lord Met.* 
Bourne atnd the tallow-man znd brewer privy-councillor* ; 
>^ what !*' will they all exclaim, ** will this devil of ours never 
j9ie and never be ill! '' And old daddy Burdett, that 
poor diBcrejpit patriot, will exclaim, " What! and is he then 
^f actttaflyto come and pull me along by the ears, ' gout' or 
^* no gout^ and perhaps through ' a heavy fall of snow ; ' is 
^^ this never-eating, never-drinking, never-sleeping, never- 
<^ resting, inflexible, hard-hearted dog, to come and remind 
** me of what I used to say about the regiment and the 
'^ room ; about Lady Louisa Paget and Mrs. Fox and 
'*. her daughters ; and about ' hired sheriffs^ Parliaments^ 
*' a»d kings ;' is he to come at last, in reality, and drag me 
^* as a badger is dragged out of his hole, and remind me 
*f of what I used to teach about the *' necessity of pulling 
',* down great families ; ' and, above all things, is he to 
<« come and drive me out -to face the cheated people of 
'* Westminster^ or compel me to help him *• to tear the 
** leaves out of the accursed Red Book ? ' '' 

From Glasgow to Hamilton (near which is the 
famous palace of the Duke of that name), the road runs 
along not far from the Clyde, and we enter, in fact, into 
what is called ** the vale of the Clyde^* which has in it 
orerythbg that can be imagined that is beautifali Cora* 



I 
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fi«ldi, ptctiireti orciardt^ woods, beaatifiil in dwir om' 
form as well as in the variety and fine gprowth of the InHSk 
Dr« Dajca]>»i>svil (who wnto in the satte tomb tfaat I 
wxiie m when I am at Bolt^court) amd, that tb^n w«s» m^ 
tte^ in Scotland, or at least aamethiBf pntty asarif 
amoiiatiog to that. I wonder how they msaaged it t$ take 
bin about without letting* fakn «ee tnts. I suppose that 
Iiek"sptttle Boswell, or Mrs. Pioirsr, tied a baadage otmr 
his eyesy when he. went over the country i^iach I hwre beaa 
ov«r« I shall s^eep away tiXL this bundle of MeK I have 
no whim and no piBJudice to gratify: it is my boskMSs te 
speak of things as 1 find diem. On the 1st of Novamber, i 
am to go to Lanark, which is at the ^^faUseftheCi^de,'^ 
I defer my account of this vale tUl I have been thither, and 
aatil I haTO seen both banks of this beautiful river. How 
surprised my readers will be to hear of Scotch orehanda, oa« 
single orchard being worth from five hundred to a thoasaiid 
pounds a year; and that, too, an orchard ]u>t exceeding tea 
or twelve Ei^ish acres in extent ; and, how iadignflxit they 
will be when they are told that the present Reform Bill; 
brought in by a native Scotchman, GIVES FEWER 
MEMBBRS TO ALL SCOTLAND, than a«e given to & 
population in England NOT EXCEEDING THAT OF 
EDINBURGH ALONE, aad not anythiag Ifte that cf 
Gj&asgow alone 1 

But to remark on these matters^ and to prove to EagOsh- 
men, that this treatment of Scotland is as ^uriou^ to Eng- 
land as it is to Scotland h^wlf, must be pat <^ till my aexf, 
which will be dated from I cannot tell where* 



' Nmo Lanark, L November, 1832. 
Here 1 am upon the most interesting spot' of earth that i 
c«rer set my foot upon in the cbtvie of my lonjg^ and raoBbUog 
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1^ Bn^t ^i<^ ^ psecoed to gire aft aceo^nl ef whftt I 
lutvw secuft oa the iwo h%aka of tha xivftr Ci.ti>b^ I wmsi g^ 
back agaifly as in reality I did, ft^m Dai^zblx Hovse ia 
Gi'A^SGOWy.oo Mofiday^ tlw 20. October, to. attend »t n 
pnWe dif^UHT these giTen to sue ; a»d at which place on tfa^ 
30. and 3 It, I gare leceures fa? the benefit of two daeaes of 
t^^ wortiag people.. 1 lauet therefore- quk the Clyoe foi 
the pre»eet, aod fp h^k to Glasiiow, wete I remaliied 
firom the 29. to the 3l« iafljufiivey aad vhere the traofMedoae 
w^ce such 1^ not to paea witheut full notice ia thie ny 
a^ccouiU el Scotlaiui. I ehall prohaUy not have room £»r my 
iMilices relative to the couatiy, the. aeeoeryy the orehaidfl-, 
9lid ather things on the banks of the Clyde, imtil ny 
&ex^; but, at any rate, I qaust do foil justice to ihe 
jMi^i^ica/^ar/oftbe^e my CAL&DOHiAir adventures; ihis^ 
filer all, being the matter of the greatest ienportanee^ the 
eense, the steadiness, and the courage, of the Sceteh ; tlMtr 
IMlherefice to what they onee get firmly into their heads ; 
Ibeee beli^ well known to the whole weild, it is of vast !»« 
poctanoe that aU my readers, and particukoiy my Losdl 
jGrasY, kiiow the true state of their minds with regard tv 
me; for though his lordsMp may possibly emile at that, and 
draw up Ids nose, and turn «p his uf^er Up, it were as weU 
if he did not do jt, ^d if he p4td attentiim to the facts 
which I am about to put upon record, and which facts it m 
laafossible for me to imitate, frntliAg them here upon paper 
which is to be read by theasanda upon ihoueaads of "wic* 
pesses. 

In my last I mentioned thai I lectured at Hamiltok oa 
Saturday, the 27,, went that night and slept at Dalzell 
House, whence I dotted Ihe dose of tbe.leet niimber of this 
account; as thai kctnEiiig/hekegft |o the pari whidk tide 
Aumber is to emhmee, I shftH oetice some partteolars belons^ 
leg to it, befofie I coms^ hsiA to GiiasiHiw, aBd gi«e aa 
^fco^nt of whai took, place there. These pmrticHilafs am 
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▼ery nterestiAg, and will •how my 7aad«r» alt orer tlie kiD^*^ 
doB the nftlure of the strugigle going on in Scodand* Thtf 
leeloring place was in what is called the Bitboher chmdr; 
that is to say, the dissenting church. Here is an established 
church in Scotland ; an established Presbyterian church ; 
the priests of which have the aneient* Ca&oiic chuvdMS 
(where such remain); and which priests- are paid by what 
are called Tiekbb (which is only another word for tidies or 
tenths): but these Tievds are not a tenth' ^part of the- 
ptaduee as in England. They are an annual alloMi^ce el 
a certain quantity of com from eadi elBlate. This is o&t 
rendered in kind, however; but in money, according to the 
market'^price at the time when the payment becomes doe* 
For instance, the priest is to be paid- for so many boles oi 
wheat, on account of ftuch an estate, on sC certain day of the . 
year; so on throughout his parish. This mode of payment 
renders it a great stretch of disinterestedness to iudnoe the 
priest sinoM'ely to praj^ for plenty; for the scantier the crop, 
the higher the price ; and the higher the price, the lugfaer is 
hlB pay. This is putdng disinterestedness and -piety- to 4 
▼ery severe trial. In the great towns^ there is an assessment, 
on the rental for the payment of the priests^ The patronage 
of the livings is in the principal proprietor of the parish; 
so that one of these great lords has the appointing of a 
dofen or two of priests. 

- This is ttJa&A. the established church of ScoUand. Bal 
there is the seceding church; that. is to say, there is, in 
every considerable place, a large part <^ the people that have 
eecededf or drawn off^ from this established church. They- 
do not differ from the other in their creed, or in their mode 
of worship; but each congregation insists on the right 
of nominating its own minister, and also insists on the 
mbister being maintained by v^untary costributiottft, aod 
not by compulsory assessments, or by Tien ds. So that 
bere are tu)o churches^ one et which is pi^tty nearly as^ex* 
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tensive and as firmly establbhed as the oiber; am), as the 
seceders have generally the moit able and most ^llge&t 
muiistersy they are daily gaimog ground over the established 
eluurch. 

It will easily be conceived that the estab^sfaed charch> 
exekisiTely under the patronage of the nobility, and trem- 
bling for the stability of the Tibnds and the compubdry 
assessments, are not very warm friends of any change ai 
ally particularly of that very great change, the absolute ne« 
cessity of which is the great burden of all my lecturingsw 
FftTBoos' have noses as keen as that ef a crow : they smell 
dangeff at a greater distance- than any part of God's crea* 
tion. - It is said that the Bald^Eayles^ in North Ameriea# 
they being in Canada, will smell a dead horse upon the. 
borders of the Gulf of Mexico ; but, wonderful as this 
may appear, my belief is, that the noses of parsons are stiU; 
finer than those of these Bald^Edyles. No wonder, then^ 
that I have every whiere found the estabHsbed churches shut 
agaiiMt * me, ' while .the seceding churches 'have, wherever , 
neoeisary^ Bong open their doors for my reception. Thii 
was the case at Hamilton, where the fine-nosed .gentry 
citn4ed thj^ir hostility a little ffurther than merely shudjug 
the doors of their church. They spread aboiit the assettioft 
that I was an infidel, and did everything in their power to 
prevent people from attending the lecture, in which,: how* 
ever, they by no means succeeded ; and I had a very nume- 
rous audience, considering the sise of the place. Having i 
heard of what had been goidg on, I began by observing^ that 
I had written and printed a hundred volumes; that I 
chidlenged the Kirk to set a hundred of its priests, ^ach to 
ttfke a volume, and to find, in the whole hundred, if they 
could, one single sentence hostile to religion or morality. I 
then rented to them^ that the Government itself^ once took 
apaper'of my writing, had a miilion of copies printed^ at a 
costto the public of between three atid four thousand pouadtf 
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copies of which it sent bj the post to every part A in the ^t/hxie 
kingdom, wiik directions to have it read from the pulpits f 
And read from the pulfute it wae ; and that, thenefui^, it ym^ 
rather hard that the Kirk should represent me as an infideVl 
After hanag prefaced a littk forther, I proceeded with mj 
lecture, striidog my opponents in a yery tender part, of 
which, however, I was not fully aware, unti} I afterwards 
learned the £aIIowiDg particulars; namely, tl^at the regis** 
teation of votes for this borough (which has been hooiked on 
to that of Falkirk and another or two) showed that abott 
a hundfed and tvnenty pensioners resided in this little bo* 
lOttgh of Hamilton ; that a Mr. Au60stcs MvamAT; 
HiOQ of Lord DuKUOiiE, and a nephew of the Duke of 
Hamilton (the great lord cft the country h^e, who has a 
mansion in the town, and a monstrous palace in a park jnsC 
by it), is the^^ Whi^ candidate ** for dik bunch of boreughSy 
m^inst Mr. Gillok, the present meanber imd the radicdf 
Asudsdatey whose firimids had invilsd mto to feature at 
Hamiltov. Besides M ikm, tiiis Mr. AvGtrstos Mem^ 
Ji AY is eitfaor the brother «» the nephew of Lady Av0vmr£ 
MvtLSLAY, the mother of the children of the Deke^SM^ 
B£.x; the monstrous pension of which lady I haive i^ 
sinmgly rsmazked upon on so many occasions. It is vety 
cnnoas that the party whom I met at my friend's house at 
Hamiltok, all west to see the very fine and fiobie ^lace 
receady erected by the Duke ; and some of them told me^ 
that he wished me to go, if I chose, and have the palace and 
ether things i^iown tc me. It is vety curions, 1 say, that 1 
should take it into my head not to go, notwifhstandinrg im* 
poftanities so very pres^ng, that it was hardly good manners 
to resist them. I did resist^ however, to the great astoni^ 
ment, and not entirely to the satisfaction of friends whom I 
was naturally extremely anxious not to displease. I saw 
tiiere was danger of some atrociotts newspaper lie arising out 
of asy appeaiaace at that palace* Besides, there would 
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hav^e beea -a spedes of meaoaefia^ ereu m pttUing niy bead 
nadier the roof of a man ^boae power it is one of the pfo- 
fsBsed objects of my labours to curtail. The drcuaiotafkceS' 
which I have above related as to Mr. Murray, will, when- 
t]be. paper shall reach the eyes of my friends who were of the- 
fparty on that day, convince them, I trust, that ayy refusai 
to Join them on their vidit to tlie palace was founded Os- 
good reason, and did not arise from perverseness or caprice* 
, From Hamilton I went, as be^Qce related, to sle^ at 
pAL;z£LL House, stayed there on the Sunday, and om 
Jljdaiulaj morning, the 29. of October, went bade t» 
Glasgow to the dinner. This dinner is a matter of 
great importance ; oot as it concerns me, but as it shows- 
the temper in which the people of Scotland no^w are; 
I .shall insert a report of it, as fiyea ia the Glasgow 
Chrouick of tlie 31. of October. Every one will kjo^w- 
l^w im|>06sihle it js to be accurate, ia a - rep^t made 
iMuLer siich drcumstaoces and to sack an exitefit The re*^ 
p»r^ tkere£»re^ m«ist net be taken ;ss. at aH uc&lf, because 
k owitted to mentionf the most material part of wbat I staled' 
relative to the calumnies of By rjdett and his BHist in£&i&eu» 
fxew of newspaper hireHngs* After stating the ckeum** 
ataaces U9der which 1 received Uie money {iremibim., I pro^ 
caeded thus: -'' The ruffian miser sees it couiinaaUy pui^ 
i' jEofth, as he himseH first put it forth; that I went of t<y 
** Ameiica, to carry away his mouey and defraud him of itj 
^ The miser knows> that h« gave it mie t» clear off a debt 
^* ^fv«d to Mr. SwAiiN, a paper-maker, a&d ait acquaints 
*/ anc« of his own, and that Mr. Swanjb went and received 
^ the mon^y, ajad sot I ; 'the villanous miser knows, thsX: 
^* I had to borrow mooiey of William Clemewtj the pro- 
^*, prietor of the Morning Ckr4>mGle i(wha then published 
'^ tiie Regisier), is order to o^unry me aad my family ter 
^ Ap^erica ; the miser knows that he spread the story, in 
^' order to prevent me from, ever again showiag my fac« ifi 
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*' England ; the vile lady-and-child miser knows, that I 

** Yoluotarily came back again to face him and his demand ^ 

** the wretched miser knows, that the Government having 

" stripped me of everything, my own friend, Mr. Timothx 

^ Brown (whom he first introduced to me), made me a 

*' bankrupt, and carried the bankruptcy through at his ow& 

** expense ; the grinding miser knows, that Mr. Brown 

'• wrote to him, * You say that Cobbett owes you money, 

" *come then AND SWEAR TO YOUR DEBT;' the 

** wretched miser knows, that he did not dare to come and 

*< swear to his debt; the miser knows, that in 1824, when 

" a'subscription was proposed to be begun for the purpose 

*' of putting me into Parliament, and when he was afraid oi 

seeing me upon the same boards with him, that he then 

wrote to his crony, Richard Gurney, of Norwich^ 

^ to say thai he would subscribe Jive huiidred pounds^ 

** and that he authorised Gurney to show the letter to 

** my friends in Norfolk 5 the ruffian miser knows, thai., 

" when, in 1826, a subscription was proposed to put me ii;i 

** for Preston, he wrote to Colonel Johnstone, then 

*' member for Boston, telling him that he would subscribe 

^' for that purpose, and that he afterwards repeated this to 

" Colonel Johnstone verbally, and told the CoLONiti. 

'* te name the sum that he should subscribe ; let the exe- 

" crable miser choose, then, between the baseness of tender- 

'^ ing his money to put a rogue into Parliament, the baseness 

** of having made the tender without an intention to fulfil 

** it, and the baseness of hiding himself from taking a part 

'^ in the atrocious lies published by the hirelings, while he 

" is underhanded ly assisting the hirelings to circulate those 

" lies. The conclusion is, either his charge ajgainst me is 

*' utterly false, and he is the foulest of all calumniators; or 

** he has been, twice, under his own hand-wriUng, ofiering 

'* his money to put a rogue into Parliament. Let the ruffian 

" miser choose between the two." 
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: Witb regard to the rest of the proceedings at the dinner, 
they will speak for themselves. Every one concerned in 
.them not only makes allowances for little inaccuracies, hut 
must feel wonder that a report at such lengthy and so accu- 
.rate, could possibly be made out and published in so short ft 
«pace pf time. As to what Brougham and Melbournc 
And prosperity Robinson and the Edinburgh Review- 
.^Rs and such- like people may think of this dinner, it is, 
perhaps, of very little importance ; but it is quite necessary 
that my Lord Grey view it in its true light. He ought to 
see, and he will see, that we did not meet here for the pur- 
pose of eating and drinking ; that it was a meeting held for 
,the purpose of declaring to the whole nation what was the 
feeling of this great and opulent city^ with regard to those 
principles which I am so well known to entertain, and those 
^eat measures of which I am regarded as the champioo* 
.In this light it is that my Lord Gret will view the thing. 
It was not to honour me personally, nor -to honour me at alU 
it was to do honour to the political principles which J haye 
so long been maintaining. It would be childishness to view 
this matter in any other light. Viewed in this light, every 
Incident, however trifling in itself, becomes matter of im- 
portance. Here, then^ in a city consisting of two hundred 
thousand people, distinguished at once for everything that 
is elegant, and everything that is opulent : literary institu- 
tions, arts and sciences, navigation, commerce, manufac- 
tures, and all in the highest perfection ; the emporium of 
Scotland^ surrounded in every direction by towns and viU 
lages, all animated with the same spirit; and here, in this 
great city, under the name of a convivial meeting, it is sent 
forth to the world; that the political principles of Cobbett 
are the predominant political principles of Scotland I This 
is the light in which every man of sense will view it. The 
low and filthy wretches at Manchester have actually l^a 
Bending down pamphlets from their mountebank to Gla8gor« 
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Mid wrhiDgp pressing letter* to their fmode at that city, to 
circnlate ^ pamphlets aboiit^ ** in order to show wp Coi^ 
BBTT */' The proeeedinge at th» dinner oonstknte tfaeano 
«wer to liie despicable reptiles, whom, if I ^te hot a ie# 
years longer, I will hunt off the face of this earth : I ^ 
laako them, and the tallow*man priry-couttcillor, know 
what it k to employ a moitntebai^^player to do that whieh 
they were too great cowaixis to do themselves. I shaH Be 
hack with them prettj quickly now ;- and I will make then 
feel the consequences of sending pamphlets to Glasoov^ 
So much for the dinner at Glasgow. I wished rerj tnxuAi 
to get off for England immediately after that dinner was 
over ; but the working people had been excluded from. As 
le^tnves by the prices necessary to keep the theatre from 
being a scene of confusion. They very much wished that I 
would Lecture to them upon terms different from those ei 
^wbieh admission had been given at the theatre. There wem 
two bodies of thenf, the Trades and the Mannufacturers* 
I, at once, very gladly offered to preach to them for nothing; 
and it was fixed that I should do it to the Trades m th6 
theatre, on the 30. of October, and to the Manufacturer! 
in a church, on the 31. of October; and this I did. The 
delegates of the Trades delivered to me, upon the stage, i^ 
address ; to which I, upon the spot, gave an answer, which 
I had written before. These two papers I 'here insert, 
deeming them to be of sufficient importance to justify ths 
application of the space that they will occupy. The address 
was prefaced by a very handsome and eloquent speech from 
^ delegate who handed it to me. I do not know what 
Brougham and his gang of reviewers may think of thiB 
matter ; but I know that if I were a miuister, every bone in 
my body would rattle at the bare thought of attempting to 
carry on a system held in detestation by millions of men, of 
whom these delegates are a fair specimen. 
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. Relucted Sir,— We, the uadereign^d delegates frem 
various ehapfy factories, and dktriots^ in behalf of a great 
pocfioo id the operatives of GJasgow, are desirous of ex* 
fUressiBg our heartfelt fpratifieatioa at meetiog with a person 
ythom yoftamiuotts pdkical wdtiogs, the produce of half a 
fi^iitury, have done so mueh towards keeping the public 
niod io wholesoiae agitation, enabling us to form a just 
ac^oiate of the wen and measures which have so loag mis^ 
directed the magnificent resources of a mighty nation. 

We icgoice to behdd speedily approaching the inevitable 
doom of those enormous impositions, in the exposure of 
frhi{& you have been such a valaable instrument. And we 
are prond to think that a man, originally a labourer for his 
daily bread, should be thus &ted to rise on the ruin of the 
amtocratic caste by the mere force of his own industry and 
talent, proving that mind, when vigorously exerted and 
diiiected aright, is all-powerful in overcoming^ ^e fallacious 
syatems imposed upon the many by the greedy and am* 
bitious few. 

Notwithstanding the epithets which you have so unspaiv 
ifig^y bestowed on persons whose conduct you could not 
approve, and however much you may have wounded tlie 
MUtional pride of Scotland by so liberally slandering her 
name and people, the operatives of Glasgow regard these 
ebullitions as the efiiects of a strong dislike to the iniquitous 
measures and false theories of political economy associated 
vnth the parties you addressed, and that you must have 
drawn the character of Scotland and Scotchmen from the 
cdnging booing place- and-pensien hunters, who, in bye-past 
parliaments^ presumed to represent our much-abused 
country ; and we sincerely hope that you are now happily 
undeceived. 
We also sincerely trust that a place for you in the ensuing 
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Parliament will be secured, whereby you will be the move 
efiFectually eoabled to apply those gigantic powers which y^u 
haye hitherto displayed in your writings ; and you wiil^ by 
a consistent, steady,. and undeviating ' perseverance, prove 
that neither wealth nor place, but the reduction of thtt 
astonishingly iniquitous Government which has ao lottg 
degraded us, is the great object of your life — that you will 
ever bear in mind the ruinous condition of the working 
classes, the justice and necessity of extending to them the 
elective franchise ; and that you will loudly call for imme- 
diate amelioration, by the increasing of our means o£ com- 
fort, and removing every obstacle to the free exercise of our 
industry. 

The operatives of Glasgow are the more immediat^y 
interested in the removal of the stamp duties on newspatpefs, 
having one of their own, the cheapness and wide circulation 
of which they deem of the highest importance ; and also a 
law to limit the time of working in public factories, and in 
every other depaitment where children are employed. They 
consider it equally necessary to affor4 workmen opportu- 
nities of acquiring useful knowledge, and they therefore 
press these matters upon your attention as they would iipoa 
the attention of all those who assume the functions of 
legislation. 

That you may long enjoy sound bodily health, and unimr 
paired mental vigour, fur the great struggle in which joa 
are about to be engaged, is the sincere wish of, 

Respected Sir^ your friends and admiren, 

James McDonald, Chairman diaries Matliteton, from Om 

John Tail, Secretary Paiutera 

John Stewart, from the Weavers Cliaries Kelly, Bridgeton Dislriet 

James Nisb, from the Cotton- James Simj>soii, from North 

Spinners Quarter uJiIon 

Henry Dnnn ditto James Hottstoa,from the Hrrweit 

B*CaiDpbe)l,fromtheShoemaker8 Donald MMntyre diuo 

John Ballaotine, from the Brass- Alexander M'Kay, from the 

Founders Bricklayers 

p. pewchnns, from the Bakers John Henderson. South West 

BobertGrladlay ditto Union 
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^ JIPiHiam MnVr, Tetiter 

. Hugh Kirkland^ Dresser 

■Jfofiii HeudersoD/ West- street 
Factory 

Hugh M*Kcrzie, Pres. of Green- 
street District 

Bobcrt Stewart, Daygate Toll 

• District 

.Alexander M'Cullocfa, from the 
Letter-Founders 



Peter M'Grigor \ 

Thomas Steel { 

Robert Gilfill Wari trades, 

James Brown I - 

Matthew ThorupJ 

Charles Rattray, from the Calico- 
printers 

Stephen Fenner, Carver and 
Giider • 

Neil M*Visor, Spinner 



MR. COBBETrS ANSWER. 
Gentlemen, — It has been the boast of the present Prime 
Minister; thai *^ he would stand by his order ;" it is my 
boast, that I have always' most firmly stood by mine, which 
is that^ as you truly observe, of those who' labour for their 
daily bread. The other order, not being able to endure the 
thoughts of acknowledging the superior talents and wisdom 
6f oiir order, and not being able to corrupt me, have been, 
for now pretty nearly thirty years, endeavouring to cast me, 
by some means or otiier, into the shade, if not to effect my 
destruction ; and (most curious to behold !) they have gone 
on, sometimes adopting measures, sometimes rejecting mea-* 
sures, seemingly for the sole purpose of opposing my prin- 
ciples and of falsifying my predictions; till, at last, they 
have .inade it a quesition, whether their order shall, or shall 
itot^ continue to exist ; while I have gone on increasing in 
influence, and while my order is as firmly established as the 
foundations of the earth itself. 

' Be' assured, gentlemen, that this journey to Scotland was 
not at all neceissary to convince me of the intelligence and 
virtues of Scotchmen^ against whom, in general, I never had 
a'prejttdice in my life, and, therefore, had none to be re- 
moved. In speaking of the perverse and renegado pretended 
philosopherSy who, like similar reptiles in the distant pro* 
vitices of the Roman Empire, have gone to the seat of 
government to sell their own country and help to enslave 
ours, I have been obl^ed.to designate tbeni by naming the 
part of the kingdom from which they came ; but I have 
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invariably said, at the same time, that I imputed not their 
disposition to the people of Scotland^ whow oppressionsy 
nvhenever I shall have the power, I deem it mj duty to 
remove to the ntmost of 'that power ; and^ in some xneasiir^ 
my joitrney to Scotland, by the great knowledge that it iias 
enabled me to acquire, will asdst me in the performance of 
that duty. 

With regard to an extension of the snfiiage^ the abolitioii 
of stamp«duties, the rescuing of children from the hardsliipa 
to which the wants of their parents induce diem to esipoali 
them; with regard to all these, I not only heartily concur 
with you in opinion ; but am aheady bound,, fagr a, HraH 
ttdlemn pledge, to the people of Oldham, to .do my utmost !• 
accordance with that opinion. 

. Gentlemen, be pleased to receive, and to communioale tj» 
the working people of Glasgow, with every mark of n^ 
sespect and regard, my sincere thanks -for this addiea^ 
compared to which, a patent of nobility itom tlw fiiag 
would be regarded by me as some dirty, toad-eatiiig ballad^ 
put in competition with the Bible. 

I am, Gentlemen, 
Your faithful friend, and most obedient seivaat, 

Wif . CQBBEIX 

Glasgow^ 30. Oct. 1832. 

The next evening I gave a lecture to the manufiifttuiers 
at the ToLC ros s dhurch, in the eastern district. Upon . tys 
occasion also an address was delivered to me, before tbe 
audience, previous to the beginning of the lecturia. Tins 
tkddrese was also preceded by a very clever speech, from te 
gentlemen who presented it ; ^ gentlemen these are^ If we 
be to judge from their understandings and their tideiils* 
The ADimESs was as follows. Afbr which came iim 
lecture, to a very numerous audience* 



, TO MR. WIMJAM COBBETT. 

Sir,— 1^ kdulUUmts «f Alie.«a«t iBglckst df the barony 
parish of Glasgow, itaid^oiifacnr villages adjaeent, baving^hem^ 
selves^ accordingitalheir^different circumstances aiui abilities 
long and arduooslystr^ggledin the cause of radical reform; iumI 
who, through many ^yeamisf. protracted suffering and deeply^- 
felt d^;radations, have, from the streqgth and acumen of 
your many writings, which they have been in the practice of 
^tosuHiltiiig .wkh ^ studious avidity, been led to look up to 
^gtfm as the m^h^ champion, the undaiuited and unshakea 
jldvocAtexf. that great and glorious 'Cause, And^ Sir, wltb 
^b^iugs de^ened by an interest and pleasure which thej 
jwukt words Jto e:q>ress9 they congratulate themselves on the 
g^mA of your visit to Scotland, your progress to, and stayjin^ 
'Ihe importajat icity of Glasgow ; but in a particular manner 
in jKHUtappearance here this ^irening^ to give a aatisfactioa 
f»f hear^ and a triumph to the recollection of an anxious And 
jvatelUgeot ^(Hunmunity* 

And now, Sir, as they hold that through your agency, by 
Ibe strength of that mighty weapon which you have long 
gelded, and dp.stiU so iode&tigably wield, the enemy has 
heeAjGnade,to .bow his head, that one step has been gained 
Din the road to national emancipation, they do hope, na„y are 
assured, that in life your labours of love shall not cease until 
Ae whole is accomplished. That the sphere of your useful* 
ness may be ^^tended by soon having a seat in the legisla* 
Mire of our country; and that you may live and enjey the 
Uessiag of health until your soul being satisfied with the 
succc^S'ef your work, your spirit may rejoice . together with 
tl^ lE^piats af an emancipated pe<^le« when they shall raise 
the song ef (triumph over the broken chains of oppression^ 
axid the grave of tyranny, is the fervent and sincefe prayer 
oi, Sbi, your ardent friends and admrers, 

K 2 
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The radical reformers of the east district of fkt 
baron J {Muish of Glasgow, &e. 

(Signed in thw name and behalf by) 

JobD Kenniburghi Chairman WiiliaraOray 

George Allan James Brash 

John Donaldson Jameit Brnngh 

William Patersoo James Crichton 

William Thomson James Water^ton 

Bobert Craig John Hannah 

J>and M'CunueU John Kennibargh, Jun. 

East District of Glasgow, Oct. 31, 1832. , 

To describe the enthusiasm of these worthy fellows ft 
quite impossible ; men, boys, women, girls, children six fi 
seven years old, all squeezed about me, stretching out theft 
hands begging to touch mine. The men, who conduct^ 
the business, scolded them and wanted to keep them offj 
but I said, *' Let Ihem alone, let them do what they Kkei 
they won't take any piece of me away/' Upon these dC* 
casions it always occurs to me to think how quietly the basS 
Potters and Situttleworth and haughty Baxter and 
«the tallow-man privy-councillor and the brewer and''oid 
*^3awling Burdett ; how quietly and uninterruptedly they 
Would get along in the same place ! They got me into ^ 
vestry : one brought a Bible, which his wife had desired hiti 
to bring to me, that I might write my name in it, on th<6 
blank leaf, that she might have it to show to her grand* 
-children : another brought one of my own grammars for th« 
~ same purpose ; another brought another book. I was quit^ 
astonished myself to find that my name and all about nM 
were so v/ell known amongst these people. One blessed me 
for the Protestant Reformdiion, another for ** my Admee 
to Young Men,'* " Ah ! poor deluded creatures ! Poor en* 
thusiastic creatures r' Brouoiiam and his Edikbcr^h 
Reviewers, will exclaim. Oh, no! my bucks! Thatwon^t 
JSio ? for this is the country of " antalluct.** If, indeed, it 
had been in Sussex, or Kent, or Hammhire, or Wiw^ 



•|liUE» where I had been sayiog that fire was a good thlog; 
^^en, indeedy you might have said that it was chopsticks ap- 
plauding a brother chof>stick ; but this was ia the country 
of '* anialluctj* Therefore, no shuffling, if you please. I 
knew very well, that I had the Scoichies on my side as 
well as the chopsticks ; but I had not the proof to produce 
without coming here : I was sure that it was so ; but I wanted 
the means of making others sure of it, too ; and I have now 
done the job : I have now bio wed up Maltuus and the 
nrhoie crew : 1 have been into the accursed '^ hoothies :'* I 
)iave sent my account of them over the world; I have 
brought it back to be read in Scotland, wWIe I am here and 
|w}>licly exhibiting myself with that description having been 
f«ad by the people of ^Scotland. I have shown» I have 
proved, the doctrines of Maltiius and the Edinburgu 
crew to be damnable doctrines : I have proved to the chop- 
ttifiks of England* that they ought to perish to the last man 
to maintain the poor-law of Elizabeth unimpaired : I have 
ftow produced practical proof of the object and tendencies of 
STURGES BOURNE'^ BILLS : in short, I have blovved 
tke hellish conspiracy against justice and humanity into 
^0 air* I am thinking whether the **feelosofers*' will 
now go to find out that happiness and independence which 
mse from an absence of poor-laws ! What do they think 
0f Ireland i I really should not wonder to see Dr. Black 
torn to Ireland now, and to be followed by Brougham and 
$31 his puffing tribe. Ah ! Doctor! come and join me before 
I get out of Scotland, and you shall hear some of the ex« 
fcrationa which your countrymen pour out upon the Mai' 
thusian ^^JeelosofersJ* They do hate you all from the 
bottom of their souls. Come and tell them that you are a 
Malihusian, Let the '* all jaw and no judgment ;* let him 
€ome and tell the people in the eastern district of Glasgow, 
that be is *' prepared to defend^ to their full extent, all 
ike principles and propositions" of the pensioned parson 
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Malthus ; let him come and say that to the people loifttir 
eastern diatrict of Glasgow : l^t the jawing f^tow d^ iff KMr 
a wet day ; then let him see how long it will takie for ^ 
waters of the Clyde to wash from him the dirir wi^ wfaTcH; 
in five minutes, he would be covered. 

Scotland ; the happy state of Scotland arisinff' from His 
absence of poor-laws ; Scotland being thus snatched ftom 
them, and their being hardly base enough to refer to die 
liappy state of Ireland, I should uof wonder if they wers'tor 
go to Austria, or, in case of failure there, to Pobaihi'OI 
RtTssiA ; or, which would cut the thing short, at once li 
the infernal regions tltemselves. The* base and lazy ▼iSaim 
must endeavour to keep their doctrine up; by preacditBg Ail 
doctrine they get placed and pensioned and providied' for bf 
the detestable oligarchy of England*: tlie scrawling raffiaos 
must keep up the doctrine^ or, awful to think of! tfaey 

inust go to work \ The- V4ilgai>minded, t^e rftay,.tbi 

unfeeling villains, who seem a& if they^ could dnndc liotbbo^ 
rather than suffer sweat to' come through their ski'm; lanat 
Ifeep up this doctrine ; must continue to feed the kodbd 
tyrants with the hope of being able to reduce Ei^Srii 
labourers to lodge in '^ boothies,** and toi feed upon.oatt) 
barley, and peas; they naust keep this hope alive;- they 
must continue to make the land -fellows in Bnghmd hope 
^at they shall be able to sweep the people off the land, or to 
make them live- upon the food of horses and of hogs; tiii 
ruffian slaves must keep this hope alive, • or t^ey ^lemtdVet 
must rake kennels, empty privies, or crack atones* 

On Tuesday evening, after having been at the leetoM 
before mentioned, I went to see the Royal Exbhaoger l^ 
candle light. When I- was there before there was an iiai* 
inense crowd in every part of the building, so •that I eorid 
have no fair view of it. I wished to be able tonollaer^il^ift 
a rather partieuiar* nrnnner;^ because tfceir ** exikakf^ 
toe the tubjeot of beast with Lee^s>; M^AKCHBar-fiR^ &i* 
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liEftPoeL, Bristol, ftod other great commercial places* L 
Ittve oeTer vieif«d any ofithem in a particular manner^ having 
sftTery good, qpinioa of the politics of the persont generally 
assembled in thera. Here the case is different : every thin^ 
thati I have met. with here (laying aside the constant kind»> 
Hess and polit^iess with which: I myself have been treated) 
has had a tenden^ to create in my mind a great respect 
iiar the per»mscthat usually assemble in this place ; and from 
that fieeling. I am now induced to give a ha^y account of it, 
thinking that it may be entertaining to my readers, if no^ 
M$^ul beftides^ in enabling them, from tins specimen, ta 
ji^ge of the style and manner, as well as of the magnitude 
aad opuleaee of this city of Glasgow,. which, observe, has^ 
by the. gracious goodness of the pro-<K>osuls of Scotland, tiooi 
TaiKiTT-HousE pensioners, while Nkwbiggin (consists* 
log of a hundred and twenty -£ve souls) has eighty-Jive ai 
iMoae. pensioners I 

. This edifice is placed between two of the principal streets 
^tlie city,. Q»een^str€el and Buchanan-street,, vrith its 
front to the. fbrmer, looking eastward, having' a noble Co* 
tinthian p<»rtioo^. which faoea^ and is seen from the whole 
fength of IngraM'STRCcI'; smother very fine street, ter^ 
minated to the west by this grand portico of the E^hange; 
Ihe portico is formed of two rows of pillars, eight advanced 
in front, and four farther back on the flanks. Above, and 
immediately behind the portieo, rises a cupola or lantern, 
hitilt of the same fine white stone as the Exchange building 
i*. This cupola or lantern is also of the CorinthUm order 
e£ arohiteetitre, and' is supported by about a dozen columns, 
^th a. vane surmounting the whole* Here is a place 
intended for a^lock, which, being to be lighted by gas, is* to 
show the time at night as well- as by day. Round the oth^ 
three sides^ of the KKchange are numerous columns of the 
flame order^ of course; and at the westam endiof it, sepa<» 
rated by a. hnsMl and finely-panned street (there being, the 
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same on each side of the Exchange) stands the Royal Bade,, 
of Scotland y which is also built with the same fine stone, 
having a portico with six columns of the Ionic order, and. 
capacious enough to hold ten thousand bales of paper-money ;^ 
while on all sides you see splendid shops and places of busi- 
ness 3 all, in their several degrees, bearing the outward and 
visible signs of great solidity and opulence witkin. 

As to the inside of the Exchange, after passing under the 
lofty portico, you pass through a grand entrance -hall into 
an oval-shaped saloon, having a cupola above for the purpose 
of light. You then enter into the great room, or, as they 
call it, the news-room, which isabout a hundred and twentyj, 
or a hundred and thirty feet iu length, I suppose, and aboat 
sixty or seventy feet broad. The floor above is supported by 
several lofty pillars,, most judiciously arranged, in two rows^ 
running the whole length of the room, each pillar consisting 
of one single stone. Thus there is a grand promenade in 
the middle of the room ; while tjie two sides, each of which 
has three large and elegant fire-places, are fitted up with 
highly- finished mahc^any tables, for the subscribers, mer- 
chants, and strangers^ to read newspapers, noiagazines, and 
other periodical publications. They say that here are a 
hundred newspapers taken iu ^ and, amongst the rest, I cast 
my eye, without seeming to know it, upon a little octavo 
weekly publication, in the fate of which I felt somewhat 
interested, but which, in an account of a building so mag- 
nificent as this, the reader will consider as too unimportant 
to be named. This splendid room is lighted by several 
brilliant gas-chandeliers, pendent in a row from the middle 
of the ceiling, which is arched, and very beautiful as to its 
decorations. The height of the middle of this arch from the . 
floor may be thirty or forty feet. 

p Very much to the credit, and strongly bespeaking the 
character of the directors and proprietors of this establish* 
ment, and, indeed, bespeaking the character of the cit^ 
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itself^ this news-room, which is opened about seven in the 
mbrniDgy and is not closed till ten at night, is quite free foi 
the admission of all strangers gratuitously, without even an 
introduction by a subscriber, as is the case in all the news*- 
rooms which I have seen in England. The subscribers are 
about fourteen or fifteen hundred in number, who pay, I am 
told, not forty shillings a year a piece, which, one would 
suppose impossible to be sufficient to remunerate those who 
•erected the building' and who sustain the establishment. 
The construction of the building reflects the highest credit 
on the architect, who is a Mr. Hamilton, somewhat fa- 
mous, however, in his other undertakings of a similar sort, 
both private and public. The principal projector and pro* 
Bioter was Mr. David Bell, who is said to have devoted 
that attention to it, a share of which doubtless (and a largish 
share) he will devote to a very different object when he shall 
have exchanged his present state of ^^ single blessedness*' 
for a state of vastly greater blessedness, because that will 
be double I 

A gentleman who appeared to be a West India Merchant, 
told me, that the grand room up-stairs was devoted entirely 
to the exhibiting of samples of all the sugar imported into 
the Clyde 5 there being, however, a variety of other rooms 
for other mercantile purposes, lliis a£fair^ which^ Royal 
Bank and all together, is said to have cost not more than 
fifty thousand pounds, would, if it had been an undertaking 
conducted under the auspices of the jobbers of the city of 
JiOndon, have cost half a million of money. Those vagabond 
jobbers, who make me pay church-rates to two churches 
without letting me have a church to go to, would have 
spent more than fifty thousand pounds in eating and drink- 
ing success to the undertaking ; and would have voted 
themselves, and their wives, another hundred thousand 
to pay the expenses of ^* $ummer excursions/* in order to 
produce a renovation of their faculties, impaired by the 

K 5 
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cKcess of tfaeir guitling^ andgiatiiig^ ondhMf^mneiir poro^dt^ 
ieg and executing the jcb ; in sbort^ the^ wovldflsunr inaAs 
«l(ttC4 and plunged tbe cit3r deeftor in dabtithrar Uris ODir; 
And that i» qmte deep eoougln Tfa^ eitsr^ debti aoit M 
^nati<Bial debt" will both ga tog^lier*; diein d«elrtMlm 
naM oyerwheim azidextiofuislv a lefe of temduf mm-Ti^m 
a«^ t^at ever were desirojred' Irf water or tqr -fiiv^. 

Bdow the gmuodf fioor of tfa» Excteings^ »e$.a edfee* 
Tmuse^ private rooms, » larder most: beauti^IIjriifidfatMfflH* 
dai^j fiimislied, all k^ in l&e neatest and'iueest? nwnmti 
Aher eoming from tiie lecture, as I m^itiooecH bdbref, I 
urent down into these aparttttents wkh some ffionfe^ wbeiv 
we were furnislied with tea, and other things, t^eordbagH^ 
4»n fancj ; amongst which, were oysters^ which' ans reef 
al>iuidant both here and at Eduybxtrgh, small' and'Wi^y 
and as good as I ever tasted in London. A friend vakA 
me, upon thia occasion, whether ^' I did not think that this 
" would be a good plaoe for the cf>llective, who- niigbt goow 
*Mown and gorge and guzzle here below, while tlie^Iaff* 
'* making was going on above, iostead of comii^ rattHog 
^' down^statrs to give their votesat the risk of thetp dronkeii^ 
^* necks/- I answered, that those beastly aod^ in^oMai 
eoenes were ^^ b^^gone ;'* for that, if a reformed ParUam^*^ 
were base enough> and insolent eooi^gh, to attempit topcM^ 
laws, and say " Ayb " and " No>** while picl^ng thefc? 
teeth, and belehing out brandy and water; if a refermarff 
Parliament were to consist of men base and insetent enetigi^ 
to sit and make laws- in tho nndst of a cook*shop and a ts|^ 
lu>ttse, I trusted that ih% pe<^e would know whatf was- das' 
to themselvesy and that tbey^ would soon cowriboettM^f^ 
formed Parliament that it stood ifi needtyf fuffhierrelbrmhifi^ 

Thus I quit this very elegant' biHlding;' and^ fyt iik 
fireseni^ Glasgow itself; forthoegh I am l^go^bad^te^ 
again for ono night, it will only be to givaa FA^RE'WSCfi 
XEcxuRfi, and then set off into Ayn^dre^ on- my wtyts 



Elngland. I am, here, at the famous New Lanark, which 
is near the celelwated '* Babuls ov tub Clyde." I saw 
ii.rbQok- o&od«oif«¥iewft of thd GiiYO&r^ Ncilbing.. np&a* gaper 
Wifi.fflye any oae an idea of^th* reaUly imthiscaAak Bbtj 
te^giire ftoyduog like a true accottat o£ what I hai^ nan^ 
-g wai ; to da anything a{>pioaehiiig t» jvciice'- to^ th« watess) 
tlte woodS) the vesdast hiiki^ the Dttmerons and most beaii^ 
ivAil orckaids of^s^l^lea aad ||eaf4 and pluiasy.thfti I hW9B 
«een on the. banks- of thisr river, and on. those of the Gmjx^ 
JMMM alkd Avmnip whioh eapty- thems^ves into > it ;; and" of 
the £^en$ (as th^ aie oailed). wlooh lead from the hilte 
4a>wn tot ^hese xi?era; to d& amything. approaching towarde 
J^isticfrto all thesOy.will demand time, one mement of which- 
UoAve. net now at my cgmasand^ having to lecture at the 
boroii£^ of La»a>r.k to-night,, and having to set off for< 
Gx*A3G0w early in the mormag. 

Wm, COBBETT, 



New MUhs^ 5, November, I S32, 
I'gotheze yesterday, leetured here last night, am to go to 
KiibMABi^ocK to*morrew, to Dumfries next day, and the 
day alter, to Garlhsle. I shall have to. say a g^eat d^l 
tkmxt tUm plaee, vary neftr to which is Loudon castle ; and 
<]£ eoiuie, the Masquis of Hastings is here the chief lord 
oftl^ country. I hare no time te say anything at all ae t9 
•this pkce ; but I will justsay, that I wish Brouoham and 
^km ^^ feeloiefers** had seen. me- come in yest^day, and had 
heaidime make the chnroh ring last i^ht with a desertptioa 
^ the conduct and fatuie intentioas ef the Whigsi and had 
heard me urge the necessity oi introducing^herEnglish peor«»^ 
kw« into Scotland. That is all at preseatA 
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. . New Milns^ Sunday, 4j. November , 1832. 

At the close of the last letter, I iDformed my read^s tiMt 
I had arrived in this little and most beautifoUy^-sitQated 
tnaniifusturing town, which is an ancient borough of the 
county of Ayr, and of which I shall have to say a good 
deal by-and-by, after I have gone back; in order to do some- 
thing like justice to the banks of the Cjltde, aad afiter I 
have pursued my routfirom Glasgow to this place. 

The Clyde, the firth, harbours, and commerce of whuli 
I have spoken of sufficiently, takes its rise in the kifty hiMs 
-which divide the counties of Peebles and DuMtatEs 
from the county of La'^iark. Like other great xirerSf it 
has tributary streams falling into it ; but it becomes a great 
river soon aft^ it has tumbled over the celebrated fedls^ 
Lanark. No man living has ever beheld, in my opmiou, 
a river, the banks of which presented a greater number and 
a greater variety of views, or more beautiful views, than 
those which are presented to the eye on the banks of the 
Clyde. Some persons delight most in level pastures oa 
the banks of rivers ; some in woods of trees of various hoes^ 
some in hills rising up here and there nearer to, <}r mere 
distant from, the banks, some of the hills clothed wtlh wood|» 
and others with verdure; others (delighting more in utility 
than in show) seek on the sides of rivers for an intermixtuf* 
of corn-fields^ pastures, and orchards | others (having a 
taiste for the wilder works of nature) want to see deepfoadks, 
some of them three or four hundred feet hi^h, with woods 
clinging to their sides down to the water's edge; wiiile 
there are others (caring nothing about sterility so that they 
have the romantic) that are not satisfied unless they see tiis 
waters come foaming and tumbling down rocks thirty or 
forty feet high, with perpendicular sides, as if cleft by a 
convulsion of nature, and these side rocks crowned at the 
top with every variety of trees, over the tips of winch yo«i 



iirom the opposite bank, see the verdant land covered with 
cattle and. with ebeep^ or the arable land with corn or with 
.tttcnips^ the finest that the eyes of man ever beheld. Such 
'itre some of the. various tastes of various persons : let them 
!idl come to the banks of the Clysb^ and. each will find that 
vhich will gratify^ as far as this matter goes, every wish of 
ids heart. 

I da not by any means exaggerate in any one particular* 
Id Scotland or out of Scotland, justice to my subject as well 
as to my readers would Ud me say this ; but I am not 
mxre that I should say it if I were not sure that I shall be 
out of Scotland b^ore it can possibly be read. To be sure, 
liie* kind treatment that I received from every soul that I 
came near, gentle or simple, on the banks of this river, was 
«^tremely well calculated to make everything appear to me 
<* cotifettr de rase /' atid, if I had been forty years younger, 
St might well have apologized (considering who were some 
of the p^sons from whom I received it) for a very consider- 
able degree of exaggeration ; but any description that I can 
give is very far short of the reality. I have always taken 
great delight in viewing the earth in almost all its shapes, 
•jmI in contemplating its various productions. Born in a 
very beautiful valley, lying in the midst of the wildest heaths 
in the world, but which heaths are continually presenting 
to^the eye of the traveller little beautiful spots, I contracted 
the habit, when a child, of comparing one of these beautiea 
with another, and the habit has stuck to me throvighout my 
whole li£B. In Nova. Scotia and in the United States of 
America, how often have I stood to admire the water«falls 
in the rocky creeks^ with lofty banks, trees growing out of 
tlie interstices in the rocks ! How o{ten have I wisht^ that 
every soul in England were there to see the same ! These 
creeks^ as they call them^ are cross rivers, falling into the 
great river ; some of them mere little streams ; others, such 
a* we should call rivers ; just thus it is with the tributary 
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atreaow of the Cl y de, with tliis dtfiereneey tlNkt, lo^AaDcmi^ 
tfaa surronnding'country consists (tf esdlftswoodA ; .vdienat^ 
OB the banks of these Seotch creeks yoa^see the g^tean UHg 
or die com-fields over the tips of the trees that cover tfas 
lofty hanks. These creeks- hove- all their fidlB apoo at 
smaller scale. The Clyde its^f has three gp^and fiiUi; 
the first in going up the river, a little nearer Glasgow:: tlias 
die borough of Lanark; the seoond about three mfles 
farther up; and the third about a mile aibove. th«fc;.aiid 
beyond that the river, comparatively insigmfioact in sizt^ 
winds gently through a moory tract* <^ laud lying, at thai 
foot of the mountains. The first of these, fidk brings thai 
water down sixty feet from the bed ab^re; the^ secoedi 
about eighty feet; tlse third not so much. The middlA 
falls are just above the manufaetunng village of N«w- 
Lanark ; the vast and various machinery of which ier.p^ 
in motion by the waters, taken in amestcnrioas mamieroaii; 
of the river, and applied to these purposes. Thia^ N^w. 
Lanark, of which we heve heard, so maicii as cooaeoted 
with the name of Mr. Owek^ stands upon a little fiatj^ 
which nature has made on one bank of the river,. o» whirii, 
the manufactnring building^ stand, and also dweUtng-houaeat 
for the work-people. This village is about a mile a&df» 
Imlf from the town of Lanark. At. one end of it. ie at 
beantifal park, which, together with its mansioa, aie ocoo*; 
pied by Messrs. Walkers, who are managers of this mami** 
facturing concern on account of a company called the 
'* New Lanark Company." This house and perk were 
the residence of Lord Justice Olerk, Mr« Quebk, who.wea 
made Lord Bracksfield (the name of this seat), aft^ 
his famous works with regard to Muibj PALM■at.G&fr»' 
RALD, and Margabot, those pai^amentary leformece 
who w^e transported by the sentence of this man.. la thie 
hoeae, whidi looks down into the'CLYDE^ at . about two, 
hundred yards distance, aod is in eyery^ reapect as heaetifal 






ftrip*|paco«a\mlI'l»' u»a^4d$ It was lodged in the vttf* 

same room which contained th^ present impeml^lttugbteiei} 

dPthe Poles, and the presetit' L(mi> CHANckiiLOR, who/ in 

liis way, is falFas great a man as the other, and entitled to^ 

f&ll as mach admiration. In going from the town oTLaV'* 

auk; down to the new village, you come to a* spot^ as: you' 

descend the hill, where* you haire a fu!l view of the great' 

fSlIs- *of^ the Clyde, with - the accompanying rocloi and!^ 

ulroods which form the hanks of the rirer. At the same^ 

time you see the green hills, and the cattle and sheep- feed*- 

Ih^ on them, at the summits of the hanks on each side, and^ 

orer the tops- of the trees. The fine buildings of tlie fac-' 

tx>fies are just under you ; and this, all taken together, is by 

fir the most beautiful sight that my eyes ever beheld. * 

We went up to the* very edge of the falte, stood upon- 

the'trps of the rocks agd looked down upon the smoking 

water. In the crevices near the tops of the rocks, the* 

jackdaws have discovered inacc-essible places for depositing 

their nests;* and here I saw such multitudes of that bird; 

such as r had ffevcr seen before. There were thousands 

upon thousands of them skimming about over a sort of 

Hay, formed* by the twirling water after it comes down the 

fklh. I could see that their mouths were open, but the noise- 

df the water prevented me from hearing- their chattering, for 

which r was very^orry, as the same noise necessarily prevented' 

them from hearing an invitation wliich I gave them, to come* 

lip and take possession of Eord Holi. akd's new church, in-* 

*• Addison Road,*' near **'Cato Cottage" and ** Homer 

JHIla,^inthe seosibte parish of Kevsingtott. On the 

side of the rising hit], on one* side of these fallsj is the seat* 

of Lady MAinr Ross, sister of the Buke of Leinstek, 

who has very kindly had' paths made in her^ woods, for the 

convenience of persons coming^ to see the falls. On the 

other side* are the remains of an old'casde (rising up amongst 

tlie trees) called CoREHDtrsE Catstte, nearto whichr isUhe' 
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seat ef a Mr. Cranstoun, a Lord of Session, who has npw^i 
.^e title of Lord Corehouse. 

After having been to the falls^ we came back through the 
ipanufacturing village. All is here arranged with great 
skill; and everything that you behold, dwelling places of 
the people (about fourteen hundred in number); their 
dresses j their skins ; all bespoke cleanliness and well being ; 
all savoured of the Quaker, I have never been into any 
manufacturing place without reluctance^ and I positively re- 
fused to go into any of them here, alleging, that I had na 
understanding of the matter, that the wondrous things that 
are performed in these places, only serve, when I behold 
thein, to withdraw my mind from things which I do under* 
stand. Mr. Bell prevailed upon me, during my first visit, 
to the Clyde, to stop at a manu&cturing village, belonging 
to Messrs. Monteith, at a place called Blanttre.. 
Here the water-wheels were wonderful to behold ; but they 
afforded nothing interesting to me, who thought a great deal 
more about the condition of the people, which appeared to 
be very, good here also, than I did about the cause of the 
movement, or about the mechanical effects of the machines. 
Being at New Lanark, however, I was rather curious to 
know whether there was any reality in what we bad heard 
about the effects of the Owen *^JeelosoJy" I had always 
understood that he had been the author of his own great 
fortune, and the founder of this village ; but I found, that 
the establishment had been founded by a Mr. Dale, who 
had had two or three daughters with great fortunes ; that. 
Mr. Owen had got one of these daughters, and one of these 
fortunes; that Mrs. Owen had been dead for some years; 
that the concern had long been in other hands ; that the 
only part of it which was ever of his invention, was a large 
building, in which the *^ feelosofical '* working people were 
intended to eat and drink in common ; that they never did 
this ; that there had been a place at some distance from 
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Lanark, fixed upon for the execution of the ^'Owek 
PLAN ;** that a Ikrge space had been surrounded with a high 
stone wall for the purpose ; that the scheme had been aban- 
doned ; aiid that the wall had been taken down, and sold as 
old stones I The building, in New Lan a rk, which Owew 
had erected for the ** feelosofers ** to carry on their com* 
iDunity of eating and of drinking, is used as a school' room ; 
and here I saw boys in one place, and girls in another place, 
under masters appointed for the purpose, carrying on what 
is called '' education/' There was one boy pointing with a 
stick, to something stuck up upon the wall, and then all the 
rest of the boys began bawling oiit what that was. In one 
large room they were all singing out something at the wo>d 
of command, just like the tribe of little things in Bolt 'Courf, 
who there stun the whole neighbourhood with singing '^ God^ 
save the King^^ *' the Apostles creed," and the ^^ Pence 
table,** and the fellow, who leads the lazy life in the teaching 
of whom, ought to be sent to raking the kennel, or filling a 
dung-cart. In another great apartment of this house, there 
were eighteen boys and eighteen girls, the boys dressed in. 
Highland dresses, without shoies oh, naked from three inches 
above Uie knee, down to the foot, a tartan plaid close round 
the^ body, in their shirt sleeves, their shirt collars open, each 
having a girl by the arm, duly proportioned in point of size^ 
the girls without caps, and without shoes and stockings ; 
and there were these eighteen couples, marching, arni in 
arm, in regular files, with a lock-step, slow march, to the 
sound of a fiddle, which a fellow, big enough to carry a 
quarter of wheat, or to dig ten rods of ground in a day, was 
playing in the corner of the room, with an immense music 
book lying open before him. There was another man who 
was commanding officer of the marching couples, who,'afiter 
having given us a march in quick step as well as slow step, 
were disposed of in dancing order, a business that they 
seemed to perform with great regularity and elegance; and^ 
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ifc w«» quite impossiUe ta seeibe Iialf*i»kedlad8.of'twclr<i 
or tbirteeB) fnitdiig their anas round Ihe wai8t»af the lhiiil|^ 
dad girla of tbe same age, without clearly peicetvl^ tbm 
numifeet tendency of this mode of education, to fHemal 
** premature, marriagBS^'" and to " cheek populaiua^*' . 
It is difficult to determine, whether, when pecqile «M 
huddled together in this unnatural state, this sort of 8oldiec«r 
ship discipline may or may not be necessary to efSeei ihm 
purposes of schooling ; but I should think it a i"ery strangft 
thing, if a man, calculated to produce effect by his- loaxoing,. 
oould ever come to perfection from a beginmiig like -tint. . Ih 
i» altogether a thing that I abhor. I do not say that it ma^f 
mat be useful when pec^lo are thus unuaturally oongregateel^ 
and, abore all things, L am not disposed to bestow cBtsmm 
on the motives of the parties promoting this modetof . adiKi 
•ation; for the sacrifices which they make, in order to fpm 
SttceesB to their schemes, dearly prove. that thdb motireaam 
lyenerolent ; but I «m not the les» convdnced^tfaatiit is • 
mdanoholy thing to behold ;* thatitds thie revefse of domm^A 
Ufe; that it reverses the order of nature;, that it SHdeet 
minds a fiction ; and, which is amongst the grcAtestof ilt 
evils, it fashions the rising generation to habite^of impUeii 
stdfmission, which is only another term fiajp-dvil and poMtioiA 
daveiy. However, the consolation is, that it is impossilib 
tb^ it ever should become anything like general ia aiqf 
nation* The arder of. the world demands thatnineHffiathaof 
Idle peojf^e i^ould be employed on, andin^the al&irs af,.tk» 
kinds being so employed, they must be. soattare^^ abaal 
widely : and there must be hames^ and domestic Jile £»r tha 
£ur greater pact of. the risiog^neration. When men coi^ 
traoft a fondnesa for aoytlung. wiiidi has a.great deal, of 
vavdty- and. of strangeoessi in it ;: when they btood over: a 
ooBteroi^atiGtB of some wonderful discoverer wlodi ihi^ 
think they have made f when thejt sufifiBor iilaog ta afasorii 
a^'the poweriiol ^eir minds* ; when.^wy. ba«« been ift tfait 
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«tale &r anf camidM^W lesgf^ of' tune, tlwy, v^Mf b«doni«r 

iprirf> .as>iMr affielattoto.thematttr whioh. has tiuHuaibioiliedt 

All tlidjr ii)eatid;faimltfie»; and tJiay tiuiik tbemi^el^Ki iiwi« 

nrnm tban all the' rest of mM^od^ in exact i»»iM^tiim<to thm 

^bgpr^e.of their madlieM« It k* unfoitonatei eoou^^ w^m 

fcfiies of this sort lead only' to diiapp^otment aadtisdiciile;^ 

hut^tbe parties beoome objects of real'compassioD^ ^en thv 

«eeeQtric folly produeen dissipatioa of fortune and the'roia* 

o£ futtilies. 

r. From this account of the ^' Owsw^^^lak *' I oomer t» 

fiomethingagreat deal more pleasant, the numerans asct 

^Bt^uLaod beautiful orchards on. the banks of the Cl ydsv- 

oa. its two. great tributary rivett> ^e Ga vzimvu- and thac 

AvBK^ andon the banks of. the numerous gUns^ which tef<> 

annate wheathey arrive at one or the other of these rivecs^ 

.y<iw> I have seen the orchards ever, the greatei^ parti o£ 

Pfivomhirei Somersetshire, GlouiceflfcerahioB^ Herefofd«l»i% 

mod* Wosoestershice* I ha^- seen* the' orchards: in. Penn*- 

i|^l«ania> New Jexsay,. and in. that *' garden of Amerioay^' 

liOBg. Isiaad.;^ and Lliave nara seen finer oroharda t^afflrcoa 

Ae* banks above mentionnd; and Thava never seen; at one 

titne,^ a. more beautiful, i^w andvadetj o£ apples,, than & 

SKnrnn.the tableolMr. Hamilton ofiI>A2ii;nLX-HoiJi»fe^' 

fB the, 29« of* October. The apples,, pears^ .and plums> w«t» 

g^Uhered'in^.but there were the tceee^ and the leav«ft Mill 

tj^pon them^. and' mose dear,, more thriving, trees I nev^ei^sawr 

and I believe that some of. them, surpassed,,, in point ofsiae^ 

m^fUhat liiad ever seen in my life.. AtJiie exquisitely^ beatt^ 

liittlf lanaof Mn A ecu i ba li> Dou g^a Sr^, ealled^M a^l na^^ 

i^:Ga6CLB| winch is situated- in. a^ beantiful flaty wasbedi 

on one side by the Ci»i&Bft, and- having a^semi^ctKmlar weodi 

aatting mend the bach oi itcat s convenieBtidistaneft; at this 

plMft I' saws etftsditt9.ottlAin; the paik as omamitfital trees^ 

appldftnees^whieh I thoB|^ extended thetr lateral branchea 

t»:tisttttly &ti^in.eveiy* di»etie» from*- the;ti}nnk of tlu Ume, 
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wittcb, obsenre, is a eircamfarence of a hundivd and tweiit)^ 
fi9(et^-. fon&iDg a shade quite safficient for fiffy oxea UrHi^ 
down in* These trees were straight in the trunks, aithd llrt^i* 
top. shoots perfecdy vifcoroas and clean. I map hare s«^ 
largper trees in Herefordshire and Long* Island ; but T <£b i^ 
think that I ever did see any so fine, taking trunk, branch^; 
and cleanness, altogether. But these fine orchards m 
genercUf all the way up the Clyde, from very near Glas-' 
Gow to the falls of that river. Mr. Prektice, the editor, 
of the Glasgow Chronicle^ has the good sense to have a: 
pietty considerable farm, at six or seven miles from Ola#^' 
GOW. About three English acres of his land form a gardeor. 
and orchard, the trees of which are about six years old, very 
fine, quite free from canker, bearing very fine fruit. Thi^ 
cherry* trees are very fine also ; the plum-trees are- fine;* 
and an orchard is not a mere matter of ornament e¥^ 
j^asure here, but of prodigious profit ; under the'apple aiid* 
peai^trees are gooseberry or currant-bushes^ very well nMH^ 
naged in general ; and these orchards very frequently yf^ 
more' than a hundred pounds sterling in one yearfrofiik ^n(f 
English acre of land! This year, it is very curious^ that 
die crop of apples andpears has been so extraordinarily'smal^,'' 
while it has been so extraordinarily large in all the a|^e* 
eiMMities of England. Like other things, the fruit here hai^ 
ftUen in price »ace the time of the PANIC, in spite of th(f 
'^ eitemA^cf one-pound notes,*' as Sir John Sinclair caHl^ 
them. Money hasr not grown up '' like grass tmder ^^ 
eom-s mouth" as Mn Attwood says it ought ; and theii^ 
face the pecuniary produce of orchards, like that of GMit' 
and manufactories, has been greatly diminished. But tfaesCF 
orehards are always a source of very considerable income;* 
I think that my friend Mr. M'Gavik, of Ham^ltok, tM' 
me that his orchard^ which is less than an English nca^ 
has yielded him eighty pounds a year, clear money ; and it 
is no uncommon thing for the proprietor of ten or a dosef 
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I, to:«eU thfi fruit by auclidii upoa the treeyjor- aome* 
4iti^ ap^oacbiDg a huodr«d pounds ao acre* In our apfd6 

' 4i|4{iMities no man thinks of anything but frail to make eider 
^pd perrf^ : hete, the whole is t|tUe»fruit; and» as I said 
Jbfs^re, I hare never seen so great a variety of fine apples is 
Koglaiidy at one time^ as I saw upon the table of Mr. 
JSamjltok, of Dalzell-Housb« This orcharding is a 
real business ; it is conducted in a very excellent manner ; 
JIK cultivation of the land generally takies place amongst the 
^ees ; tbe trees.are kept in a very nice state ; 1 saw scarcely 
^y canker 5 no cotton^blight ; and in very few orchards di4 

" I. see any moss, though I did see it in some. 

. ,Ainoiigst other pleasing things belonging to these orchards^ 

Mr. Stewart (the proprietor of some very fine orchards) 

has some American trees^ sent to him by me> which are just 

ln^inning to bear, and he gave me a very fine apple whic^ 

Jbad been gathered from one of them this year. << Cast your 

Jii^ead upoa tbe waters/' says the precept, '^{and have 

•patience to wait to see it return." I sent from England* to 

Loog.Islandy to Mr. Jesse Platt, to send me some 

cuttings of applertrees ; they came to me at Kensington j 

Mr» M'Gavin, at Hamilton (four hundred miles from 

Kensington), got some. of the cuttings after they came 

&om Long Island; he put some of them upon some of^e 

hcanc^es of his trees : and he showed me a bough which 

had proceeded from this cutting, from which he gathered 

{f^ pounds weight of fine apples last year I What a deal 

faacve I done in my life<-time to produce real and solid good 

to mf country! and how different has been the tendencj 

of my pursuits to that of the pursuits of the noisy, «aat^ 

ing, jawing, populsrity-hunting, newspaper-puffing fellow, 

Baoughah; who, or whose partisans, cannot point to one 

sip^e ffood thing that he has ever accomplished ! 

.Mr, Hamilton, of Dalzell, took me and Mr» B&lXi 
to Lanark, as I have before meationedi on the 1st of No? 
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ir^nfber* 'on (^w r«Hifii -io^hLAseav on Ifae Snd, *]ie 
IcintfeiMMigli^ ID pwim ance'Cif pwri o t a iaiiiiteiiuii, te*lA»ii 
to Sir ^^K4iT StcvabtV^ «t A^iAffrPMi. f 'foai'qiiil 
iBir Hbhrtt *6tevabt tft DAX2ELi>Ho>o«B,en *tt»B ]Hdh 
¥10118 Bonday; «ad be liad -done me ^Hie faenetirto 'preaaAmt 
(In my clmracler of brother tree-platfter) mik a tsopy of :idl 
book on Hhe remoTiBg and pkintiBg of trees. Tim hoA ll 
iDOt to be read -in n buny, being fiiU of priaeiples asd- ef 
edienoe; but before I got!to Allawtov, inapile ei di tni t]^ 
ing and other hubbubtng , I contrived to 'find finae to veai 
some part of <be bodk. Sir Hcjtrt 8t«ua«t iiv«B^ia« 
yery ancient family mansion, in the mid^ eiim^wn modeii 
catcAy-sised estate. He fonind the «p9t arewfid the hnm 
dee^tttte of trees, and, therefere, destitifte of 'beftutj ; aat 
beibtts aetually, by his own mee^aciieal -operolietWy SMidfril 
«8 pretty a landscape as can poisiii^y be iaaagiiied. A swk 
of ^ater^ or rather a soak, thatcame 4owb « sovt of ^waasj^ 
'he has turned into a very beautiful lafee-; and| as .to 
4ie has brought tkem, of all ^izeSy hom tbe sice of 
k^to the Mze of-yotir body, and a great dfeal "biggery 
phieed them aboat upon the groiuid jtwt whese he plrModi 
Landscape >has been hk jstudy, and ^aoy thing in gieacer por^ 
fe^tion than this, as far at any rate as relates to treesy it ii 
impossible to conceive. The trees are not oftfy of the ^aapat 
torts, but in their proper plaees; ^rat'Oniy present the .f^ce«l* 
est possible variety that nature has given tbem, as to Jdady 
height, and form ; hut ^every tree is in a ^aie ^f vi^orem 
ffrowthj having an appearance of having groim jroma 
upon the ^9ot ; shoots at the tops of them two or three 
)ong^ ^uid not leaving the smallest room to suppose that 
tliey had ever been removed at alK liow many <90iinti|r 
mansions are there in England that stand in' seed of tbt 
hand of Sir HEiritY Stbuart ! He showed me -trees aa 
BigTOtmd as'my body, ^whioh he4iad caused to be taken >up 
JnaA carried amile^ or thereciboats, and to be planled vhefi 
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imsm lhe«i, at «n expemeioCftbout fift««o sbittmgs a»piieM* 
Bb4nMw4iaw'he has done i^l tb»^ you im»t read bU bMk, 
it^dbeing impossiUe for me to give any ffattsg like^as'tdeqiHile 
dg mi ptionof die^eperatioA. 

f»< Biom Sir BsK RT Steu art's, which lies a few ouiee 
ifotaat horn the Cltde, we came hack to Dal£lell« 
SLovBEy OB our way tto Gxasoow, paeBiDg throog^ the 
aetate of Sir Jabees Stewart, at CotTRTNBSs; aad here 
i-eaw some of the prettiest hedges that I had ever seen in 
iftj Hfe« They are cooipesed of a mixture ef heech and of 
«ihitetheirn> with a great predomiaance of tlie former* The^ 
<«bout eeven feet high from the ground to the top^; the 
about seven feet wide, and nicely clipped on iroth side* 
tip to a ridge. The fields, in one part that we went through^ 
^reie fine pasture : on the side tliere was a daiiy of beau^ 
§aA. Atrshjir^e cows, and over the o^er hedge a little drove 
•f West Highland cattle, feeding into fat beef. Theae 
liedges are veiy common all over Lanarkshire. Sometimes 
Amy are ctif^sed into the shape of a wally lower or higher^ 
according to the fancy of the owner, aiKi always in good 
taele. On our way we were shown the eeat cf Sir AirR3Ei* 
mmrmn Ck)ciiR^N%9andlhen, passing tbiei^h the grounds^ 
aad clese by -the /house, of Lord Beviiayi&«, we came to 
Mt, Hamiltok's, at Dki^zstjl^ which is, after all the 
eodkes Tarlety of pretty country seats on the Cxxss and 
on the Caulder, the Avek, and on all the g lens "which 
mm tributary toithese larger waters, the place at which, ^ I 
VRBie to^^Gompelled to reside in Scotland, I would dioose 
m reside. In point of beauty, Mr. Doui^x A6*8, at MAiVX»» 
sijfi£,tdoes, perhaps, exceed all theTest. A Mr. Lockuaiu! 
has^^-most beautiful place, fine woods, tnes of great hei^ 
and gir^, where I was shown a Spanidi chestnut ^re^ 
iw^ity'*four feet round.*, another Mr. Lojokhart has .a 
beai^dl seaton the Clxde. In short, it is all audi a 
mass of pretty places, and all with stone-built mansionai 
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^f the most iolid stnicture, and ia tbe he$t possiUe 
^aftte ; that oae is at a loss tci say wUck oae would lite 
best ; buty if I were compelled to choose, I woi^d cttoMS 
Mr. Hamilton's, of Dalz£Li.. The most amiah^-aMai- 
jiers of the parties within, might have some sway with i^ la 
this declsioDy but the place itself was just t6 my taste; tite 
house a very ancient ^tracture, with plenty of roam; ihltt 
the windows of one end you look into a deep glen, where lloi 
waters come tumbling over rocks, and wash, in the time df 
high wat^r, the walls of theandeat casde ; the treeaia tfan 
glen, ashes, .beeches, oaks, elms, as tall, and oearly m 
straight, as the tulip-trees in the glens in America, with afl 
aorts of native underwood, not forgetting an abundanoe .af 
yews ; the bridges across this glen ; the walks winding sbont 
on each side of it ; the orchards, and .the. fruit trees mmd 
amongst forest trees, seen from the windows of theotini 
parts of the house ; the fine low lands and meadows (at -the 
end of the pleasant walks through the orchards), down upoa 
the banks of the Clyde, where it runs as smooth as if.therl 
were not a rock in the country, and where it is lined .wsfth 
beeches and sycs^mores and ashes, as large and as lofty as J 
evetr saw : then, on the other side of the bonse, at the -eui 
of half*a-mile of gentle up-hill, through some very fine fdaa* 
tations of larches and of oaks, a farm-house and farm-yat^l 
and pastures with dairy cows feeding, and Highland t»tde 
fatting : all these put together, made me think this the place, 
of all the places in Scotland, tliat I should like to live afe 
There is nothing to be called a view from the house itselft 
but, on a part of the.estate, where this bank of the. Cltsji 
becomes steep and lofty again, there is a view of the Cly0X/ 
and of the grand palace and park of the Duke of HAMiLt 
OFOK; there is. a view here, to behold which all stmnge» 
are taken to see. Ldid not think it equal to. the view at 
Lanark ; but it is very fine, very grand, and ia the boaii 
ofth'eCLYDs, ,, ..ji 
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Well, tbeD, sbould I not lik« to live here better tbaiBt 
^ftmidst the reallj barren heatiu and sands of Surrey, with 
mily here and there a little dip of ground on Which it is 
worth while to bestow labour ? Oh ! that is quite another 
Tjtiatter. To live here is a proposition not to be decided on 
/wkhottt consulting the heart as well as the eye. That 
iphiloflophj was ^uite sound which said that ** our last best 
.country ever is at home ;" and mind, where you do not find 
this feeling implanted in the breast^ nature has not done her 
trork well. Where there is not this feelings there will be 
^ut a very feeble love of country ; for we go on, first, from 
iOnr own families and neighbours and parish to our own 
counties; then to our own country at large ; and, observe 
as long as you will, you will find that he who is not more 
attached to the spot on which he was born than to any other 
iqmt of his country, will very easily bring himself to like 
any ether country as well as hia own. Hence it is that we 
always find the patriot-passion most strongly implanted in 
ilkt hearts of the common people ; and if it had not been 
more strongly implanted in those hearts than in those of the 
renegado pretended higher orders ^nd /eelosofers, who have 
gone from Scotland to England, Scotland would, at this day, 
have been wholly abandoned, instead of presenting, as it 
does^ such a mass of public-spirited men, resolved upeh a 
restoration of their rights. 

It is curious, that, the substratum of the land here is just 
Hiat sort of red stone which is everywhere the substratum 
in. Devonshire, Somersetshire, Herefordshire, Worcester- 
diire, and Gloucestershire^ which are the counties of 
orchards. Sometimes here is white stone beneath; but, 
generally speaking, it is red; and the top soil isTery fre- 
quently red also ; and here is iron stone frequently found 
near the top of the ground ; and coals are everywhere at 
BO great distance, precisely as it is in the vicinity of 
Ross in Herefordshire; i^d the rocky glens here^ precisely 

I. 
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v^temble tb^se of the foraBt of D&ak, a»d on the baol^of 
die Wy£. I believe that this veia of red groand ftod stooe 
TOOS tbe wbole le»gth of the ialand> for I hare traced it 
^m DeTon»hire to Coventut, with my owo eyes. I find 
k here ttpou the Clyde; aod, I dare say, it winds about 
till i( comes out somewhere or other at the north end of the 
idaod. Wherever apples wHl grow well, HOPS will gen^ 
vally grow. In a Register^ written last summer, I observed^ 
thart, if k were not for this grinding and taxing system ;of 
CSovernment, people would grow thek own hops all ov«r the 
kingdom ; that God had given them to us, to grow up spon- 
^neously ; that I had seen them growiqg in the hedgea 
from the Isle of Wight to Lancashire, and that I made so 
doubt, that they were to be found in the Highlands of Scot- 
land. During the time that I was on the CLTOK^Mr. 
HaHiifTON took me to see the ^' wild cattle*' of the Duke 
of Hamiltoi9, which are kept, like deer, on apart of bis 
estate on the banks of the Aven ; which cattle, when of 
full size, are about the size of the Devonshire cattle : they 
are all over white, except the ears and the nose, which are 
Uack ; they are wild, just like deer, fed in the winter as 
deer are fed, caught as deer are caught^ er shot as deer are 
aho$. They form a sort of heir^loom of the family ; and are 
kept, as if they were such, in the exclusive possession of the. 
family. In our way to see these cattle, we stopped at the 
bouse of Lady Ruth yen, which is situated within thirty 
or forty yards of the top of one of the banks of the A yen. 
These banks are two or three hundred feet high, set with 
trees as thickly as possible, beeches, birches, and ashes^ all 
growing beautifully up out of the interstices of the rocks, 
upon a bed of which the river comes rattling over below. 
On the side of the bank on which Lady Ruthyen's house 
staiuls, a beautiful garden has been made by moulding the 
bank into the form of steps resembling stairs. A little dis- 
tance above this garden the river^ takes a wind; a little 



distanee below the gatdien, you aee the river pasainf under 
two bridges at some distance from each other, oTor whhih 
two roads pass, both of which, I believe, are turnpikes : »(» 
that this is one of the prettiest spots that man ever set his 
eyes on ; and as if Providence had designed that nothing 
i&ould be wanting, there were, within the house, some very 
pdlite and obliging ladies^ one of whom, was, I was toW^ 
Miss Stifling a cousin of Mrs. Hai;sey, or Holsey, of 
Heitle^-paiik, in the county of Surrey ; and a portrait of 
Which Miss Stifling I, if I were forty years younger, should 
eertainly attempt to draw, however impossible it might b» 
for me to come up to the original. In this garden we found 
some hops growing , a branch of which I gathered and dried, 
and have now very carefully packed up to take to London, 
along with a variety of apples, which I intend to exhibit at 
Bolheourty to the astonishment, I dare say, of nine tenths- 
even of the Scotchmen that are living in London, of whom 
1 never yet met one who seemed to know anything at ail 
about his own country, and who did not seem to assent to 
the sententious and dogmatical lies of old Dr. Johnson, 
who, from the^ remissness of Scotchmen themselves, has 
been sofifered to misrepresent their country, and to propagate 
mischievous error concerning it, from one end to the other 
oT'the world. Mr. Hamilton told me, with regard to A/>p5, 
that their growing upon the banks of the Clyde, was by no 
means a new discovery ; for that, his father had a whole piece 
of ground in hops sixty years ago ; that this piece of ground 
is now an orchard, and is called the ^* hop-garden orchard *^ 
There are, besides coal-mines, innumerable iron works on 
the banks of the Clyde as you approach towards Glas-- 
oow. We went over the bridge, called Bothwell-^ 
BRIDGE, where the famous battle was fought, in 1679, 
between the Covenanters and the armyof Charles I., under- 
tbe Duke of Mtyntoonth, or, rather, between the Covenanters 
aad the English troops and tke Royal Scotch troops united.- 

L 2 
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And thu has always been the way with Scothuid and lie- 
land : always kept down by domestic defection : always 
like the distant Roman provinces. Bat, it was Cromwelt 
who was the great destroyer. He most have been in 
reality, what Burke calls an '* architect of ruin ;? for> 
everywhere, in Scotland as well as England, when they 
show yon a disfigured and partly-demolished edifice, they 
ascribe the mischief to CaoMWE(,i.. Like t)ie .devil, 
old Noll, as the cavaliers used to call him, . seems tqt 
have been everywhere and in all places at one and 
the same time. The Scotch of the present day, ai 
well as tlie Irish, Eeem to think, that be was the devil 
for the time being. But, the Scotch sent forth a woise 
devil than Cromwell, of whom they do not seem to enter* 
tain a just degree of abhorrence ; namely, that surprisingly 
wicked old vagabond, Burnett, who was born here, near 
one of these beautiful banks of the Clyde, and after whom 
they name one of their plums, of which they grow a great 
abundance. This crafty fellow did more mischief by his 
quiet scheme J than Cromwell ever did by his bayonets^ 
bullets, and cannon. 

While I acknowledge, with great gratitude, the politeness^ 
the kindness, the unaffected hospitality, with which I was 
everywhere received, by persons of fortune and of fashion in 
Scotland, and particularly on the banks of the Clyde, I am 
not stupid beast enough to ascribe their conduct towards me 
to any merit th|it they thought me to possess. It is pos^ble^ 
indeed, that, in some of the instances my manners (so 
different irom what the atrocious villains of the press had 
taught them to expect) might have excited feelings of rather 
a friendly character ; but I ascribe their treatment of me to 
their natural good disposition and their polite education ; 
and their manifest desire to see me, I ascribe solely to that 
curiosity which must naturally have been excited in their 
minds, to see a man whose name the accursed newspapers, 
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bnred and bribed by the accursed corraption, bad made to 
reacb the ears of every haman being in the kingdom ; and 
in which man, this band of incomparable villains, hired and 
'paid by this incomparable feeder of villany, had made all 
the world believe that there was something more than mor- 
tal. While, therefore, I shall always be proud of the atten- 
tion shown me by gentlemen so respectable^ and by ladies so 
amiable, I would have it understood that I am not coxcomb 
enough to ascribe it to any other than the true cause. 

Before J quit the Clyde, to which the reader will say I 
clings as Adam is said to have clung to Paradise, there is 
something which I have to mention, of which I am still 
more proud than of the things just treated of; something 
that rouses the politician again, drives away the waterfalls 
and the trees and the orchards, and which would ^ were it 
not a shame, make me forget even the Scotch ladies amongst 
'the rest! I 'mentioned before that Mr. Hamilton took 
-me and Mr. Bell to Lanark, on the 1. of November, 
and that I was to lecture in the town of Lanark in th« 
ev^entng of that day ; to do which I had received an invita- 
tion from my readers in that town, to which invitation I had 
given my answer that I would do it. As we were going to 
Lanark from Mr. Douglas's at Mauldslie Castle, 
we saw, out in the middle of a field, near a cottage^ a blue 
flag flying at the top of a long pole. When we got near 
enough to see what was upon it, we saw that there was a 
GRIDIRON painted in colours of gold, with these words 
over it : *' COBBETT TRIUMPHANT f and on the other 
side, "PERSEVERANCE, PUBLIC VIRTUE, JUS- 
TICE TO THE WORKING PEOPLE." And, which 
added prodigiously to the interest of the thing, this flag bad 
been made for the purpose of a reform jubilee, at Lanark, 
and had been carried at that jubilee long before my coming 
to Scotland ! Now, I will not bid the grovelling, the envi* 
otts, the mercenary, the bribed, the base, the bloody villains 
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of the LondoD press to look at thiii ; hut L will b«l L&t'd Greif 
to look at it, aa sometbiof very well woithy of lii& a^a** 
tioD. I will beg him not to try to make up a langb, as ba 
did, in the Court of King's Bench, while four tfaoosajad peo» 
pie were muttering, out '* shame, shame^'' at my descriptioa 
of the shearing of the heads of two girls in Sussex by one of 
St URGES BouiiN£*s hired overseers; I will b^biai not to 
try to muster up a laugh at the history and desoripiion of 
this flag ; but, seriously to consider, what will Enally he the 
consequences, if he and the sergeimt WILDE Mini^tr^ 
persevere in obstinately pursuing the cond^ict of their 
predecessors, ia turning a deaf ear to every thiog pro^ 
posed by me! Let him seriously consider this; let him 
consider whether the questioa between Whig and Tob|, 
be not now a mere trifle,, compared with the <|U86tio9, 
whether my prmciples shall prevail, or whether they 
shall not: whether, in other wards, the MANCuzsTsa 
propositions are to be adopted or rejeeted. But, to <fe 
justice to these good peopleof thetowa of L^iifAUK, I miist 
insert the adjxrssS', which waa read to m^ by the ohaiaiHiii 
of the committee before I begaa my lectuxey ia the paeseiitie 
.«)f the audience assembled in the church, and which addiew 
was as follows : delivered to me ia writing, aftar lit had 
been read : 
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TO WILLIAM COBBETT, ESQ. 

Sir, — We, your readers in Lanark aad its vidiiiity, 
take the liberty to express omselTies higUy gratified fa/ 
your visit to this plaae. We have long considered you 
the moat enlightened political waiter of the^ present daj; 
the most honest exposer of the heartless xasoleosa and 
specious cheatery of public men* Yqu have assaciat^d 
yourself with our best feelings as haters of conruf^tiaa, 
with our highest aspirations as lovera of our comitifft 
and above all with ^oor most anxious bojpes OMAeGtud 
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^ "wkh the hiboariDg people. With edteefn nMwr iatei^ 
^* nipted, we have accompanied you through maiij jeaili 
***' of intellectual' labour and exeitement, and with pleasure 
^' indescribahle we are now beginning to taste the result^ 
!^ a result rendered greatly more important to your fhrae, 
'^ because of the unjust and disgraceful persecution t6 
^ which you have been subjected, and the immeasorabte 
** magnitude of the THING'S power. Sir, we are deeply 
^ grateful to you f6T your exertions in the good cause ; we 
^ are proud that there is at least one fearless^ one inde^ 
*** pendent man ill England. We rejoice that your charae^ 
** ter and merits are now becoming rightly understood and 
•• duly appreciated'; that your triumph over basenesc^ affid 
^ misrepresentation wilt speedily be complete^ and that eoB» 
** iequently your power of putting to rights the affairs rf 
^^ this great country will be increased a thousand foldw 
^ (Signed i& their behalf,) 

Bft69GiRAV aftd Dick PoTTiBit, and 8uch4tfee>p60i^ 
*i^l; excbka^ '< P^ ! whatV that^ Those poor aoole lit 
*** liAir ARK are quite in a etate of seelttsion £»>&> tkft 
*^ worM/' Very trtfe^ B&ovgham and Bi^k ; but hew 
«iie devil did th&y <^me to hear of me in thie their stat^ ef 
eeclusiou' 1 These two, one a sort of simply spiteful eim^kh' 
ton ; and the other a sort ef giddy-headed gormafidiser s€ 
pfftise, tk^t fieds 00 newspaper- pafi», as a magpie Is said 
t0 deHght most iff sacking rotten eggs ; this couple wiQ 
«eme to a sort of puzsle upon reading these strange preceed>- 
'img9 m Scmland. ht England, indeed, amongst the staeXs- 
hurners asd tteaahiog-machine bvealcers^ Ibey will thiiik^it 
•tttaPftl enougi^ thiU I should h»v« partisaas; but ib tb^ 
coitatry of '^ cavMht^/' they will think the devil ie got iotp 
^e people. ^ I vnll send theon dowa soese ef my Mead 
the flMmBlsbaaV» panphlelSy." says Df ck. ^ No,'^ «a]» 
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^%0VQHAUf " send tbem down some of my Penmy Ha- 

t l^t these fools alone, my Lord Grey, and think a little 
for yourself alraut it. Look well at this little addbsss 
firom these people at Lanark ; and ask yourself wluit, 
except their own sincere conviction, could have naade tlieHi 
act and speak thus ? Ask yourself what power I could hate, 
to have influenced tbem to do this ? What means I, whom 
they had never seen before, and were^ in all probability, 
never to see again, could have had to induce them to do this 
jdeliberate act, which cost them some pains, and which, la^ 
fact, cost them some little money ? No ! You will not rea«. 
SOB : you have present power in your hands. You w3l 
curl up your lip and draw up your nostrils, just as they did 
when No All was actually stepping into the ark. » 

Before I quit Lanarkshire, it is right for me Is 
observe, which I do with great pleasure, that the working 
people ^re treated much better here than in the Lothiabs; 
that the farms are smaller, the occupations numeroos, As 
.proprietorships not a few ; that the farm- sery ante aie &•• 
.quently in the farm-houses, and that the ^* boothie'* system 
IS by no means so prevalent. Though, mind, small banm 
bave been here moulded into large ones witlun the iMt Mxtf 
or forty years ; cottages have been swept away in very greail 
jaumbers ; the people have been huddled together in great 
masses; and that every one of these masses has to exiil 
under the continual scowl of a barrack. As to affrieui^tWf 
Lanarkshire is a very fine county altogether ; it Jias % 
•due mixture of orchards, woods, corn-fields and partores* 
•Its cows are generally of the Aa'RSH ire. breed; its aea^ 
cattle, the West- Highlanders, and HighJand sheep. Near 
to Glasgow and Paisley, butter and mlHc are the chief 
products of the soil. The county is famous for its breed ef 
horses ; and they are, indeed, very fine hmses, whether far 
•riding or for draught. These hones, an is the dutom ail 
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-«9^ler ^^OGftlitndy go siogley m a c«rt, and draw a ton weight 

veiy well, on a good road. They are not heavy^ and y^t 
afiicy ape stout. They are very much prked all over Scot- 
itkiDd; and many of them are taken into England. Now^ 
, iUddin^ adieu* to Lakarkshirb for the present, and re- 
t^Hitniiig to my departure from Glasgow, on my wayhome, 

•4vhich departure I mentioned in my laist Registtr, I mnit 
theTB publkly hidfarewell toMn Hamilton, of Dalzell, 

Nwhich I do with every sentiment of gratitude for his gresEt 
^idndness to me, and with the most fervent prayers, that, at 
^%mn age not less than that of his venerable 6ither^ he may 

terminate a tife, the happiness of which may meet with aa 
SiiHie interruption as any that ever was experienced by any 
i4ttiman being. 

On Saturday, the 3, of November, I set off from Glas- 

««^(yw towards England, in a post-chaise, accompanied hf 

^itty friends, Mr. Bell and Mr. Turner, who took their 

vli^ave of me at an inn on the road> about fourteen mile's froit» 

'Glasgow, where I changed horses* In quitting Glasgow 

- "We almost immediately entered Renfrewshire, and passed 

^'actH)M it into Ayrshire. A chain of hills intervenes and 

^^ivides the two counties. For several miles from Glasgow 

the land is exceedingly good, naturally, besides the goodness 

%iaeh it derives from its nearness to so populous a city, 

'and from its nearness also to Paisley, which we leave h 

^Utde tb our right. After this fiat and fine land, we go over 

Hbout seven or eight mities of high country, not under th6 

plough, except here and there ; having some bits of heath 

mad farze here and there and some moory parts very full of 

imshes. This is not, howev^, by any means a barrm 

vcHintry. There is grass to the tops of the hills ; and, thes^ 

%ill8, even to their tops, have numerous herds of cows feed* 

tug upon them. Sometimes so few as ten in a herd ; but^ 

*Tery frequently as many as,/f/lfy. Kikgswell, the little 

^aoe where we changed horses, is in Ayrshire, so famous 

L 5 
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jbr ito beauU&l kreed of mUkiog cowii and to tha maUif 
70f that Qhee«e which U so h%hly piciz^d all av^r S^etUai^ 
^IMmI i^ aloQg th« .£ogU«h ))ar4#r^ under. Abi UMi* 4lf 
.DcJKLgp^ous^ajR. D(J¥i.i)? beiogiilUtl^ viUag8,i^b«9tw 
.mikii to the righl of £iNaawKl»i»» and h%iii§lA tbe nuddk 
«)f the^d extcniaive tiUk, which i^ia jMtslMr^^ feaembliayov 
^^fymnfi ia the w^stof Eaglaod ; hut oA.a b«il of foc^ iofltetd 
,fif a bffd of ^/^(K^/p ; paho of i^hich liill«r.» bjMhfi-by» i» 4o ba 
4m^ I Mi^ve, to the Dorth of DynsTASJUs^i^ia B«dfpi:4dai». 
: T^ 9»» hctrdft of cows in&te^d of 4ooks of Ah«op» wa& a »»?|1 
^^gbt to me ; hut this was qwteeiv^igh t^ ooavivoa mck, .erw 
,befdro I had made any ioquiry at aM relative t^ the dairm 
.4>r the ckees^y tiiat this is vtQt barr^a laftd* FiQtaa Ki^at- 
WELL we soon began to descend into a country of fiold« aol 
lyoods ; and, comifig down a hUl, towards a liTer, by the 
^fide of a park set with stately trees, we aaw a flag fljix^ 
Irongi a staff on the top of a Ene castle^ to signify^ as I suj^* 
posed (after the auinner of Duke Smitxiso^)> that the castle 
contained at that Q:ioiiient the precious deposit^ cpjisistiiig af 
its Lord, We were yet a mile and a ball froDoi Nsw 
MiLNs^that puhlic- spirited manufacturing village, Ador 
jputation from which bad come on foot, twenty- four miles 
to Glasgow, to pcesent that address to me which 
>V9i$ published in the RegisteVy dated froJA Glasgow^ ftad 
j)ubli5hed in London pn the 27. of October. The chaias 
\i^as yet a mile and a half from the village^ when the bo^ 
(always th^ advanced guard) began to meet us io groups. 
As we advanced, the groups grew more and more numeroiw, 
*lind the parties composing them continued to increase ia 
size, the sexes also becoming duplicate at the same timei 
Arrived at the very festhofuse in the v.illage», the conomittee* 
accompanied with three flags,, and a. tcenMi^doqal^ hx^jf 
gridiron on. a ptole, made for the. pux^isoflis, met wa,, vlxh a 
requestt that I would be so kind as to. get out of the eihaise» 
and walk in, the processipn to the vm.; a request with wJuwsh 



^Itfistantly compiled, and ofi nt^ went preceded by a drtrm 
iIDd fife. It wad a general holiday in the Tillage, every eotll 
df whk^ seemed to be present^ A'om the oldest penoa dbiTn 
4t> the baby in jtrms. ArrlTed nt the Inn^ 1 fottndthe miigfs- 
tiates of the Be no tr, who ttre ealled bailiffii, aaiembled, 
ivltti a great number of bui^aies, to pi^oAt me with the 
HFkedom of fheHuRon, whidh tbey did in dwe foroi^ deB- 
vetlng to me the necessary documeift; and I going thiou^ 
the nstial eolemnhies; the chief baiM (Estatingy u <lte 
"^ond^ of thi» mark of tlieir re«peet and atttachflifeiit, tli«t 
-ih^ people of the BuicaH owed diefr politieal knowledge lb 
me ; that the nation owed the reform, in their c^nion^ In 
tm more thitn to any other man^ and more than to ail other 
"^en put together ; and that they had riiore reliance itpOa 
my futitre e.xertions thaii upon those of all other mes, to 
fiiakt the reform productive of good to the people. Upon 
'receififfg the document into my hand, I eaid, "Gentlemen, 
^' I am a freeman of a city, to obtain my freedom of which 
*' (which I wad compelled to do to be enabled to carry oji 
** my business in it) I had to pay fifty pounds, and! would 
*' sdl it now for the price of a pot of beer, if it were not 
** necessary to protect me Against the persecnti<m Of thosa 
** who carry on the government of that city, the rnlers oi 
'" which are amongst the lowest of niankmd, who tax me 
'^ at their pleasure, who now make me pay a new*chtirohj- 
'** fate and an old-chnreh-rate, and give me no church to go 
'^* to; who tax me for the purpose of depriving my feilowy 
'* citizens of Portsoken Ward of their r^hte; who ex^ 
'** pend the rtpsourees of the eity in guttlings and gnxzUngs 
♦* enormous, and who daily add to these oppressions the 
** unspeakabfe insult of taking tiWay my money, for the pmr- 
'**-pose of purchasing gold boxea and jewel-set swords, to be 
*• gi^en to lijen whom I olass araon^ the ruiners of mj 
tfoftntry. I^or these sufferings (to which I hope the refoHA 
of the Parliamei^ wiii pat an eatd) thib mark of ap^i^ 
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*^ bation' trom you h grett eompeoBatbiii MpeciaUy M I 
^ dMm it a pledge on your p&rt, that you will do year «t** 
** UKMt in sopporting me, and men like me, itk our eSbWto 
*' obtain redress for those manlMd and sore grtevaa<Mi/*of 
** which those that I have just mentioned form a part." 

I now found that the castle which I had seen with the 
flag flying upon it, was LouDON-CASTLEy the seat of ths 
Marquis of Hastinos ; and I further found, that this 
^Marquis had expressed his desire thai I mighinot be per* 
mUted to lechtre in the great churth of the place, w^ch 
led me to observe on dirers things connected with thii Mar« 
t|ui8*s>e}alionship to the public afliurs, with regard to n^kidi 
I inight have been sUent, if I had not heard this. Hdfwwies 
these people are ! What pains they take to get themishes 
beloved, and to hare their unsightly parts kept from people's 
eyes! Will they never see? Puppies and kittens see<at 
nine days old, though bom blind. ' There was some «toase 
for impudent Aylesford, when he and his brutal tenant, 
signed and published a protest against the innkee^ at 
Meriden^ because he suffered me to be mi his imtf 
though I was very ill from a horrible oold^ and required rest 
for a day or two; there was^ on the score of prudeaoe, 
'some excuse for impudent Atlespord, the THING being 
then unshaken ; but now, when there is bank reform and 
church reform, as well as parliamentary reform, aH in a|i^ 
tatibn ! Well, let them go on ; let them be blind to the last ; 
let them do nothing that shall make one feel regret, whatefer 
may take place. 

It was my intention, agreeably to the notification diat had 
been given, just to harangue the people of this excellent 
village, in the middle of the day ; and then, to push on, 
and lecture at Kilmarnock (seven miles distant) in the 
evening. I found, however, that the disappointment would 
be so great, that I could not depart; and, thereforo, I 
resolved to stay here until Monday, and to go to KilmaR- 



; HOCK (to w^icb I have jiut seat a nuMnenger) lo-Bionow 
j«ye&»g; and ta stay here and write the Regiiter Uniajt 
t'.wti^, I knew would be extremely gratif>ii^ to these kied 
% aad good and srasible pe<^. 



r',.ci* 



Wednesday f Carli&le^ 7. jVov. 183^. . 

- Is the abore ]{>art of U^is letter^ which was written at 

: : New Mii.ns, I had not time to say anything upon a subtiect 

which the greater part of my readers will deem to be of 

; Veyy great interest; namely>the Ayrshire cwas and dairies i 

tad I willy now, speak of that maUer, when I get to that 

< part of my journey where I quit this very nice and very 

■ valuable county of Ayr. From New Milks, after lee* 

^n . tiaring there to a church crammed full of people on the 

:'. Saturday night ; after writing there on Sunday (which these 

i^^pie excused on the score of absolute necessity) ; after 

I . break^sting with the clergynuLn of the buigher church, on 

the Monday morning i after looking at some beautiful cows, 

mad spending as much time as I could in talking with the 

«lev«r men of the village ; after enjoying the surprise of see- 

Ji^ a man iKrho was born upon the same spot with my self ^ 

. and who had strayed from the sand hills of Surrey, and had 

been here for fifty years, till he had lost every semblance of 

the Surrey dialect; after passing forty-eight hours, as 

delightfully as I ever did any forty-eight hours in my life, I 

set off in a post«chaise, which had come from Kilmarnock 

to fetch me. The country to Kilmarnock, a very fine 

farming country, and on every side dairies of cows. On 

oar approach to Kilmarnock, which is a manufacturing 

town, containing from twenty to thirty thousand souls, and 

a very beautiful, solid, and opulent place, we were met witli 

three banners flying, and, soon afterwards, a band of music; 

^ an4 in this order were conducted to the Turf -inn* I had 
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to eotna on to DuMf^Hies (sixty m\lmt) tte aextilaaf^Md 
to lectore there at night ; so that I bad aot a motteaft -to 
take a look romd this fine tawn of KiLMARifoeK. Aiter 
lecturing in a church, I got to bad a« aooa as I ooaid>; 
breakfasted the next morning at the house of Mr. Hu&h 
Craig y who had met me at my approa ch to the town, and 
took me in his open chaise, behind the flags and the music ; 
after thus breakfasting, letod beiaf^ delighted with the hospi* 
talhy ; with the manners, and with averylhiiig belo^iog to 
Mra» Craig, the heaitiness of whase wekoi»e waa a ibaig 
to admire, but not to be described ; after thky very aovry Aot 
to be able to stay another day^ in this niea lown^ ia ^hkii 
I had been treated with such signal distinction. In whiaba 
band of music had preceded nse, to and feeia the plaoa of 
lecturing, and, suppasing me, of couise, to be foad of musiGy 
Imd remained until a late hour to play tunes at the iaa:; 
and in which the people seemed to vie with each othmr ia 
their eagerness to get at me to shake me by the haadj; 
(extremely sorry not to be able to stay another day ia lUs 
pretty town, and with a firm promise made to myaelf 
to come and make due acknowledgment for its kiadoes^ 
when I come to Scotland again ; after all this, rumiaatiaf 
,what Hums and sweetlvHtimpering Dick PatTTBR laig^ 
in their wise lieads, think of the matter. We set off m 
a post-chaise to Mauculine,. fourteen miles cto the 
Duitt FRIES road, there to see the native plaee of RaBamT 
Burns, and to see also, the most iageoious, 4he most itrt«» 
xestiag utoazf/oc^ure of snuff- boxes y made of the wood«f 
the sycamore, a.Bd painted and finished, in all 4he vacioaa 
i^pea and colours that the maonfaeture exkUMis ta tha 
aye* Mr. Smith, the proprietor, most obUgiagly oa»p 
ducted us through the seyeral departmaats. Someof the woil&* 
people ware hewing oat tha wood, whids, from that faagjh 
atate, we saw passing on from hand to hand,, till it beaauia 
an degai^ piece of furaitare &>r the pocket. &^me wait 



king drawings upon paqp^r ; otberB: making the paiatbis 
upon Ihe^b^xni ; Md all w«»«o Q\t»n and so atftt, and^feiy 
^p«mdii aftpeaviag to ^ so well off. 

At this litllQ towo, w« waited the axri.val of the stages 

,«efkcb, which took us on at a great rate from Ma.im3hi.jke 

to <iuTAigckCK, seen after which we got into Dumfrtes- 

'jNaiaE» JBut, »aw» letme at«>p and do justice to thi£f couaity 

wqI AtiVi which will alwajNs be a great &voiuite with me. 

Th^e are some h^;h and meaDtaiooas lands in it; hm,l 

aaw not one acre q£ real barren land. Same moors ; but 

.these not large^ and yieldis^ peat so good as to be ^better 

,ihan inferior coal. On the baoks of its rivers there aia 

■ excellent orchards; indeed, there are orchards^ here and 

there, all along the road. The country is weU set with fasoA- 

houses ; and hardly ai^y oi the faims very large; but, the 

great glery of this county is Us cows and its dairies. These 

Qowe are so renowned that you find them, liere and there, 

^l orer the South of Scotland ; and, 1 am tokl, that thejy 

9tte scatteied .about Cumberland and WestrnM-eland toa. In 

nay JRe^i&tery dated from Paisi-ey, I think, I spoke of 

liaving seen some of these «ow8, when I went to take a look 

at the SHAWfiKWATER, at Gaeekock. But,. Mr. Tilom 

^ncA *^T»ojLN,'' as my printarahaifte chosen to print it), who 

.went with me to see the Su aws wster-wadcs, and who aj^ 

jMared to hay<e great understa<nding in meh matters, told 

ma, ti»ajb these whiefa I so adimned, w»e "ngly mon*- 

g^rak.;" and this I hav^- seally ^Mind to be ^ ease; for, 

wkNsn. I caAie to see them at New Milks, I was almost 

ashamed te remember that I had admired the others^ It m 

a moat perfeotly shaped Dm&eAM-Gow on a rednced scale; 

and, ^uch more abuAdai^ in milk in proportiea Ui«tbe skte^ 

find pei^^ly hardy at the same time. The colour is yfetj 

handsome ; %ekig^ neasnally, a decp-sed ground^ with white, 

dlstia^uted in somewhat the ferm^ of a Inmnch of a. tee. Tin 

IK^ite eiekMir fe pre^aknt sometkana, and sametimos tl^ 
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ftnioMd 18 pr^y Dearly quUe red tU over. Mtaty al Ifaeift 
jDOWt w8l give twenty of our quarts of uaXk at a tiine ; aaft 
the milk it much richer than ^at of any oth«r ^owe, eKoept 
ilie AldbkneT) and they are not -kooira ia ^e N<nr^ 
it 4ft the habit here to /«f , or set^ the cows. That is 4o m% 
m fanner gives up the produce of so inany-cows to anoMl 
person> who is, of course, a sort of labourer. The faraser 
finds th^ house, the sheds, the food ot the cows, and every^ 
tluDg necessary for the carryiog on of the business ; and tiie 
renter agrees to gire him so many stones of cheese, to h^ 
delivered at certain stated periods^ and to be of a certaiii 
quality, for the use of every cow. A farmer, who thus seta 
bis cows, told me, that, this year, he had set his cows ia/t 
sixteen stones of cheese each for the year; but, t>b8erT«^ 
that^ in spite of Joseph Hume and his ^*^ feelos»fets^* 
who have caused the people to expend more than a mllKoa 
of money by their vile and silly Scotch job, to make unifonH 
Imperial weights and measures ; in sptte of this foolish and 
fiemething worse *' ImperiaV weigbt-and-measnre job^ 
which was to make us all regulate our lives and conversa* 
ttOBS by a standard, founded on the ^* beating of a pen* 
^< dulum^ in a heat of sixty degrees^ according to Fahrek^ 
«^H£1t'« thermometer;" in spite of all this most bogging 
•manner of extracting money from our pockets, to put it inUI 
tfaos^of ^^ fcelosofical" jobbers; in spite of all this, thit 
stone in Ayrshire consists of sixteen pounds; and each 
pound consists of twenty-two ounces and a half, in spile it 
Joseph and his jobbing '^feelosofy/' which is a matted 
for^ the serious consideration of Joseph's enviable cO^ 
operator, Dick Potter; and may become an interestinjl 
•theme, or exercise, for the pupils in their reformed Me* 
iphaittcs' Institute. This being the case, tiie AtrshIre 
sixteen stones amount to three hundred aad «ixty lAa^ 
don pounds of cheese; and this the farmer How seUs al 
tdne shillings and fourpence a stone, hard mon^y j fo^ 
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tte one*potiad '* nois'*' do nfot eo&anc'e hU priee one aingfo 
fcrthiiig, and caaoot, as long as the Old Lady k compiled 
to pay io gold. Thus^ then, the farmer recelres seYtih 
ponnds nine and fourpence for caoh cow. If the cow d6 
iS0t yield so much, the renter is compelled to give the stipu*- 
ktted quantity and quality of cheese. * Whaterer she may 
yMd more he has for his profit, besides having the whey for 
Ilia pigs; and, observe^ it is hut a smallish cow, and is not 
fed upon rich pasture, generally ; and the food, as allowed 
by the farmer, is rery little besides oat-straw, all the winter 
long. If they have anything better, it must arise from the 
eare and exertion of the renter ; he must cut the straw into 
^>affy and boil it, or do something or another to make It 
better than raw straw. Yet he makes a living out of this, 
and generally saves money. 

I was so delighted with these cows, that I was resolved 
tlial my conntry should not be wholly without them ; and, 
iherefore, a very kind friend at New-Milks is to send mm 
up a bull and ten cows, three of them three years old last 
spring, seven of them two years old last spring ; all of them 
to calve by the month of May next, and the buU two years 
oM last spring. If they come safe and sound, as I dare say 
they will, they will be worth a Kentish, a Sussex, or Surrey 
farmer's guing fifty miles to see, in the month of June or 
Jaly next I have directed* them to be caused to rest a 
week in the neighbourhood of Manchester, and if Bar^mt 
Tom Potter have a mind to make it up with me, he will 
give them a run for a week in the park at Pipkin-Place. 
The drover has a written direction to take them to some field 
**near Pipkin-Place, in the parish of Pendleton;*' 
and I recommend to the electors of Wig an, when they 
i^all hear of the arrival of this seedling dairy, to go and 
candidly and frankly make an estimate of the ** antdlluct " 
of this young Scotch bull ; to question him with regard to 
Uie princij^es now jMToper to be acted upon by a member of 
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PuiUment; to ask f>r ao explanation of bis- ideas relatim 
to the itt«MRireft necessary foir the relief and dlsliveraiioe «( 
a nalioii ; to ask him what he thinks of Wkig^wofty of ths 
** church reform," of the ** expansion of ^le cnrreaiey ;*' aai 
nsk lum to show- how it is possible for the wovking mao' tl 
be benefited by " the improved system of banking/' now 
carried on at the sign of the Three Golden Balls. Then I 
advise them to put exactly the same qacstions to Dick 
Potter. If the bull talk less nonsense than Dtics ; dis^ 
Gorer the possession of less brains than Dick diseoTer ; tfaea 
the electors of Wig an, if no third cancUdate offer, wiX^ ta 
duly to their conntry^ th«r neighbours, and their cfaii^nsBt 
be bovnd, by every thing sacred amongst meii^ to 9eje€t 
Die Ky and to elect the bull; and upon my eool (ymil 
should not be afraid to take my eadi to the &ct) i beliei* 
that die bull would talk the less nonsense of the two^- Oh ! 
I would go a thouisand isiles to see die looks el theteSea^ 
dbiesy especiaHy at New Milss, while Dick^ oi Te», « 
Shi^ttls WORTH, OT Baxtbb» was making a spetok ti 
dtem. T&see their looks at them, and txr hear tlwa^ exstaim^ 
^ Jh ^ude Gode r Ab, I>ick ! I would fiad odler gmsi) 
men than Joseph Hi;me ; if you were to come to SeoHaai 
yourself, instead of .seading your dirty pamphets to Gtasi- 
cow ; .and let Joseph Hume take care, or he wHl get 
properly chastised for pasting down to Manchssver is 
keep you ia countenance. I can tell htm, that hkooiurtv]^* 
men look at biim with a very sa^icieus eye-; aod^ thtat dds 
last movement of lus, intended to prop yon up ia jcmr sho* 
^en against me, will only tend to swell iQto> oertau^ tiat 
which be&re was only suspicdoa.. 

£ leave Ay as hire behind me, with a great deal ef 
satislMstbn at having seea it. It is a aiseeoaatiy; as(t 
rich^ but good and eolUl ; and it k w^ staddedr.over wA 
oomlbrtable farm»houses> aod the accaised ^ beollBee " 
do not effend die sight* It wants, pailiottlarly ht tha- bm- 
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•finftotttnug t»wss« wlut ail Sct^and wante ; namelyy tii^ 
fiagliah poor^lawa, and all tha laws of Eas^and ; faisfe tbta 
M a. larga subjeet, and of vital ifBportanee* Tliare ara 
ipaBj matters o£ *intex»&ttiig moment to be disansted and 
aatd^d ;. but bene I, at any rate, mean to mftke my standi^ 
I mean 9 let wbat else will be done or left undone, to fight 
to the last inch with all the legal means in my power, la 
oittae Sg:uRGES Bouenx's Bills to be repealed, aiid to 
ertabHth, beyond all question, the RIGHT of every man «d€ 
vemaa, to he upon, to remain upon, and to- have a snfficiaat 
Uf ioK^eat o£ tlie land of the country in which they were book 
I mean, and I am resolved to make this the first point of all^ 
if I be intrusted with the representation of any part of the 
peofile: aad I woidd pledge my life, that Brougham and 
baa Poor-^kmi Commiseioa will shrink ista nothingneaa at 
•the- appniaek of the discnasioa of the aui^eet* 

'We reitfrbed Dumkbiba about five, o'ebck in thaeiea- 
iog: o£ TiMida]i, the <k and Ilectnaed ttH tha TheatM a^ halt, 
after aevoB.;. aai^- consi denn g that the paepk. have: heen 
frigftaoad half tar d«tii abouiB the ch^era morhiie (o£ whidi 
diaiiiwff. gieat nnmbaiBi have actually died hace),^ the a^ 
tendbaxne vaa wondar&dly g^od. Pooc Burnst, the poet, 
died ilk tMa towa,. an etstmemax^ after haadng wntten m 
mmU aigpinat that speaiea of taxation, and that particidar 
^aart q£ ofice. Qh I S^iAty* I liaw aumiibld are thy faHes*- 
iage I how great thy eDJo]|[ments ! how complete the pca- 
taotiaDr which thou, givast to talent ;: and how feeble is talent 
aolaa^ ithaa that pButeetion ! I was very happy to hear that 
Ma widow, who stUi Uvea in this town, is amply provided for ; 
and ny iatentiott was to- go to her, to teti. her my name, aad 
to sayv- that I caau to. olfer bar my respects, as a mack of 
my adadiatioa a£ tha talents oi her late hasband, one mgle 
page of whose writiaga is woitii more thaa a. whole cart load 
idMA has haeBF wsitto» by W a ete a Scott.. 

i was paaveateck finor patting this intention iato ^aceoatioa 
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by tlie necessity under wbich I was of beisg at Ab^ Air, ^ 
breaikfast at ten o'clock, and to lecture there at tmdve^'p 
after which 1 had seventeen miles to come to this eUy^ m 
which I am to lecture to-night at halffpasi seven / Otm 
would need lead a sober life to be engaged in ^* carryings*, 
on " like this ! But I must make haste along bow, lor Ifce 
fellows "up at Lunnun " have got into a war to keep our 
pensioner upon his throne ; and most likely, contrary ta 
the wishes of their " allies ** and to the wishes of oiMr pcB^ 
sioner's subjects also. Faith \ I must get along ; but it la 
sow six o'clock and I must go and shave and dress far 
the play. . 

CarlisUy 8. iVbv., 1832. 
I had not time^ last night, to speak of the country 609 
Ayrshire^ across Dumfriesshire, to Dumfribs^ hoat 
Dumfries to Annan, and from Annan to the river that 
divides Scotland from England. I have not time to da il 
now : I inusty therefore, leave what I have further to say ef 
Scotland until the next letter, whicb will, possibfy, be 
written in Bolt^court, It is hard to say, much less to-sweait 
what one will do in such, case; but my prefect is, to gv^ 
hence on Saturday morning, lecture at Penrith on Sato^ 
day night, go on Sunday and sleep amongst the ** pig*styes 
-of Appleby" (which are to send no more members to Par- 
liament), taking a look at BROub ham-Hall in my: way, 
having painted its owner in his true colours atPENRiTJi; 
on Monday to lecture at Darlington, on Tuesday at 
Stockton, on Wednesday at Bradford, passing ^roogii 
sensible Leeds, and leaving it to choose betweea the bop 
minee of the Duke of Newcastle and the aoimnee of 
Bbouguam, the placeman*son of Zachary Macauxat, 
Zachary himself being in our pay. I^eaving senMU 
Leeds to this its alternative, and quitting Bradford on 
Thursday morning ; lecture, if they like, at Rochdale, 
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M Thursday night; go to Oldham on Friday ; to Mav* 
CHESTER OD Saturday, the 17. ; to Brummagem on Sua* 
4ay» the 18. ; and to London on Monday, the ]9« There 
to behold Denmak on the bench, with a big wig hanging 
down his shoulders ; Sergeani WILDE, " our right and en« 
tirely beloved Thomas Wilde/' a '* right honourable priry- 
GOQnoillorj" one of that body, which Lord Cok b calls *^ honour^ 
able^ nohUy venerable, and reverend,'* . There to behold' 

Charley Pearson I have not yet heard* 

what ; but surely, Charley is not to be overlooked ! Oh, 
how I sigh for the sight ; how I do long to know what 
Charley is to be ! If there had been a setting'in, as the' 
women call it, of peers, in the month of May last, Char- 
let, people about Fleet' street said, was to have been one 
of the batch; and, at any ratey^th."^ thing will never be 
oonnplete till Charley be in it some way or another. 
Here I must break o£F, having, by these enchanting thoughts, 
been led along till I hare almost written the eyes out of my 
head r nnd I must not do that quite ; for I may possibly be 
charged with the duty of reading cart-loads of papers ; for 
kMui->niaker Barino said, that the great towns would send 
^ pushing men, who would read every paper that vms 
laid be/ore the House,'* 

Wm. COBBETT. 

1 must not omit to notice a letter which I received from 
Barrhead, to which I was 'obliged to return an answer,' 
saying that I could not go, as I had fixed, immoveably, on 
^ line of march which I had to pursue. The letter is Of 
no consequence now; but I publish it, as a mark ^ of my ^ 
respect for the gentlemen from whom it came ; and I hereby' 
aiBtire them that, if I retam to Scotland next year, which* 
it is my present intention to do, I will go andthank them in' 
person for the honour which they have done me. 
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" Barrhead, 30. Oct, 1832. 

'^ SiR^ — At a public meeting of tbe idbttbitasts of ftts^ 
** village, held on Friday evening last, it was propfosed bf 
** some of your admirers, and unanimously agreed to, that 
** you should be invited to lecture here at your ea^est 
'' convenience. A committee ivas then formed to cone- 
** spond with you, and learn at what time and upon vfAat 
•* terms you could come. 

** We think we may get the burgher church here for your 
^* lecture, which we can secure after hearing from you. 
'* The lecture would require to be in ihe evenings to suit 
** the inhabitants, as they are nearly all connected with 
** public works. 

" I am, sir, for the committee, yours truly, 

" James Lambert.'* 



Oldham^ 16. November, 1632. 

In the last letter I mentioned that I must postponey until 
the present letter, my account of the county of DuMfaiss, 
across which we go from Ayrshire to get into Cumberland.' 
Dumfriesshire is much about like Ayrshire in point of land 
and productions ; it is hilly occasionally, and has some fine 
farms on the flsLts, some of which are large ; bat generally 
they are small ; the cotters numerous, built of stoBe^ and 
made white by whitewashing, which gives a vezy pretty 
a{^>«iranee to the country, though iheie are, generally 
speaking, very few trees. We cross several very pretty 
rivers; the orchards are by no means bad, and the apple« 
trees very clean ; the land is moory, and a£Eords peat in se» 
▼eral instances ; a large part of the land is in pasture ; dairy 
work and the fatting of hogs seem to be the principal 



of the land. The hogs are of the white lop*eared breed. 
HaiXM, bacouy and butter, are Ihe principal products of the 
county. The woods are very fine in some parts> especially 
ttom Sanquehar to Tiiorniiill, which consists, ingrea^ 
29X^9 of the estate of the Duke of Buccleugh. I suppose 
^at Pr. John SDK did not travel this way, for here is a 
beautiful river, and immense woods on both sides of it for 
nine or ten miles at the least ; this river, which is called the 
NiTu, goes all the way to the town of Dumfries; and 
ajfter dividing- Dumfriesshire from Kirkcudbrightshire for a 
few miles, falls into the Solway Firth. Leaving at a 
great distance to my left the lofty hills, celebrated by 
Burns, now crowned with snow, while the valleys below 
are covered with grass and dairies of fine cows, I got on to 
the town of Dumfries. 

From Dumfries to the town of Annan (sixteen miles)^ 
ia a very fine farming country ; here and there a peat-moor^ 
vith large stacks of peat ; that being the fuel of the country, 
and it being exceedingly good fuel, a man telling me that it 
boiled a pot quicker than coals, and produced less ashes^ 
Here the cattle are the Galloway breed, and the dairies are- 
very numerous. Fine large v^^lleys of corn-fields ; hanging- 
VFOods on the sides of the hills like those of Surrey;, 
sometimes hills consisting partly of furze, and partly of. 
broon)« with a good deal of grass land between them.; the 
cottages very numerous, and the people, particularly the 
children, looking very well. At eight miles from Dum- 
fries, the SoLWAY Firth, with the sun shining beauth^ 
fully upon it, presents itself to our right. Here we go 
through a long scattering village, which it would drive 
Brougham and Malthus half*mad to behold ; for, here 
the Utile Scotchies seem absolutely to swarm. What is to 
be done to prevent these Scotch women from breeding? 
I^othing short of " clearing the estates*' a la SuTHER^f 
LANS ; a mode of proceeding so much eulogised by the. 
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ignorant and bratal scoondrds of the Edinburgh Review^ 
and by their London echo. Dr. Black. At thirteen nukNi 
from Dumfries we come to an estate, where some thing i» 
the " clearing way *' appears to have been pnt in practice, 
some years ago, by the Marquis of Quseksberry, wholly 
it seems, th^ principal lord of this beautiful country called 
Annakdale; and who, having seen some reaiarks pub* 
lished respecting his " clearing " works, published in th« 
Carlisle Journal^ prosecuted the editor^ criminally, and got 
Inm Jined and imprisoned ! Well, then, the account of tlie 
^' clearing " was libellous, I suppose ; but, though libellout, 
it might be true ; for, the truth could not be given in en* 
dence to justify the publication. Now, I should like t» 
have the report of that trial, and the account of that sea* 
tence, which would give me some account of the clearing 
work; and would enable me to get at positive evidence 
respecting the *^ clearing " work, of which the miscreaat 
Edinburgh Review has been the eulogist. I am determined 
if I be in Parliament, that this question of ABSOLUTE 
RIGHT to exclusive proprietorship of land, shall be 
brought to the test, and submitted to a solemn decision. It 
is to establish this absolute and excluaive right, that all the 
monsters who are endeavouring to destroy the POOR-LAW, 
are labouring ; and, if we do not beat the monsters at ti|is 
game ; if we do not teach them to repent of the hoar, or 
rather teach the greedy and insolent tyrants who employ 
them, to repent of the hour when they attempted to esta* 
blish this ABSOLUTE RIGHT on which they proceed to 
clear the lands : if we do not teach them to repent of this j 
if we do not teach them that the doctrine which gives all 
men a common right in the land ; if we do not teach then 
that this doctrine, though it implies a total destruction of 
etvil society ; if we do not teach them that this doctrine, 
horribly unjust as it is, is still less unjust than the doctriaa 
which says that a man has NO RIGHT to be upon, and to' 
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* hi^e a living otit of, the land of his birth; if we do dot* 
I kaoh them this, and make them grve way in time, events' 
ip will teach it them with a vengeance. ' * ! 

Kfc ' * At nboiit font miles from Annan, we leave the famoiia 
^ pHrish of Gretna, about a mile to our left^ a spot so' dear/ 
« doubtless, to the ^^fselosofer** Wakefield, who, with 
iji brass of extraordinary thickness, is now writing and publish-^ 
St ing pamphlets, describing the innumerable hordes of villains' 
i\ 0&id by him to be assembled in London, and insisting on 
«t i^oroHs measures to keep the ** lower orders " in subjection.* 
iHi We have now fine land and fine farming, fine dairies, and 
Iff everything fine, with here and there a piece of moor and peat 
k' ktd, -all the way to the river that divides Cumberland from the 
s eou&ty of Dumfries. At Annan we were very hospitably 
113 teeeived, and met several gentlemen of the town, at break-' 
!^ &L»ti at the house of Mr. Nelson. At noon I lectured at 
tf the Assembly Room to a very respectable audience, and 
ittf tltus took my farewell of lecturing in Scotland. At the end 
1 of ten miles, or thereabouts,' we pass over the river Esk,' 
I dver a very fine bridge, into Cumberland, having about seven 
\ nules still to go to reach Carlisle. ^ 

if t It is curious that, the moment we get into^ England, at' 
l| this point, all becomes sterile and ugly^ and continues on 
beathy and moory, for several miles; so that one would' 
lliink, that it was England and not Scotland, that is' the' 
. lieggarly country. The land, however, soon begins to h<k* 
I ificiosed and to be better in quality. Sir James Graham/ 
lis of /the bright sword, has his estate lying off this' road to 
the le&. He has not been clearing his estate: the poor-' 
law fvoutld not let him do that; but, he has been clearing 
off the small farms, and making them into large bnes, which' 
he had a ri^hi to do ; because it is he himself that is finally' 
lO endure the consequence of that: he has a right to do 
tfaftt ; and those who are-made indigent in consequence of^ 
Im so doing, ha^e a right to demand a maintdnande'out of 
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dMi, laad^ aceordiflig to dm a«t of tli»t43i9dof £m2ABBm^ 
wkuck gave the peoplo a COMPENSATION for Ow /6m i^^ 
lAe titkes and church lands, which had baea taken away 
l^y tbs aiietoGiacy ia the reigoa of the Tuooae* Tios iB:^]! 
right; bat it ia net right to command a man to come* on^ 
and submit to military discipliae, and to risk his liis in 
defence of his country, and then telLhiffl^ that be has mm 
right to be upon, and hare a maintenaaoe out ef^ the lands 
nf that couati^y ; and, this is what Epglisheien; shaU not be 
told J They shall net be told this, say the bnght of tfa» 
bright swoid and the execrable "Jkelos^/era'* of Bsua* 
BUBOU just what they please about the maUent If Siv 
Jambs G&aham choose to mould his fine and large estate 
inte immense farms, and to break i^ niunerous happjf 
fiunilies in the middle rank oi hie, and to expose them al^ 
t» die necessity of coming and demaadingsaBt^muRse-fmav 
his estate ; if he dioose to. be surrounded by maaMs of pciw 
sens ia this state, he shall not call then ** pa u pers ;** io» 
that insolent tenn, which the tyraals make use of, is not t« 
be- found in the cempensation-lawa of Elijbabbth; if hv 
choose to be surrounded with swarntsof beings of thia de^^ 
scription, with feelings in their boeoflM towards idan^ sueh as 
1 need not describe ; if be^shoose this, his RIGHT eettaaakf^ 
eoctends. thus far ; but, I tell him, that he has no right t» 
say to. any men^ bom in his parishes : ** Yen shall not B& 
*^ here, and you shall not have a maintenance off theeef 
«* lands." 

. Along through the lands not very well cnlt iyatsd , ww 
come to the city of Cabxisi^b, a Tery luce^plaee, verygoodt 
stveets, and here we see the first brick buydings Uiat w<s* 
l^aie seen since we left Newcastlb, which suggests th» 
semaik, that, countries abonadaBg'in stone hare a mat 
1^1 vantage over thoee which are. compeUedtareeoet to th» 
hack. The fences against roads, and b etw is e a fields,: am 
here 80 easily made and aie ee pennaa^t^ hniid^aga aw m 
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adML«Uif«B ¥mFe not aiiffioi^&l of diemaakti^ our^ifiae :ftftd 
jpst'GoveBMMat hM*<UMd lis p«w#r to aEuike4tl«'^conipitm» 
tiv« advantage greater hy lagrmg as enoraoiu tax (m tba 
conntries not provided with stone, in which countriea thaj 
iDftke the pteple pay for tiammg their ewiftk imia bmkUng 
nmieriahl Oh» God! Itu time : it reiUly is titae^ that 
Vtt'had 9^4hbroHgh changel 

The cathedral of CARLisiE'iay as in all other cases^ this 
wast magnifioent pile in thevcounty; but while it is qiiila 
mifioient to prove to the people of Cumberlandy diat their 
ferefatheiB were giants in intellect as well as in moral and 
political wisdem, compared with those who pretend that 
tiMMe forefathers were a sort of beggarly savages, it is not, 
Si' point of magnificencej equal, to several other oi the 
illxiietttrea<of this name in Eoglaod. The castie is a very 
laig^ «nd lofty pile, now used for the purpose of one of 
tbese geeat modern improvements; commonly called! barraekSf 
yAieh Bi«A€KftTi»V£say8, ''are things held in abhorrense 
h§ the laws and constitation of England." Upon the top 
•f the castle has beea recently erected a sort of shed for 
the piiippse of placing jnusketry, in a sttuataon to shoot up 
ike BWeetB if neeeseary, CA&LrsLE has a - very fine 
asarfcet for produce of aU sorts. It was Martinmas the 
ssoraing that I was coming out of the dty, and the streeto 
were^all crowded wkh&Mn eervantSi who were there for the 
purpose of hiring; and, a more pleasant sight I had not 
seen for a very great while. Innumerable carts in the 
atreets, all ranged nicely in rows, loaded with various things, 
espeeiatty small pigs and poultiy ; and| which I admired 
very, mush, with a barred frame over the top of each caitii 
and. with a door in it, to take oat the poultry or oUier thinf&» 
Up^n the whole, this city is a<.mest respectable and pleasant 
p(aee|rand issunounded b^^meadewe, woods, and gardeos^ 
of a yery deligbtfal deseriptioo^ to which I ought toadd^ 

M 2 
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that the city was not rendered less agreeable to me by the 
kind entertainment which I experienced at the house of a 
Tery cordial friend, and by the conversation of many as 
sound and intelligent men as I have met with in the whole 
course of my journey. « 

Penrith, also in Cumberland, observe, and just upon 
the edge of Westmoreland, was my next place for stopping 
to lecture pn Saturday, the. 10. of November. The distance 
firom Carlisle to Penrith is eighteen miles. The 
country is a good plain farming country; the farms not 
large, and barns for thrashing with the flail ; the corn- 
stacks made very nicely ; the farm-houses small ; the cott 
tages numerous, with nice gardens about them ; in all these 
gardens privies ; and to every one a pig- stye ; many orchards 
of different sizes, and the trees looking exceedingly clean and 
well ; coal not nearer than twenty miles, for the greater 
part of this road. A good deal of fine oak woods; a peat 
moor her^ and there ; much of the land pasture ; the farm- 
ing consisting in great part of dairy ; stone walls on both 
sides of the road of reddish stone; turnips fine, but not so 
fine as in Scotland ; the cows large and bony, and generally 
white nearly all over, but a good many of the Galloway 
cows, which are said to be very good milkers ; white laige 
lop-eared hogs, and I have seen none of any other sort (ex- 
cept in a sort of styes, near Paisley), all the way froni 
Northamptonshire to the Firth of Forth and ihe Firth 
of Clyde ; which is a certain proof, that, all things taken 
together, they must be the best sort for the farmer. The 
chief articles of produce in Cumberland, are bacon^ hams^ 
and butter^ which are sent to Manchester, to London, 
and to other great towns in the South. All these articles 
^are very well known in London, under the names of Cuni' 
tberland hams, bacon, and butter, though a great part of 
<Chem comes from Westmoreland and Dumfriesshire ; and it 
is curious enough that, while they make *' Dunlop»ckeese *' 
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in Cwnherlandj the Scotch return the compliment by making 
^ Lancashire -cheese ^' in Dumfriesshire, and plenty of 
^ Cumber land-hams ** in two or three of the Scotch counties 
in the border. This is not so bad as the a£fair of the 
"Stilton-cheese;" not one ounce of which, as they told 
me when I was in Lincolnshire, was ever made at Stilton. 

Penrith is a very nice little old town, solid as the hills 
themselves ; the door-frames and window-frames made of 
the red stone, just like those of Crewkeune, in Somerset- 
shire ; here the soil is just like that, and» curious to observe, 
here the apple-trees grow as well as in Somersetshire. The 
land-owners are very numerous in Cumberland ; the farms 
generally small ; dairies prevail everywhere ; the people look 
very nice and clean ; and this town itself, being much such 
another, is equal in neatness to that of Godalming in 
Surrey. 

After lecturing to a most respectable audience at Pen - 
eith, on the Saturday night, I came off in a post-chaise 
on the Sunday morning to sleep at Appleby, in Westmore- 
land, and to stop and dine with a very considerable farmer 
(Mr. Cross by) at Kirk by Tug re, a very fine village, 
about seven or eight miles from Penrith. Immediately 
after quitting Penrith, we cross the river Emont, which 
is a branch of the Eden, and which Eden goes down to 
Carlisle. Just by the side of the road there are some 
new cottages, erected for the purpose of giving the ^'feelo^ 
gofers'* the right to vote for Brougham, at his contested 
election with the Lonsdales ; at a step from this is the 
famous "Brougham-Hall,** till lately called the 
" Bird's-ncstj^ and of which I made sufficient mention in 
my former letter. After this came something serious; 
namely, my Lord Thanet's estate, stretching out a great 
width on both sides of the road, for miles of that road, 
and consisting of a tract of very fine farming land, di- 
vided into farms of a moderate size. The turnips very good, 
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and «ift]tivated in tb« Scotch fkshion: bot fed -offiiy^. 
upon the grotmdj which is AOt 4one In ^odand. 'Tbe* 
sheep are not manafed here eo wdl asthey manage iU 
matter Id the South, You «ee here a couple of hfundred tf 
eheep, with two or three or fear acres of tnmips 'givea'to 
ibem .at a tSaae, whereas we gire them ^nly'afr raueh at oqm 
as they can eat in the twelve hours^ and we do not put them 
IB such large flocks when we put them to fat ; eo that^^hy 
their having the food a little at -a time, they «at »p ekftD, eat 
more, and fatten faster. Then we peck up the bottoms^ and 
^e shei^p go ever them at their pleasare; and, finaiij,' 
nearly the whole is eaten «p dean. The reasoo i&r thk 
wasteful mode of using the turnips, appears to bt» the 
want of hurdfes, or wattles, to make .the diivisioBs viithf 
aad this want arises from the want id coppices 
hedge-rows. The divisions here are made by cords 
into nets, Which axe at once expettsiv«, «nd tedioss in the 
«te. Here Ih6 - fesces «Fe > priadpally of stove, ithioh 
imich more cheaply ke^t up than hedges ; 'afid*therefofe 
und^rwoed is grown ; and thl^ iethe prfeacipal oauae 4f 
unprofitable manher of using the turnips. 

The country continues on of this plain far ming and 
description till we get to Kirk»y Thoue, which is a very 
pretty neat village, at which I learnt something which wouM 
be Very useful to communicate to the'King^s servants^ 'if aily- 
thing having sense in it can be made to enter -into the min^ 
of men everlastingly bawling about *^ 'Surplus -p^utaii&nf^ 
and about ** lessening the weight of the pifor-rntes,^ 
BnoirGiiAM's grand puffer, " the GREAT LIAR OF THB 
NORTH," Ned Baikes, publisher of that mass of ^Hes 
and nonsense called the " Leeds Mercury/* who lias half 
a dozen sons and sons-in-law, surprisingly weSl qaallfied 
'* to serve kis Majesty ^^'m any capacity to which -a -good 
lump of the public money is attached. This great Ijtng 
puffsr of BaouGHAM has just announced to his erackeS* 
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thidled readers 6f thut elerer, industriooi, acti?e, frabk, 
«e&Iou8, Init «Bthudattic and qttaek^ridden c&unty, wh6 
kaa always taken care to have x)ne member, at least, iko do 
iMore miscfatef to public liberty than any other fifty rneim- 
lifeni in the House of Oommons ; this swelled-Qp, greedy, and 
wipmcipled pufier, who has been the dtluder of Yorkshire 
for twenty years past, has just announced to his quack* 
ridden readers, **that Lord Brouo ham's poor-law com- 
'* missioners, quiekened, most likely, in their operationSii 
'* by the fires in the South, have actually visited sensihtt 
** Leeds in person, to inspect the management of the affaitk 
•* cftke poor,** As they are got so far Noith, let them go 
•n into the county where Brougham has a '^Bird*s nest^ 
and let them pay a visit to Mr. Crossbt, at Kirkbt 
7hore, and they will soon learn from him how St is that the 
county of Westmorelaod has to pay in poor-crates only a tekti< 
fNirt of the ftnouat of its rental ; while the county of Surrey 
^ys a third part of the amount of the rental in po«r*rate8. 
Mn Gross BT wUl tell them why there is this difiBerence in the 
iwo eases, and why, in Cambetland, the poor-rates amount 
to only one-TWELFfH of the rental ; while in Hampshire 
tkey amount to a FOURTH of the rental. If Brovoham, 
instead, of cireulatiBg trash, under the name (^ useful kaow« 
ledge, were to recid ; I will not give him leave to pnnt it 
and sell it iU his shop ; I forbid him to do this ; and if ha 
do it, I will move for an injunction to himself against hinw 
Mlf ; I will not run about whining and crying about his 
aodoty's pirating upon me^ and underselling me; I will 
punish big society if it piratoupon me ; but if, I say, he wiH 
f^ad (buying it first) the '^ Statistical Account of England 
and Wales y'* at pages 522 to 525 of my ** Geographical 
Dictionary of England and Wales,' containing a neat 
Uttle map of each county, and containing a full account of 
sJl the ecclesiastical divisions, of all the new pwliamentary 
divkiflos, 4Iec. ; if he will readthk '* statistical table," ho 
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w31 there see 'pretty nearly every thing that he ought to 
understand, and well understand , upon these subjects, ^ 
far as the state of the several counties, one compared 
with another, is concerned. But he, and his hand «f 
** poor-law commissioners/' who will cost more annually 
than the annual amount of the whole of the poor-rates of 
the county of Westmoreland^ must go to Mr. Cros^bt, 
of XiRKB r TiioRE, to know why the poor-rates are only a 
TENTH of the rental in Westmoreland, while they are a 
THIRD of the rental in Sussex. Mr. CvROssBY.will tell 

'them, if they go to ask him, how they are to diminish the 
amount of the poor-rates^ and how to prevent stack-huming 
in future ; to begin by treating the labourers better than they 
are now treated ; by keeping the young men^ young women, 
the boys and the girls, in the farm-houses, as was formerly 
the case all over England ; by giving a young man hom, 

fourteen to seventeen pounds a year wages, with board 
and lodging in the house, with table-cloth and knife, fork 
and plate, laid for him, twice in the day, with bread and 
cheese for supper, and with beer to drink with his xneakb 
Mr. Crossbt will tell them, not to bother him about thdt 
f* surplus-population men^ and with the infernal nonsense 
of Peter Thimble and Lord Howick, but to pay the 
young women, and the boys and girls, in the same propor- 
tion, and to keep them in the same manner. And with re* 
gard to the married labourers, Mr. Crossbv will tell them, 
to cause them to have seven shillings a week (and more in 
the South), in money, and board in the farm-house besides, 
along with the yearly servants : that is to say, when they 
are at day-work; and, when dX job-work, leave them to 
board themselves. This is what he will tell them ; and he 
will tell them, that this is what is done in Westmoreland, 
and in Cumberland too^ and also in the greater part of 
Northumberland, in which last county the poor-rates are 
only a TWELFTH of the rental, as they are in Cumber- 
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laod. Mr. Crossby, who is a banker as well as a farmery 
ja man of great kuowledge as to all these matters, will tell 
them, that the yonog people thus brought up under their 
: natural directors^ are moral, and well-behaved ; that, having 
wages so suitable to their usefulness, both men and maids 
pave money before they be married ; and that, a great pro- 
portion of the farms being small, a considerable portion of 
them become farmers themselves upon marrying and quitting 
their servitude. He will tell them, that hen-roosts can re- 
msuQ unrobbed in Westmoreland and Cumberland ; and, if 
he had all the land-owners and farmers of the South before 
him, Mr. Crossbt^ after telling them all this, would say, 
** Go you and do likewise** 

The treatment of the labourers in Westmoreland and 
Cumberland, was the treatment of the labourers all over 
England, before the Scotch nobility urged the sharking 
landlords of England to throw farms together ^ and to bring 
up infernal Scotch ^^ feelosofers,** and scourging Scotch 
bailiffs to introduce the damnable ^' boothie** system inio 
England. Ever since that system began ; and stupid and 
greedy Coke of Norfolk was the beginning of it ; ever 
since that system was begun, there has been war between 
the labourers of England and the owners and occupiers of 
the land. The former had obtained a security against this 
species of oppression, when they compelled the Parliament 
of Elizabeth to pass the POOR-LAW, by which they 
obtained a compensation for the loss of that patrimony ; for 
the loss of that share of the produce of the lands, which 
they had in the tithes and in the church estates, Mark, 
and never leave out of mind, that the POOR-LAW of 
Elizabeth gave them a compensation, for the tithes and 
church lands which the aristocracy had taken away from 
them. Let this always be borne in mind ! 

By various acts of the late Parliaments, this compensation 
was, by degrees, craftily diminished, till, at last, came 

M 5 
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Stitrges Boctrve's bilk* eame tlie aUeiiatiwi of Hi^ 
¥oicet of (he middle class in Ib^veMlries ; came ^e^'^ seledf 
vesiries" with power to hare «< HmED O^SRSSBR^'f 
came, in shorty the power of the ^ich,* almost to starve tlM 
necessitous at theirpleasare, and to compd ihe lAboarers to 
work, in faot^ for snch wages as they chose to give them. 
Thus the compact between f he iand-^holderd and the 1»* 
V)urer8 was ^broken ; thus fbe latter were deprirc^ t>f Ae 
compensation awarded by the act ofTELiZABfer-n ^'aiM'tiras 
were the harmony and the happiness of the agricuftuMtf 
'community in England destroyed. Hence all 'fhe-turknoil*; 
fience the sleepless nights to the farmer/ and hence that fare- 
well which he may bid to peace until the Cda-PEn^SATTOsf 
be fully and fairly restored to the peof^le. It must be re* 
stored ; it shall be restored, or I will end m^y life in an en* 
ideavour to cause the restoration. The first step to be taken 
would be to repeal Stcjrg ks Bourne's 6tY/s. But, instead 
of that, there was this Ministry, two years ago, patting '<Mf 
very Sturges Bourne into a commission to try tlie 
rioting labourers ; and here they are, now, again, with-^^iMfy 
same Sturges Bourne, in what they call thdr ^^pooT'ktw 
commissionV* Here will T take my«tand ; whateireHIIiaveleft 
of labour in me shall be exerted till this object be accom- 
plished, and until the young people be back again in the 
farm-houses ; to effect which latter, woald now, witih a ymt 
and just Government, be more than the work df one sinf^^ 
year. Here will I hold. If there be a God above, *^and 
that there is, all nature cries ailoud in all her works,' he nratt 
delight in justice f' and justice says, that it is most damn- 
able tyranny to say or to do that which says, that a man 
ought to be called upon when necessary^ to veoture his^lUe 
in defence of the land of his birth, and yet, that he%a jid 
right to be upotiy and to have a "living met q/','that'8am€ 
land. This is my grieat point 3 the best energies of my mind 
tfhall be directed towards its accomplishment, and l Inm 



Ijie pteading^ of reason, of justipe, of human nature iMi^ 
«ail«ttdly on my fiid^t tbat my efforto must be crowned wid^ 
wascuB, The question &r the aristaciacy to decide upoai 
4«i«imply this : Will jthey give wa^, and give up Sturgbs 
£ojirjiNE's bilU to begin with ; or will th^ not ? I wiH 
«O0n put tiiem to the test ; and let them remember, thai 
•their decision wiVLhejftnaL The Edinburgh XevieWftbf^ 
Jxise (Stature of the Whig^jEaction, has just e;i:pressed iti 
^sUarmit at -the wild notions tl^t :6ome of the.peqple seem t9 
hmxjif about ^L^enieral proprietorship in the land^ and abou^ 
« i4iioi$ion qf it umangst the whole of the community 
jCL^dy wfaenoe has this wild notion come ? Why, from the 
jdoctrines of the ^^JeehsqfiecU ** villains, who have maintained 
ibe doctrine, of the right of the landowners to '^ clear** the 
land of the people ; or, which is the same thing, to deny 
them a sufficiency to live upon out of the produce of the 
jand. £.\tremes meet, in this, as in all other cases ; and 
this doctrine) beii^ such an outrageous insult to commou 
^ose and comuKUi humanity, men naturally rush on to the 
'4tfi^osite ^extreme. I, for my par^ have always deprecated 
the latter extreme ; but if at hurt we be compelled ; if the 
ir^ustice of the landowners push us, to acknowledge their 
^ight of '^ clearing '* the country of us, or compelliAg us to 
starve amidst ahundance raised by our own hands ; if they 
f>ush us to this acknowledgment, or to insist upon our 
general right of participation^ I am decidedly for the latter. 
Better, therefoi^, yield in time; better repeal St urges 
JBourne's bills to begin with, and let us once more see 
iords and gentlemen beloved by the common people ; onqe 
4P9ore see happy cottages, cheerful farm-houses, and farmers 
^le.to go to ^leep without starting every moment at the 
.tbougbt of fires. 

Leaving Brougham to give his nose a sarcastic twist' set 
,t|ais,.and leaving Lord G]^£Y, pointing it out to his enlight- 
.cned aon with his finger, to draw up his nose and affect ji 
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smile of contempt at it; leayiag Sturgf.s Bourks/ 
Harry Gawler^ Sekior (wiae Harry Drummokd's 
** feelosofer*') Coui^ston the reporikery and Tait, all the . 
** right trusty and well- beloved " of the King; leaving the. 
group to look at it very seriously ; trembling for the dura-* 
tion of their office (and especially for their salaries) at tfaft 
same time ; leaving all these to act thus> or in any other 
manner that they please, I now proceed with my journey, 
and come on> after dining at Kirkby Thore, to sleep at 
the borough of Appleby, which is very beautifally sita* 
ated^ with a pretty river running through it ; everything 
pleasant to the eye ; but, as is well known, politically rotten 
as a pear. From Appleby (on the Monday morning), to a 
little old-fashioned town called Brouoh, which has the 
ruins of a castle close to it, belonging to Lord Thanet, 
we found the land to consist of small pasture farms, many 
of which are owned by the occupiers; great numbers of 
cows, and also of sheep^ some black-faced Highlanders and 
some of the Cheviot-breed. From Brough to within 
a mile of Barnard-Castle, which stands close on the 
Durham side of the river Tees, we went over a tract of land 
nearer to the barrenness of the Surrey, Hampshire, and 
Berkshire heaths^ than any spot that I have seen since I left 
London, except a small tract behind the hills at the back of 
Greenock. Itis all anuninclosed common, partly rock, partly 
rushes, and partly grass. We now- and -then came to a spot 
where there were fields inclosed, and little farms; the cows 
looking very well ; and, even in the most barren parts, there 
were great numbers of the black-faced sheep, and they are 
all looking well. Upon a high hill which we went over, the 
ground on each side was more than half covered with rocks ; 
yet there were sheep picking about amongst th^se ; and, hers 
and there, there were little farm-houses ; barren as ail ap- 
peared to be, there were more people upon a square mils 
than in the rich counties of the Lothians! When ws 
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approached near to any of these little farms^ we saw nice 
Iktle cow-houses and stacks of hay, or of rushes, the cows 
looking very welly and the people all well d ressed and good- 
locking. When we were upon the highest ground of all^ 
which was at the same time the most barren, and the most 
destitute of all human dwellings, lumps of un melted snow 
lying here and there, not far from us we saw something red 
at a distance from us upon the road. As we approached 
this mass of sanguine hue, we perceived that it was moving 
towards us ; and, as the post-boy rattled us along at a pretty 
good pace, we soon found that it was a knot of soldiers. We 
had just been looking about us, and observing how far we 
w«re from human dwelling ; and, upon the sight of these 
defenders, I could not help exclaiming, ^* My God ! they 
are everywhere ! I saw them, but the other day, paraded 
before the court of justice while the judges were sitting at 
'* Glasgow, and here they are again upon this wild and 
" desolate hill/' Coming up with them, we found that it 
was a very common-place concern : three of them only con- 
ducting a deserter towards Carlisle. It put me in mind 
of poor GRIFFITH JENKINS, who had the strange fancy 
to enlist for a soldier, to run away, as he called it, and to get 
'< whipped,'* when he had a good estate at the same time ; 
and whose story must yet he told to this whole nation, A 
yery large part of the lands all along here, does not exhibit 
real sterling sterility, like the barrens of Surrey, Hampshire, 
and Berkshire, which consist of heath at the top, and of sand 
under it, which sand isquite fit to run through an hour-glass ; 
and upon which grass will no more grow, than it will grow 
upon one of aristocratical Wrdgwood*s plates. This is a 
country of rock; no chalk, no sand, and nothing that we, 
in the South, call clay. Here is peat sometimes under 
rushes and heath ; but, everywhere, even to the tops of the 
hills, which are very lofty, there is more or less of sheep- 
feed ; and the Highland sheep, which you see everywhere 






854 COBBETt's WMITHCRN TOUR. 

iMfreaboaU, and winch are oeitaialj fifetteoBsiMttafQflls, 
elifnb alMMit amoogtt lliese roeks, nibUiDg Am gf«a8^««^ 
lookittg^rery well evea ia the barreneatiiazto of tibis.c«ttnlFj;; 
•nd I dare «ay that tlua oMiotry, wbioii we Iiave conetanr 
between Brougii aad'BARNABD-CAaTLSyiaafiiU^itlMdflil 
fijvtKXNKin of the Htgblaadaof ScoUamd. Tke. dicep, -mhitk 
ihey have here in the rather lower and better Jeadsy Mxe tin 
Cheviot sheep ; Ftigr pnetty.ahort-^weoled eliocfi, witii 
white legs and faces and no horns* Tha^ hX to a^ipraattr 
weight than the South-down sliaep; :graat munhass.af jthoi 
^ go into the North and West-Ridings of Yoiinhire^ wfaow 
ihey raise lamb from the ewes ; for which:purpooe ihey told 
me diey wer& excellent. They are aold «t te.'&irs,dn Jkse, 
at fifteen months old^ at from fifteen 'to e^fateea ahilliflgiiy jt 
piece, present prices. 

About a mile before we got ^bwn to tlie rirer Teao we 
looked over into the county of Durham^ Taluch is, hoaay ffsrf 
beautiful, presenting a most striking contrast wilh the sQpeff, 
hilly, rocky, and treeless country tliat we had juflt pimud 
over. During this mile, I beheld ^ith delight ithe.amaU 
dairy farms very thiokly ocattered about on :botii sides of the 
load ; there appearing to be .more human beings iijMn .a 
square mile here, than in the whole of the rich county of 
HADDJifOTON, the town of Haddingtoik it«el£e«paplod. 
Some few miles before we get to BaiLNA&J>^GAaT];rK «wiO 
are in Yorkshire, a strip of which truas^up on. the .«Lde ^of the 
Tees, and cuts off Westmoreland from that riviwr» 

Barkard-Castle is .a good 4oHd .old moikot U^w^, 
with some little matter of manufieustoriea; but 'the Tbm* 
thcoigb at some seasons a large riv^ery is -ttt others almost 
destitute of water, and, therefbie, it is 'Bot mavigablo* 
The castle itself, which 4s «tiU of .considerable magnitude 
arud >has an extensive inclosuie about it, with very Jo^ 
walls, is, they told us, the property of the Marq[ui&afOi*i^y%- 
. 'i«A ND, who was lately the Earl of DarIiIKgtok, and 
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liiioined io'be'sanD to {mt BftoueHAM into Parlkmeat lor 
WtNcnfiLSEA. His Lordehip fs>tl»e owiwr of the tpumoit 
tf1BAiti7AiiiHGA8Tii«, ^ich I unldeiBtand is irery exteii« 
1^. -Now*it is no barm for me'to express my wish to know 
tow he became the owner of this castle and this manor. I 
liish with all my soul that i did know it Did he jmr chase 
tliemf If he did^ he tsan show the -conTeyanee; and, aft 
any rate, 'they once belonged to the nation in one way or 
another. -His predecessor had, I shall 'he tdld, a grant of 
Hiem. Agreed, and I allow the tide to be perfectly good ; 
but then I wHl not fjiHowthat any grantor, even if it wen 
the whole nation giring their assent, man by man and 
%oman -by woman ; 1 will notaHow, that even a grant thtBS 
made, would give him a rigkt 'to ** clear *' the people off 
Ae land) or to refuse them a sabsistence out of the produce 
^ the land. If his Lordship a^k why I make these obser^ 
vatlons, upon seeing his estate, let hiiu ask his man 
ftftoOGHASf. ^It is he, who, by his impudent assertion, 
^ihmt 'he was ready to tnairttdin the doctrines of Mal- 
*ffvs to fheir full ewtent,^ that extent going to a total 
refusal of all relicff to the -poor; it is he, and not I or any 
of (be 'people t^f England, that 'has given tise to the starling 
tf tbease 'ticklish questions. When the grant was made to 
uie predecessor of this Marquis,* there were the tithetf of the 
vuinor, and the church landsof the manor, being the patri* 
fitony of the necessitous part of the people. The grant was 
Bocessartly made with that reservation; thepoor^htw gives 
^eompensation for the loss of the thing reserved ; ^turges 
Bouiiir£*s bills annihilate, in a groat measure, that com* 
pensatien. Now it would be wisdom in the Marquis of 
CiErRLAKD to inquire of "his ^teamed" protegS wh^t 
(snstoer can 'be found t>tft to these (ibservations of mine. 
Aim3 ff sublime BftotfOHAM, swelling with pride at the 
<ight of his turret on the << Birff^^neet^' should disdain to 
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think of an answer, I do beseech his Lordship to think of il> 
and to think of it in time, too. x 

From Barnard-Castle to Darlin6Ton» all the wa^^ 
on the left bank of the Tees, is a yery fine farming countrj^ 
and the farms not very large ; the fields, in considerabie 
proportion, pasture, and that pasture exceedingly good* 
Here we have Durham cocv's in great abundance, Darhaok 
cattle, young and o]d, and abundance of Durham oxen 
fatting; hardly any turnips but the Swedish, and those 
prodigiously fine. There hadf been a fair at Darlin&ton, 
and amongst the things unsold were about a score of West 
Highland heifer s, for which I bid money, but the dealer 
would not take my offer^ or I would have had twenty little 
" coohies," at twenty cottages in Surrey, next spring, all 
giving milk, and every one of them telling her master, 
every day, that nothing but the Devil himself would ever 
deny him the right of having a living out of the land. 

Having lectured at Darlington that night, we set off 
for Stockton the next day, actually without seeing the 
country, being in a thick fog every step of the way. Herey 
at the theatre, I lectured in the evening to a very respect- 
able and numerous audience, in the presence of whom I 
received an address on the stage, which address, by 
some means or other, I have so mislaid, that I cannot 
find it amongst my papers, for which I am very aorry, 
as it was a very neat piece of writing, and expressed 
sentiments highly honourable to me. As the gendeman 
who presented it will doubtless have a copy, I request 
them to have the goodness to send it to me at Bolt-court 
with as little delay as possible. The next day, Wed- 
nesday, the 14. of November, at four o*clock. in the 
afternoon, we got to Bradford, in Yorkshire, travelling 
in a post-chaise all the way, and coming through a very 
fine farming country, in the North Riding, by the way of 
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i^ Tontine Inn, and the towns of Tiiirsk, Borough-* 
BRIDGE, Wetherbt, and Leeds, seventy-two miles in 
&i/e nine hours; and leaving sensible Leeds behind us to 
Battle the important point whether it were most patriotic to 
%lect a nominee of the Duke o/* Newcastle, or to choose 
ft pocketer of the taxes, who has also a father and a brother 
pocketing in the same way. 

From Bradford, where there was a numerous audience 
ftt a lecture, we came on to Todmohden, where we dined, 
and took up, as fellow-travellers, two Yorkshire cocks and 
fear Yorkshire hens, trusUng that they will be less fanatical, 
crack-brained, and quack- ridden, than the fine and opulent 
and ever- varying beautiful county where they were born. 
After dining at Todmorden, we came to Rochdale, in 
Lancashire^ and there I lectured upon the " church reform*' 
'which the wise Ministers are said to have in contemplation ; 
and this morning (the 16. of November), here I am, 
writing at Oldham, and communicating to my intended 
constituents the kind respects and earnest exhortations of 
our friends in Scotland. 



Daventry (Northamptonshire), 21. Nov, 1832. 
At Oldham T found that all was settled to my perfect 
satisfaction. After writing in the morning, making a speech 
out of doors at noon, and another in the evening, by candle- 
light, I set o£F in a post-coach for Manchester; slept 
there that night ; met the electors, and addressed them in 
the Riding-school the next evening, which was Saturday ; 
came to Birmingham by the coach, on Sunday 3 lectured 
at BiUMiNGiiAM on the Monday evening; came by the 
coach to Coventry yesterday in the afternoon ; lectured 
at Coventry last night; and, by the coach, came to Da- 
ventry this morning; intending to get to London to-night. 
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Tfaiu I began tiiig spteehkig aod loetuckiic ^ffiork «t 
CovBHTRT ; .ttiid al Cotbhtry I aad#diiU Bat I caanot 
ereo tutfwiidy ibr a sliert timey the movemeiiU of fOf 
pen upon the subject, without expreating royveatUfactien 4lt. 
baTing seen thb part of my country, and oiere e^peciaUy 
this part of my countrymen. My frie^ Mr. Martiit, of 
Birmingham, I found full of ddigbtat finding that Scot« 
land was so good and so fine a country. He^like alaaostall 
the rest of us, had firmed his opinion of Second, from the 
earrings and sarcasms of. ignorant or prej«die«d mea. He 
had just been reading my description of the banks of the 
Clyde ; and when he came to me at the inn» he seemed 
full of surprise at what he had read. " Why," said I, ^^yeu 
are Aot sorrtf, aie you, that it is ^so fine a country!'' 
No !" exclaimed he, *' but w&j glad, indeed ; wd I am 
glad that yott went to see it with your own eyi^ $ foTj wm 
^' should never have^t thetruA from ai|yhody elae: seither 
^^they do not aee^or they do.aot know bow.to describe whs|; 
'^they hare seen." This wms vei^ init^- the tnMk: J. dd 
see, and I know bow to describe that whi6h.Iliaire.8een ; an4 
gratitude for excessive kindness received out of the ques- 
tion, I must have been the basest dog that ever lived, not 
excepting a Scotch ^^feeloso/erf* or an Irish *' reporther^** 
if I had not endeavoured to do sooiethii^ like justice to the 
country, and to the people of Scotland. 
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HIGHLANDS OF SCOTLAND. 

The reader has been toW that I only went to t^e "foot ^ 

lite HiGiiLA^fDs, therefore he knows that I can know 

^tMng about them in detail ; hut I saw quite enough to^ 

cOQTinoe me, that I had always been greatly deceived m.^ 

Tegsxd to the Value of even this part of Scotland, which has 

always been . called ' *'' barren ;'* and barren, roeant^ in my 

i4ew t)f the matter, land capable of producing nothing at 

all that was of any use. I was born at Farm ham ia 

Siarey \ and Arthur Young, in his survey of England, 

aa^Sy ^at from Farnham in Si?rrey to Alton ia Ham|H 

fl^ife n** a -space containing the finest ten miles in the 

kingdom.'* It is very fine. It is a narrow valley, down 

iAke middle ^ which beaiatifiil meadows are watered by 

the oocasioiial ovei^owing8<of the little river Wet, whidt 

adUrwards passes thn»o|^€k>&Ai/HiN>a andOcTLDFORD, 

aii^ falls into the Thames at W<i&i*8rii>os. At Fark^ 

0;iltM this* rirer is ^ vtity «niall afeir, idiich. If in Ameriea, 

would not be enticed to be eaUed 'even a creek, but 'must 

be content to be called a mn. Contemptible «s it is/hbw^ 

cnner, in point of magnitade^ it was, about threescore years 

ago, quite broad enough, and deep enough^ to have spared 

iIm boroughniongers and tax-eaters a monstrous deal of 

trouble, I, from one of the bathing places in it, having, 

aboirt that time ago, been pulled out*by the foot, which 

kappened to stick up above the water, and to enable a bro* 

tber-twimmer a great deal older than myself to preserve 

dns everlasting torment to the ^ higher orders.*' 

This little river, which I used to thtttk beyond all cma» 
pariaoa the greatest in the woi4d,does, however, cause there- 
to be some of the prettiest meadows under theeun; and 
Ibese eonttaae along from a mile and a half on the east end 
6f ^AiiNHAM to die town* of Alton in Hampshire, On 
^ soath side of the river iiie gFocmd rises very steeply 
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from very nearly the edge of the meadows^ and is generally 
clothed with very pretty woods, intermixed with hdp- 
gardens: on the other side it rises wore slowly, now ahd 
then 8{N*eading off into a level ; and on this side, for th& 
whole of the ten miles, there are the finest hop-gardeli4 
in the world, intercepted by very fine corn-fields, bounded,' 
generally^ by beautiful hedges. Therefore, I don't know 
that Young was wrong ; and I don't know, that it was 
necessary for him to tell the whole story about my coun- 
try;, and, indeed, if he went from London to Ghertset 
and did not put his spectacles on (he was very weak- 
sighted al] his life, and blind several years before he died) \ 
if he did not put his spectacles on as he was going ixoth 
Chertsey to Guildford, and then went to FArnham 
over the Hoa*s-BACK, looking right forward at the Bishop 
of Winchester's park, and not turning an eye, even to' 
the right or left, his unmixed praises of the vale of Farn-^ 
UAH are perfectly accountable. He was not boa dd to know 
that the town of Farnham, and the little valley there wat 
a mere tittle strip ; that, if, when he was in the middle 
of the town, he had gone off due north, or due south, he 
would have traversed, in either direction, full twelve miles, 
compared to which the Highlands of Scotland are the 
land of Can A AN. There is barrenness, indeed : there it is 
that you see sterling sterility. It is a bed of sand, every 
grain of which will go through an hour-glass, and upon 
which a blade of grass will grow no more than it 
would upon the iron plate of this American stove by 
which i am now wriiing ; and my real opinion is, thai 
this tract of country, partly in Surrey, partly in Berk- 
shine^ partly in Hampshire, running, in one place, a good 
stretch into Sussex, contains a greater quantity of resd 
barren land than is to be found in the Highlands- 
of : Scotland, all put together. Nothing but heath wilf 
vegetate upon this unadulterated sand, and even that witt 
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but jast live upon it. Rabbits will not stay upon it, except 
qpon the skirta, where they have fields to go into to feed. 
lU native inhabitants are a little sort of lizards, that we use 
to. call ** effets" meaning efis. This is real barrenness. 
Now, the Highlands of Scotland consist of rocky moun- 
tains, or rocky lands; and of deep glens, or ravines ;^ all 
rocky ; everywhere a heap of rocks ; but grass will grow 
amongst rocks ; and I can readily believe that which I was 
told, that some of the best pasture was on the tops of the 
highest mountains. This is very different from the sand 
heaths; for, though there are little spots in them which 
will bear grass, you sometimes go for miles without seeing 
any of these spots. In so immense a tract of land as that 
which lies between Wokingham in Berkshire and P£- 
TERSFiELD in Hampshire, there are certainly numerous 
very pretty dips ; and in these the land is generally extra- 
ordinarily good ; and, in cases where the sterility is not 
so complete, where the commons are greenish, and 
studded round with cottages and little gardens and fields, 
most assuredly the sight is the prettiest, and the life 
the happiest, in the world ; because the soil is warmj 
the spring and the singing birds come early, the ground 
is dry ; the air excellent, and the sand-hills, so convenient 
for boys to roll down ; the finest places in the world for the 
breeding and rearing of Members of Parliament, and Prime 
Ministers : but, as to produce of food, acre for acre, taking 
in the whole space that I have described, and leaving out 
the valley of the Wet, I am very certain that this spot is 
inferior to the High lands of Scotland. ^ : 

For, now, just look at the produce of these Highlands.' 
In the first place, they produce everything of the bread 
kind that is eaten by the inhabitants. It is oats, of idrieh 
this bread kind is made, to be sure : but, it suffices ; and' 
that is enough for our argument In the next place, these' 
Highlands send out of themselves every year, as I was 
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and ioar hnndiied tliMiMiDd Bbm^ aU> bceiiatid nenrtdriii 
thoae HxG>Hi.A]MM. Without* . lMMpr^«rf bJMding^ (muA 
py numbers,, the fact Is notorious that the qtfantitiea ^ 
both art priKiigiotts. Now, though ^ HiGBx^AVDftvA^ 
not, like the aand^hiUa of Siuprey» hieedg MembenKif .B«ie^ 
liament, to., thef a^ certaiDly a great deal^ mofo jko^ 
daetive than the sand -heaths of which I havo beeft 
peaking; and. all that we have heaid about the* baMeoMM 
of the Highlands of Scotland . has beea most moosttiaM 
•icaggeratioQ. The Island is good to the v^ty- northerpavMt 
point of it i one part is good for one thing ; another part m 
good for another thing; but, there is> in reality nothings ba^' 
belcfoging to it : God made itto be the happiest and greatesi: 
eountry.in the wodd ; and,, nothing.bat parliaments^ auch aa 
use have seen for many years past^ eould haTe> steeped ki» 
that misery, that trouble and that perils in which we.iioi^ 
behold it 

I do not like to conclude without stLfiuf^ sometkin^t^f^fb^ 
tive to the treatment4>f the people of the county of SuTiasA^ 
LANis which is the mostaoriherncountyof the HicS'Hlanas* 
It is & very large county.: the county of GAiTisKfisa^Ja 
equally northern^ but, at any rate^ SulkerlcMdsiire hamzH 
the north end of the Island. My readers will raooUeet whai 
was said at the time about the <' cx&ARiNCh" of ^los eouaty 
by the Countess of that name^ and by herhosbaady tha 
Marquis of STAFroRD, I wish to possess authentic ififiiiN' 
maUon r^ative to that clbariiT'G -affair ; . &r^ , though ife 
took place twenty years ago ^ it may be just as nee esBMy 
])»|itttely to< inquire into it now. It may be quite proper to 
inquire into the means that were used to effect tke clea Bf« 
IM&; and if any one will have the gaodness to pointiout:to 
me the^^ au^ntic sources of informatian on thd aid^ty^l 
thaMbe- eatremely ob%ed to him. 

Andy now^^ I, for the present^ take my;leare of Sootlaad 
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nife oitp—miag arbops^ thittf going* from, and returniflf 
tn^ 'tlrai' Tflry id«Diietl nMnt^ in. Bolt Courts ffom whieli 
th^ J^mm&» weot^ aad t» which he reteroed to spfwdl 
&VeT Eag^and the bdief, that there was not a tree in Scot* 
lakk&f and that all was sterility and worthlessness, I hare 
dece something, at any rate to remote the errors whieb he 
so largely contribated to plant in the minds of Englishmen^ 
velatire to Scotland. I never do things by halves ; never 
depend upon mere idea when I can present objects to the 
^es. While I am writing this up-stairs, I to have exhibit 
below^ a beautiful sample of apples which I brought 
ffom the banks of the Clyde, and a cheese of excellent 
ft»roar, and of half a hundred weighty which I brought from 
the county of Ayr : I could not bring Scotland itself to 
London ; but I have brought indubitable proofs^ that 
all that we have been told about its sterility has been 
^dier sheer falsehood, or monstrous exaggeration. To do 
these things would, under any circumstances, have been 
the duty of any Englishman, having seen that which I saw, 
and being possessed of the same capacity and same means* 
But, seeing the kindness with which I was received and 
treated in Scotland ; seeing the generosity which every one 
seemed anxious to display towards me ; seeing the mass of 
pn»iiidice and of calumny that Scotch good sense and 
Scotch justice set at defiance in my favour; seeing all these, 
to have neglected to perform this duty, would have marked 
xae out as the most unfeeling and ungrateful of all human 
beingjk I have, I hope, discharged this sacred duty with good 
effect : at any rate, I have discharged it to the utmost of 
xny power; and, when I look towards Scotland, I feel only 
oae draw-back from the happy recollection; and that is, 
that I may, with regard to the future, have excited in the 
minds of my most ardent £riends there, hopes and expecta-* 
tions that I may either want the occasion, or want the 



264 cobbett's northern tour, 

capacity, to realize. However, of one thing I am quite sure ; 
that, in whatever degree I may be found wanting, in a stiil 
greater degree they will be found indulgent and- generous. 

Wm, COBBETT. 
Boli'Court, Fleet-street, 7. Jan, 1833. 
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